Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




i^:^2'k &^ 




■■ t. 


t) 



M 


> -.* 


fH Av>f , ff0^ *knnr^ . 


4 . 


5? 





1 

J 


4 




t 


I - 


I , 


t 


r 


\Jil<-^k. 





1 



Xl£. k y^ 




>v^'/^zz 


V : 


, V. 


i 




4* 


\ • . 






*£2 


.-';*. 





w 


■r/r^ 


X , 


> 


t 


i 


. .> , -X • V'^ 


i 


% 


THE 
FEMALE 

SPECTATOR. 

VO L. I. 
FITTH EDITION. 


LONDON: 

Printed for T. G A R D N E R, at C^wlq'i-HMtt, 

near 5t, Climtnt'i-Churih in the Strand. 

M,DCC,LV. 


f 



^ m ■> t II ^ li tf I I [ ' t' mm^iiat^mi fc i alii *" V, "■ ■■ i ■ . ■ 


T O 


HER G R A C JE 


THE 


DU TCH ESS 


&F 


LEU D A 


May it pkajk Tour <!jRac s, 

AS the chief View in Publifhing 
thefe Monthly Efl&ys is to rec- 
tify fome iErrors, which, fmall 
as they may feem at lirft, may, if in- 
dulged, grow up into greater, till they 
at laft become ViCi^s, and make all the 
Misfortunes of our Lives ; it was necef. 
fary to put them under the Proteftion 
of a Lady, not only of an unblemi/hcd 
ConduAj but alfo of an exalted Virtue, 
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vvhofe Example may inforce the Pre- 
,cepts they contain, and is Herfelf a 
ihining Pattern for others to copy 
after, of all thofe Perfeftions I endea- 
your .to recomiTicnd. 

"It is not therefore^ Madam, that 
You are defcended from a Marlborough 
,or a 'Godolj>bi% dear as thofe Patriot- 
Names will ever be^ while any Senfc of 
Liberty remains in Britons-^ nor on the 
Account of the high Rank You hold 
in the World, nor for thofe Charms 
with ;\vhicb Nature has fo profofely a- 
,dorned Your Perfon 5 but for thofe in- 
nate Graces, which no Anceftry can 
give, no Titles can embellifh, nor no 
Beauty atone for ;the Want of, .that 
Your Grace has an undifputcd Right 
to this Offering, as the Point aimed 
at by the Work itfelf gives it, in 
fome Meafure, a Claim to Yo.ur Ai:- 
ceptance. 

That Promrfe, which tlie firff Years 
of Life gave of a glorious Maturity, we 
have feen complcated lojig before Your 
Gracb arrived at an Age, whifch in 
others is rcquifitc to ripen Wit into fVif^ 

dom^ 


dedication: 

dom^ and concile the fparkling Ideas of 
the one^ with the corredling Judgment 
of the other. — Wc beheld with Ad- 
miration, how Reaf$n out ft ripped iVa-' 
ture even in the mofl minute Circum- 
ftances and A<flions : but the Crown of 
all, was the happy Choice of a Partner 
in that State which is the chief End of 
ouF Beings, — -» There fhone Your Pe^ 
netration, when among fb many Ad- 
mirers, You fingled out Hini who 
alone was \yorthy of You, — One, who 
Great as he is, is yet more Good than 
Great j and who has given fuch In- 
ftances how much it is in die Power of 
Virtue to ennoble Nobility, as all muft 
admire, tho' few I fear will imitate. 

MARRIAGE, too long the Jeft of 
Fools, and proftituted to the moftbafe 
and fordid Aims, to You, illiiftrious 
Pair ! owes its recovered Fame, and 
proves its InfHtution is indeed divine. 

But this is no more than what every 
one is full of ; and in intreating Your 
Grace's Protection to the following 
Sheets, I can only boaft of being one 
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amoflg the Millions wh6 pray, that 
Length of Days, aad uainterruptcd 
Healtli may continue that Happinefs, to 
which, nothing can be added, and th«t; 

Wtbthe mofl profound Duty Md SuhmiJJiott^ 
M^y itpkafe Tour Grace,. 

Xow Grace'v 

t 

Mo/i Obedient^ and mojt 
Faithfully Devoted Servant^ 


The Femaie Specxatojr.. 


FEMALE SPECTArOR, 

BOOK I. 

ttT b very much, by the choice 
^ we make of fubjci^s for our cn> 
m tcitainmcnt, that the lefitied tall* 
\ diftiagutfhcs itfel^' from the vuU 
C gar and more grofs : j-eading it 
Jl univcrralljr allowcJ to be one of 
5 the mofl: improvuig, as well aa 
agreeable amutements; but then to render it (o,- 
one Ibould, among the number of books which arc 
perpetually ifluing from the prefi, endeavour to 
I'mgle out fiich as promife to be moft conducive to 
ihofe ends. In order to b; as little deceived a) 
pol&ble, I, for my own part, tove to get as wett ac- 
quainted as I can with an author, hciote, I run 
the rifk of iofmg my time in pcrufing his work j'~ 
and 31 1 doubt not but mo(l people sre of ibis way 
of thinking, 1 fliall, in imitation of my learned bcoi . 
thcr of ever precious memory, give fome' account 
of what I am, and thofe concerned witli me in thb 
undertaking; and likcwife of the chief intent of 
the Lucuhratians hereafter communicated, that the 
reader, on cafting his eye over the four or five 
liift pages, may judge how far the- book may, or 
A 4 may 
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trof not bo qualified to entertain him^ and either 
accept^ or throw it afide as he thinks proper : And 
here I proRiife, that in the pictures I ihall give of 
myfelf and afTociates, I will draw no flattering lines, 
iffume no perfedlion that we are not in reality pof- 
fdicd of, nor attempt to ihadow over any defeft 
with an artificial glofs. 

As a proof of my finccrity, I (hall, in thefirft 
place, aiiure him, that for my own part I never 
was a beauty, axKi am now very far from being 
young ; (a confeflion he will find few of my fex 
ready to make :) I fhall alfo acknowledge, tnat 1 
have run through as many fcenes of vanity and 
fpUy as the greateft coquet of them all. — Drefs, 
equipaee, and flattery were the idols of my heart. 
»^ I inould have thought that day loft, which 
did not prefent me with fome new o[^portunity of 
ibewing my&lf. — - My life, for fome years, was 
a continued round of what I then called pleafure, 
and my whole time engrofled by a hurry of pro- 
mifcuous diverfions. *— But whatever inconveni- 
encies fucli a manner of conduct has brought up- 
'OR myfdf, I have this confolation, to think that 
the public may reap fome benefit from it : — The 
company I kept was not, indeed, always fo well 
cbofen as it ought to have been, for the fake of 
my own intereft or reputation ; but then it was 
general, and by confequence fumiihed me, not only 
with the knowledge of many occurrences, which 
otherwife I had been ignorant of; but alfo enabled 
me, when the too great vivacity of my nature be-- 
came tempered with reflection, to fee into the fe« 
cretfprings which gave rife to the adions I had ei- 
ther heard or been witnefs of j — to judge of the 
various paffions of the human mind, and diftinguiih 
tbofe imperceptible degrees by which they become 
inafters of the heart, and attain the dominion over 
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reafon. — A thoufand odd adventures, which, at 
the time they happened, made flight impreffion on * 
me, and feemed to dwell no longer on my mind ' 
than the wonder they occafioned, now rife frefh 
to my remembrance; with this advantage, that 
the myftery I then, for want of attention, imagined 
they contained, is intirely vanifhed, and I find it* 
cafy to account for the caufe by the confequence. ■ 

With this experience, added to a genius to- 
lerably extenfive, and an education more liberal 
than IS ordinarily allowed to perfons of my fex, I 
flattered myfelf that it might be in my power to be 
in fome meafure both ufeful and entertaining to the 
public ; and this ^thought was fo foothing to thoCe 
remains of vanity, not yet wholly cxting liflied 
in me, that I rcfolved to purfue it, and imme- 
diately began to confider by what method I fhould 
be moft likely to fucceed : ta confine myfelf to 
any one fubjed, I knew could ple&ife-but one k'nd 
of tafle^ and my ambition was to be as univerfally 
read as poffible. From my obfa^ation of human 
niiture, I found that curiofity had more or lefs a 
(hare in every breaft ; and my bufmefs therefore, 
was to hit this reigning humour in fuch a manner, 
as that the gratification - it (hould receive from 
bding made acquainted with other people's ajBairs,' 
might at the fame time teach every one to regulate 
their own. • 

HAVIKG ageted within myfelf mthU impor- 
tant point, I commenced author, by flatting down 
many things, which being pleafing ta ntyfelf^- 1 
imagined would be fo to others^ b'tS^^ft examininij 
them the next day, I found an infir.ite deficiency 
belh in matter and fttle, and that there W^ 2it> 
abfolute neceffity for me to call in to my af- 
fiftance fach oi my acquaintance as were quali« 
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ficd for that purpofe. — The/r/?, that occured to 
me, I ihall diftinguiih by thie name of Mira^ % 
lady defcended from^a family to which wit feems^ 
hereditary, married to a . gentleman every way 
worthy of fo excellent a wife, and with whom {he 
Ikes in fo perfe& a harmony^ that having nothing. 
to ruffle the compofure of her fouls or difturb thofe 
fparkling ideas fne received from nature and edu- 
cation, left me no room to doubt that what fhe 
favoured me with would be acceptable to the pub- 
lic, r— The mxt is a widow of quality, who not 
having buried her vivacity in the tonxb of her 
lord, continues to make one in all the modifh di« 
verllons of the times, (o far, I mean, as (he finds^ 
them confident with innocence and hpnour ; and as- 
ihc is far from having the leaft auilerity in her be* 
haviour, nor is rigid to the failings (he is wholly 
free. from herfelf, thofe of her acquaintance, who 
had been lefs circumfpe<Sl, fcruple not to make her 
the confidante of fecrets they conceal from all the 
world befide. •— The third is the daughter of a 
wealthy merchant, charming as an. angel, bi»t en- 
dued with fo many accompli(hments, that to thof<p 
who know her truly, her beauty is the Icaft diftin- 
guifhed part of her, -— This fine young creature I 
Ihall calf Euphrojinipfxiicc (be has all the chearful- 
neis and fweetnefs aferibed to that goddefs. 

These tbne approved mydefign, aflSifj^ me of 
all the help they could afford, and foon gave a 
proof of it in bringing their (everal eflays j but as 
the reader, provided the entertainment be. agreeable, 
will not be intcrcftcd from which quarter itcomes» 
whatever produdions I fliall be favoured with from 
thefe ladies, or any others I may hereiftcr corref- 
ponA with, will be exhibited under the general 
title of The Female Spe^ator 5 and how many con* 
tribuCors foever there nuy happen, to be to the 
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vorky they are to be confid^red only as feveral 
members of one body, of which I am the mouth. 

It is alfo highly proper I {houlJ acquaint the 
town, that to fecure an eternal fund of intelligence^ 
fpies are placed', not only in all the places of reforc 
in and about this gr^at metropolis, but at Bath^ 
Tunbridg€y and the Spawj and means found out to 
extend my fpeculations even as far as France^ RomCf 
Germany y and other foreign parts, fo that nothing 
curious or worthy remark can efcape me \ and this 
I look upon to be a more effectual way of penatra* 
ting into themyfteriesofthe alcove, the cabinet, or 
field, than if I had the power of invifibility, or 
could with a wifh transport .myfelf wherever I 
pleafed, fince with the aid of tnofe fupernatural 
gifts, I could ftlll be in no more than, one place at 
a time^ whereas now, by tumbling over a few 
papers from my emiflaries, I have all the fecrets of 
Europ£^ at Icaft fuch of them as are proper for rny 
purpofe, laid open at one view* 

I WOULD, by no means, however, have what I 
fay be conftrued into a defign of gratifying a vi- 
cious propenfity of propagating fcandal : -^ who- 
ever fits down to read me with this view, wiJl find; 
t^emfelves miftaken ; for. though I (ball bring real 
fd&s on the flage, I fhall conceal the i£tors i\3cai^ 
under fuch as will be conformable to their cha« 
n(^r$; my intentioa being only to expofe the 
vice, not the perfon, — ^ Nor fhall I confine myfelf 
to modern tranfadions: -^ whenever I find any 
example among die antients, which may ferve to 
iiluflrate the topic I (hall happen to be upon, j 
ihall make no fcruple to infert it. --- An inftaneeejf 
(hining virtue in any age, can never be too Qften 
propofed as a pattern, nor the fatality of mifcoh**' 
du^ too much impreifed on the minds of our 
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youth of both fexes; and as ^ the fold aim of the^ 
following pages is to reform the faulty, and give 
an innocent amufement to thofe who are not fo, all 
poffibie care will be taken to avoid every thing that 
might ferve as food for the venom of malice and 
ill* nature. Whoever, therefore, (hall pretend to 
fix on any particular perfon the blame of adions^ 
they may happen to iuid recorded here, or make 
what they call a key to thefe lucubrations, mud 
exped to fee themfelves treated in the next publi-> 
cation with all the fev^rity fo unfair a proceeding 
merits. 

And now, having faidas much* as I think need- 
fttl of this undertaking, I fhall, without being eithej^ 
too greatly confident, or too anxious for the fuc* 
eefs, fubmit it to the public cenfure. 

Of all the pajpons giv*n us from ahoviy 
Tve nohltft^joftejiy and the hejl^ is love ;. 

fays a juftly celebrated poet, and I readily agree- 
that love in itfelf, when under the dire<ftion of ^ 
reafon> harmonizes the foul,, and gives it a gentle, 
generous- turn ; but I can by no means approve o£^ 
itjch definitions of that paiSon as we find in plays,., 
novels, and romances: in mofl of thofe writings,, 
the authors feem to lay out all their art in ren- 
dering that characSier mofl interefling^' which moft 
fets at defiance all the oUigationsy fajr the &riA 
obfervance of- which,: love alone e»n become a: 
virtue.. They drefs their Gtipid up in rofes, calt 
him the god of foft defifes, and everfpringing joys,> 
yet at the fame tKme give him the vindi<$ive fury, 
and tlie rage of Mars i — ^ (hew^him impatient of 
Gontrouly and. trampling over all the ties of duty, 
f4-iend(hipy.or natural affe<^iofi, yet make the mo* 
rive fan^ify the crime. — How fatal, how per-r 
nicious to a young and. unexperienced^mind muffc 
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be fuch maxims, efpecially when dreiled up in all- 
the pomp of words ! the beauty of the expreiTion 
deals upon the fenfe.^, and every mifchief, every, 
woe that love dccafions,- appears a charm. -— 
Thofe who feel the paffion are fo far from endea- 
vouring to repel its force, or being aCbamed of 
their attachment, however oppofite to reafon, that 
they indulgey.and take a pride in turning into ridi- 
cule the remonftrances of their more difcerning, 
friends. But what is yet more prepofterou^, and 
more evidently fhews the ill efFeds of writing in 
this manner, is, that we often fee girls, too young* 
either to be addreiTed to on the (core of love> or 
even to know what is meant by the paffion, aifeA 
the langui(hment they read of, — roll their eyes^ 
figb, fold their arms, negled every ufeful learning, 
and attend to nothing but acquiring the reputation 
of being enough a woman to know all the pains^ 
and delicacies of love. 

Miss TendsriUa is oneofthofelhave described: 
(he was the other day invited to a concert, and at 
foon as the mufic beg<in to ftrike up, cried out in 
a kind of dying tone, yet loud enough to be heard 
by a great part or the aflembly^ 

If mufic he thifoad of love^ play $n» 

A young, lady happened to be with her, who is 
iuppofed to be very near entering into the marriage 
flate, but contents herfeif with aifcovering what 
ientiments flie is poileflcd of in favour of her in- 
tended bridegroom only to thofe i^terefted in them. 
She blufhed extremely at the <e^rav^g^ce of her- 
companion^ and the more fo, sis d^. found the 
eyes of every one turned upon her^.and by their 
finiles and whifpers to each other, (hewed that 
they imagined Mifs had burft into this exclamatioa 
tottclY oa her account. A /mart gectUpo^an, ot^ 
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the next feat to them, took this opportunity of 
rallying her very wittily, as he thought, on the dis- 
covery her young confidante had made ; and the 
poor lady wa> in the utmoft confufion, until fhe 
who had occafioned it being vexed to find what (he 
bad faid fo much miftaken, and that no notice was 
tviken of herfelf, behaved in fuch a manner as left 
no room to doijbt which of them was the proper 
objcd of ridicule. 

How eafy were it now for a defigning fortune- 
hunter to make a prey of this bib-and-apron he- 
roine ! — The lefs qualified he was to render her 
choice of him approved, and the more averfe her- 
friends appeared to fuch a match, the more would 
fhe glory in a noble obftinacy of contemning their 
advice, and facrificing her perfon and fortune to an 
imaginary paffion for him ; and one has no need of 
being a very great prophet to foretel, that ff fhe is 
not fpeedily removed from theft who at prefent 
have the care of her, and fome other methods 
taken than fuch as have hitherto been made ufe of, 
to give her a more rational way of thinking, that 
wealth her frugal parents hoard up, in order to 
purch.ife for her a lafting happinefs, wHl only; 
prove the bait for her deftru<5tionr 

I AM forry to obferve, that of late years this 
humour has been flrangely prevalent among our- 
young ladies, fome of whom arc fcarce entered in- 
to their teens before they grow impatient for admi- 
ration, and to be diftinguifbed in love^fongs and 
verfes, — expefl; to hive a great budle made about • 
them, and he who firfl attempts to perfwade them * 
he is a lover, bids very fair for carrying his point* 
The eageroefs of their wifhes to be addrefled, gives 
charms to the addrefs itfelf, which otherwife it 
would not have } and hence it follows, that when a 

young 
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yoong creature has fuffercd herfelf to fall a viftim 
to the artifices of her pretended lover, and her own 
giddy whim> and is afterwards convinced of her ei^ 
ror, (he looks back with no lets wonder than fliame 
on her pad conduct, detefls the object of her former 
iniagmary paffion, and wi(hes nothing more than to 
be eternally rid of the preience of him (be once 
with fo mucb earneftnefs purfued. 

It is noty therefore, from the inconftancy of 
nature which men charge upon our fex, but from 
riiat romantic vein which makes us fometimes ima* 
ginc ourfelves lovers before we are fo, that we fre • 
cfuently riin fuch lengths to (bake ofF a yoke we 
have fo precipitately put on. — When once we 
truly love, we rarely change : — we bear the frowns 
of fortune with fortitude and patience : — we re^ 
]|ent not of the choice we have made, whatever we 
Aiffer by it ; and nothing but a long continued fe- 
ries of flights and ill ttfage from the obje£l of our 
affections can render him lefs dear. 

To be well c<»ivinG6d ' of the fincerity of the 
man they are about to marry, is a maxim, with 
ereat jufticc, always recommended to a young 
bdy ; but I fay it is no lefs material for her future 
bappinefs, as well as that of her intended partner, 
that ihe ihould be well aiTured of her own heart, 
and examine, with the utmoft care, whether it be 
real tender nefs, or a bare liking ihe at prefen^ feels 
for him ; and as this is not to de done all at ohce^ 
I cannot approve of hafty marriages, or before per- 
Ibns are of fufficient years to be fuppofed capable 
of knowing their own minds* 

Could fourteen have the power of H^^g^'^S ^^ 
itfelf, or for itfelf, who that knew the tJeaatiful 
Martf/ia at that agCi but would have d^f^e^ on 
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-Her condu£t ! — Mariefta^ delcended of the moft 
-illuftridus race, poiTeiTed of all that dignity of fenti- 
ment befitting her high birth, endued by nature 
with a furprizing wit, judgment, and penetration, 
and improved by every aid of education. — A/^r- 
tifia^ the wonder and delight of all who faw or 
heard her, gave the admiring world the greateft 
expedations that fhe would one day be no lefs ce- 
lebrated for all thofe virtues which render amiable 
the conjugal Aate, than fhe at that time was for 
every, other perfe&ion that does honour to the fex. 

Yet how, alas, did all thefe charming. hopes 
vanifh into air I Many noble Youths^ her equak in 
birth and fortune,^ watched her increafe of years for 
declaring a paifion, which they feared a» yet would • 
be rcjeditcd by thofe who had the difpofal. of her; 
but what their refpe<S^ and timidity forbad them to • 
attempt, a, more daripg.and unfufpefted rival ven- 
tured at, and fucceeded in» -— Her unexperienced 
'heart approved his perfon , and was pleafed with the > 
protcftations he made to her of it. — In fine, the 
novelty ^f Joeing addrefTed in that manner, gave a 
double grace to all he faid, and fhe never thought 
herfelf io happy as in his converfation. — His fre- 
quent vifits at length were taken notice of; he was 
denied the privilege, of feeing her, and fhe was no •■ 
longer permitted to go out without being accom-» 
panied by fome-perfon who was to be afpy upon 
her actions. — She had a gr^at fpirit, impatient of • 
controulv and this reftraim ferved only to heighten ^ 
the Inclination flte before had to favour . him : •^^ 
ihe indulged the mofl romantic ideas of his merit 
and his love : •— her. own flying fancy invented a 
thoufand melancholy foliloquies, and fet them 
down as made by him in this feparation. It is not, 
indeed, to be doubted, but that he was very much 
mortified at the impediment he found in the profe* 
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cution of his courtfhip ; but whether be took this 
method of difburthening his afHi&ion, neither (he 
nor any body elfe could be aflured. It cannot, 
howev^) be denied, but that he purfued meant 
much more efficacious for the attainment of hw 
viihes. By ^^^^>^ promifes, and intreaties, he 
prevailed on a perfon, who came frequently to the 
houfe, to convey his letters to her, and bring back 
her anfwers. Thb correfpondence was, perhaps, 
of greater fervtce to him, than had the freedom of 
their interviews not been prevented ; — Ihe con* . 
fented to be his, and to make good her word, ven- 
tured her life, by defcending from a two pair of 
ftairs window, by the help of quilt, blankets, and 
other thing;s faftened to it at the dead of night. -— > 
His coach and fix waited to receive her at the end 
of the flreet, which reaching foon after break of 
day, his chaplain made them too faft for any autho** 
rity to feparate* 

As he was of an antient honourable family, and 
bis eftate very coniiderable, her friends in a ihort 
time were reconciled to what was now irremedi* 
able, and they were looked upon as an extreme 
happy pair. — But foon, too foon, the fleeting 
pleafures fled, and fn their room anguiih and bitter- 
neis of heart fucceeded* 

MJRTE SIJj'mTL vifit fte made to a lady 
of her intimate acquaintance, unfortunately hap- 
pened to meet the young Clitander ; he was juft re- 
turned from his travels, had a handfome perfon, 
an infinity of gaiety, and a certain fomething in his 
air and deportment which had been deftruiStive to 
the peace and reputation of many of our fex.— 
He was naturally of an amorous dHpoiltion, and 
being fo, ^It all the force ^ch^rms, which had 
fome eflFe^ even on the mol^.cUd and temper- 
rat' 
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rate* -^Emboldened by Ji^jnpcr fucce^, the know- 
ledge Marufia was another's did not hinder hii» 
from declaring to her the paffion fhe had inrpirech^ 
him with. •*— She found a fecret (atisfaSion in 
hearing him> which £he was yet too young to con**^ 
fider the dan^ of, and therefore endeavoured not 
to fupi^reis until it became more powerful for her 
to have done fo, even had ibe attempted it with all 
her might \ but the truth is, ihe began to experience 
in realtiy a (tame ibe had but imagimd herfelf pof- 
fefTed of for him who was now her huiband, and 
was too much averfe to the giving herfelf pain, to 
combat with an inclination which fi^emed to hor 
fraught only with delights. 

Th£ hciife where dieir acquaintance firft be- 
gan, was now the fcene of their future meetings : 
the miftrcft of it was too great a friend to gallantry 
herfelf, to be any interruption to .the teippinete 
they enjoyed in entertaining each other without 
witnefles. — How weak is virtue when love and 
c^ortunity combine ! •— Tho* no woman could 
havie more refined and delicate notions than Mar- 
tijiu^ yet all werl» ineflFeflual againfl the foUici* 
tations of her adored Clttdnder,' -^ One fatal mo- 
ment deflfoyed at once all her own exalted ideas of 
honour and reputation, and the principles early in** > 
fiilled into her mind by her virtuous preceptors. 

The confequeoce of this amour was a total 
negle£l of hufband, houfe, and family. -— Herfelf 
abandoned, all other duties were fo too.^*«-^-So ma- 
nifeft a change was vifible to all that knew her, 
but moft to her hufband, as moft interefted in it*--^ 
He truly loved, and had believed himfelf truly be«- 
loved by her. -*- Loth he was to think his misfor- 
tune real, and endeavoured to find fome other 
motive for the averfioa ihe now exprefied for ftay- 

ing 
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ing at home, or going to any of tbofe places 
where they bad been accuftomed to vifit together ; 
but (he eidier knew not to difiemble, or took fo 
little paina to do ft, that^e was, in fpite of him*' 
felf, convinced all thaf afFe6lion (he fo lately had 
profefied,and given him teftiroonies of, wa&nbwno 
more*. — *^ He examined all his anions and could 
find nothing in any of them that could give occa- 
fion for (o iad a reverfe. -— He complained to her 
one day, in the tendereft terms, of the fmall por- 
tion fhe had of late allowed him of her conver- 
lation : — tntreated, that if by any inadvertency he 
had offended her, {he would acquaint him with his 
fault, which he afllired her he would take care 
never to repeat : — - afked, if there was any thing in 
her /ettlemcnt or jointure &e could wiih to have 
altered} and aflured her flie need but let him know 
her commands.to be inftantly obeyed. 

To all diis fhe replied, with the moft ftabbing 
indiffepeooe^ -~ Thatihe knew not what he meant, 
•*— ,That as fhe had accufed him with nothing, he 
had no^eafon to. think ihe was diiTatisfied. — But 
that peopte could not be always in the fame hu- 
mour, and defired he would not give himfelf nor 
her the trouble of making any farther interroga* 
tories* 

He muft have been infenftble, as he is Jcnown to 
be the contrary, had fuch a behaviour not opened 
his eyes ; he no longer doubted of his fate, and re* 
folving, if poifible, t« find out the author of it, he 
caufed her chair to be watched wherever (he went^ 
and took fuch efFeftual methods as foon informed 
him of the truth. ' 




In the firft emotions of his rage he was for 
fending a challenge to ^is defiroyer of his happi- 
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nefs ; but in his cooler moments he reje(S):ed that 
defign as too injurious to the reputation of Marte-^ 
fia^ who was ftill dear to him, and whom he flat* 
tered himfelf with being able one day to reclaim. 

It is certain he put in practice every tender ftra- 
tagem that love and wit could furnifh him with for 
that purpofe ; but fhe appearing fo far from being 
moved at any thing he either faid or did, that, on 
the contrary, her behaviour was every day more 
coldi Heat laft began toexpoftulate widi her, gave- 
feme hints that her late condu<^ was not unknown 
to him, and that though he was willing to forgive 
what was paft, yet, a& a hufband, it was not 
oonfiftent with his char^Ser to bear any future 
infults of that nature. — This put^ her beyond all 
patience : fhe reproached him in the bittereft terms 
for daring to harbour the leaft fafpicion of her 
virtue, and cenfuring her innocent amufements 
as ci^im&s ^ and perhaps wks glad * of this opportu-^ 
nity of teftifying her remorfe for having ever' 
liftened to his vows, and curflng before bis face 
tlie hour that' joined their bands* 

They now lived fd ill a^ life tbgethfer,- that n^t^ 
having fufficient proofs for a divorce, he parted 
bids, and though they continued in one houfe, be* 
haved to rttch other as llrangers ; never eat at the 
fiune table but when company was there, and then 
only to avoid the queftions that would naturally 
have been afked had it been otherwife ; neither of 
them being defirous the world fliould know any 
thing of their difagreement. 

But while they continued to treat each other in 
a manner fo little conformable to their firft hopes, 
or their vows pledged at the holy altar, Martefia 
became pregnant* This gave the firft alarm to 

that 
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that indolence of nature (he hitherto had tefiificd ; 
her huiband would now have it in his power to fue 
out a divorce, and though (he would have rejoiced 
to have been feparated from him on any other 
terms, yet (he could not fupport the thought of 
being totally deprived of all reputation in the world* 
— She was not ignorant of the cenfurcs (he incur* 
red, but had pride and fpirit enough to enable her 
to defpife whatever was faid of her, while it was 
not backed by proof ; but the glaring one (he was 
now about to give, ftruck (hame and confufion 
to her foul. — She left no means untried to produce 
an abortion ; but. failing in that, (he had no other 
recourfe than to that friend who was the confidante 
of her unhappy paifion, who comforted her as well 
as (he could, and aflurcd her that when the hour 
approached flie need have no more to do than 
to come dire£Hy to her houfe, where every thing 
(hould *be prepared for the reception of a woman ih 
her condition. 

^d <?onceal the alteration in her (hape, (he pre- 
tended iirdifpofition, faw little company, and wore 
^nly loofe gowns. — At length the fo-much-dread- 
46 moment came upon her at the dead of night } 
and in the midft of all that rack of nature, made 
yet more horrible by the agonies of hen|miad, (he 
rofe, rune for her woman, and telling her (he had 
a frightful dream concerning that lady, whom (he 
'knew (he had the greateft value for of any perfon 
vupon earth, ordered her to get a chair, for (he could 
4iot be eafy unlefs (he went and faw her herfd^ 
The woman was ftrangely furprized, but lier lady 
was always abfolute in her commands. A chair 
was brought, and without any other company or 
attendants than her own diftraded thoughts, (he 
wa? conveyed to the only afylum where (he thouglit 
her (hame might find a (helter. 
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A Midwife being prepared before, fkt wa» 
fafely delivered of a daughter, who expired almoft 
as foon as bom ^ and to prevent as much as poffible, 
all fufpicion of the truth, £be made herfdf be car* 
ried home next morning, where fhe went to bed, 
and lay feveral- days under pretence of having 
ipratned her ancle^ 

But not all the precautions ihe bad taken wem 
effectual enough to prevent fome people from guef- 
fing and whifpering what had happened. — Thofc 
wbofe nearnefs in blood gave them a privilege of 
fpeaking their minds, fpared not to tell her all that 
was faid of her ; and thofe who durft not take that 
liberty, (hewed by their diftant looks and refervod 
behaviour, whenever fhe came in prefeace, how 
little- they approved her condufl-. — She was too 
difcerning not to fee into their thoughts, nor was 
her innate pride of any fervice to keep up her fpirits 
on this occafion. -— To add to her difcontents Cltf* 
tander grew every day more cool in his rcfpe<Els, 
and file ibon after learned he was on the point of 
4narri|^e with one far inferior to herfelf in every 
charm both of mind and perfon. •— In fine, finding 
herfelf deferred by her relations, and the greateft 
part of her acqus(intance, without love, without re« 
fpe£l, and reduced to the pity of thofe, who per* 
haps had nothing but a greater iharc of circum- 
vention to boaft of, fhe took a refolutbn to quit 
England I and having fettled her affairs with her 
huft>and, who by this time had entered into othef 
amufements, and it is probable was very well &tif- 
fied to be eafed of the conftraint her prefence gave 
him, readily contented to remit her the fum agreed 
between them, to be paid yearly to whatever part 
of the world fhe ch(^e to.refide in \ fhe then took 
leave of a country of which fhe had been the idol^ 

and 
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and which now feemed to her as too anjuft in not 
being blind to what (he d^fired ihould be concealed. 

Behold her now in a volimtary baniOiment 
from friends and country^ atid roaming round the 
world in fruiders fearch of that tranquility ihe could 
not have failed enjoying at home in the bofom of 
a cohfort equally beloved aa loving. -— Unhappy 
charming lady ! born and endowed with every 
quality to atcra£); univerfal love and admiration^ 
yet by one inadvertent flep undone, and loft to 
every thing the wodd hold^ dear, and only the more 
ironfpicuoufly wretched, by having been confpicu* 
oufly amiable 

But fliethinks it would be hard to charge the 
blame of indifcreet marriages on the young ladies 
themfelves: parents are fometimes, by an over* 
caution^ guilty of forcing them into things, which, 
otherwife, would be hx diflant from their thoughts. 
I am very certain it is not becaufe the Italian^ Spa- 
nijh^ or Porfuguefe women are fo much warmer 
in their conftitutions^ than thofe of other nations, 
but becaufe they are fo cruelly debarred from all 
converiktilm with the men, that makes them fo 
readily aooept the firft offer that prefents.itfelf.^ 
Where opportunities are fcarce, they are glad to 
(beak their minds at once^ and fear to dgny^ left it 
would not be in their power afterwards to grant. 
Even in Turk€y^ where our travellers boaft of ha- 
ving had fuch fuccefs among the women, I have 
known feveral who are married to Englijh gentle- 
men, and permitted to live after the cuftom of 
our country, who have made very excdlent wives. 
— - In France^ the people are, queftionleiSiy the 
gayeft and moft alert in the world, and allow the 
greateft. liberties to their women, yet to hea^ of 
a dandeftine marriage among them is a kitid of 
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prodigy ; and tho' no place affords fcenes of gallan- 
try equaJ Co it in any degree of proportion, yet I 
believe there is none where fewer falfe fieps are 
made, or hufbands have lefs reafon to complain of 

"^ the want of chaftity in their wives. Nature in all 
ages is abhorrent of reft taint, but in youth efpe- 
cially, as more headftrong and impetuous, it will 
hazard every thing to break through laws it had 
no hand in making. It therefocp betrays a great 
want of policy, as well as an unjuft aufterity, to. 
feclude a young lady, and (hut her up from all in* 
tercourfe with men, for fear (he (hould find one 
among them who might happen to pleafe her too 
well. — *• Chance may in a moment deftroy all that 
the utmoft care can do ; and I fay a woman is in 
far lefs danger of loflng her heart, when every day 
furrounded with a varietur of gay obje<5b, than 
when by fome accident fne falls into die conver- 
,fation of a Angle one. A girl, who is continually 
hearing fine things faid to her, regards them but as 
words of ccnjrfei they may be flattering to her 
vanity for die prefent, but will leave^no impreffion 
behind them on her mind : but fhe, who is a ftran- 
gerto the gallant manner with which polite perfom 
treat our fex, greedily fwallows the firft civil thing 
faid to her, takes what perhaps is meant as a meer 
compliment, for a declaradon of love, and refjii^ 
to ft in* terms which either exp<!>fe her to th^tie- 

' ilgns of him who fpeaks, if he happens to have amr 
in reality, or if he has not, to his ridicule in ail 
Company where he comes into. ^. 

For this reafon the country bred ladies, who 
• are never fuffered to come to towaf^r fear their 
faces^fhould be fpoiled by the fmall-pox, or their 
repulsions ruined by the beaux, become an eafier 
prey^io the arufices of mankind, than thofe who 
have bad an education more at large. As they 
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rarely ftir beyond their father's pales, except to 'J 

church, the parfon, if he be a forward man, and ; 

has courage to throw a love-fong or copy of ver* 
fes to Mijs over the wall, or flip it into her hand in 
a vifit to the family, has a rare opportunity of mak* 
ing his fortune ; — and it is well when-it happens no 
worfe : many a fquire's daughter h^ clambered 
over hedge and ftile, to give a rampant Jump into 
the arms of a young jolly haymaker or ploughman* 

Our LoTtdon Izd'ies are indeed very rarely laid 
under fuch reftridions ; but whenever it happens 
to be the cafe, as nature is the fame in all, the coh" 
fequence will be fo too.— Would ever Eagarsfta 
have condefcended to marry the greafy footman 
that run betcHre her chair, had he not been the onlv 
man her over-carrful father permitted her to fpeac 
to ?-*-Or would Arminia have found any charms 
in a Moufitrap^ or Leathern Ap-cn^ iiad ihebeen 
indulged the converfation of a White Staff? 

5 E OMANTHEj to her misfortune, wa6 
brought up under the tuition of her aunt Neg^a^ 
-tigy a woman extremely four by aature, but ren- 
dered yet more foby age and infirmity : paft all ^ 
*die joys of life herfelf, ihe looked with a mali- 
-cious eye on ^verjjr one who partook of them ; 
cenfured the moft mnocent diverfions in the fe- 
vereft manner, and the leaft complaifance between 
perfons of different fexes, was, with her, fcanda- 
Jdus to the laft degree. — Her charafler was fQ 
vi^ell known, that none but prudes, whofe defor-' 
-mity was an antidote to^efire, — worn out^ fu«- » 

perannuated rakes, who had outlived all fenfe of 
pleafure, — .4ind canting zealots, whofe bread de-> 
pended on their hvpocrify, frequented her hottlfc, 
•^ To this ibrt of company was the young, baaft- 
tif ul, and naturally gay Siomanthi condemned : •^^-^ 
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^Ihe heard nothing but railing againft that way of 1 
,life £be knew was enjoyed by others of equal fank^ 
dnd fortune with berfelf, and which {he had too ; 
;inuch good fenfe to look upon as criminal : — £he 
thought people might be perfeSly innocent, yet 
indulge themfelves in fometimes going to a play 
^or opera ; nor could be brought to believe the 
xourt fuch a bugbear as (he was told it was : — 
,a laced coat and a tupee wig had double charma 
for her, as they were every day fo much preached 
againft; and ine never (aw a coach pafs, wherein 
^ere gentlemen and ladies, but (he wifhed to be 
among them, or a well-drefTed beau, with whom 
ihe did not languifli to be acquainted. 

At length her defires were fulfilled. Clofe as 
4hc was kept, the report that Negratia had a 
young lady in her houfe, who was miftrefs of a 
jarge fortune on the day of marriage,. reached the 
,ears of one of thofe harpies who purchafe to them* 
tielves a wretched fuftenance, by decoying the un- 
a^ary into everlafting ruin. 7 his creature, who 
^ad been employed by one fo far a gentleman as to 
jbe bred to no bufmefs, and whofe whole efiate waj 
jiaid out on his back, in hopes of appearing charm- 
iX^ in the eyts of fome moneyed woman, too 
jtruly-guefled fhe had found in SMtnanthe what 
o^e fought.-— She came to the houfe under the pre* 
Aejnce of offering fome lace, bolland, and fine tea, 
.extraordinary cheap : Negratia being what is called 
^ good houfe- wife, and a great lover of bargains, 
•l-eadily admitted htv ; and while (he was examijon- 
ing fome of the goods at a fmall diftance off, jthe 
.artful woman put a letter into. Seomantb/s hand^ 
telling her it came from the fineft gentleman in tfbe 
jwdrld, who flie was fure would die, if fhe did neik 
/avour him with ananfwer. The young lady took 
it, bldhcd> and j^ut it in her^ bofcttn^ biiit had not 

time 
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time lo make any reply to the woman, Nitgratia 
*AhsLt inflant coning towards them. As nobody un- 
. derftood her bufinefs better, ihe managed it fo that 
(he was ordered to come again the next day, wheii 
ihe faid fhe (hovld have greater variety to fhew^ 
their ladyihips. While me was packing up her 
bundles, ihe winked on Sfomanthe^ and at the fame 
time |ave her the moft befeecbing look ; the mean- 
ing of which, young and unexperienced as ihe was, 
the deftined viSim but too well comprehended, 
and was, perhaps, no lefs impatient for the fucceft 
of an adventure, the beginning of which afforded 
her infinite fatisfa£lion« 

She ran immediately to her chamber, ihut her* 
felf in, and broke open her billet, which fhe found 
fluffed with flames, darts, wounds, love, and 
death ; the higheft enconiums on her beauty, and 
the moft Vehement imprecations of not out livii^ 
his hope of obtaining her favour. -^ ExpreiSons, 
which would have excited only the laughter of a 
woman who knew the world, but drew tears into 
the ejcesof the innocent Seemanthg.^^She imagined 
he had feen4ier eiUier at church, or looking out of 
the window, for ihe was permitted to (hew herfelf 
in no other place ; and doubted not but all he had 
wrote to her of his love and defpair was no leis 
true than wlvlt ihe had iieard delivered from the 
pulpit. She looked on herfelf as too much obliged 
by the pailion he had for her, not to write an 
anfwer full of complaifance, and very de^^teroufly « 
gave it to the woman, on her coming the next ^ay. 

On the enfuing fund^y ihe faw a ftrange gently* 
man in the next pew to her ; by the glances he flole 
at her every time he could do it without being 
takea notice of, fhe fancied him the perfon who 
had declared himfelf her lover, and w^ coavinced 
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4ier conjeflure bad not deceived her, when being 

;kneeled down at her devotions, he found means, 

-while every one had their fans before their faces, to 

;drop a letter on the bench fhe leaned upon : ihe 

was not fo much taken up with the buflnefsflie 

,>was employed about, as not to fee it immediately, 

and throwing her handkerchief over it, clapped it 

' into her pocket. The looks that pafled between 

. them afterwards, during the time of divine fervice, 

confirmed her ih^ the opinion, that he was no lefs 

charmed with her -tban4iefaid he was ; and hinr, 

that theiight oJF him had«not deftroy^the imprej- 

^ lion his letter by the old woman had madeohii^^ 

Both thought theyhadreafon to be highly fa- 

. tisfied with this interview, but poor Seomantbe vrzs 

up to the head and cars in love. — The perfon of 

•the iDan was agreeable enough, and, compared to 

vthofe Negratia had fuflFeredner to converfe with, 

.angelic. — The prepofTeflion.fhe had for him, at 

•leaii:, rendered him foin her eyes, and {be thought 

every moment an age till (he got home to read 

^hisiecond billet; the contents of. which were of 

the f^me .nature with the former, only- a poftfcript 

added, intreating (he would contrive fome^means 

to let him entertain her with his paffion, by word 

.of mouth. — He mentioned the woman who-fold 

the things, and by whofe means he at firft made 

a difcovery of it, and gave the diredions where 

file livcjd, begged a meeting there, if poflible ; at 

leaft an anfwer, whether he might be fo happy or 

not } which,,he told her, he. would wait for him- 

felf early the next morning under her window, if 

ihe would be fo good as to throw it out. 

She fighed at^jxading it, thoughtiher fate verv 
•hard that it was.mit inher power to comply with 
.(he iirA part ai hi» requeft, but hejitatod not in 
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the Icaft if (he ought to grant the other. *— She- 
fnatched the firft opportuijity fhe could lay hold • 
on, to prepare a letter j in which ftie let him know 
how impoffible it was for her to come out, but 
expreffed fuch a regret at not being able to do foj - 
as {hewed it would be no difficult matter to pre- 
vail on her to run the greatcft lengths. 

By the help of his advifer, he carrredon a cof* 
refpondeflce with her; which ended in her confcnt- 
ing to quit Ntgratia for ever , apd p4leberfelf under 
his proteftion : In fine,-^ fhe-.pskcked up all her 
cloaths and jewels, threw the former from the 
window tothe woman,>who flood reatly to receive 
them on an appointed. nighty and having put the 
other inro her pocket, exchanged one fcene of hy 
pocrify for another, and fle v from a liie irkfome for 
the prefent, to enter into one of lading niifepy, 

EARLY'inthe inoming they were in'arr fed, ana*^ 
it is poffible pafled fome days in the ufual tranf- 
port9 of a bridal fl:ate ; but: when their place of 
abode was difcovered by the friends ;^nd kindred 
of Seomanthe^ who, diftra6led at her elopementf 
had fearched the whole town, in how wretched a 
manner was (he found ! — The villain had drawn 
her whole fortune out of the bank) and ^fobbed her 
of all her jewels, and the beft of her apparel, had 
(hipped every thing ofF,and was himfelf embarked ' 
Ihe knew not to what place.— The people of the 
hoiiie where they lodged, perceiving him whom 
they expedted to have been their paymailer gone^ 
feized on the few trifles he had left behind, as fa-^ 
tisfadion for their rent, and were going to tura 
the imfortnnate Seomanthe out of doors. 

Not the fight of her diftrefs, nor the lai^eii- 
tations- flae naade> which were pitiful ^Ijqji^.tp^ 
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have foftened the moft rugged hearts, had any ef* 
fed on that of Negraiia^ who thought no puniih- 
mcnt too feverc for a perfon who had deceived her 
caution ; but fome others were of a more compaf« 
fionate difpofition, they took her home with them, 
and comforted her as well as they were able :— -fhc 
ftiU lives with them a dependent on their courtefy, 
which ihe is obliged to purchafe the continuance 
of, by rendering herfelf fubfervient to all their hu- 
mours. — No news is yet arrived what courfe her 
wifrkcd hufband took ', but it is fuppofed he is re- 
tired either to France or Holland, being almoft as 
much in debt here, as all he wronged Seamanthe of 
would difcharge ; to that there is little probability 
of h\is ever returning, or if he did, that it would bt 
« at a!l to the fatisfa£^ion of his unhappy wife. 

I WAS going on to recite fome other inftances 
firf the mifchiefs, which, for the moft part, arc 
^le confequence of laying young people under too 
gfreat a refiraint, when Mtra came in, and feeing 
what. I was about, took the pen out of my hand, 
and {old me I had already faid enough ; if I pro«> 
feede^'to expatiate any farther on that head, I 
(houlpbe in danger of oeing underftood" to coun« 
tfnance an extreme on the otlier fide, which was 
much more frequently fatal to our fex. 

I YIEX.DED to her fuperior judgment,4md need* < 
ed but few arguments to be Oonvmced, that if un- 
bridled youth were indulged in all the liberties it 
• would take, we fhould fcarce fee any thing but 
imhappy objects before maturity arrived. 

The great encouragement thefe later times 
afford to luxury of every kind, can never be .too 
much guarded againft by thofe who are charged 
with the firft forming of the mind; Nature is in j 

itfdf ^ 
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itfelf abhorrent cf vice; but the ingenious contri- 
vers of fome of our modifh entertainments, have 
found fiich ways to take oiF the deformity, that 
there requires a more ftrong difcernment than* 
youth will ordinarily admit of, to diftinguifli it 
from innocence. — The glitter with which it is 
adorned ftrikes the eye at a diftance, and you per- 
ceive not the fpirit within, till, by too near an ap* 
preach, you are in danger of being infe<9ed with- 
Its venom. It was not in diverfions, fuch as our 
modern mafquerades in winter, and ridottoes al- 
frefeo in fummer, that our anceftoi's paiTed their 
evenings ;.both which, agreeable as they may feenfi 
for the prefent to they^w/>jj have often given fource 
to the moft bitter agonies '\\\ the refie£fing mind» - 
— T'hey appear to me a^^ daring attempt to in* 
vert the very order of nature, efpecially the for-' 
mer, which begins at thofehours when recrea-^ 
tions ought to ceaft, and encroaches on the time' 
we (houTd be preparing for that repofe the inii^l ' 
and body ftand in need of.-^Thofe who efcape the 
beft, are fure la lofe one day from life after every 
mafquerade ; but others, more delicate in their 
conftitutions, contra6t coids, and various difd^ders, > 
which bang upon them a long while, an§rfome« . 
times never get rid of. — Yet, how feverely trc 
would our young gentlemen and bdies think tbS 
felves, were they to be deprived of this elegant en« 
tertainment, as they term it l-^-Jf^at can be mere * 
innocent (fay they) than to fee fuch a number of 
people together^ all dreffed in different hahitSy fome 
talking^ fome dancings fome gaming^ and the mujic^ 
all the time fweetly playing I ^^ Then the repartees 
among usfo whet the wit ! 

It is certain, indeed, thjft fome great families, : 
who continue the whole winter in the country^ 
frequently have what they call a masquerade at 
their houfes, to which all die neighbouring gentry 
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are iitvited, ^nd nothing can be m9re agreeable 
tban tho(e kind of entertainments.-— Where a fe- 
hSt company are difguifed b as not to be knowi\: 
for a time to eadi other, a round of wit js perpe- 
tually played oSy and aftords matter, by the plea- -^ 
&nt miftakes fometimes made, for converfation % 
afterwards ; for where every one is obliged to pull 
off his maik, and own himfelf for what he is, as 
foon as the i^ll is over, nothing will be faid or done 
improper or indecent : but here it is quite other- 
wife ; in thefe mercenary entertainments, the moft 
abandoned rake, or low-bred fellow, who has 
wherewithal to purchafe a ticket, may take the. 
liberty of uttering the groiTeft things in the chafteft 
ear ; and fafe in his difguife go off without in- 
curring either the fhame or punifhment his beha- 
viour deferves. But, befides being fubje^ied to the 
infults of every pert coxcomb, who imagines him- 
fdf moft witty when he is moft ihocking to mo- 
dcfty, I wonder ladies can refletSt what creatures 
of their own fex they vouchfafe to blend with in 
thefe promifcuQus aflemblies, without blufhing* 

A WITTY gentleman of my acquaintence, but 
fomewhat wild, totd m^ he never was fo much 
diverted in his life ds one night, when he faw\he 
greatefi prude in the nation, after having been ax> 
cofled with fome very odd expreffions, by one, who 
doubtlefs miftook her for another, run, as if to 
ihield herfelf from his importunities, to a certain 
fille de joyey to whom he had given a ticket^ and 
cry out, O Madam^ did you hear the filthy Creature! 

I COULD not forbear acknowledging the ridi- 
cule this lady incurred, was a juft punimment for 
her appearing in a place fo little conformable to the 
aufterity {be profefTed in other things ; but at the 
fame time took this opportunity of teljing him, 

that 
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that I thought women of honour had little obliga«> 
tions to him, or any of thofc gentlemen, who, 
by making prefents ortickets tofuch loofe creature^, 
introduced them into company they otherwife 
would never have the afTurance to approach. — I 
added, that, -in my opinion, a greater aiFront could 
not be put upon the fex; and that it was alfo 
firangely impolitic to bring their miftrefTes into an 
aiTembly, where chance might poffibly engage 
them inconverfation with their own wives or filTers. 

To thefe laft words he anfwered, with a kind of 
tnalicious fmile, Noy madam ^ we never give maf^ 
querade tickets to them; Intimating, that it was not 
with the approbation of the men, that the ladies 
of their own family ihould frequent fuch places ; ^ 
and therefore, if they happened to be aftVonted 
there, they muft condemn themfelvesi 

This put me in ^nind of an acquaintance of 
mine, who. is accounted a very good hulband, 
and in effe£l is fo, though he tooK fomewhat an 
extraordinaay method to cure bis wife of a too 
great paffion (he had exprefl'ed on their firft mar-, 
riige, for going to thefe noSurnal revels. Notice 
was no fooner given of a niafquerade, then her 
eyes fparkled with joy, the habit-maker was im- 
diately Tent for, and nothing was either talked ' 
or thought on, but the drefs Oie fhqUld wear ott 
th^ approaching happy night.' Not but he was 
convinced her intentions were perfedily innocent, • 
as flie never defired to go without him, and eveii ' 
teftified an cager^lefs that he would- participate of 
a pleafure which bad To many charms for herfelf : 
but he was a man who knew the {own^ and tlw 
dangers to which many women had been expofcd 
in thefe afTemblies^ befidesi^ the expencc w.is wliat 
he could by no means relifti, ^nd fearin^j to draw 
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on himfclf the charaAer of a churlifii, or a jealous 
hufband, if he gave either of thefe reafons for re* 
firaining her, he bethought himfelf of aftrat^^em, 
which fliould render her avoiding to go for the 
future intirely her own zA and deed/ 

He caufed, unknown to her, one of his inti- 
Biate friends td put on a habit fo exadly the fame 
with that he wore himfelf, that being of a pretty 
equal. ftature, they could not bed iftinguifhed from 
each other when the ma(ks were on. This gentle^ 
man,, in the midft of a dance, flipt into the huf- 
faand's place, who immediately withdrew, and ab^* 
fconded till the ball was over. The poor lady, 
little fuipeded the deception, kept clofe to her 
fuppofed fpoufe the whole time, and when the 
company broke up, was put by him into a hack- 
ney coach, which had orders Co drive to a tavern 
in Pall-maU, She was a little furprized at find- 
ing where fhe was ; but thinking it a whim of him, 
whom it was her duty to comply with, fuiFered 
herfelf to be conduced into a room, where fae^ 
plucking off his mafk, the fight of his face, and 
his defiring fhe would do the fame, with fome ex- 
preffions not very becoming the perfon fhe had ta- 
ken him for, fo alarmed and terrified her, that fhe * 
gave a great fhriek. The hufband, who had fol- 
loiifed them in another'coach, came in that mo- 
.,, ment, and found her ringing the bell, calling for 
. j/1 *the people of the houfc, and for a chair, that fhe 
}'\\ might be carried home, the gentleman ftruggling 
:' with her, endeavouring all he could to prevail on 
her to unmafk. -^ He To well a£led his part, that 
the perfon who employed him was highly divert- 
ed, and had fuf&red the farce to go on fome time 
longer, had not the excef&ve fright his wife was 
in obliged him to put an end to it, which he did, 
hy plucking off his vizard, and taking her in his. 
arms, conjured her to compofe herfelf ; this acci^ 

dent^ 
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dent y (aid he, might have proved of ill confequence 
indeed, had it not happened with mf paiticular 
fiiend. I favr, and followed you with a refolution - 
td revenge the affront I imagined offered to me ; * 
I am now convinced it was all a miftake on. his - 
fide, as well as yours. See here, continued he, » 
tsdcing ofF bis wife's ma(k, who it is you have ' 
gallanted, and were about to be fo free with. 

The gentleman afFeded to ftart, and be very ' 
nftich amazed and aihamed of what he had done, > 
be^ed his friend's pardon, and the lady's, who ' 
he laid he accofted, as thinking her a fine wo- ' 
man^ and^ meeting with no muiner of repulfe, 
bat, cm the contrary, that (he was very defirous of 
keeping as near to him as poiBble, and fhunning \ 
aM other converfation, he had all the reafon in the 
wbrld to flatter himfelf, (he would be no lefs fa- 
tisfied with his company in another place. But, ^ 
faid he, I now perceive it was the likenefs of ha- 
bks deceived her, and that while I was gaining a - 
miftrefs, ihe doubted not but ibe was following 4 ' 
hufband. 

Th i^ adventure occs^oned a godd deal of mer- 
riment among them 5 but it had all the effeA my \ 
friend wiflied it fliould have on his wife* Th^- ' ' 
imagined danger {he had been in, and the real ter» 
rdr it had given her, dwdit fo much upon her mind, • 
that (herefolved nevermore to fet her foot with^ 
in a place where virtue and reputation were liable ' 
to' fuch hazards. He had the difcretion, however, 
tomaintain inviolably the fecretof the trick be had. ^ 
put upon her, which, had it been fo much as guef* ~ 
fed at by her, might, perhaps, have occaiioned a ' 
refentment more to the prejudiceusf liis beace, thaa • 
the continuance of that immoderate love of an - 
amufeiQieni be' did not Approve could hav^ beenti' - 
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But what this gentktnan contrived theap-* 
pearance o^ has not bee* without its parallel in 
reality. Two nofik families owe the ruin of their 
peace, as well as their enmity to each, other, which 
there is little likelihood will eafily ceafe, to a fatal 
miftake, occaiioned by the unfortunate fimilitude 
of habits^ at one of thefe mafquerades. 

^L CAL E S and Palmyra were married youngs 
the match wasmadeby the kindred on both fides, 
and their hearts not confulted in the afiair : — they^ 
lived together, notwithftanding, in very good 
harmony, neither of them liaving any attachment 
elfewhere;,and though no more than a calm 
indifference feemed to fubfift. between them, yet 
cither through chance, . or caution,^ nothing hap- 
pened for a long time that. could give the leaft 
umbrage to one or the other. His favourite amufe« 
ments were xeading, walking, and the playhoufes. 
Uer's were giving and receiving vifits, and going 
to operas and mafquerades. He. never examined 
into what company {he weot,.nor did fhe ever give 
herfelf the trouble to enquire in. what manner he 
pafied his time. She was infinitely gay and free in. 
converfation, but behaved faequally to all the men 
of her acquaintance, that malice had found no room* 
to cenfure her, as^ilty^of a particular regard for 
any one. The conduw oi^JkaUs was much the 
fame ; be did juftice to the charms of every lady,; 
but feemed affe£led by none : fo that jealoufy was 
a pafBon which this happy infenfible pair as vet 
had never known. With how much tranquility 
might life have glided on, until both had dropped 
into eternity, and left the faireft reputation on their 
tomb, had they continued as they were a few years 
longer \ But their ill fate ordained it other wife, and . 
all thfiiunity between them was nearcft toa diffoluti- 
%n, v^enmofi it feemed eftabliibfid and confirnied* 
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PAL MYR A^ as Ihe never mifled a malque* 
fade, was there one night, when AlcaleSj after ihe 
was gone, was alfodragged thither by fome friends, 
who would not be denied. Tho' he had not the ] 

feaft relifh for that diverfion^ yet being there, he 
thought he (houldbe laughed at not to behave in' 
the fame fafhibn he faw others did, andprefently 
fingled out a kdy, whom he found had fome wit 
and addrefs, for his partner. A iadv, .w4io had ac-^ 
companied Pj/wyrtf, and happenecf tO' ftand near, 
difcovered him by his voice, which he did not at- 
tempt to conceal. She run immediately with the 
news to- his wife, who at firft did not believe it^ ^ 
but the other made h many proteftations^^ that be - 
was not only there, but was alfo deeply engaged 
with his partner, and ihe was fure there was an ^ 
intrigue between them, that Palmyra^ at laft, re- 
fblved to be convinced, and went to that part of . 
the room where her officious informer had told hep 
he was, and where Ihe found him, ftill entertain-* 
ing the lady. A paffion ihe had never before ex- 
perienced, now took poileiGon of her h^art. She 
knew ihe was net deceived, ihe heard the voice of 
herhuiband diilinSly, and to find him in a place { 

he had always pretended ah averfiop to, made her | 

look upon him as a diffembler, and that he but j 

feigned a diilike, in order to come with the greater -j 

privacy, and carry on his amours. In i>ne, ihe I 

had now the moit difadvantageous idea of him, j 

that a wife, imagining herfclf not only injured, , \ 

but impofed upon, could entertain. She had fome** 
times an inclination to fpeak to him, and lethitn ^ ^ 

fee he was deteded \ but her ill genius prevented 
her from doing any thing that might have cleared 
«p this affair, and reprefented to her, that to ihew 
her refentment in that public place, would drav? 
en her the ridicule of her acquaintance, and thaV ■ 

Itivould. be more prudent to obierve his behaviour - 1 

during ,: 
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durine the ball, and afterwards follow hm; and < 
in caie he went not home, purfue him to the 
I^ce of fai$ rendezvous. 

Accordingly fhe kept her eye upon him ^ 
wherever he turned, ,as much as was poffible for 
her to do, amidft die throng which happened to 
be there that night, and at length faw him, as (he 
thought, quit the room before the aiTembly was 
broke up. As ihe had before loft fight of the lady 
be had been talking to, (he doubted not but there 
was an affignation between them ; and finding he 
ftepped into a chair, Oie took another, and followed 
till ihe found he entered in a houfe near Covent^ 
Garden. She.confidered^but a moment what (he 
ihould do before Ihe ordered the chairman to knock - 
at the door, which being opened, (he defired die 
fervantto (hew her to thegendeman who wasjuft 
come in.' The fellow, not doubting but his ma* 
fter expeded this fair vifitor, conducted her up « 
ftairs, where (he waited not long, before a very 
handfome gendeman, habited exa£dy in the fame 
manner (he had feen her huiband,- but now ' 
without a ma(k, came to her, and in the moft com • ^ 
pkufant terms, begged to know her comnuinds. 

Vexed and Confufed without meafure at the * 
difappointment, (he replied abrupdy, that (he had < 
Rsiftakenhimfor another, and turned haft ily away 
in order to go. down ftain ; but he feized her by 
the garment, and told her, he (bould ill deierve 
the bounty fortune had thrown in his way, if he - 
ftiftered her to depart without letting her know (be - 
could come in fearch of no man who would fet a - 
greater value on any condefcenfion (he ibould be = 
plfafed to gnuithim** > 




> '• 


Book ii. SPECTATOR. W> 

In* fpite of the ill humour ihe was in, there- 
was fomewhat in the perfon and addrefs of this^ 
ft ranger that pleaCbd her, and it juft then entering, 
into her head, that there was a poifibility he 
might have chsinged habits with Jlcales^ as people ^ 
fometimes do at a mafquerade,. either out of fro* 
lick, or the better to carry on an intrigue, fhe 
afked him, if he had worn that habit the whole, 
evening ? To which he anfwerii^ in the affirma- 
tive, (be grew more and more perplexed, but wad • 
certain £he had not been deceived in the voice ihe 
had heard,., which was that of her hufband, and^ 
y^xy different from his who now fpoke to her.— - 
She then afked farther, if he had not taken notice 
of a gentleman in the fame habit with himfelf ? 
To which he faid,. that he bad obferved fucb a 
one, and that the perfon fhe meant was very much 
taken up with a lady \ buty added he^ with a, Lnile,^ 
that lady was notjhe^ who now does bimtbe hmown < 
to appear fo much concerned -about him* 

Th BS£ words piqued Palmyra to the foul, and 
flattering, herfelf that fhe might learn fometbing 
farther, by entering into a conversation with him, . 
fufFered herfelf to be prevailed on to fit. down j 
and having told himfhe was the wife ofthe per- 
fon fbe enquired for, plucked off- hermafk, in . 
order to (hews that her face was not fuch as might . 
juftify the flight he had put upon her ; and con* 
lured him not to conceal any thiiig.he knew of 
the perfidy of her hufband. . 

This gentleman, . whom I (hall call Lyfiimn^ k 
affured. her, with a great deal of truth, that the 
'perfon who happened to be in the fame drefs with 
himfelf, and which made him take the^catetno^ 
tice of him, was utterly unknown to hin^^ but fo 
exaggerated the~compliaieat9 he bad heard hiDa 
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make to the lady, that Palmyra was quite loft in 
fpite and jealous rage ; which he perceiving, art- 
fully blended his praifes of her beauty, with his 
exclamations on the ingratitude of a hu(band, who, 
having fuch a wife, could have eyes for any other 
charms, till vanity on the one fide, and revenge on 
the other, rendered her in a fit difpofition taiiften 
to the pleas of a new flame ; which he fo fuccefs-. 
fully purfued, that- before corning he not only 
gained the entire poflei&on of her perfon, but of a 
heart, which, till then, had been infeniible eithen 
of the pains or joys of love. 

It was fome* hours pafl day^break when fhc 
came home ; Akali^ had^not got ridof thecoma 
pany who had carried him abroad j^ until pretty 
near the fame time, fo was returned but juft be-» 
fore her, and not yet in bed. * He feemed not,- 
however, theleaft lurprized at her ftaying fo much 
beyond the time (he was accuftomed to come from 
the mafquerade, rier afked any queflions concern- 
ing it ; and fhe was too much engrofTed by the 
thoughts of Lyfmon^ to take-any notice that fhe 
knew he had been there; and all, perhaps, had 
paiTed over^ if the fifter of Alcaics^ whofe houfe 
was dire£Uy oppofite to that where Xj^m^»lodg- 
ed,.had not' unluckily feea her at his window; 
adjufling her drefs before fhe took her leave. This 
lady had fecretly a paffion for him, and bad taken 
all opportunities to throw herfelf in his way^ in 
hopes of engaging him 9 but he having either not 
underftood, or negledted the advances fhe made, 
the fight ol Palmyra made her not doubt, -but it '•■ 
was for her fake he had appeared fo ftupid and un« 
grateful.— Fired with all therage ofjealoufy, re» 
venge, and difappointment,. fhe camethe next day 
to the houfe of Alcalis^ and, before his face, flew 
m^ Palmyra^ as a woman that bad brought difho* 
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nour on their family^ and was unworthy of fogoocf 
a huiband : repeated all (he knew of being with 
Lyjimon^ and faid flie would bring her woman, 
and a man-fervant, whom (he had called to fee 
heir at his window, to be witnefs to the truth of 
whatlhe faid. So home acharge, and given by his 
fitter, roufed Alcales from that indolence of temper 
hebad hithertobehaved with. — His cheeks glowed, 
but his heart was yet more inflamed . Palmyra y at 
firft, denied the accufation, but finding the proofs 
were too plain againft her, (he turned tlie whole 
blame of this cruel cenfure upon her hufband : 
confefied that jealoufy and grief at feeing his en- 
gagement at the mafquerade, had made her follow 
a perfon whom (he miftook for him ; but that a» 
to having any acquaintance with that gentleman, 
on whofe fcore ihe was reproached, fhe utterly 
denied it, or even that fhe knew his name. 

ALCALES liftened to all (he faid, without 
offering to give her the leaft interruption ; but 
perceiving fhe had done, replied, with a fmile that 
had iomething in it which denoted a mingled ma- 
lice and difdain, — ^It is wondrous ftrange, madam^ 
finte your exceffive love for me, and the terror 
you were in of a rival's fupplanting you in my 
affcdions, had carried you fuch lengths, how you 
could immediately, and without being convinced 
your fufpicions were groundlefs, afiume fuch a 
compofednefs in your behaviour ; you m jft x:er- 
tainly have a more than ordinary command over 
your paffions, never fo much as to mention what 
gave you fo great pain. 

PALMrRAh2id little to alledge againft f<> 
critical an obfervation ; but what fhe wanted irt 
argument, ihe made up with railing; endeavouring^ , 
as is comrelon in fiich cafes,, to conceal her own 

fault^'. 
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faults by exaggerating thofe of her hufband.-— At . 
kft the quarrel arrived to fuch a height, that fbe 
flew to her chamber, packed up her jeweb, and 
went to her brother'shoufe, where flie pomplained 
loudly of the injufticeflie had received, and made 
bitter imprecations never to return to Alcales, 

In the mean time, he was fully convinced of 
the injury had been done him, and in the heat of 
his refentment fent a challenge to Lyjimon^ whd' 
was too brave not to anfwer it. They fought, 
and were both of them*^dangeroufly wounded. — 
The whole time that Akate% was confined to his 
bed, neither Palmyra^ nor. any of her friends, once 
fent to enquire after his healtn : this want of even 
common complaifance, neither himfelf, nor rela- 
tions, have ever forgiven, efpecially as they heard 
that Lyfimon was treated by them with more itS^di^- 
—Nothing could be more inveterate than the ha^ 
tred which has from that time been between the 
two families. Palmyra kept her word, and never 
faw her hu(band after ; the only thing, perhaps, (he 
could have oUiged him in. AiTured as he was of 
her infidelity^ proofs were wanting for a divorce^ 
therefore it was agreed by the lawyers appointed 
by each party, that (he (bould have the intereft of 
her own fortune to live upon, in what nKanner watu 
moft agreeable to her. They parted with the fame 
kidifFerence, though with lefs tranquility than they 
met. He retired to his country feat, where he 
ftill drags on a folitary gloomy life. She went to 
Franci^ where Her bdioved Lyfimon was gone, foon 
after the recovery of bis wounds ; but whether (he 
continues to find in his converfation (ufficient to 
atone for her lofs of innocence and reputation, is^ 
very much to be queftioned. 

Bur. 
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But ofall who ever fuffered by their curioiity, 
or attachment to this dangerous diverAon, the cafe 
of the innocent Erminia was moft truly pitiable. 

This young lady and her brother were the 
only iilue of a very happy marriage, and both 
ihared equally the tenderneft of their indulgent 
parents. They were educated in the ftri6left ru- 
diments of piety and virtue, and had fomething 
innately good in their difpofitions, as made the 
pra^lice of thofe duties, which to others feem mod 
fevere, to them a pleafure. The family lived in 
the country, and came not to London but once in 
two or three years, and then flayed but a fhort 
time, till the young gentleman having iinifhcd his 
ftudies dXCambridge^ it was thought proper he fliould 
fee more of the world, than he could poiHbly do in 
that retired part. But fearing he {hould fall inta 
the vices of the age, in cafe )ie were left too much 
to himfelf, they refolved on moving to town, in 
prder to have him ftill under their own eye'. 

Accordingly a houfe was taken in a certain 
fquare, and the whole f;imily came up*, and, not 
to feem particular, were obliged to live after ther 
nianner people do in town : Erminia was not now 
above fixteen, and (as all new &ces are, if tolerar: 
bly handfome) was extremely taken notice of, yet' 
was not her young heart puffed up with the leaft. 
pride or vanity \ and though ihe had all that 
chearfulnefs which is the infeparabk cobo{^amon 
of innocence and good-nature, yet it did neveiJ' 
tranfport her fo far as to take, or permit^ any of 
thofe liberties^ which ihe faw fome of her new. 
acquaintance make no fcrupk of^ 

t 

Soon after their arrival winter came on^ and^ 
wherever either jQie or her brother ^.ent,. nothing 

was^ 
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was talked on but the mafquerade : neither of them 
had ever feen one, and the eagernefs they obferv- 
ed in others, excited a curiofity in them. Their 
parents would not oppofe the inclination they ex- 
prefied^ and confented they Oiould go together, 
but gave their fon a ftri£i: charge to. be watchful • 
over his fifter, and never quit flght of her tell he 
brought her home t« them again. Though this* 
was an entertainment unknovmin England in their- 
gay time of life, and confequently they were ftran-^ 
gers tothe methods pra6tifcd at it, yet having heard.' 
fomewhat of the dangers, they repeated over and 
over the fame injuncSiion to the young, gentleman, > 
who afllired them he would take the fame carea^- 
if themfelves were prefent. 

Alas ! he little knew how imprafticable it wa&r 
to keep his promife ; they were no fooner entered, 
than both were bewildered among the promifcuou»< 
aflembly, the ftrange habits, the hurry, the con- 
fufiori*quitediftrafted"theirattention.-*-Theykept» 
clofe to each other, indeed, for fome time, but 
were foon feparated by a crowd that came rufhmg 
between them, fome acoofting the brother, others 
the fifter. Thofe who talked to them eaiily found, 
they were ftrangers to theoonverfation of the place^ - 
and whifpering it about, our youngxountry gentry - 
ferved as butts for the company^ to level ail the^ 
arrows of their wit againft. 

E R MINI A had loft her brother for a confi- 
derable time, and was encompafTed by peribns of 
both fexes, whofe mode of fpeech was neither 
pleafing to her, nor did fhe know how to anfwer^ 
at laft, the fight of a blue dominej which was the 
habit he went in, revived her, and (be ran to the 
perfon who wcM'e it, and catching faft bold of him, 
DeaiR JRr^rfwfe, cried (he, let us go homt^ I have 
■ ■■!'■ S' been. 
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been- frighted to death by tbofe n^ify people yonder • 
I wonder what pUaJure any body can take in being 
htre* 

The perfon fhe accofted made no reply; but 
•taking her under the arm, conduifted her out as 
ihe had ddlred, and went with her into a hackney 
x:o^ch. Little fufpeding the accident that had be- 
fallen her, fhe attended not to what orders he gave 
-the coachman ; and, glad to find herfelf out of 21 
place which. for her had fo few charms, entertain- 
ed her fuppofed brother with a repetition of what 
had been faid to her, till the coach flopped at the 
door of a great houTe.: as it was not yet li^t, fhe 
diftinguifhed it not from thtic own, and innocently 
jumpoi out, and was within the entry before fhe 
difcovered hermiftake; but as foonas&edid, 
BUfs me^ cried fhe, where have you brought me^ 
brother? She followed him, however, up ftairs, 
where he, pulling off his vizard*, difcovered a faoe 
{he had never feen before. 

. Never was furprtze and terror greater than diat 
which now feized the heart of that unfortunate 
young lady : fhe wept, fhe prayed, fhe conjured 
him>by every thing that is called iacred, or vrorthy 
of veneration, to fuffer her to depart ; but he was 
one, to whom had fhe been lefs beautiful, her in- 
nocence was a fufficient charm. The more averfe 
and fhocked fhe feemed at the rude behaviour with 
which he immediately began to treat her, the moce 
were his deiires inflamed ; and having her in hk 
power, and in a houfe where all her Ihrieks and 
cries were as unavailing as her tears and intreatiet, 
hefatiated, by the mofl barbarous foroe^ his bafe 
inclination?, and for a moment's joy to biqafelf, 
was the entire ruin of a poor creatus^ vdnih \%* 

' ii£eifahc& 
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norance of the world, and the artifices of mzn^ 
kind, alone had betrayed to him. 

' 'The cruel conqueft gained, he was at a lofe 
how to difpofe of his prey ; a thoufand times (he 
begged he would compleat the villainy he had be- 
gun, and kill the wretch he had made ; but this was 
what neither his fafety, nor perhaps his principle, 
wicked as he was, would permit hint to do. He 
^eafily found fhewasa girl of condition, and doubt- 
ed not but ibe had friends who would revenge the 
iujury he had done her, could they by any means 
difcover the author; he thej:^ofe, after having in 
vain endeavoured to pacify hei*, and prevail on h^ 
to comply with his defires of holding a fecret cor- 
refpondence with him, compelled her to let him 
bind a handkerchief over her eyes, that {he might 
not be able to defcribe either the boufe or ftreet 
where ihe was abufed ; then put her into a hack-, 
ney coach, whid\ he ordered to dri^ into an ob- 
fcure dirty lane in the Strand, near the water-fide, 
where be made her be fet down, and immediately 
droveawaywithall thefpeedthe horfes could make. 

She no fooner found herfelf at liberty, than (he 
plucked the bandage from her eyes^ — ^fiie cafl a 
difconfolate look about,— (he knew not where (he 
was ; bjut the fight of the water at feme little di- 
ftance from her, tempted her more than once, as 
(he has fioceconfelTed, to throw Jierfelf into it.The 
precepts of rdigion, however, reftrained heir, and 
ihe wandered backwards and forwards for Come 
time, uncertain what to do ; at length (he came 
to a more populous place, and feeing a chair, 
made herfelf be carried home, though with what 
agonies of (hame and grief is ea(ier to imagine 
than defcribe* 

Thk 
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The young gentleman her brother, had all this 
time been in the utmoft diftradion ; he no fooner 
miffed, than he went in fearch of her round and 
round the room, and through all the little avenues 
that led to it ; defcribed her habit to the fervants, 
and afked if they had feen fuch a lady ; but all his 
endeavours being fruitiefs, he ran home, flattering. 
himfelf, that miifing him, ihe had gone before. 
— Not finding her there, he flew back again to the 
Haymarietj made a fecond fearch, a fecond en- 
quiry, and that being as ineflFeftual as the firft, his 
grief and his defpair were beyond all bound8.-<-He 
truly loved bis fifter, and doubted not but fome 
very unhappy accident had-befallenher; but what 
involved him yet in greater horrors, was how he 
(bould anfwer to his parents his fo ill acquitting 
himfelf of the charge they laid •n him concerning 
her. Dreading their reproaches, and even yet 
more the agonies they would fe^l at feeing him re- 
turn without her, he flew about the ftreets like 
one totally deprived of reafon, until day being 
far advanced, and every body he met iwing at 
him as a perfon whom drink or madnefs had ren- 
dered an objed of derifion, lliame, at leaft, got 
the better of hi« vexations, and he ventured to 
encounter what was more dreadful to him than 
death itfelf. 

Tu c anxious parents could not think of goirrg 
to their repofe until their dear children w^e re- 
turned in fafetyi they had apprehenfions which 
they could not acconnt for, none having dared to 
inform them that Erminia was mifling, or that 
her brother, many hours before, had called at the 
door to aik if (he was come : but when they now 
iaw him enter with a confufed and dejeded air, 
and found their daughter v^as not with him» they 
both at on^e cried out, ih a tranfport of mingled 

ra^ 
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rage arid^ief^ Where isyourjifter? What is ie^ 
(ome of Ermiiia ? Do you approach us without her ? 

The condition this poor yoath was in, would 
be very difiicult to exprefs ; he trembled, hung 
down his head, and his flowing eyes let fall a 
fiiQwer of tears upon his breaft, but had not power 
to fpeak, until his father, impatient of knowing 
even the worft that could befal, commanded him 
cither to repeat what had happened, or that inftant 
leave his fight for ever. O, S/r, (then cried he) 
what can J fay^ my Jijier is gone^ all my care in 
obeying your commands was vain^ and I am wholly 
ignorant how this misfortune happened. 

Scarce had he fpoke thefe words, when the 
ruined maid appeared. Father, mother, brother, 
all ran at once to catch her in their arms, but • 
the (bock of returning to them as &e now wat 
rendered, worked too powerfully on the weakneft 
of her fpirits, to leave her in a condition to receive 
their embraces^ and fhe fell mtoafwoon, in which 
Ihe continued a long time^ though they immedi- 
ately und]%flred, put her to bed, and ufed all pro- 
per means for her recoyeSry. 

On the return of her fenfes^ fhe fell into ^he 
moft lamentable complaints, but could not be pre- 
vailed upon, .while her father and brother were in 
the room, to reveal any Jthing of the occafion. 
Her mother, obTerving their prefence was a re- 
ftraint, tlefired them to withdraw ; after which, 
partlyby commands, and .partly by intreaties^ but 
more by mentioning all i^ evils that hex jiiiagi* 
.nation oould fuggeft, at laft the whole fad fecret 
.jifjlf|5.rev«ded. 

Never was ib dlfconfolate a family, and tbe 

more 
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more (b, as they iWHd by no means difcover the 
brutal author of^^ir misfortune ; the precautions 
he had taken rendered all their fearch in vain, and 
when fome days after they prevailed on Erminia 
to go with them in a coach almoft throughout 
London^ yet could (he not point out either the 
houfe orftreet where her ravifher had carried hen 

To fill the meafure of her woes, a young gen- 
tleman arrived in town, who long had loved, and 
had the approbation of her friends, and for whom 
(he alfo felt all the paf&on that can infpire a vir- 
tuous mind. He had by fome bufinefs been pre- 
vented from accompanying the family in their re- 
moval, but was now come full of the hopes of 
having his defires compleated, by a happy marriage 
with Erminia. 

Mel AKcwoL Y reverfe of fate 1 Inftead of be- 
ing received wich open arms, and that chearful 
ivelcome he had been accuftomed to, and had rea- 
fon to cxpeft, the moft heavy gloo^-^ppeared on 
all the faces of thofe he was permitfed'(^il|Eee : but 
Erminia no fooner heard of his arrival, than (he 
flhut hcrfelf up in her chamber, and would by no 
means be prevailed upon to appear before him.— 
To excufe her abfcncc, they told him fhe was in- 
difpofed; but this feemed all pretence, becaufethe 
freedom with which they had always lived together 
might very well allow him the privilege of vifiting 
her in her chamber. He complained of thb al- 
teration in her behaviour, and doubted not, at firft, 
". but it was occafioned by the pteference they gave 
to fome new rival. — The true reafon, however, 
could not be kept fo much a fecret, but that it was 
wbifpcred about, and he foon got a hint of it. — 
How fenfible afhock it muft give him, mayeafjy 
be conceived ; but he got the better of it, and af- 
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rter a very little refledlion, went to her father, told 

him the affiiding news he had heard, but withal 

.aiTured him, that as his \o\^ fiot Erminia wa9 

. chiefly founded on her virtue, an a<St of force could 

not be efteeiped any breach of it, and was fiiil 

ready to marry her, if fhe would confent. 

This generofity charmed the whole family, 
^h\xt Erminia could not think of accepting the offer : 
•*^the more (he found hi^i worthy of her affe£lions 
in her ftate of innocence, the lefs could (he fup- 
port the (hame of being bift, in the condition (lie 
was: -—(he told her parents, that (he had taken 
a firm refolution never to marry, and begged their 
permidion to retire to an aunt, who was married 
to an old clergyman^ and lived in one of the moft 
remote counties in England. Dear as her pre- 
fence was, they found fomething fo truly noble in 
ber way of thinking, that they would notoppofe 
it; and even her lover, in fpite of himfelf, could 
not forbear applauding what gave a thoufand d^« 
gers to his heart. 

^ERMINIA^ in a fliort time, departed for 
her country reftdencci nothing was ever more 
mournful than the leave (he took of her parents 
and brother; but not alltheintreatiesofher lovec, 
i)yineflages and letters, could gain fo far upon hey 
modefty , as to prevail on her to fee him ; (he fent 
him, however, a letter, full ofthemoft tender ac- 
knowledgments of his love and generofity, and 
,with this he was obliged to be content. 

It is not every woman would have refented 
i*ijch an injury in the fame manner Widi Ermi^ 
;nia ; and it muft be confefTed, that her notions of 
{honour and virtue had fomewhat Superlatively de- 
jlicate in then^, — What si lofe then to the world to 
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be deprived of fo amiable an example, as fhe would 
bave doubtlefs proved, of conjugal truth, tender- 
nefs, and a ftrift obfervance of every duty the men 
fo much defire to find in her they make a partner 
for life ! How can her brutal raviflier refled, as it 
is impoffible but he fometimes muft, on the mif- 
chiefs he has occafioned, without horrors, fuch as 
muft render life a burthen ! — Though he yet is hid 
in darknefs, and left no traces by which the public 
may point the villain out, and treat him with the 
abhorrence he deferves, his own thoughts muft 
furely be the avengers of hi^ crime, and make him 
more truly wretched than any exteriorpuniihrnent 
could do. 

It is true, that accidents of this dreadful na- 
ture but rarely happen, and heaven forbid they 
fiibuld ever be more frequent 5 yet I am afraid they 
are much more fo than is publickly known : mc- 
thinks, therefore, youth and innocence cannot be 
too much upon its guard, even againft dangers that 
feem moft remote : the (hares laid for it are fome- 
times fo well concealed, that the moft penetrating 
eye cannot difcover them ; and (he who boafts the 
greateft difcernment, is often intangled in them die 
fooneft. The inadvertent and unwary are, indeed, 
^o be pitied i but thofe who run wilfully, and iii de- 
-fiance, as it were, of all temptations, even though 
they fliould efcape, merit little thanks from their 
own fex, becaufe they fet an ill precedent fot 
others,. who, perhaps,. may briefs fortunate^ 

I CANNOT fay our fummcr evenings publit en- 
tertainments, of which I think f^aux-hall not only 
the moftpleafant, butalfo moft frequented* by the 

freat World, arc liable to fiich unlucky accidents*—?* 
Ivery one there appears with the fame face Which 
.nature gave#im, and if intrigues are carried on» ft 
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fiiuttj atleaft, be with the confent of both parties % 
yet here are dangerous excitements, — mufic, flat- 
;tery, delightful groves, and fweet receffes, to lull 
afleep the guardians of honour. — A certain well 
J^nown gentleman, whofe acquaintance bodes no 
sood to the young and^b^ofiful of our fex, has often 
goaded thzxVaux'hallyN2s the temple of /%r^7, of 
which he has long been conflituted high-prieft.— 
J wifli there may not be too much truth in what 
^efays; but for the vindication of fome ladies who 
have been lover's of a ramble crofs the water, I 
^uft recite one inftAnce of a difappointment he 
^et.with, much to his CQortif^ation, and which^ 
for feme time, brought him under difgrace with 
the moft illuftrious of all his patrons: 

As his chief employment is the fearch oi beauty^ 
4n which our modern fine gentlemen allow him to ' 
Jh^ve an exquifite taile, he one night fingled out ;i 
.young girl, who feemed to have comprized in her 
.eve;ry thing that could infpire an amorous inclina- 
tion. Flavla^ for fo I fhall call her, had twotrom* 
.panions with her of her owii fex. — He artfully in* 
^troduccd himfelf into their conv^rfation, and found 
,that /he whom he had pitched upon^ had no lefs , 
wit and addrefs, than (he had beauty. This, he 
thought to himfelf wasa conqueft worth obtaining, 
jand was refolved to fpare no pains in the attempt, 
.being,cei;tainthatif he wasfo happy to fucceed in 
itdASs reward woujd beproportionate to the fervicc. 

V Th e modeft and grave deportment with which 
\\t behaved toward3 her and her friend^, made 
.them^ as tl}ey had no male acquaintance with them, 
.glad of his protedion to fee them into a boat when 
*the company broke up; and the great crowd and 
hurry which there always is, rendered him, indeed, 
ib very ufeful, that they could* net, without being 
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guiky of too prudifh a referve, refufe permitting* 
hrm a paflage with them to the other fide ; by 
this meiiishe got knowledge where- they ail lived,- 
for his complaifance would need extend itfelf fo' 
far as to fee each to her refpedtive habitation. 

FLA VIA being the enly perfon on whom he- 
had a defign, he went to wait on her the next day,^ 
under pretence of enquiring after her health, the- 
evening happening to be more cool than ordinary, 
he faid he feared might have had fome ill efFetl on 
a conftitution fo delicate as her's. Flavia^ who^ 
iii(pe(Sed not the ferpent that lay hid under fuclV 
feir behavioiir, received him with the utmoft civi^ 
lity., but her mother with infinitely more : (he had* 
boen ^. woman of gallantry in her youth, and did* 
not j^Jiink herfelf yet part it, fo was very ready 
to encourage the vifits of any perfon who made a 
good appearance^ She thanked him a thoufahd 
times over -for the care he had taken^ of her daugli-^ 
ter, and wl^n encouraged by hef manuer of treat- 
ing him, he aflced permiffion to wai t on them fdilie- 
tiHies at tea-drinking, flie aflured him, nothing 
could dd her more honour and pleafure, than to cul- 
tivate an acquaintance witha gentleman of his merk, ■ 
He now looked on half his work as done, and 
by the difpofition of the moihtry judged he fliould- 
find little difficulty in his defigns on the daughter ^ J 

«(|>ecially as on enquiry into their circumftance^, | 

t found they were very low 3^ — that the father' j 

of Flaviay at his death, had left a numerous family { 

' unprovided for, and that the dlher children were' 
difperfed, fomc with one relation, fome jyitb ano-- 
tber, the mother being able to fuppoit no tn^f (^ thai>^ 
this one. In this confidence he went immediately? | 

to the illuftrious RinaUo^ and, after magnifying bis^ 
own zeal and induftry to fcrve his pUafures, told^ , 
him,- he had difcovered a treafure of charms fit?; 
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only for his pofieilion ; and with fuch lufcious 
phrafes painted to him every grace the beautiful 
F/aviaw2L'> miftrefs of, that Rinaldo was all on fire 
ro fee her. — If I find her fuch as you defcrtbe^ faid 
he, afid I enjoy her by your means ^ I will deny you 
nothing you can ajk, T he other bowed, and aflii- 
red him he \¥;ould bring her iato the Mall the 
next day, where his o>yn aye (hould convince 
bim of the truth. 

This being agreed to, he went to the mother 
of Flavia, and intreated they would favour him 
with their company to the park, for he would not 
hazard a refufal, by a(king the one without the 
other ; and befide, thought it would be imprudent 
to give them any room to fufpedl his intentions, 
till he fhould knaw Rlnaldo's fentiments. 

They now looked on him as one of their ac- 
quaintance, and were not at all difpleafed to be gal* 
ianted by a perfon who made the figure he did. — 
In fine, they went ; Rinaldo was there, met them 
at feveral turns, and found nothing in Flavia but 
what attrafled his admiration. — The lafttimehe 
pai^ by them, Tou are a happy many faid he, call- 
ing him by his name, to havi the condu^ of fo 
muth beauty. 

This purveyor for the vices of other men was 
highly pleafed to find the. choice he had made ap- 
proved. — Flavia bluflied, but her naother was 
tranfported to fee by whom they were taken notice 
of»*— All the time they continued walking after- 
ward$ they were entertained witlv nothing but the 
praifes of .K/V/tf/^/^?, — his fine fhape, his genteel 
air, but above all, his good-nature, generofity, 
and liberality to the ladies^ were expatiated on 
with aU thepomg that words could give them. 

He 
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He proceeded no farther at that time, but the 
next day, when he waited on Rinaldo to know his 
commands, he found him all impatience for the 
pofleffion oiFlavia ; on which he went directly to 
her, and made no fcruple of acquainting both her- 
felf and mother with the paffion that illuftrious 
perfon was infpired with, and at the fame time 
made them the moft formal compliments of con- 
gratulation on their good fortune. 

The tnother liftened to him with the moft rap- 
tured attention. She already fancied herfelf in ' 
her coach -and- fix, and a thoufand wild ideas of 
grandeur, homage, and magnificence, ran through 
her head in an inftant.- — She told him, that flie 
knew her duty better than to oppofe any thing the 
great Rinaldo wifhed, and fhe hoped her daughter 
would alfo receive the honour he did her with a - 
becoming obedience. 

FL A V I A all this time fpoke not a word j the 
furprize of fuch an ofFer at firft, and the Ihock it 
gave her to hear her mother's reply afterwards, kept 
her filent : but theblufhes, which, in reality, were 
excited by her difdain, were taken only as the effect 
of her modefty. — Both of them urged her to fpeak, 
and the emiflary of Rinaldo intreated to know from ' 
her own mouth, what anfwer he fliould give his 
patron : — At laft, 5/r, faid (he, / am utterly un^ 
worthy of any regard: from fo great a perfon ^ and 
equally ignorant hw to repay it any otherwife than 
by my prayers and good wijhes, — TA/V is all I can 
fay as to Rinaldo ; but as to your felf from whom 
I little expe^ed fuch a propofal^ be ajjured I am 
and will be virtuous. 

With thefe words (he flung out of the room, 
leaving the perfon ihe addrefTed them to in a great 
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deal of confternation \ but her mother foon brought 
him into a better humour : fhe told him the girl 
had fome romantic notions in her head^ but (he 
fhould eafily bring her to a more juft fenfe of her 
duty, when flie talked to her in private ; and there- 
fore begged he would not mention her foolifli be* 
haviour to RinaUoy for fhe would undertake to 
prepare her to receive his commands whenever 
he pleafed. 

It was then concluded between them, thatihe 
ihould remove with her daughter to a fmali but 
picafant houfe, they had on the banks of the river, 
and which, indeed, was their ufual habitation, they 
having only lodgings in town for the prefent, on 
account of a law-fuit the mother of Flavia came 
to foUicit : — that fhe would have two or three 
day?, Ill crder to bring her into fuch a difpofition, 
as they wifhed y and that when every thing was 
ready, fhe fhould let him know by a letter, after 
which Rinaldo might come privately to thetr 
houfc by water. 

Our modern Pandarus was no fooner gone, 
than fhe flew to her daughter's chamber, where fhe 
{bund her in tears. — She called her athoufandfools^ 
'-^fFhaty cried fhe, do you grifVe for what any other 
than yourfelf would rejoice in f^—Do you conjider 
who Rinaldo is ? — Tvhat he will hereafter be ? — 
And what your fons^ if you have any by him^ will be ? 

To this Flavia replied as became a maid de- 
voted to virtue, begged {he would infift no farther 
on a thing fhe was determined never to confent to, 
«— and concluded with aflUring her, that fhe 
flipuld prefer the lowefl flate in life to all the 
grandeur in the world, if purcbafcd at the expence 
of her innocence. 

The 
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The old lady's vexation was ine:q)reffible at 
finding her fo rcfraSory to her defifres ; but re-, 
folute not to lofe the advantages (he promifed to* 
herfelf and family by this propo^^ihe leftnomeans^ 
untried to bend or perfuade her to compliance. 

When they got to thck little country feat, {he* 
fet before her eyes the misfortunes they were at. 
prefent involved in, and endeavoured to convince 
her, that the paffion Rinaldo had for her, feemed a. 
peculiar mark of Divine Providence in their favour^. ' 
and that what would be a crime to grant to any 
other man, was intirely fandified by his degree, 
^uad would be approved on both by heaven and;' 
earth. But finding thefe arguments of no weight, 
and that all the fophiftry (he made ufe of was in 
vain, (he proceeded to threats, and even to blows \ 
nay, denied her necefiary food, and ufed her wicl> 
a<:ruelty fcarce to be paralleled in a mother.' This' 
noethod alfo failing, and the virtuous maid remain-^ 
iog fixed in her refolution, (he again had recourfe 
to perfuafion, till Flavioy quite tired out with ' 
hearing 4he fame things fo often repeated, at lad 
left ofF making any reply, but was all the time 
meditating how fhe fhould avoid the ruin intend* - 
ed her* • 

The mother now looked upon her filence as a 
kind of confent, and that it was only owing to an^ 
obflinacy of 'nature, that ihe did not give it in 
plain words^-^-In this Opinion (he fet her houfc ij> 
the greatefl order^ and wrote to her good friend,- 
as fhe termed him^' intimating that her daughtet: 
n&w repented of her folly, and was in a difpoil- 
tion to receive the honour of a vifit from Rinaldo 
whenever he pleafed. To this fhe had a fpeedy 
anfwer, and a day appointed for the coming of 
that gr^At p<rfon. 

^ C5 : FI.A-' 
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F'L'AVIA was foon apprized of it by the pre- 
pfU^tions inaking^in the houfe, and the order given 
her to drefs, and to appear in the beft manner (he 
was able. — fVhoam 1 then to fti^ madam ? de- 
manded (he, in a dejeded tone \ her mother then 
told her, that her illuftrious lover intended them 
the honour of a vifit y butj, continued (he, / will 
UfiVi it to. your f elf how to behave towards him, and 
hope you have dtfcretion enough to manage himfo^ 
as that the fritnajhip h^now vouchfafes to have for 
MSf may not be wholly, loji. 

This artful woman had tWo reafons fdpibw 
fpeaking to her in thefe mild terms ; the cme was^ 
that if me made ufe of the authority of a mother, 
it might ruffle her features, and confequently ren* 
der her lefs amiable in the eyes of Rinaldo ; and 
the other, that by pretending every thing would be. 
left to her own choice, ihe would be lefaaverfe tCK 
entertaining him, which was all ihe wanted, firm- 
ly believing a girl of .her years wx)uld not dare to 
l^ufe a perfon like him any thing he fhouid afk,. 
tfao* i(he might have courage to do it to thofe em- - 
ployed by him^ 

The poor youBg.creature, in the mean time, ., 
laboured under the gr&ateft dlftradion of mind 
how to avoid an interview, in which flie could not 
be aflTured of not lofmg, by force, tiiat which flie., 
was always determined never to yield.— She bad . 
no friend.on whom flie could enough depend to re^ . 
veal the fecret. — At laft it came into, her head to . 
apply to a certain clergyman, who lived about two . 
milesdiftant from their houfe. — He was a man pret- 
ty far advanced in years, and bad the reputation of 
all the purity of manners befitting his facred func- 
tion.: Ihe thought there could not be a more pro* . 
perperionforoneio^bercircumilances to copfult, 

or. . 
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or better able to advife her how to fliun the fnarc^ • 
laid for her innocence. 

Accordingly (he rofe extreme early, and 
before any of the family were awake, flole out of • 
h^r mother's houfe, and made the beft of her way 
tathat of this reverend guide^ to whom, after fome 
tears and fighs, which the fad compullion of being . 
obliged to reveal the (hame of one fo near to her 
in blood occafioned, flie related the whole pity* 
moving ftory j and concluding with begging his 
protedion, till flie could find fome means of get- 
ting her bread, either in fervice, or by working ; 
with her needle. 

* « « 

The good doSor, whoj indeed, anfwercd the 
character given of him, heard her with amaze* 
xnent and admiration ; and after he had paufcd. 
fome time, told her, that confidering who were her 
feducers, he queftioned whether ever any age could 
afFord an example of the like virtue ; but^ faid he, 
horv can IproteSfyou againfl the authority of a mo^. 
iher^ feconded by the power ^Rinaldo ? 'There isf 
continued be, iut one way, and that /V, by making 
you my wife- — / know the difparity of cur yearsy - 
and that fuch an union may he as irkfome to your' 
inclinations^ as the other is to your virtue\-T^I will 
not J there/ore, urge it; hut fear ^ that all the tn^^ 
deavours I can make will be unavailing^ without * 
that tie which even Rinaldo himfelf iuill not pre^\ - 
furne to violate.. 

FLAV lA was too much aftoniflied to be able • 

to^makeany immediate reply ,' yet teftified nothing ; 

in her countenance that could give him room to * 
think (he was averfe to his propofals \ oor had fhe,* 
in reality , any reafon to be fo. He had a g6od be* 

nefice, a fmall eftate in land,' no child, and a very • 

graceful perfon, tho' his face was fomcwhat fur- - 

C 6 '^ rowed - 
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rowed by time. But what weighed more with her 
than all other confiderations was, that a marriage. 
with him would be a fure defence from all attacks 
upon her honour, and deliver her from the power, 
of a mother, who, ihe had too much reafon to 
believe, would, one time 6r other, gtve her up 
to infamy. 

But, not to be longer in relating thfs afEafr diaa 
they were in agreeing, on it, flxe neither had nor 
affeded-any ftruplcs ; and the coach that morning 
fetting out for Londoriy they took their paflage in 
iky and were married the fame day. 

The diftradion which the mother of Ftavia- 
was in when flie was not to be found, may eafily 
be g^effed"} but when\R/W/iafo came, and received' 
ilich a baulk to his expectations, he was extremely 
incenfed atiirft againft the perfon who had fo much, 
aflured him of a reception anfwerable to his warm- 
eft wiihes. — The negotiator had little to fay in his 
defence, but that the girl was certainly run mad^ 
thati^/ bad nevex theught himfelf more fecure^ and 
begged pardon in the moft fervile manner. — That 
great perfon too much defpifed him to take any 
other revenge on him, than reporting how much' . 
he had proved unfit for the employment he valued", 
himfelf upon : this was, . however, a very fevere 
punifhment ; for whtenever heattempted any things 
of'the like nature, hb was always reproached with 
Fkvia^ and all he could do was inAlfficient to re*^ 
trieve his credit for a*long time. 

The virtue of Fidvia h^s its reward in the 
greateft bleffing heaven can give, a mind pertedUy^ 
content. — She lives pleafed and happy in her lot,^ 
a«ui.h}r J)«r bchayiour jufti&es herbuiband's choice^ 
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and puts to (hame all thofe who at firft pretended- 
to cenfure fo unequal a matelu 

It is certain the ideas that arife in our minds»r 
when we refle<Sl on temptations we have had the 
power to ihun^ are, beyond all defcription, fweet,^ 
-^ There is a laudable pride in triumpbiag oyer- 
the artifices of thofe.that would feduce us, which^. 
difFufes thehigheft fatisfadionto the foul ;.but yet 
we ought to beware how we court dangers in the 
aiTurance of overcoming them, — We may flatter, 
ourfelves too far: there is nothing more frequently^ 
deceives us than our own hearts ;,^ and. it is, «me- 
thinks, venturing too-far to ftakc that innat.e fct-^ 
tied peace, which confcious innocence, tho* un- 
tried, unmagnified, affords, againft the precarious, 
hope of purchafing a public fame, which, how- 
ever juft, is yet in danger of being blafted. by cnvy< 
and detradion. 



ffo,o K n: 

HEN firft myfelf and affiftants fet about^ 
this undertaking, we agreed to lay down: f. 
certain rules to be obferved among us, . 
in order to preferve that harmony which* . 
it is neceflary {hould exift in all focieties, whether 
compofed of a great or fmall number. — One of 
the moft material of which is to devote two eve- 
nings in every week to the bufinefe we. have en- 
gaged in. — In the firft of Ihefe meetings we com-; 
municate to each other what intelligence we re-* 
ceive, and confider on what topics we fhall pro-; 
ceed.— In the fecond, we lay our feveral produc-^ 
tions on the table,, which being read over, every 

• ooc 
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one has the liberty of excepting againft, or cen- 
furing whatever me difapproves 5 nothing h^rig to ' 
be exhibited to the public, without th^ joirit con- 
currence of all. — The rendezvous is kept at my 
lodgings, and I give ftri<5t orders that no perfon 
whatever fhall be admitted to interrupt our con- 
fultations ; but you may as well attempt to exclude 
the lightning, as the impertinence of fome people. - 
— I dare fay there are few of my readers who have 
not, fome time or other in their lives, been plagued : 
with a buzzing fluttering kind of animal, whofe - 
love, for the time it lafts, is more troublefome than ^ 
the hate of any other created being that I know 
of* — I mean a race of mortals, who will tell you i 
all thefr own fecrets in two hours acquaintance, , 
and from thence imagine, they have a right to ex-' - 
pcQ you fliould be as communicative to them. — • - 
They will fee one whether one will or not ; -^— - 
there is no (hutting one's felf from them ; — they 
burft i& upon one at all hours, and purfue one j 
wherever one goes j— -they come galloping to re- 
peat every thing they fee or hear of ; and one muft 
either be wholly rude, or^ bani(h all thoughts of 
one's own, howevfer agreeable or neceflary , toliften >. 
to. the vociferous trifle they are big with 5 -—• and 
the only c nfolation one has, is the certainty of . 
getting rid of them the next new acquaintance they ' . 
ixifike. . 

It was lately my misfortune to be faftehed up- - 
on by one of thok. Tempor Amy arians^ (if I may / 
venture to call them fo, without offending the cri — 
tics) and during the zenith Xyi her fondn6fs of me, . 
had not a moment I could call my own. -*— She 
came one of thofe evenings we had fet apart for 
the entertainment of the public, and, in fpite of 
the chargelhad given, forced her paffage through . 
ic.y fervaats^ and flew dire^y to the room where 
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wc were fitting. — As (he entered without cere- 
xnony, fo fhe made no apology for the abruptncis, . 
tho' ihe found I had company, and might eafily 
have feen, by my countenance, how little I was 
pleafed with her vifit, if (he had not been too te- 
nacious of a welcome for the news (he brought, 
which (he told me was of fo much confequence, 
that {he could not have flept all night without 
making me partaker of it. 

As it was not from a lady of her degree of un- 
derftanding, that I expe£ied any intelligence fit 'for 
my purpofe, and was very much out of humour at 
her prefence, I returned no anfwer to the compli* 
ment {he made me 5 but {he feemed to take no . 
nottce of my indolence in this point, and without . 
waiting to fee whether I (hould grow more inqui- 
fitive ornot,hegan immediately to unlade herfeif : 
ef the fardle fkc had brought with her. . 

Sh £' informed us {he had been at eourt that day, ^ 
had feen the fine lady Bloanutta^ it being the fir{l : 
time of her appearance there fince her marriage,— « 
defcrtbed every article of her drefs, * — told us how - 
diarming fee looked, — how all the young peers . 
envied the happinefs of old PompUitiSy yet at the : 
&me time fneered at the unequal match, and feem- . 
ed to promife themfelves fome agreeable confe* - 
quence$ from it.^ — How fome, as he led her to the .• 
prefence, cried out — May and December '! others^ ,, 
Fire and Fro ft i and a thoufand fuch hke petty . 
refle£tions, which the new- wedded pair could nqt 
but expedi, and any one .might be aiTured would < 
be. made, without being^an ear-witnefs of* . 

After halving faid ^ ihecoukl dn this affair, , 
flife {larted up, and with a promife, neither wifeed , 
nox requeued by me, of calling upoii me early the ; 

next 1 
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next morning, took her leave with as Ikde cere* 
mony as flie had come itti and left us the liberty: 
of purfuing our own difeourfe^ 

How EVER 9 as good- fprings fometim^ out c£ 
^il, this very interruption occaiioned the conver- 
&tion to turn on a fubje<% which^never can be too- 
much attended to, and the too great negled of 
which is the fource of almoft all the evils we either 
feel, or are witnefs of in private life. 

I BELIEVE I (hall eafily be^inderftood to mean^ 
Marriage^ fincc there- is no one thing on which 
the happinefs of mankind fo much depends. It is^ 
indeed the fountain-head of all the comforts we 
can enjoy ourfelves, and of thofe we tranfmit to- 
our poftcrity : '— It is the band which unites not ^ 
only.twopcrfons, but whole families in one com-' 
mon infcparablc intereft : — It is chat which pre-^ 
vents thofe numberlefs irregularities, that would 
clfe overthrow all order, and deftroy.focicty 5 h\^ 
then not to preverfc the intention of fo neceflary . 
and glorious an inflitution, and rob it of every 
bleiUngJt is full of, lies only in ourfelv^s. — No 
violated vows before pledged to another, — no clan-* 
(jeftine agreements made up by a hafty and ungo— 
verned paifion^ — no fordid bargains where wealthy > 
not merit, is the chief inducement^ — ^no notorious- 
difparity of yearsy of family, or humourp, can ever 
be produ<Sive of a lafting concord, either between 
the principals themfelves, or thofe in alliance with 
them* 'I>irgeii rather than Epitha/amtums, fhould - 
be fung at nuptials futh as thefe, and their friends ^ 
pity, not congratulate their lot. . 

POMPILIUSUd lived in^ery gpod har- 
mony with his former lady, and none would have 
; coAdemnedbimrfor payipg his yoWs a fecond time 
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at the zltzt of Hyfntn^ provided he had made choice 
of a partner more agreeable to his prefent years.— 
His inclinations might not, indeed, have been gra* 
tified to fo exquifite a degree, but then his judgment 
had not been arraigned 3 nor had he forfeited in 
age, that reputation of good fenfe he had acquired 
in youth. How great a pity is it then, that he 
fhould give way to the dictates of a padion, the 
gratification of which can aiFord him but a fhort- 
lived joy, — muft be injurious to his own charac- 
ter, and doubly fo to the objc6l of his affedionsJ 

What, if the charming Bloometta had been 
difappointed in her firft wifhes ! — What, if the 
too fenfible PaUmon had preferred a little fordid 
drofs to the pofleflion of the finefl: woman upon 
earth, and her refentment at the dignity offered 
to her youth and beauty, joined with the ambition 
of her parents, had fet the pretenfionsof PtfOT^/7/w 
in an advantageous light, a moment's reflexion 
mi^t have ferved to convince him of the motives,, 
and if he truly loved, have made him cbufe to 
recommend fome noble youth of his own family,, 
whofe merits might have obliterated whatever fen- 
timents (he had been poffefled of in favour of Pa- 
lemon I This indeed would have been a proof of 
the moft generous affeftion, and at the fame time 
of that command over himfelf, which is expelled 
from perfons in his flation. 

But how much focver the united joys of lov« 
and wine may be able to lull all thoughts of re* 
morfe in a heart which feems intent only on in-* 
dulging its own defires, be they ever fo extravagant,- 
that of the fweet Bloometta muft endure pangs, 
which every day will become more fevcrc, by the 
efforts of her prudence to conceal them : — What 
confli^s bet weea finccrity and duty muft rend her 

gentle 
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gentle breaft, when her doating lord exaftit from 
her a return of his endearments ! — Howmuft (he 
regret the fad neceffity of being obliged to feign 
what nature will not grant ! Thofe tender lan- 
guiihments, which, when mutual, afford mutual 
tranfport, feem aukward and naufeous in the man 
we do not Jove ; and inftead of more endearing 
him to us, turn the indifference we before had to 
him into averfion rnd contempt. — In fine, there 
are no words to exprefs the miferies of a loathed 
embrace ; and (he who facrifices to pridp or pique 
the pleafures of her youth, by marrying with the 
man (he hates, will foon, tho' too late to repair 
the irremedible mifchief, repent in the utmoftbit* 
ternefs oi foul what fhe has done. 

Methinks it is with great injuftice that the 
generality of the world condemn Jirijtobulus of in- 
gratitude, perfidioufnefs, and cruelty: he is indeed 
m inftance, that love is not in our power ; and 
though his lady's fate is much to be commiferated, 
his own 'is, in reality, no lefs defenring our com* 
paflion* This nobleman, who for the graces of 
bis perfon had few equals, made many conquefls, , 
without the artillery of one fingle figh or protef- 
tation : — Celinda^ to his great misfortune, was 
among the number: C^/rW^, of illuftrious race, 
beirefs of vafl poffeffions, and endued with many 
perfeftions of mind and body ; yet Celinda^ whofe 
love has been the bane of all his happinefs, long 
did flic conceal the fecret of her paffion from the 
whole world, as well as from him who was the 
objeft of it ; yet indulging the pleafure of feeing 
him as much as poflible, frequented all places 
where there was a probability of meeting him, till 
finding that he paid her no otber civilities, than 
what her. rank. demanded, jhofe foft emotions, 

. wbi«ti 
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which in the beginning afforded only deh'ghtful 
images, now degenerated into horrors, as they 
approached nearer to defpair. — She fell fick, — the 
phyficians foon perceived her diforder was of the 
mind, and perfuaded thofe about her, to^ufe their 
utmoft endeavours for difcovering the caufe. — In 
vain were all the intreaties of her friends ; in vain 
the commands of the moft tender father ; her 
modefty refitted all, and it was not till fhe wai 
judged by every one that faw her, as well as by 
herfclf, to be at the point of death, that (he was 'V 
prevailed apon to confeft, that flie deflred life only 
to behold Arijlobulus. 

Her father, who had before fufpeiied the dif- 
eafe, though not the perfon from whom the infec- 
tion came, was rejoiced to find that her inclina- 
tions had not difgraced his dignity ; and affured 
her that if to fee Ariftohulm was of fo much con- . 
fequence, (he fliould not only fee, bat live with 
him^ till death fhould put a period to that hap- 
pinefs. 

He made this promrfe, in confidence that the 
father of Arijlobulus vfOuM gladly accede to the 
union of their families ; nor was he deceived in 
bis conjecture ; the propofal he made was received 
-with the utmoft fatisfa£lion, and the marriage- 
writings were drawn between them, before the 
young lord, who happened at that time to be on 
a party of pleafure in the country, koew that any, 
fuch thing was in agitation. 

CELINDA was immediately made acquaint^ 
ed with this agreement, and from that moment 
the long-abfcnt rofes refumed their places in her 
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cheeks, her wonted ftrength and vivacity returned^ 
and ibe was again the joy of all who knew her* 

But a far different effe£l^, alas ! had the news 
of this afFair on him, who was with fo much vehe- 
mence beloved by her. — A fpecial meiTenger being^ 
difpatched to bring him up to Lendoriy he no fooner 
was informed of the occsLfion, but -he was feized 
with the moft mortal anguifh ; — he threw himfelf 
at his father's feet, and with allthe moving rhetoric 
of dutiful affection, conjured him by that paternal 
tendernefs he had ever treated him with, and which 
he had never been guilty of doing any thing to for- 
feit, not to infift on his fulfilling an engagement^ 
than which death could not be more terrible* 

Never was (lirprize greater than that of thip 
father of Arijiobulus^ to hear him fpeak in thij^ 
manner ; but it yet received a coniiderable in- 
cireafe, when oi^jJemanding the reafbns of his re- 
fufal, and what oUe£lions he had to make againft 
becomihg the hul^and of fo well-defcended, (o- 
rich, ib virtuous, and fo young a Udy, he had 
none to offer, but ^hat he was not yiclined to 
marry, or if he wer&had fomethingii|his nature 
which oppofed any kclination in h^r£vpur. 

The match ^s too advantageous to their 
family, for the old peer to put off* with what 
fetmtd to him fo trifling a motive, as meer want 
of love ; he therefore refolved that his fon ihould 
comply with his commands, and to that end en- 
forced them by the moft terrible menacs, of ne-^ 
ver feeing him more, and of cuttfibg him ofF from 
all his inheritance, except what was entailed upon 
the title, which was very fmall, and little able to 
fupport it«- 

This 
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This was^ a very great fhock to one who had 
the higheft notions of grandeur, and a relifli for all 
the expenflve pleafures of the young and gay.-— 
He knew his father rigid, and obftinate to be obey- 
ed by all who had any dependance on him ; and 
doubted not, but his refentment would fway him 
to do as he faid : be therefore repented he had ir« 
ritated him fo far, and began to feign a lefs aver- 
(lon to the marriage ; — he begged to be foi^iven, 
and promifed to vifit Celinda^ in the hope, he faid, 
that he ibould difcover more charms in her con- 
verfatic^, than he yet had been fenfible of. His 
father feemed fomewhat pacified with this af- 
furance, apd bid him go and offer her a heart ihe 
well deferved, and he had too long delayed be* 
flowing. 

He did not, it is certain, deceive his father in 
this point; — he Went, but went with a view very 
different from wh£it anyone could have imagined 
he would ever have conceived : -^'in the room of 
entertaining her with foft pro&ffions, which, per-* 
haps, are fodietimes made by thofe, who mean 
them as litle as himfelf could have done, ke frank-^ 
ly confeffed, he had an averfion to the ngarritd 
ftate ; that it was not in his power to make a huT- 
ban^, fuch as fhe had reafon to expe£t ; and in* 
treated that fhe would order it fo^ that the nuptials, 
which his father feemed fo bent on compieting^ 
inight be broke off on her fide. 

.How alarming fach a requefl mufl be to one 
v^o loved as fhe did, ^ny one mayjudge; but the 
^excefs of her tendernefs over^ruled ^ that pride 
' and fpirit, which is fo natural to women on fuch 
4>ccafions :-^fhe paufed a while, probably to fup« 
prefs the rifing fighs, but at length told himi that 
what he deiired was the only thing (he could refufe 

him; 
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him ; —- 'that her father was no lefs zealous than 
his own for the alliance, and that ihe had been too 
much accuftomed to obedience, to dare to difpute 
his will in a thing he feemed fo bent upon. 

. As nothing but his eternal peace could have 
enforced him to have aded in this manner, with a 
lady of her birth and fortune, and whofe accom^ 
plifhments, in fpite of thelittle effed they had upon 
him, he could not but acknowledge, he was afto- 
niihed at the calmne& with which fhe bore it ; 
and judging by that, her afFedion could not be 
kfs tender than he had been told, he left no argu- 
ments, untried, to make that very afFe£(ion fubier- 
vient to his aim, of being freed from all engage* 
ments with her ; — butfhe It ill pleading the duty fee 
owed to him who gave her being, he grew quite 
defptfate, and throwing off that complaifance he 
had hi^erto behavied with, told her, that if, for the 
prefervation of his birthright, he were compelled 
to marry her, he neither could, nor would even 
endeavour to love her^s a wife ; — that fee imift 
expert only uncomfortable days, and lonely widow- 
ed nights i — -and that it was not in the power of 
the ceremony, nor in either of thei^ fathers, to 
convert an uttbrdtflike into inclination. 

- . F P 

r To this crued declaration fee replied coldly, that 
as they wete-deftincd for each other by thofe who 
had the fole power- of difpofing their hands, it was 
a very great misfortune their hearts could not com- 
ply widi the injun£|ion ; but as for her part, fee 
was determined to follow duty, though fee fell a 
martyr to it, ^ 

Tko' under the obedience of a daughter fee 
had the opportunity of veiling the fondnefs of a 
lover^ the honour of our fex greatly fufFcred by fuch 
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a behaviour j but, poor lady, the excefs of her paf- 
fion hindered her from feeing into the mcannefs of 
it ', and at the fame time flattered her with the 
belief, that infpite of the averfion he now expref- 
fed, her treatment of him, and the tendernefs (he 
eould make no fcruple of revealing to him in all 
its force, when ihe became i^- wife, would make 
an entire change in his fer^^en^s, and it would 
not be in bis power to avo}^ r^oompenfing, widi 
fome degree of afiediion, fd'^rjs, fbconftant, and 
fo violent a llame, as he Would th^t)^ be convinced 
file long had felt for him. 

JRISTOSULVS, zf{er,hfihzdle{t hcr^ 
again eflayed to work upon his fk4$i)eF;s mind > but 
all he could. urge being' ineiFe6tual, he yielded to 
be a hufbandj rather than fufier himfelf to be cut 
oiF from being an keir. — ^A day was- appointed for 
the celebration of their nuptiate, and they were 
married with apomp^more befitting their quality; 
than the condition <s>f their minds. — >At night they 
were put to-bed with the ufual icer^monies ; ^^t . 
the moment the company withdrew, he arofe, and 
chofe rather to pafs the hoiirs till morning on a 
coudialone, than in the embraces of^ woman wh6 
had indeed perfe<9fions fuffitient to have made any 
Hian happy,, whbhad nbt that antipathy rn'natur^ 
which there is no: accounting for, noi^ getting rid of. 

It is not to be doubted but Celintkiy not only 
that night, but for a long time afterward, conti* 
nued to put in practice every tender ftratagem, and 
ufed every ai^ument that her Jove, and the cir^ 
xumilahces they now wer^ in^ could infpire ; but 
.all were ^equally in vain, as the poet fays, 

X^ovefcorm all ti«s, but thefi that are Sis own. 

JRIS' 
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JRISTOB ULUS remained inflexible, and 
obflinately bent never to be more of a hu(band than 
the name; neither time, nor her patient enduring 
the indignity put upon her, have wrought the leaft 
alteration in her favour. They live together in 
one houfe, but lie not in the fame bed ; eat not at 
the fame table ; r^irely fee each other, and their 
very fervants appear, as if of different families* 
Years after years have rolled on in this manner, 
yet (he continues ftill a virgin-bride ; while he, re- 
gardlefs of her love or grief, endeavours to lofe, in 
the arms of other women, the difcontent which 
a forced marriage has involved him in/ 

- * 

Few men, indeed, have aficd with that WjhF 
fincerity, and .openly declared their hatred. Tike 
Ariftobulus^ before marriage; but too many have 
done it afterwards, and proved by their behaviour, 
that they looked jupon thefacred ceremony huts 
a thing necefiary to be done, either foi: the fake of 
propagating their families, or for clearing their 
eflates from mortgages, or for the payment of 
younger children's fortunes. Tbefe, and various 
other motives might be affigned for the alliances 
daily on foot; but to hear of one that pcomlfes.an 
accomplifhment of all the mis. propbfed by the 
firft intention of this inftitntion, is a kind of pro* 
'digy^ and to fay, there goes a;truly happy pair^ 
iaftcr the firft month, would call the fpeaker's ve- 
racity in qu<?ftion. 

J'a me either fwells the number beyond its juil 
extent, or there are now no lefs ttaa twenty- 
three treaties of marriage either concluded, or on 
the carpety betwe^perfon^of condition^ of which 
fcarce the odd three afford the leaft profpeft of 
felicity to the perfons concerned* ,s 

Cak 



^^-^ 


\ 


Book 2. ' SPECTATOR. 73 

C/\ N Mrs. Tultpyin the autumn cfher age, tho* 
in her drefs gaudy as the flower whofe nafne (he 
bears, imagine her antiquated ctiarms will be able 
to reclaim the wild,therovine heart ofjoxingBrif^ 
<ommon ? Not but that gentTeman has fenfe, ho* 
nour, and good-nature ; qualities, which could not 
fail of making him know "what was due to the me- 
rits of Ckribella^ had ^the condition of his fortune 
permitted Mm ^to marry her. — But his intended 
bride muft become more contemptible in his eyes, 
Chan even lier gray hairs could make her, when 
,he rdfledls on the vanity which infatuates her fo 
far, as to deprive her lovely niece of what might 
4)ave made the happinefs of her life, only to pur- 
chafe to herfelf the name>of wife, to one young 
^enough to be her fon. 

Wifofees PbiRmont and Dcnia together, with- 
-out percepvieg that nothing can be more adored 
hy Philimontthzn Daria ;— nothing more dear to 
^aria than Philimont ?— Do not the equally ena- 
moured pair feem to (hoot their very fouls at each 
other at every glance ?— -Is Daria ever at the ope- 
ra, the park, the play, without her Philimont?-^ 
Qr does Phiiimont think any company entertain- 
i^S9 if Daria is abfent ? — Yet Philimont is on 
the point of marriage with i?;ff/<//^, and Daria has 
been long betrothed to Selmour. -*- Strange chec* 
quer-work of love and deftiny ! 

What reafon has Salina to boaft of charms 
fuperior to the reft of her fex, or flatter herfelf 
with being always theobjed of Theometies wifhes ? 
Have not his vows been proftituted to half the fine 
women in town, and if be perfifted in thofe he 
made to her, fo hi as marriage, is it not becaufe 
her fortune is larger th^n theirs, and more enables 
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him to difcbarge thofe 4€bt8 his c^ravagarces 
i^se jcontrafted ! 

How bitterly doas Dalinda repent her giving 

«¥ay to an inconfiderate pafiion, which hurried 

i>er to throw herfelf into the arms of the mean- 

hwn^ but meaner- foul'd, ill-natured Mocrc! She 

jmagined, as (be has fince confefied, that by mar- 

.jying one fo infinitely beneath her, ihe woAild have 

i>een fole miftrefs of herielf and fortune^ that he 

^ovld never dare to take any |>rivilqges with the 

4one, without her permiffion^ nor pretend to have 

ithe leafi command over the other; and that in- 

ilead of being under the authority of a hulband, £he 

ihottld have found in him an obfequious flave : — * 

^ut, poor miftaken woman ! Macro was no foontr 

pofiefied of die power, than be made her fee a 

fad reverfe to all her expeftations ; he was fo fac 

from regulating the afiairs of her eflate and fami- 

Jy, according to her pleafure^ or as {be had be^ 

accuftomed to do, that he plainly fhewed he took 

^ pride in contradiding her : — he confulted her 

inclinations in nothing, and even before her face 

. jg^ve commands, which he knew would he the 

fnoft difagreeable to her, and which, if (he offered 

to oppofe, told her, in the nideft manner, that be 

was mafter, and as fuch would be obeyed. At 

. iirft ihe .raved, reproached him with ingratitude^ 

and vowed revenge ; but what, alas, could ihe 

do I ihe had taken no care that proper fettlements, 

in cafe of accidents, fhould be mad^, and was 

aihamed to have recourfe to any of her kindred, 

whom {he had difgraced and difobliged by fo im* 

worthy a match. The refentment {he teftified 

therefore only ferved to render her condition worfe, 

and add new weight to the galling yoke ihe had 

fo precipitately put on : he retrenched her eqnipage 

;and tables fet li9xits even to her drefs; would 
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iufFer her oeither to vfit, nor be vifited, but by 
thofe he approved, which were ail creatures or re- 
lations of his own» and fuch as fhe had not been 
ufed to converfe with j denied her even pocket* 
money ; took every measure he could invent to 
break her fpirit, and make her wholly fubfervient 
<o his will, till at laft his tyranny got the better, and 
be has now reduced her to the moft abje^ flavery* 

Tremble, Mariana^ left your father's clerk 

Ihould prove another Ma^oi and rather endure 

I the {hort-lived pangs of combating an unhappy 

^ inclination, than by yielding to it, run the hazard 

of miferies, to which death alone can put a period. 

# A FEW days hence, it is faid, will crown the 

mutual wiflies ef Myrtam^ wd the amiable Qeora^ 
The friends on both fides are confenting ; the 
marriage-articles are figned 1 tlie fumptuous equir 
page prepared $ the country-feat new beautified ; 
the bride-bed adorned 1 and every thing com* 

f pleated, that induftrious oftent^tion can invent* 
to make th^ ceremony, a£Ee6ied to be called pri« 
vate, as pompous and magnificent as poffible: 
yet, how can CUora aiTure berfelf of being alway9 
Jiappy in the cpn|tahcy of her Myrtano^ when 
is not infenfible a lady equal to herfelf in birth ai 
/ortunC} ^nd no way her inferior in the perfe^oni 
either of mind or perCon, is a melancholy inftance 
of an unfortunate mutability in his nature ! Did 
he not oncepurfue BriUiante with all thofe dying 
ardors he has lately done Clesra ? Was not the 
whole town witnefs of the adoration with which 
be treated her ? Nay, did he .not for her fake com- 
mit fome extravagances, which as nothing but die 
moft violent and real palSon could occafion, fa 
<x>uld beexcufed by nothing lefs? Yetdidhe not» 
without even a pretence for it, all at once forfake. 

Da' renounce. 
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.renounce, feem to forget he had ever loved this 
BriUiante^ and declare bimfelf the votary of ^ 

Ah Cleora'f you triumph now, it is true, and 
may you ever triumph, fince the divine rites of 
marriage make k .criminal to wifli otherwife; yet 
much }S to be feared, and very little to be hoped^ 
Nothing 13 more uncertain than inclination, and * 
H heart that once has varied, without being able 
^0 aifign any motive forits change, may poffibly 
do the like again ; and a time arrive, m which 
yoMrfelf may ftand in need of that commiferationj 
your vanity and joy now hinder you from beftow-^ 
ing on a lucklefs, tho' not undcferving rival ; while I 
Ibe, cured of her ^ufed and ill-requited tendernefs, 1 
m«^y fill the arms of a more conftant man, and 
tafte the felicities of mutual truth with higher 
f^ljlh, by having -been once deceived. 

BBLLAiS^ is a very accomplished gentlemaa, 
bas a large eftate, afid lives up to hisi^ncome, withr 
out going beyond itj is charitablb to the pKx>r ; 
4H>er^l to merit, efpecially in diftrefs ;, hofpitable 
^^nd generous to his friends s punctual in the pay- 
4pient of his tradefmen"^; keeps a hand(bme equi* 
page, and a yet better stable ; is a lover of pleafure^ 
but a hater of vicej and, in a word, has nothing 
in his charafier that might not make a prudent . 
and good-natured woman happy in a hufband : he 
had many oblique hints given him to that purpofe» 
but he Hlrened to none for a long time, nor feemed 
inclined to alter his Condition, till he faw Miferid, 
He had the pleafure, I cannot fay the happinefs^ 
J^o rneet this young lady at a ball ; (he was fall^ 
.welWhaped, had fomething extremely graceful in 
Acr air in dancing 5 a face, tho' npt exquifiteljr 
beautiful, yet very agreeable j and the moft win- 
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nifig ibftnefs in her converfation i^d manner. <— < 
Sutb as {he is, however, *the heaLXtdjkBtUolr gave 
her the preference to all he had evef^ieen before \ 
and havhig made fome flight enquiry into her cha* 
FaAer and fortune, defired her father's permiffiod 
to viiit her in the quaTity of a lover ; -— th^ offer 
was too advanta^ous to be refufed, the old gen^ 
tieman hefitated not to give^ his confenl^ and Mi^ 
feria received her new admirer with as much com*' « 
plMlance, as the modefty of her fcx admitted^ 

A F£w weeks compleated thecourtfhip , Bet^ 
ifiir married, and after fome days, carried her 
borne: -^^ But, good gods ! what a change did fhe 
immediately caufe in his houfe ! A bill of fare 
being Jby his orders brought to her every mornings 
ihe ftruck out three parts in four of the articles ; 
and when BtUairy on finding his table thus re* 
trenched; remcMiftrated gpntly to her^ that there 
was pot fufficient for the fervants, flie told' Mm, 
that flie would tlierefore have the number df them 
liiminifhed ; that ihe* thought it a fm to keep fo 
many idle feKows, who might ferve their coun- 
try either abroad in the wars, or in hufbandry at 
hoine;, and as for the maid-fervants, infteaa of 
five ihe was determined to keep no more than two* 
— * She even took the liberty to dedre he would 
make lefa frequent invitations to his friends ahd 
kindred ;.and as for the poor, they wefe preferttly 
driven from the gate, nor dare appear in fight of it 
again, for fear of being fexlt to the houfe oi cot* 
region; 

r 

This kind of behaviour makes him extremely 
uneafy ; his difcontent increafes every day^ as 
none pafs over without affording him fome frefh 
occafion. — ^His reafon and his love are continually 
at war y but the former has fo much the advan- 
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tagc, that though be is loth to do any thing whicb 
nay etve offence to a wife fo dear to him, yet he 
is ftilfmore loth to become the jeft of his acquaint 
tance^ for bearing farther with her failings than 
becomes a man of fenfe and fpirit. •— - He begins of 
bte to exert the authority of a hufband, and in 
ipite even of her tears, has retaken fome of thofe 
iervants ilie had difplaced, and put niany things 
relating to the oeconomy of bis family nearer to 
their former footing. — As for Miferia^ flie frets 
inceflantly j —all that foftnefs in her eyes, which " 
once was fo enchanting, is now converted to a 
fullen ^oom } -— her voice^ her manner, is quite 
changed \ ihe either fits in his company obftinately 
jilent, or fpeaks in fuch a fafhion, as it would 
better become her to be mute. The little fatis* 
fadion he finds at home, drives him to feek it 
abroad, and every thing between them feems 
drawing towards a mutual diflike. And if that 
ihould happen, what confequences may poifiblf 
cnfue ! Reciprocal revilings, on the facred cere«> 
jnony which united them! Every a& of refentp 
ment againft each other! remorfe ! hatred ! fepa^^ 
ration ! ruin, and eternal iofs of peace to both t 

A Sympathy of humours is therefore no left 
to be confulted, than a (jmpailiiy of indinati^n^ and 
indeed I think more fo ; for I faiave known fe vera! 
married pi^le, who have come together, without 
any thing of what we call the paffion of love ;. 
who, by happening to think the fame way, have 
afterwards become extremely dear to each other : 
whereas, on the contrary^ fome who have met all. 

' fin zxAJlamty have afterwards, through an unhap^ 
py difagreement even in very trifles, become all 

froji ^ndfnnv. These is a vanity in human nature, ' 
which flattefs us Adtm^, always judge right, and 
by confequence created "m/ us an efteem for thofe, 

^.U who 
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who are wife enongb^to be of the fame opinion* 
we are : in a word, a parity of fcntinacDt is tfaa 
cement of that lafting friendfliip, as well as ma^ 
tual confidence^ in which the comforts of a mar^ 
pied fiate chiefly confiiK 

But tho^ daily experience might convince lui^ 
fiow neceflary an ingredient this is to happinefs, 
and that without it all the others are inero&ualf 
yet it is the leaft of any thing examined into ; zs 
if the attainment of a prefent fatisfa£tioa was tha 
fdle intent of marriage, and it mattered not what 
confeqiiences enf ued . ! 

It cannot indeed be In an acquaintance of z- 
week or a month, that one can be able to judge 
of the difpoiition of a perfon ; — parents, therefore^ 
are highly to blame when they condemn their 
children toth&armsof tbofe^ whom perhaps they 
have never feen till a few days before the ceremony 
pafier^ which is to unite them for ever. 

What I have faid on this fcore may poffibly 
be looked upon as uneed in defence of a late wed* 
ding, which gives juil matter for aftoni(bn>ent to 
all the world \ fince it certainly could have been 
brought about by nothing (will they %) but a 
perfi^ knowledge of that mutual fympathy of 
humour, which I have been recommending as fo 
great an eflential to the felicity of the marriage 
fiate. It muft be confeiled, the artful Vulpom 
prevailed on the charming Lindamira to thbk as 
he did in one point ; but that is what no iioore 
than thouiands have done, or they could never have 
been united to the objed of their wifhes, an4. i^ 
the confequence only of that pafliion which arifci 
from a liking of the perfon. 
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This, therefore, 1 am far from taking to be 
the cafe; and I beh'eve the reader will be of my 
opinion, when I relate the progrefs of thefe myfte* 
rious nuptials, as it was communicated to me by 
a Sylpb^ whofe bufinefs it is to attend every mo- 
tion of thofe, whom natuj:e has diflinguKhed by 
«iperior beauty. 

LJNDJMIRJ from her very infancy gave a. 
promife of charms, which, as fhe drew nearer to 
jaaturity, ripened into the ntmoft perfedion r*— 
defcended by her father's fide from a prince, who, 
while he lived, was juftly the darling bf his peo- 
ple; and by her mother's, from a hero, wholfe 
aame will ever be remembred with honour ; — bred 
up in the ftri&eft principles of virtue,- and never 
from under the eye of parents diftinguiihed for 
every fhining quality befitting their high dignity, 
but for nothing more than conjugal anedtion. 

VULPONE has no family to hoafl: of, being 
no more than what one may call of the modern 
gentry, of which heaven knows dieie latter ages 
have been very fertile in producing ; but to do juf- 
ttce to him, he is no lefs indebted to his owame^ 
ric, than to favour, for promotions he has at* 
tained : -~ what he wants in birth, is made up in 
education, and envy cannot deny him the charac* 
ter of aaaccomplimed gentleman* 

He had frequently the honour of vifiting the iU 
luft rious parents oi Lindamira^ and was treated by 
them with that civility, which they thought his 
good qualities deferved. -^ Little, alas ! did they 
rorefee the confequence, or that their cqmplaifance 
would embolden him to lift up his eyes to the pof- 
ieffion of their lovely daughter ; much lefs that a 
young lady, fcarce eighteen, the idol ofthecourt, 

and 
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and an obje£i of univerfal admiration, fhould ever 
con4efcend to entertain the leaft tender emotions 
for a man, by fome years paft the meridian of his 
age, and in every cither refped fo infinitely her 
inferior, that the diftance between them would 
admit no degree of conlparifon. 

Yet fo it happened ? the god of foft defires 
g^ve a proof how much his power can do in over- 
turning what has ever been looked upon as even 
ah antithefis in nature, and made this blooming 
* charmer, who daily faw unmoved the lovelieft, 
nobleft, and moft accompliflied youths die at her 
feet, unable to refift the foUicitatioiis of a man ' 
older than her father I 

Pew were the opportunities he had of addrcffing 
her, but thofe he fo well improved, that before one 
could well imagine fhe had forgiven his prefump- 
f ion in declaring the paflion he had for her, he 
' prevailed on her to reward it by an aflurance (he 
Would never conferit to give her hand to another. 

It is not to be doubted, but the correfpondcnce 
they held together was carried on with the ex-i 

, tremeft circumfpeftion ; but love, like fire, is dif- 
ficult to be concealed : not all the caution in the 
world can hinder it from»breaking out in one place 
or another.— Some of tfie family, before whom 
it is poffible they might be lefs upon their guard, 
as not thinking them of capacities to penetrate 
into the fecret, took notice of ibme paflages, which 
Teemed to them as derogatory to the dignity of 
tiieir young lady^ and immediately difcovered it to 
her mother, who that moment acquainted her lord 
with what {he had" been told. — After con fulti jig 
together, tho' the thing appeafeJ incredible^ yet 

• they judged U improper to ainit any futiH-e viiVts 
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from a perfon of his ftatton, after having been 
fufpefted of daring to hold a correfpondence with 
their daughter. Fulpom^wzs therefore in very 
civil termsy though without acquainting him widi 
the motives of tois change of behaviour, defired 
to refrain coming to their houfe, and a &riA watch 
at the fame time fet over every motion of Linda^ 
. mira. 

Th ET gave her not the leaft room however to 
guefs they had any doubts sis to her conduct, as 
believing, that if there was any truth in the in- 
formation had been given them^ (he would be left- 
cautious, by not thinking herfelf fufpeded, and 
confequently they Ihould arrive at the certainty 
much eaiier than by a formal accufation. 

It mu& be acknowledged, indeed, that this 
jnanner of a£ling was extremely prudent, but Z/n- 
damira had alfo her intelligence : — thofe very fer- 
vants, who made the difcovery to her mother, 
could not help fpeaking of it among themfelves ; . 
her woman overheard what they fa id, and ac- 
quainted her lady, who by that means knew fo 
well how to difguile her fentiments, and affed an 
unconcern at what fecretly wrung her very Jieart- 
ftrings, that her careful parents were deceived by 
it, and in time perfedly afTured in their minds, 
that there was not the leaft ground for what they 
hadjbeen told, while the lovers had this confola- 
tion, in abfence, to converfe by letters, which 
were fecretly tbnveyed to each otner by the means 
of a confidante. 

Three whole months palTed over m this man* 
'ner, in all^Vhich time Vulpom fed not his famifiied 
eyes with one fight of his Lindamira^ that 
aftlSiI young lady, the better to lull all fufpicion, 

enjoining 
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oijoining him never to conie to any public place 
ivoen (he was to be there, of which (he always 
took care to inform him ; becaufe as (he feldom * 
went but with her mother, or fome peribn who 
might probably be a fpy on her a6tions» and could 
not anfwer how far either her own countenance, 
or that of her lover, might betray what (he (o much 
defired to conceal^ (he refolved to leave nothing to 
chance, or give even the leaft (hadow of an excule 
fbr bebg fent, as otherwife it is likely (be would - 
have been, to fome place, where it might have 
been impoiEble for her either to give or receive 
the fatisfa^ion (he now enjoyed of writing to her 
d«ar Fiilp9ney and receivmg from him every day 
fre(h proteftations of hi^ love and conft^ncy; 

At length an opportunity long langdi(hed for 
arrived :— -Her mother had befpoke a front-row 
in the (tage*box at the playhoufe, but happenix^ • 
to be a litue indifpofed that day, or not in humour 
(or the entertainment, Lindamira could not be &^^ 
cttfed from ffxmgy a young lady for whom th|g&|^ . 
mily had a great regard, having been eng^^PI^^ . 
aecompsoiy them. — » Ste immediatdy afi^u^ '-'< 
Vulpone of it, and alfo, tiat they might fp(^w: 
each other with all the freedom oiey could wtfliv'^ 
as the perfon who would be v^itb her wa9. wholly 
unacquainted with him. 

Accor&iKgly, they had not been in the 1iG9C| 
three minutes before he came in, and the houft^ 
not being very full that night, there was oob(M|y* 
in the box but themfelves, b that they weir9'in(\ 
no danger of having any thing they faid overheard!^ 
the lady who came wim Lindamira being wboUf ^ 

intent on the play. * *» * ^ 

' -■ " • ft . 

KoweYSR it wan what he whifpered in he^ 
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ear that night, had the efficacy to draw from her 
a promife of running all hazard^, and marrying 
him the next morning. Accordingly, under pre- 
tence of taking the air, (be went out early, and a 
place being appointed -for their meeting, the in- 
difToIuble knot was tied ; after which (he returned 
home, and .all that day pafled over,, without the 
leaft fufpicion of what was done* 

On the ntitit, fome perlbn, either through de^ 
(ign or accident, acquainted her mother, that (he 
had been obferved in very clofe conference with 
Vutpone in the box, and that they feemed fo much 
taken up with each other, that they regarded nei- 
ther the play, nor the audience: that excellenc 
lady was a little alarmed at the tnteUigence,> yet 
«ot knowmg but that it might be of a piece wtth 
that which flie had formerly rectived, and faw no 
proof of its bemg true, refolved not to give any' 
credit to this till (he had more certainty , which 
ihe though^ (he might eafUy procure, by examin- 
ing the lady who went with her ta die phiy*- 
.1 

But hoW'greatly did her fears and hera(ibnQb^ 
ment increafe, when fitting at her toilet undreffing> 
berfelf for bed, her illuftrious confort came into* 
the room, and with a countenance more troubled 
than (he had ever feen him wear, commanded her 
woman to quit the room, then afked in a kind of 
confuted and hafhr voice, where Lindamira was 1 
To which (he replying, that (he had lately left her, 
and was retired to her own apartmentii he re- 
joined with a figh, that he doubted much if any 
apartment in his houfe was her choice af greicnt ; 
then proceeded to tell her, that he was well 
afliired, by thofe whofe eyes had convinced t^em 
i/ tbe trudi, that Lindamtra had been with Ful- 

pon4 
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-pane the morning before, — that thej were toge- 
ther in a hackney-coach, and drove very faft to- 
-wards the city ; from which he could not but con- 
clude they were either already married, or too far 
engaged for her honour and reputation to break 
ofh He had doubtlefs faid more, in the extremitjr 
of rage and difcontent his foul was then inflamed 
with, had not the tendeniefs he had for his lady, 
and the diforder which was vifiblc in her looks 
and geftures, reftrained him. 

After the firft emotions were a little over, the 
fsrvants were one by one called up, and ftri£t en- 
quiry made concerning the delivery of any letters 
or mel&ges to Lindemira ; but all were* either re- 
ally igfiorant, or pretended 'tcrbe^fo^, and no light 
eouM'be got from them inta this affair; but that 
ihe had gone out early the morning before, at- 
tended only by one footman, whom flie left at the 
t»ark-gate, and he faw her, no more, until {be 
returi^ home in^a hackney-coach. 

TiK whole night was pafled in examining and 
debating in what manner they (hould proceed to 
come at the trtitb ; — the paflit>n*they both Wfere 
in would not fuffer them to fee her with any de- 
^ee of moderation ^$«»fo it was at laft determined 
tiiather father fhould write to her, which he did > 
in thefe terms ; 

LINDAMIRAy 

*♦ f Hear ftrange things of you : if confcious of 
** -■' having done nothing to offend parents, to 
** whom you have been fo dear, nor to di^grade 
** the dignity of yotir birth, delav not tp Jaftify 
** yourfelf, and convince iiS you havecafi^g^ on 
** no clandeftinc correrpondence with VulftSSkipX 
** any other man 5 but if guilty, bewar^tei^TW 

« attempt 
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<< attempt to deceive us, left a fecond fault Ihould 
<* render the firft even left to be forgiven : — you 
<^ have beei» educated in the love of truth, prove 
^* at leaft that you have net fwerved from all the 
<< virtues inculcated into you by your care£ul in<« 
" ftniaors." 

This he lent to her by her woman, who, in 
a-fmall fpace of time, returned with this repiy,-^ 
fealed as the other had heen^ 

Mojl ever henourei parentis 
<* ^ T is poffible fome bufy peribn may have in-^ 
^^'^ formed you of what I neither can nor will ' 
<^ deny, .though by acknowledging, I have no * 
<* other merit than my fincerity to pl^d my par« 
c« don.-^I confeft, then, I have ventured to * 
'< difpofeofmyfelfwithoutvourpermiiBon, which * 
<^ be aflured 1 never would have done, could I ' 
** have entertained the leaft hope of obtaining it ; * 
** or if any thingleft, than the ruin of my eter* 
^* nal peace, threatened me in being deprived of' 
^^ him who is now my hulband. Pity, therefore^ > 
<' 'I befeech you, the fad extreme which enforced * 
^* this a£kion in her^ .who in every other diing > 
^} will always be obedient.- 

Uniamira Vulp^nt^ 

SusPENCi now ceafed j — this illuftrious pair 
now knew ali tliat their care wciild have prevent- 
ed, was irrev,ocably pafled : — How greatly they 
were troubled, none but parents in the like circum«» ' 
ftatices.^Ah conceive ; yet did their anger furmount ' 

. jsveH^ir grici : — the anfwer Ihe fent feemed to ^ 
.iHdi^rioraewbat too bold, i^nd tho' they had coai-> - 

'rSi^aed her to declare the truth, they thought ihe - 
imght have done it in more fubmiffive terms \ and 
looking on her as one that bad abufed their indul- 
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gence, afFronted their authority^ difgraced their- 
Sillily, and in a manner renotinced all pretenfiont ^ 
to their favour, they fent an immediate order to ^ 
her to quit the boufe that inftant, and never pre-- 
fume to fee them more. 

LIN DA MIR Ay on receiving this com- 
mand, fent repeated meflage^, imploring their par-* 
Aon and bleffing^ but they were deaf to all intreaties 
on that fcore, and iOie was obliged to depart \ after 
which they retired to their country feat, to give a « 
loofe to their difquiet, and avoid hearing any thing 
ofi fo difagreeable a fubj.ed. Vulpom alfo carried 
his amiable bride into a fweet recefs he had pre- 
pared for her, in cafe any accident fhould difco- 
ver their marriage before they in^nded it. 

The town abounds with various conje6lures on 
what the event will be; but I am of opinion it can- 
not but be happy, provided that LiW^miri? conti* 
nues to find in Vulpane the fame charms as firfl in* 
duced her ta make choice of him,- and her noble * 
parents vouchfafe to give a fandion to their lov^« 

Grbat preparations are now making for the 
nuptials of beau Bezant and mifs Tittup : — as they 
are both of the fame way of thinking, and too 
much in love with their own dear fclves to be in 
much concern about each other, they may agree 
Well enough vvhile they continue as they are ; but if 
a reformation fhould happen on one fide without 
the other, then what in any different circum-^ 
fiance would be the greatefl blef£ng to the party 
changed, would prove acurfe to both ; fince it is 
only by perilfting in follies of our own, we can 
Be able to endure them in thofe we are obliged to 
live with : — the heft wifh can be given them, 

tberefoxe^ as a mutual gonverilon i^ not to be ex;- 

pefted. 
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ptefled, 16} that they may both be always the fame 
vain, fluttering,, thoughtlefs creatures they have 
ever been; To will they pafs their days with eafe 
and peace at home, and only be ridiculous abroad. 

The cafe of Alftznra is extremely unhappy ;. 
who, endued with an excellent underftanding 
herfelf, was compelled, by the arbitrary will of 
her fkther, to become the bride of the vetyeift fop 
in town, a fool by nature, ^d rendered yet more 
fo by a wrong education : bethinks he muft have 
a judgment fuperior to his wife, becaufe he is a 
man ; and that it becodiei him to contradict everv 
thing' fte fays and does, becaufe he isf a MJband. 
li^r good fenfe makes her fubmit to him as fuch ; 
but £be feai^ tor open her mouth in any company 
if he is prefent, left he ihould expofe his folly by^ 
attempting to fheW his wit in finding fault with 
what fte utters — I know not how (he may forgive 
him in her own mind, but am fure her acquainr* 
tance neither can nor ought to do it, for depriving ^ 
them of the plcafurc they might receive in her 
tonverfation, by his? ftupidity and arrogance. ^ 

r REMEMBER, fbme years ago T heard a Tady ' 
fay, (he imagined it was owing to our long peace, 
that t'^try public place abounded fo with coxcombs 
and finikins \ and that if we once came to hav^ *a 
; war a^ln a more manly air and drefs would be (b 
much die fafliion, that thofe gen tlemen^hoftaycd 
at home would naturally affeft ir,' and exchange 
their foreign filk brocades for* ddwnright:£«g'//^ • 
cloth.i— Some accidents in life have fince that time 
broke ofFour acqaainttmce,it would elfe have gi- 
ven I]pi|^^g3te pleafofeto rally her miftake. — ^We 
areja^i^^^ged in three wars— ^ thresateiied with 
invaficMis — .i popHh pfetenders — plots, and what 
'fibt ! — ^Great^eet^ are equipping j ^-^-huge arma- 
ments' 
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metits getting ready 5 — preffing for land and fca- 
fervice ; — our fields are covered with tents ; — - 
our ftrects fwarm with foldiers 5— in every quarter 
vre bear drums beating, — trumpets founding ; — 
nothing but military preparations going forwards ; 
yet, in my opinion, our fine gentlemen appear every ' 
Mfhit as clean, as calm, and unconcerned as ever, 
except when they labour under the want of any of 
tbofe commodities, the interruption of our com^ 
merce prevents from being imported ; and then in- 
deed they complain bitterly againft the times. — 
One who can endure no cloaths that are not of the 
Frivch cut, cries, he is made a monfter by a dunce* 
of an Engtijh taylor :-^another is poifoned with ill' 
fcents, and dies for fome freOi orangerie and berga- 
m<^ : — a third fays, pax on the Spanijh war, and 
thofe that forced our late minifter into it ; there is 
not a bit of right vermillion pafte now to be had I 

How long tWs over-delicacy will-continue, hea- 
Tcn knows y but it is^yet far from being extirpated. 
•—Even amon^the militai^ gentlemen, there are 
fooie, who being infeded with it before thev be- 
came fo, find it an infuperable difficulty to oring 
themfelves to that hardinefs and negle^ of perfo* 
nal ornaments, which fuit the life of a foldier. 

A PERSON who has had great dealings withthe 
beau mondej and has lately been obliged to deliver 
up her books^ on account of a ftatute of bankrupt- 
cy awarded againft her, one of the affignees, who • 
happens to- be a particular acquaintance of mine^ . 
took the pains to tranfcribe»>as a great curiofity^ , 
the -copy of a bill owing to h'er*fronra gentleman 
now in the army, and made me a prefent of it.^--« 
As I am convinced all the items in it are genuine, 
it afforded me a great deal of diveffion^ and I be- 
liieve.will.not.be. unacceptable to tbe^ public. . 
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Cornet Lovely, debtor to Rebecca Faceraend^ 

June 6, 1743, ^ 

For a riding made to prevent fun- burn i x O" 
For a nightmafk to takeaway freckles i i o 
For fix pounds of Je/Jamin butter I a /l 

forthVhair ..... J 6 6 o 

For il pots of cold cream • • • i lO a 
For 4 bottles of Benjamin water • ^i fi^ o 
For 30 pounds of perfumed powder i lo o 
For 3 boxes of tooth-powder • . o 15 o 
For a fpunge tootb-bruih •- • .026^ 
For a hair tooth^brulh • • . • o i o 
For 6 bottles of perfumed mouth- water 140 
For a filver oomb for the eyebrows .050 
For 2 ounces of let powder for ditto 0180 
-For 4 box^s of nae Up-falve •••100 
For an ounce of befi Carmine • .300 
For 6 bottles of orange-flower- water x lO a 
For 12 pounds of almond pafte ••660^ 
For 2 pounds of Bergam9i fnuff • • 8 o o 
f'or 3 bottles of eflence ditto • • • i 10 O 
For 6 pair- of d<^-fkin gloves * « • i lO a 

Totol38 9 6 

Such was the ammunition this doughty hero, 
it feems, took with him ; the lofs of whid}^ had 
it happened to have fallen into theenemy's hands^ 
would probably have given him more concern thaa 
routing of the whole army, provided bis own 
dear perfon had efcaped without a fcan 

Fr£<^£NT €ampai|nsj however, it is to be 
Hoped, will wear this effeminacy ofF, and the ex- 
ample of others teach fuch new-fledged warriorss 
that if they would ibar to glory, they muft en* 
tirely throw aiide aUthe fofteniDg^Iuxuries of dieir 
rsl|$;e0 youth « No x 
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Not that there is any neceffitv that a man 
muft be a Jlitven^ becaufe he is a fofdiefy and neg**- 
IcSt all the decencies of life to prove his attach* 
mem to his vocation ;.— -there is -an afl^dation in 
this alfo, as well as the other ; and I fhould fay ^ that 
officer whoy when he might I^ave a good tent to- 
defend him from the weaiher, chofe to lie on the 
bare earth, expofed to all the inclemencies of the 
air* had an equal (hare of vanity with him who 
had his pavilion hung with velvet and embroidery. 
*-»To endure all the toils and hardfhips of the 
•field with patience and intrepidityy to be fearlefs. 
of danger when the duties of his poft commanded, 
i&highly laudable and emulative; but to run into 
them without a call, and when bravery can be of 
no fervice, is altogether idle \ and courage in fuch 
a one, like all other virtues, degenerates into a * 
Yice, by being carried to an extreme. 

• But I am moft of aB concerned' when I Hear 
a man, having done a gallant action in the field, is 
ib far pufied up with it that he looks upon himfelf 
as a litde deity, and that he may, in coniideration< 
of having been able to fulfil his duty in. one pointy 
vdifpenfe with all other obligations. 

Some time before the opening>of the laft cam- 
paign, AmaranthuSy a brave young officer, made 
his addrefies to Amtnta \ -— his paffion had all the 
efFe6t he wifhed it (hould have on her tender heart ; . 
— -fhe neither had too much confidence in his ho* 
nour, or too little artifice to ccmceal the fenti- 
ments he had infpired her with : — * he was ra- 
viihed.at the difcovery, — fwore never to be but 
her's,--«and there pafied between them a folemn* 
promife of marriage on his return from Getmmy^ 
for which place it was expeded his regiment 

would have orders fpeedily to eoabarkf 

Eaoiti 


^i: ?»/ F E M A L E fiooK 2;. 

Each day feemed to bring with it an increafe 
of mutual tendernefs, and fcarce ever was there a. 
pair, whofe love in its beginning promifed more 
lafting felicity* — Jnmrauthnsy in every adion, 
teftified he had no will but that of hb Aminta ;• 
and Jminta y hy all her behaviour, proved, that 
whatever (hecommanded or intreated of her Jma» 
rant bus vras only what ihe knew be wiflied fhe' 
fiu)uld do. 

At length the fatal hour of reparation arrived) 
accompanied with all thofe agonies, which none 
but thofe v^ho love are able to conceive : -— glory, 
which till now had been the darling idol of Ama* 
ranthus's foul, loft all its charms^ iince it tore him 
from the fociety oijmintay znd Aminta^ in being 
about to be deprived of the prefence of Amaran- 
tiusy feemed to have no life but for complaints. 

Thb cnierneceffity, however, muft ht fubmit** 
ttd to:— -tears, fighs,^ embraces, and mutual pro>> 
teftations of everlaiting oonftancy, completed the 
tender, but melancholy farewell : — none that had 
feen them part, could have well diftinguiihed which 
felt the deepeft anguiib ; but if we confider the 
nature of the circumftance, we ihall find the dif- 
ference muft be wide. Amarantbus^ doubtlefs, 
loved with the utmoft paifion at that time^ and 
was going to lofe, he knew not^for how long, the ^ 
ijght of her who was the objeA of his flame \ but 
ihen that abfence- was the fok misfortune he had 
to ftrugglc with : whereas^ Amtnia had not only 
the fame in an equal degree, but attended with 
others of a more dreadful kind. The dangers to 
which a life, far dearer to her than her own, muft 
inevitabljr be expo(ed, filled her with apprdien- 
(ions which fbe was fcarce able to fupport. After 
his departure, (he pafled the greateft part of her 

timv 
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ftime at the foot of the altar, offering up her vows 
and prayers for his proteftion ; nor could the in- 
.treaties of her deareft friends prevail on her to * 
partake with them any of thofe diversions and 
entertainmeiits her youth had formerly delighted 
in : — all the converfation fhe coveted, was fuch 
as informed her concerning the army ; flie was 
continually afking queftions on that head ; was 
only plea(ed or fad, according as flie heard they 
were near, or at a diftance from the enemy ; the 
arrival of every courier gave a palpitation to her 
heart, till the receipt of a letter from Amaranthus 
convinced her, that her terrors as yet had been 
without foundation. 

« 

He wrote to her feveral timet before the battle 
of Dettbtgen^ in the laft of which he acquainted 
licr that they were on the point of leaving Afchaf* 
fenburghy in order to join the forces at Hanau^ 
from which place (he might expeA to hear from 
him again* Welcome as all his letters were, this 
afforded her a. double portion of fatisfa£lion ; be* 
caufe, in cafe of an engagement with the French^ 
the number of the combined armies would give 
beliefs to -fear 'ftom him ¥^0 took up all her care. 

But what became of her, when inftead of re- 
ceiving, the jo]^l intelligence (he hoped, of having 
made the enemy fly before them without a blow, 
(he heard there had been a tesrible rencounter ; 
that great numbers of brave men had fallen on 
both iideS) and that Amaranthus was among the 
number of the (lain ! 

It would be 11^ vaki ttfi^ about to defcribe 
what it ws» ihe felt ; her grief and her defpair 
wer« above all reprefentation, as they were beyond 
all bounds ; fo I ihall only (ay« that both ^ei^ 

too 
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too violent to endure long continuance, but muft 
have found a period with her life, had ihe not been 
relieved by different and more coqifoitable news. 

Th£ v(rounds, which bad occafioned the Fe» 
3>ort of his death, were dangerous ifidef d, but not 
jnortal ; and his friends had greater reafon to conr 
gratulate than condole them, flnce the manneir 
in which they were received, purchafed hioi im*' 
mortal honour* 

It is certain he behaved with the utmoft intre- 
pidity, and was fo far from being daunted by the 
fall of others, that he feemed rather animated with 
frefli courage to revenge their fate 3 aifd though 
the regiment he was in luiFered greatly, and he was 
himfeu wounded in many places, yet he would not 
be prevailed upon to quit the field,. till an unlucky 
blow upon the head quite ftunned hii^, and be 
fell in all appeaifpce, dead* 

As his valour had gained him friends, even a- 
mons thofe who were till now the leaft acquainted 
with nis perfon, he was immediately taken up» 
but for fome hours difcovered no iymptoms of- 
breath ; fo that it was not ftrange, in theconfuiion 
every one was after the battle^ that in the accounts 
tranimitted of it> this young her<^s name ihould 
be inferted in the lift of thofe who were killed.. 

jlMINTA.h^3xi of his recovery, and the prai* 
fes whicli every one gave to his merit, with a plea- 
fure conformable to the love ihe had for him ; but 
could not help being a little alarmed when (he 
found |ie had wr.oCe>to,others, and Pie who flat- 
tered herfelf with being the firft to whom he would 
eroplov his pen^ .bad received not the leaft line 
.from nim fmce the battle : but it is not without 
/ : . .' great 
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^ grtSLt difficulty we bring ourfelves to have an ill 
c^inion of thofe we love : her tendemefs invented 
excufea for him, which, it is pebble, he would ■ 
not have had artifice to invent f6r himfelf, and 
chofe to impute bis itience to any caufe, rather ^ 
than negle£t* The diftance between them was 
great; couriers might not have opportunity to 
wait bis writing ; the pofl might mifcarry, or he 
might poffibly be detached to fome place, whence 
neither courier nor poft could come ; and what 
letters he fent, might pafs through hands, which 
lie did not judge proper to intruft with the fecret 
of his correfpondence with her. 

In this manner did (he b^ile deTpair till his 
return; and though (he refoived to accufe him, 
doubted not but he would give (uch T&Sons for his 
ieeming unkindneTs, that fhe would be obliged to 
a(k his pardon for having been unjuft enough to 
iurpe£l bim« 

Far was (he from being truly unhappy^ tijl 
after (he was informed of hisarrival ; and (everil 
days pafied over, without either feeing or recelv* 
ing any meflage from him. This was, indeed^ 
what all h^rlove and tendernefs wanted ingenuity 
to account for, and flie was now compelled, even 
in Ijpite of herfelf, to think him ungrateful and 
perndious. Amazement, and fome little fhare of 
pride, which never fails to exert itfelf in love 
abufed, prevented her fome time from fending to 
him ; at lafl fbe wrote, reproached him with the 
alteration in his behaviour, yet mingled her up* 
braidings with fo much fweetnefs, as (hewed her 
ready to forgive, whenever h^ came to intreatit. 

To this he returned an anfwer extrcmdy com-» 
plaifant, but far from any thing that exprei&ui the 

ardi^ibr 
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ardour of a lover ;-— excufed himfelf by the hurry 
of his afiuirs^ for having not yet been able to wait 
upon her ; but aflured her, he would not fail of 
{>aying his refpeds the iirft leifure hour:; — ^con- 
cluded with telling her, that nobody could have a 
Sreater regard for her than himfelf, and that he 
lould be proud of any opportunity to convince 
her of it, and fubfcribed himfelf, not as he^was 
accuftomed, her eternal adorer^ but her meft hum-' 
He and obedient fervant. 

Sh£ muft have been die dulled: and moft in* 
fiatuated of her fex, had ihe not now feen (he bad 
intirely loft a heart fbe thought herfelf fo fecure 
of, and had fo much gloiyed in : rage and grief 
had alternately the pofieffion of her foul ; yet love 
ftill retained a part, and was fo blended with them 
bodi, that it would not fuiFer the one to grow into 
difdain, Jior the other to deftroy fome little re- 
mains <)f hope, ihatiheihould one day be able to 
reclaim him. 

She was apt to imagine, that if once (he (aw 
him, he could not behold thofe eyes, which be a 
thouland times had fwom were the lights of his life, 
jtiow drowited in tears, of which he was the caufe, 
without refuming thofe emotions they had for« 
jnerly infpired him with ; but having waited his 
^xpeded vifit longer indeed than is ordinarily con* 
fiftent with the impatience of a lover, and nndmg 
. he came not, (be wrote a fecond time, conjprii^ 
him not to let her langui(h in this uncertainty, 
and told him, that (he only begged to know, from 
his own mouth, her fate, and after that would 
jiever aik to fee him more. 

This preifing mandate he complied witht^the 
fadhon in which (he received Jsim may eafijTy be 

gueifed 
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guefled at, by what has been (aid of the violence 
of her aiFedion ; but the exceffive coldnefs, and 
diftant air of his replies to ail fhe faid, could not 
be exprefled even by her, who wis the witnefs of 
It ; but the fum of what he gave her to underftand 
was, that he was cpnvinced a tender intercourfe 
with the faultes took up- too much of a foMier's 
mind, and that he had made a refolution to em* 
ploy all his in the duties of his fun£bion : — he told 
her, that were he in any other fituation, or could 
think It compatible with .that purfuit of fame he 
was engaged in, to continue an amorous corre- 
fpondence, Jminta fliould have the preference <^ 
all her fex ; -— but as he. was circumftanced^ he 
flattered himfelf her good fenfe would induce her 
to pardon this change of temper in him, ixnce his 
zeal for the fervice of his king and country was 
tlie only rival which had occauoned it* 

V 

It muft be acknowledged he deceived her not 
in this laft article.; for, in fad, the promotion he 
had acquired, — the applaufe of the whole army, 
*— the praife beftowed on him by the general, «-^ 
and the compliments made him by ladies of the 
firft quality at his return, on account of his beba*- 
viour at Dettengen^ have fo much elated him, that 
he is no longer the fame perfon : — his once foft- 
befeechingair is now converted into one all refet'ved 
and haughty ; — *- a Tcomful |ofs of the head, a 
carelefs fling of the arins \ — ^ i^yes that feem in- 
tent rather on things within himfelf, than any 
thing he can find without $-^in fine, there appears 
fo thorough a change in his whole manner, that 
if the geftures of the body may be looked upon as 
any indication of the afie&ions of the mind, as 
queftionlefs they may, his are full of felf-fuffici- 
ency : — ha^feems to think what he has dooe comr . 
ijiands, as his due, the love and refp^^of all who. 

Vot. Iv - ' E fc^ 
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feel)iin, and that it is beneath him even to reg^rd^ 
much kfs imagine himfelf obliged by it. 

AMINTA had, therefore, the lefs to mortify 
her, as it was not becaufe the fuperior beauty erf 
lany other had fupplanted her in his affefiions, but 
becaufe in reality he now thought no woman wor- Jt 
ihy of the ferious paffion of a man like himfelf^ ^ 

She was, notwithflanding, utterly unable to 
fupport the jQiock, and no focner found his heart 
was irrecoverable, than defpifing all other con- 
quelb, though (he has youth, beauty and fortune 
enough to make many, retired to a lone country 
houfe, where (he endeavours, apiong rural plea- 
sures, to forget thofe of the great world, and in the 
melody of the fweet inhabitants of tl^ woods and 
groves, lofe the memory of that voice by which 
me was undone. 

However fome people may approve this ac- 
tion in Amaranthus^ I cannot help thinking there 
is more of ^e favage than the true hero in itj 
jmd I am certain we muft give the lye to our fcnfes, 
and many modern great examples, as well as to 
numbers in antiquity, if we ihould fay, that love 
and glory are thines incompatiblcj or that a wife 
$ind prucient wife, be her paflion never fo violent, 
will not always be too tender of her huiband's in* 
tereft and reputation, to dcfire, that to prove his 
regard to her, he ihould negleft any part of what 
he owe$ to them* 

That fi£lion of the poets, concerning the loves 
of Mars and Venus^ feems built on a very juft 
foundation : — women, in general, are obferved ta 
be mpft fond of military gentlemen ; — and where- 
Ipf c is it fo ? — • Xurcly not becaufe they wear red 
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coztsl-^That many others do, who fometimes ftt 

behind a counter, and, what is worfe, h;ive nop 

the heart to draw a fword, or fire a piftol ; but it 

is, becaufe a foldier is fuppoTed, at leaft, to have 

courage to defend, in any exigence, all who are 

under his protection ; and alfo becaufe the cha- 

rafter of a brave man is, of all other, moft cfteem*- 

ed in the world, as that of a coward is the moft 

contemne(i. Will a woman, therefore, by jirti^ 

fite or-perfwatiori, either direftly or indireilly, 

attempt to make the man (he loves, guilty of anjr 

thii^ that might fully the luftre of that charaSer 

for which flie loves him ? — ^ Would (be not rather 

pu(h him oh to adlions, which might juflify the 

choice (he made ofbim ? and whatever fhe fuffer* 

cd-in abfence for biih, or from the fears her ten* 

dernefs fuggefted as to the dangers he encounter^^ 

would A^e not value herfelf ,on furmouncing tbem^ 

and take a laudable pude kx proving how worthy 

ihe was of her hufband's afFe(9ion, by the regar4 

Ihe bad for his Tame I 

I REM£MB£R to have been one night at the 
play, when the wife and two fons of a g^eat ad^ 
miral came into the box ^^^-^fome who knew th^o) 
whifpered it to others^ tilLa general xnurmur r^a 
throughout the houfe : — all eyes— ^all tongues — al( 
hands were immediately employed tofhew the love 
and gratitude the afTembly' had for the family of 
that illuftrious hero.-7-The voice of the people is 
the beft trump of fame ; it ]s not by fulfome pa-, 
negyricks, or by the prz-iCcs of an interefted, few,, 
or by rewards, often partially beftowed, that true 
merit is diftinguifhcd, but by the unfought, uh- 
biafled prayers and bleflings of the whole : — the 
acclanutions beftowed on him fprang from the, 
heart i — his excellent lady faw and felt an inward 
fatisfaftioD at it, wEich difFufed itfelf throu^^^ll. 
her features, and gave an additional luIlf5./io 
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lier eyes $ — - and yet, no doubt, (he mourned hip 
tedious abfence» ianguifhed for his return, bad 
often wept in private, and dven a loofe Jto all the 
tender anxiety the kno^hogc of thofe numberleis 
gnd imminent iiai^ers, with which he was at that 
time furrounded> muft involve her in; — yet hi3 
^onr, dearer to her than all the fati^fadion hit 
prelence could have beftowed, dearer to her than 
even his life, fmce it W2s fo to him, enabled her 
to take apleafure even in the fufferingsby which 
bepurchafcd it. 

Many fucb exampks, which I have either 
beard or read of» I could produce for the honour: 
of my-fex in this point ; but what the eye is wit* 
ne(s of ftrikes the moft, and makes the moft deep 
and hfting impreifion : — ^I chufe, therefore, rather 
to mention mis lady, becaufe I doubt not but 
many of my riders were fjpef^ators, as well as 
myfelf, of her amiable behaviour on this occafion, 
i^nd perhaps alfo on mwy others, when I was not 
fo happy to be prefent* 

J5o ME women, I know, have not flrength of 
/pints to fupport the parting from a belov^ and 
loving huiband, without fuch agonic as might flag* 
ger the refolution of the boldeft man, render him 
Karcc able to tear himfelf away, and when he does, 
tompelled by cruel duty, feem as if he had left 
half his foul behind him ; and yet thofe very ladies 
inay be far from thinking the foftnefs of their fex 
ought to be complied with, or would think that 
humand more worthy their aflEb£lion, whp, to the 
prejudice of his honour, ihould humour phcir foible. 

.BvT in fuch cafes I would recoinfsiend the wife 
Otf a lalp (general as an example. — Never womai) 
)oved a husband to a greater degree of fondneis^ 
fiof ^ccciyed a morp grateful return of tendemel^ 
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and affedion ; — fhe was one of thofe who could 
not bear the {hock of parting, without thofe emo-^ 
tions I have been delcribing.^ and perceiving the 
fight of her diforders had a greater efi«£t on him 
than fhe wifbed them to have, intreated, that for 
the future, whenever they were obliged to fepa- 
rate, he would take no leave of her :— *-he Teemed 
furprized that a greatnefs of foul, fuch as fhe tef- 
tified in making this requeft, could not enable her 
16 endure, with equal firmnefs, a mbfortune which 
was irremedible in the ftation he Was, and would 
fain have refufed what ihe deiired : — How unkind^ 
laid he, and how unjuft to put merits muji I ap-" 
fernvj if I JhouUdt as you wcoUhave me ! — And 
hvw Jball I flatter myfetf you willjuffer lefs when 
tb€ news ofmv departure is broUgm toyouy than ij 
y9u aitually faw me on horfeiacx ! — No matter^ 
replied (he, what I fhaU fuffer^ fince the fooliJB 
timidity of my nature will not permit me to govern 
myfelfas becomes a perfon who has the honour to he 
your wife \ it will be wore for my reputation^ and 
youreaje^ that the loofe I give my griefs may be in 
private. 

With fuch kind of arguments fhe prevailed 
on him ; and orders foon after arriving, that he 
muft repair to the army, every thing was got ready 
for his departure with all the fecrefy imaginable ; 
tfot the leaft mention made of it to the family, 
nor by any one who came to the houfe; and on a 
time prefixed, his equipage attended him at the 
city gates, and he went forth with no other cere- 
mony, than he was accuflomed to uTc when he 
was to return the fame day. -% > 

Alt the tender adieus he had to make were Tent 
to her by letter, and how much foever fhe en- 
dured, nono but her woman was a witnefs ; — fhe . 
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could cooimand her pen, though not her eyes » 
and returned him anfwers, fuch as cont^inced him 
nothing was fo much defired by her as new addi- 
tions to that reputation he had in fo many battle5^ 
and amidft fu many dangers, acquired. 

Th e parting of friends and lovers Is like the 
parting of the foul and body, always mofteafy, 
when leafl warned of it. — The preparations are 
more terrible than the thing itfelf ; and as reafon 
is^oftentimes too weak to overcome a natural timi- 
dity, it is infinitely beft to be wholly ignorant o£ 
the ihock we are to fuflain, till it arrives. 

I WISH, however, there Were more occafion 
than there feems to be for this caution j -»— it is my 
bufinefs, as a fpe£iator^ to let as- little as poiSbJc 
efcape nie, and I am forry to obferve, that vtiy re- 
fearches prefent me with few mftanccs of that con- 
jugal tendernefs, which, require fuch a command , 
over themfelves, as the above-mentioned lady en- 
dcJ-voufed to attain. 

The farewels married people ordinarily take of " 
each other, feem little more than.meer mattery ef 
form \ and fome there are, who, after the moment 
of feparation, appear like a prifoner juft got' rid of 
his fetters \ they fnfk and (kip about, as if they 
knew not how enough to repair,, by a prefent jol* 
iity, the anxiety of their late confinement. 

MElJ^PAno fooner finds herfelf freed from 
the prefencc of Romero^ than^flie hurries from af- 
fembly to aflTembly i — gallants it with every pretty 
fellow (he comes in company with ; — drives fionx 
one end cf the town to the other ^--fcnds for, gen- 
tlemen out of chocolate-houfesj and is the very eft 
rattle in nature. 
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S IL //Xpretcnds the town is full of diftempers^ 
and perfuades his wife to go to their country feat 
for the benefit of the air \ but the coach which 
carries her is fcarcely out of fight, before he fends 
for half a dozen friends of his own way of think- 
ing, as many ladies of pleafure to entertain them, 
and converts every room in his houfe into a brothel : 
nothing but feafting, drinking, dancing, and riot- 
ing is to be fecn ; 'till tired with debauchery, and 
not till then, he retires to his wife, and lives re- 
gular by way of penance. 

LELIA adored Macrohius while prcfcnt with 
her, but the fervicte of his country no fooner ob- 
liged him to quit her arms, than fhe fought con- 
folation in the embraces of his own brother ; yet 
Alacrobius had married her without a fortune, and 
fiill continues to love her too well for his repofe. 

pORIMON had made a* figure little to be 
envied by his neighbours, had he not been fortu- 
nate enough to appear agreeable in the eyes of the 
young, rich, and beautiful Clotilda ; in fpite of all 
the difiTuafions of her friends, ihe married him, 
makes him the moft obfequious and tender wife ; 
yet the ungrateful Dorimony quite infenfible of the 
obligations he has to her, as well as of the charms 
wliich could not fail to bind any other man, is con<^ 
tinually finding pretences to be abfent from her, ^. ,^ , 
and pafles the greateft part of his time with a loofe 
creature, whom chance brought him acquainted 
w;ith at a houfe of ill fame. 

Can any one bdieve that fouls like thefe were 
ever paired in heaven ! — ^Might one not rather 
be tempted to imagine, that fome daemon, enemy 
to mankind, had been permitted to difpofethem \ 
Tfaofe whofeem moft^ formed for each other, and 
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Aiited for mutual happinefs, arc very rarely Aif- 
fered to give any teflimonies here below of that 
tiivine and preexifting union fo much talked on^ 
but ftillbyfome crofs intervening accident, fever- 
ed and doooied to lots of different kinds. 

Who can reflcft on the ftrange circumftance 
Vfhich parted Panthea from her dear and betrothed 
Pidelio^ without htvfg, feis&ed with the utmoft 
amazeinent f But as there is fomrwbat very re- 
markable in the flory of this young lady, and few 
have been able to attain a perfe<St knowledge of 
the truth, I think I (hould not fill the province I 
have undertaken, if I omitted giving the public a 
full account of the particulars j and to do that, I' 
muft trace her misfortunes to theirfountain-head, 
which indeed was from the firft moment of her 
being. 

MILE TTAy her mother, was mtftrefs to the 
fubtle and opulent Lacroon^ many years before the 
death of his Udy, but had the artifice to engage 
him in a covenant, that if be ever happened to be 
a widower^ he (hould either marry her, or forfeit 
to her a very large fum of money therein fpecified. 
—Fate Teemed to favour her wimes ; — he became 
in a condition for her to demand either the one or 
the other.*— He knew himfelf bound, and heiitated 
not long before he confented to be the hufband of 
one, for whom hispailion was then greatly abated, 
rather than fufFer fo much money ta go out of his 
fami] y. Panthea was at that time about eleven or 
twelve ye3rs old, but had been bred in the moft 
private manher, and utterly ignorant of her pa* 
rents ; a perfon, who had been fervant to Miletta^ 
being intrufted with the care of her, whatever (be 
received was tranfmitted through her hands, td 
whom (he imagined herfelf fome diftant relation* 
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MIL E TTAi who had always prcfervcd fonie 
fenfe of reputation, was now mpre averfe than ever 
to acknowledging her, and the poor girl was not 
at all the happier for her mother's grandeur. 

A s T R A N G B caprice in fome women ! they arc 
alhamed of the fruits of their fin, though not of 
the fin itfelf : every bodjTknew file was kept by 
Lacroon^ for the gratification of his loofer hours, 
nor-^as (he fo weak as to imagine it a fecret i yet 
could fhe'not fupport the thoughts of being called 
a mother^ without being a wtfe\ or, that even 
after (be was fo, that fo glaring a proof (bouljl ap* 
pear of her former tranfgreffion. 

But k was for a very (hort time (he enjoyed 
the title (he had fo much defired ^ — fcarce had (he 
fhewn herfelf in her fplendor, before (be was feized 
with a diftemper which (hizzled the phyfician's art 
to give a name to s — fuch as it was, however, it 
zSeBttA both her mind and body ; — (he became 
delirious, and at fome times bad fuch violent fit$ 
of frenzy, that they were obliged to tye her in her 
bed ;. yet was all this without any fymptoms of a 
ifever : an inward Wafting at the (ame time preyct) 
oti her vitals, and fo'decayed her whole frame, that 
in a few weeks (he grew the moft pitv-moving 
objefi that ever Was beheld, and died little lament* 
ed by any, except diofe who reajped the advan* 

tage ctf her fecrets* 

• •• * - - * -»- * 

After -her death, Lacroon took it in his head 
tp caU Panthea hoilie, acquainted her with bei 
Wrth, ixiA n6t only owned her at his daughter ii| 
the face of the world, but treated her with all the 
ma'r]$8 of a paternal care and zSss^\otk. 
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A CHANGE of foftuneibundr^aeiad of, ibpro- 
digious, could not but be tranrporting to a young 
heart ; — fhe had now a crowd of fervants, all ob- 
jfequious^ and flying to obey bee Ic^ft commands i 
— her perfonwas adorned with jewels, and the 
moft (kUfuI mafters in- their feyeral prpfeffion&at« 
tended her every morning* to perfeft her in all the 
accomplifhments of her fex, and the ftation tQ 
which fhe now was raifed -, yet was (h^ not elate^ 
fo far as to give herJelf any unbecoming jir^j^ an<| 
all this ferved only to mai^e hei:p1«dre49 ootvaia 
orsgrrogant; ' .*.,.' 


» r 


Envy muft allow, that though (he is far froiti 
being a beauty, there is fomewhat of a fweetheft 
jn all her ak and features that i^ very attra^iye s-^nd 
thole who were the lead inclined tp QpnverC^ witi^ 
her on the fcore oT her bi|:th, if by chance, they nap- 
jpened into her company, were i/xfenfibly tnga^^ 
pot only tOrContinue in it, but alfp.to wiOitlie plear 
fure they took in.beii^g with her might bie renewed. 

Sh £ had fcarce reached iifteen^befoFe her ybuth* 
ful charms, wcr^ taken notjcje^by^mariy wprthy 
perfons of the o^her fex^V bijt tli^ riioft pow:crfi3 
cftefl they had to bpaft .was on the hcarj of tfteno'^ 
bk and accompliflied Ft^erio$—Th^ piffiqjpi He haa 
Cor her made hi^i overlook all thefcruples others 
raifed oh the account gf her mother's cbara^r^ 
and indeed on that of her father al(b,' who, for 
many reafens, was little efteemed'by £he generality 
of mankinds x ..t ., j ^. , , 

jjfefles on the fco^e'of "his (quality ^ rbut Tanthe<f 
fot that of his peffon and converfation, — Sbc , 

loved him long before her modcfty would permit ' ] 
her to confjefs iti but atjeiigtb her pai&oa bfoke 
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throi^ all reftraii^ts, and (he repaid the pains (he 
had given him by acknowledging (he felt an equal 
(hare. After this declaration- they engaged theni'* 
felves by a folemn vow to live only for each other, 
•4— Alas, littki did either of them think they erred 
in doing fo s Fidelh was entirely at his own dif-« 
pofal, and PantheahdA received her father's po{i<* 
five commands to omit nothing in hec power for 
the better confirming his aiFe£i:ion8« 

The confent, however, was to be afked in fonm^ 
y/fhkh FiiUlh did not fail to do in the moft fub-- 
mtffive terms ; and Lacroon^ though he at firft, to 
difguife hid iatisfSk£lion, afFe£ted to delay the cere* 
mony on aceounft 6i Panthea*s extreme youth, 
was eafily p^Q^ailed upon to fix the day, which 
was no longer -thiin was requifite to prepare for it 
in a manner befitting t$^e quality of the one, and 
the riches <^ the oth.er. • .. 

• Bqr fee the uncertainty df al^human events f 
This equally- enamoured pair, when they thought 
themfelves^ mctfl fecure^ and ne^ b^ing joined to 
each other, were on the point of being feparated 
eternally ; and that too by a way the moft fevere 
and (hocking to them both, that the extremeft 

malicie of their fate could have invented. 

• < 

LACROONy fo acquire the wealth he now h 
in pofieffion of, has done-fuch things as-perhaps no 
man before him ever did with impunity. - — Not 
btft he h^ be€h fV6t|tienftiy called to account by 
thofe whom he had injured^ but his cunnine, and 
the corrnpficMYof the timesi, ftill got him off $ and 
thofe^ft^etjufent efcapes having rendered bipi m^re 
bold m vibe, he at^length arrived at that height as to 
add infults (o<injii(lice,' which To provoked fomd 
perfonsof greater credit than any who had yet^p^ 
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parcel tpinik him, that they f^olved to under- 
take the caufe, and either fink themfelves, or pro* 
cure that punifhment on him his crimes deferved* 

Th I s happened fome few days before that whic^ 
was aiSgned for the nuptials oif fidelh and Pan^* 
ihea. The lovers were wholly ignorant of this 
misfortune, and pailed their hours in ail the joys 
which mutual. affection, joined with innocence^ 
affords ; while Lacroon was calling all his invea- 
tkm to his aid for means to remedv the fo much 
dreaded evil. He had no hope oi^t in bnperio^ 
whofe power was inconteftable, and had on maoy 
lefs occafions ftood his friend ; but how to aflure 
bimfelf that he would exert it in this, he was for 
fome time at a lofs« At laft the titular daemon, 
who had hitherto never left him without fonse fub«' 
\ terfuge, infpired him with one,»fpofnble»more black 
and horrid than ever be had yet been nxafter of. ; 

He remembered to have heard Imferio praife 
<he ianoccnt charms of PMntbta^ .and refolved to 
make no fcruple to offer h^ u^ a facrifice to 
fhame, if by her proftitution he could be preferved 
from the juft proiecutio|i of his enemies. — ^In fiae* 
he went dire£Uy ta that great perfo^^ and tstrcated 
he would interpe(e between hkn and tboie who 
fought his ruin, and flyly inftnuated, thatPanibea 
Would think herfelf bkft to be the fiave o£ him 
who was* the deliverer of her fatber- 

lMPERWyj\»AmW»€im^Mhit^hmimm 
that iU opinion o( Lacroon whkhr he deferved9 and 
doubtlefs would have done ali he couMfiK iwi 'm 
his exigence*, without this offer ; but being one 
of the moft amorous men oa enrth^ could not re^ 
fufe fo fweet a bribe a& the poSeffifM of a. young 
i^irgirj^ wl\om he had frequently looked up^n with 
.... defiring 
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defiring eyes.. He therefore took Lacr99n at hit 
word) and proraifed in return to ufe aU the inllu* 
cnce he had to make up matten between him and 
ttioTe antagonifts from whom he had moft to fear« 

LACROON returned home with a joyful heart, 
as being certain thofe who had tbegreatdft malice 
to him, loved and refpeded In^erio too much to 
dilbblige him ; but when he broke the matter to 
Panibtay and told her, that inftcad of being the 
bride of /V^/<r/i9, file muft prepare herlelf K>be die 
^miftrefs of ImpertOy he found difficulties which he 
expeded not from one fo young, and fb entirely a 
dependant on him««— She had even the cour^ t^ 
tell him, flie would die rather than forfeit her 
virtue ; to whkh he fcomfulfy repKed, If your 
ntothir had been a girl offucb fqueamijh principles^ 
jQU had not ccm$int9 thi world U contradiif wy wilK 

This cruel reproach on her birth, and cooling 
fiK>m «s£^ther, joined with the part he zQitA in this 
ailair, ftruck her to the heart ^ rr ^e burft into 
tears, was unable to fpeak another word, and was 
ready to fink on the floor. ^— He then repented . 
. what he had faid, and finding the foftnefs of her 
tiature would be more eafily prevailed upon by 
gentle meanst-— Be C9mf$rtedj my ebild, refumed 
Jie, ydur ntQiber wm the more dear to me^ as I found 
her th$ more ready to reeompence my love ; — / meant 
not what I faid Jbot^ld give you pain\ '^ you knot/tf 
I Itovo the greateji tendemefi for you ; — / have 
proved it^ and hope you have gratitude enough to be 
obedient J efpecialiy tn a thing where my whole for^^ 
tunt, nay ev^n my life is eoneemed. 

He then procibded to Tet her know he had. 
many enemies, and had no friend capable of ferv- 
ing him but Imferio^^^^maA^ ufe by turns of ^e^ 

fwafions 


(wafioAS and meaaoest, tiU *»t 1en|tb h$r virtue 
hsA tiQ(t ftrength tp. rdl^ tbejr nailed for^e, and 
fteyjeided t6 do'wfea^. iftr^li^ylher foi)labhprr^^ 
^thci: than, by reftl(«®v.b^^thei^Jf3cafo of bar 
father's ruin, and at the fame time be driven out 
tomifciy-hcrfelfc r -,-:, ' 

. • - .... 

His point thus gained, Lacr^^n Conducted hey 
bimfelf to theboufcs ^ilmpfri^^ whefielbe ftiUner 
iidesi but whether fun)r better reconciled to her 
falje» nopr bnt faerew^ heust «an;4etefoiiiie* 

As for Ftdelio^ it -would be .utterly im|}oflible 
tuT^exprefs the force of bis gxief and lage, when 
^e found his tender expedations of a lafting faap* 
pinefs thus vantfhed. ii^Ho air: — » ais bis paffion for 
Panthea had made, him think her the moft perfe£k 
of her fexj to iu»d her f^)feJ>jit^;giveii bunan antipa- 
thy to all womankind ; — ^ he {buns all converia« 
tiOBy but fucbasr joia tv^ Hi^t in inVedivesagaihft 
^ove and marriage^ — y^ foip:etinieS) when he 
thinks himfelf aloney crksput) O fianthea^ lovely^ 
bewitching maid ! — wberefore did heaven join fo 
fair a fac^ with fo un<;baiie and perfidious a heart ! 

• - • 

In hope to cure~ %\^ di&rder of his. miod» ibmc 
friends preyailed^n' him to qpite the (own ; but this 
change c^ place has. wrouglit a.o other change in 
hwck^ tlian to convert the wildnefs of. his behavi* 
our into a profound melancholy » which it is feared 
will be laftiiig. ... 


. I MUST cpnfefs the fata of. this young genti 
man is greatly to be lamented; but> meihiok% 
the world is too fevere upon poor Panthea : Her 
youth, and the acithcrrity df a l»thef,iban wftiDni 
ihc had no other friend, may plead fome excuie 
for her want of that foJctitMdeaiid refolutioo^ which 

' alone 


Book 3. S P E C T A T O R. m 

alone could h^vc preferved iidr virtue«^ -«* It is on 
La^foon ^ooe tlut^ the juft^renfurcs ol, her fall 
^(9ul4 %|}t :-^Zlfzrmii, j^iiXy of criAiesumum-j 
bereik yet WfflQfV^ more iiniuaacdl, : mo£e-detefta^ 
ble, 'thaa{ th^s o£, ffpar^ti^g ti¥o t^earts^whicK 
feemed bjr heaveaunited, and feducing and betraj^ 
ing his own Child to infamy and perdition* 

Endoftbi Second Book, 
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jETHINKS it is wfib great ir^proprieitjr 
that, people^ whenthdj^ fees ^in ui^bcia) 
pcrfon, cry out, flo^ Ul-n$Utre4ifmk 
Qtu /i / •T^ Nature i|i.,^(e)f jdf lights in 
harmony, is laving^ g^^tefHlx j^epfsyptenti ple^4 
ia itfeU^ and fleafed to fee othf^rs i^«-«^ v«ry ona is 
born with qualities fuited to focje;^y j and wh^A 
they deviate, it is not the effect of aature,rbu^<lf 
the influence of thofe vicious pafiions, which by 
4beir ill conditions GQfru0:na^i«tfr afid f^Q^f" it- 
i)o longer wl^ it wa^:— av?riFen,^m$iti9«v,^ag^^ 
envy and jeaIoufy,,are tbe.Y^^eds-^at^rpw vp^ia 
the foij } awh> |it ^nc^Jgqd,. wiIlibx^4sicees;CJ^^ 
all the nobler principles,,^ -^ How bf^^ful i$^r 
ture in infancy, before4iy>&turb^|^tpaiIi^dsga7> 
jther; ftrength ! and. how beai^tiftd'wou]d flie alfo 
{^.ji^ matafi;y, cpuldit^ofep^ffion^ be ^wsjfs uxip 
.d^^e:gQ\ccriw^€a^t pf i-;!^ r; . : j ^ 

Some i)^y pertvap^;|ob}e£t) that I pretend to 

divide what heaven in bur compofition has thqugli^ 

fit, to blend: — that paffioijs are in reality a part 

of nature^ and that none are born without feme 

_ .-7 fharc 
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flmre of tHem.<<i^The7 may fav^ that in childbood 
we are no Ids afiOed for fucb trifles^ as are con- 
fermable to our years* dian at a riper age we arc 
for what we then look on a^morc fuiirantial be* 
nefxts.— ^They all quote ag^inft me thislnieof one 
€rf! the moft excellent of our EttgUJb fcfts. 

Mitt art hit MUrtn vfa largtr growth. 

To all this I readily agree ; but then the paf- 
fions of childbood are too weak to hurry to aujr 
tbiiag that can be called a vice, uideis ftrongly in- 
dulged indeed by thofe^Ko have the care of us ; 
and as they increafe iir^ftrength, our own reafon^ 
which is given us for a guide, increafes in propor- 
tion alfo; fo that It is the undoubted buuneis of 
our parents tod governors, to keep ail dangerous 
j^ropcnfities in us under the greateft fubjedion, and 
prcferve nature ki its purity while we are young \ 
and our own to do it afterwahii fmce the infal- 
lible confequences of any neglefi on this fcore, are 
no lefs than to render us obnoxious to the worid, 
and irkCune to ourfelves. 


- I wo^tD net here be thotight to' mean, that 
the referved^ the fullen, the peevtih, or even tbe 
morofe, are always under the dominion of vicious 
paffions : — ^a continued feries of diiappointments*^ 
calamities^ ill-ufiige, (which, I am forry to (av, 'b. 
the fure attendant on mbfdrtune) or' a long nt oF 
fickneb, may in time make four the fweetw tam- 
per I but then the doom which they oCcafion*w9l 
not render the perton fo flfft£)ed crud, Iwfe, cove*- 
fouSy p<^rfidious, or, in fine, any wav wicked;— * 
fuch a oilb may be tirefome, and lodged upon as .3 
dead weight in company, but Will never be found 
dangerous, and the only mifchief he does is t<v 
himfdf. 


t % 
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Bur wher^ avarice prevails, all that is injurious 
to mankind maybe expJjfletl : — ^I think under diis 
bead almoft whatever is pernicious to focicty may 
be ranged ; fince, where it does not find other bad 
onsalities, it certainly creates them. It indeed de- 
itrovs the very end of our being. — A mean dif- 
truft, envy, hatred, smd malice, will neither fuffer 
us to enjoy a moment's peace ouifelves, jior allow 
it to others, when butfufpeded of a bare poffibility 
of ftanding between us and our darling intereft.— • 
Concord, that univerfalgood, is entirely aboliflied 
by it J — every public virtue, every private obli- 
gation of duty, gratitude, and natural afief^ion, 
is facrificed to particular views, which center all in " 
. feif ; and to attain, neither fecret fraud hor open 
violence arrfpared. How many wars haVe been 
rendered unfuccefsful ! — < Row many well-laid * 
fehemes difconcerted ! — How many communities 
broken and difiblved ! — ^How many once-flourifli* 
ifig families reduced to beggary, merely by the ava- 
rice of one perfon, wJio found his intereft in the ^ 
ruin of the whole!— Nothing is more known than 
this truth, and we often fee that thofeof the fame . 
blood, nay, who have fucked the fame milk, have 
proved the moft cruel and inveterate- enemies to 
each other. — Shocking refleftion ! let us quit \\ 
and turn our eyes on the contrafl'. 

The worthy family, of which Euphrofine is a 
part, has, in a very late inftance, given us a moft 
amiable one, and will, 1 hope, be an example for 
many others to imitate. 

This beautiful young lady was addrefl^ b^ a 
gentleman immenfely rich,^ but of more than twice ' 
her age, and befides had nothing, either in his per- 
fonor conver£aition,capabIeof rendering him agree*-' 
ablf to a delicate and refined uftct Tuch as bec*s. 

He 


X14 7*' F E M A L E Book 3# 

He made- his court to her father hefore he men- 
tioned any thing of his pai&on to herfelf, and at 
the lame time accompanied his declaration witTi 
oSers of a nature few parents but wouJd readily 
huve accepted.— But he referred him to his daugh- 
ter's inclinations, only afluring him, that he would 
lay his commands on her to receive his vifits ; and 
that if file confented, he, for bis part^ ihouid be 
extremely proud of his alliance. 

With this the old lover was obliged to be con* 
tenti and, fincehe found it muft be by rhetoric 
Jhis point was to be gained, endeavoured to prove 
his paf£on, and infpire one in her by thofe ways he 
thought mod likely to fucceed : — he entertained 
her with all die amorous fpeechcs he could remem- 
ber o«^ of plays, — ^ brought her all the favourite 
airs in the opera for her fpinne^, — carried her to 
yauxbali-garditiSy and Rucibtbj -^ and told her» 
that wherever ihe cainc» ihe was the f^inus of the 
place* 

EVPHROSINJS.vAiok aU obedience^ 
luiowii^ her father authorized his fait, durft nei- 
ther repulfe, nor make a jeft of it, but accepted his 
fine fpeeches, treats, and prefents^ as coming from 
a'^man, who, in all probability, fbe was deftined . 
for :— The contempt (he had for him fbe kept as 
an inviolable fecret -, and never fpoke of him to 
her deareft companions, nor even her brothers 
and flfters, but with all imaginable refped. The 
conftraint fhe put on herielf by this behaviour, 
however, took away great part of that chearfulnefs 
and vivacity which had ufed to fparkle in her ey^ ^ 
--^(he grew much more referved in company than 
(he had been, and was often furprized with tears 
running down her cheeks^ when (he thought her* . 
felf alonet ? ;; ; 
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Sh£ was too dear to all belonging to her for fo 
viflhle ^ change n^t to be taken notice of, yet none, 
mentioned the leaft word to her concerning it s and 
the cour tAiip cant inued fo for near a month, when 
the impatience of the lover, emboldened by his 
m iftrefs's obh'ging reception, made him very preffing 
for a' day being-^ed to confummatehishappineis: 
— the anfwers (he gave him on that head were,- 
that fbp was intirely at her father's .difpofal, and 
that It would not be becoming in her either to an- ' 
ticipate or delay his pleafure. — ^When he talked to 
her father, be told him* that he had not yet exami-* * 
njed his daughter's heart } but when he had fo done^ 
he wpuld either haAen or probng the time ac- • 
cording as he found her in a difpoiition for it i al- 
ways ooncluding with ren^ioding him, that, to 
rQ[ider them both happy, it was neceflary nothing 

fboiUd have theleaft air ^conflraint on either fide«^ 

_ • • . 

This did not fati>fy the other ; for, as loveriv 
naturally flatter themielves, be took aU the civi-^ 
lities paid him by Euphrojini^ in obedience to her 
fsuher, f^rib many proofs ofher liking bis perfon' ; 
and, as he doubted not but (be was no lefe^efirous:^ 
than bimfelf for a concluiion of the affairi feemed 
to refentthefe delays, as much as he durft, to him 
who had the fole difpofal of his miftrefs : he be- 
€ame, however/ fo urgent, that the father oi Eu* 
phrsjine at length promifed him to found her in- - 
clinations the next day, and that he ihould then 
know his refolution. 

Accordingly he fent for her into hlsclofet, 
and having made her fit down by him, told her 
how impatient her lover was for the completion 
#f his wi{hes,aiid the promifes he had given him of 
a definitive anfwer ; — fet forth the p^on he had , 
for her in much better terms than he bad ever done ^, 

for 
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for himfelf ; and added, that he was (o far from 
deliring any portion with her, «that, on fhe fifft 
declaration he had made to him of his love, he 
had protefted he would accept of nothing from 
!him but bis confent, 

T/WS, Euphrofine, continued he, isthejtate 
cfthi cafe^ andfuch the dijinterejfed kindnefs he hat 
jtryou : — You know that Ihave fevernl ebiUrerty 
that part of my fortune^ which IJhould give with 
you to a man who required ity will be a cmfiderable 
mddition to their portions : — • Tou may heueve aifoj 
that there are not many fathers who w^uld conJiUi 
your inclination in this point; hut, my dear cbiid^ I 
am not one of tbofe. — / amfenfiUe^ that truefeS" 
city does not confift in wealth ahne^ and think it 
both unjuft and cruel t9 make thofe wretched to whom 
I have given being : — TeU mcy theref^re^ without 
refervcj or fear of offending me, what your thoughts 
efthis gentleman are, and whether you, can love him^ 
m it will be your duty to doy if you became his wife f 

The virtuous maid hune down her head at 
ihefe words, and faintly replied, that the Muta- 
tion (he had received would always inftrudt her 
to fulfil her duty. 

HffR father on this told her, there were two 

ways of fulfilling a duty ; — the one lilerely ber 

•aufe it was fo, — - and the other becaufe it aSbrd* 

ed a pleafure to one^s felf : -— And, refumed he, / 

JhouU be forry to fee you facrifiee your peace to the 

former. — The melanchotly I have obferved in you, 

ever fince this gentleman had my permijjion to vijit 

you as a lover, makes me think that the propofaiis 

far from being agreeable j buty 4ts I may poj/tbty be 

emftaken, I would be convinced by your laying ofeu 

jl^ur whok hedrt to rnion this occafion. 

£mboi.o« 
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EMDOtDENEDbyfo Riuch goodnefs) ihe at laft 
ventured to declare, that if (he ne\fer happene4 to 
fee a man more agreeable^ flie would chufe al« 
ways to live finglc : Howevtr^ Sir^ continued (he, 
as the match affords fome convenUncy toyouy and you 
appravi ^/ttf I refilved^from thefirfi moment^ t^ 
oner mthing in oppojition to your will^ but to en^ 
deavour to merits tnjome meafure^ the indulgence you 
have treated me withy by an implicit obedience, 

N09 noy my dear chtldy replied this excellent fii- 
ther, you well deferue to be left to the freedom of 
your ehoicey by your readinefs to refign it. — Ton 
Jball no more be troubled with the JolScitations of a 
perfony whom I never expeffed you could regard in 
the manner his vanity has made him hope. -— Thit 
day JbaU put an end to all your difyuiets on that 
fcore, 

EUPHROSINE was about to thank him. 
Z& the confideration he had of her peace deferved 
fjro0i her, when the fudden entrance of her two 
brothers and three fifters obliged her to delay it. 
— They bad beard of the propo(al her lover had 
made of relinguiihing her portion^ and finding 
ihe was now fent for by their father, and Qxat up 
with him, doubted not but it was in order to en* 
force her, by his command, to make a choice it 
was eafy for them to perceive was utterly againft 
her inclinations. Urged by the necemty they 
thought there was of their Interpoiition, they came 
togetoer in a body, and all at once falling at their 
father's feet, conjured him not to fufPer any confi- 
derations of intereft to them to prevail on him ta 
render a After, fo juftly dear to them, unhappy, bv 
a match which they were wdl convinced, th^gn 
j^er from herfelf, could not be aereeable to her, 
4r-1^3i^e )iung about bis fcet> fpme Rifled hishandv 

and 
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atd ali!<K^S|f their #jres, ftreaming with tears, as 
dreadijiSJi^ aafwer hcfliouldgivctothisrequeflf, 

I 

The teiKkr father liftened to to uncommon a 
tefttmoBy of fraternal affe£Hon, with a tranfport 
mixed with aftonifliment rbut, unwilling, to in- 
dulge the pleafure he took in feeing them thus, at 
the expence of the pain and fufpence inflided on 
^^n^. — Uf/i/ — Rife^mydtar^ mywurthy cbil^ ^ 
dren ! cried he, embracing, them one after another, 
yiur/uit ii granted hefort you thought ofafking it. ; 
heither Euphrofine, nor any om rfyouj finiU ever 
hi eompeliid by^my authority as a father ^ to give 
your hands tvhereyour hearts donotjir/i lead the way. 

. NoTHiNGcould equal the joy they fdt at hear- 
ingiiim fpeak Jn this manner, except diefatisfac- 
tion their mutual tendernefs to each other afForded 
themi — Eufhrojine^ on her p^, knew not how to 
exprefs her gratitude and love either to the one or i| 
the other. — In fine, there was nothbg to be feen j 
among this endearing famil}', but embracer, kiiles, 
and all the demonftrations^of the rocft fond, un* 
feigned affedion, flowing from minds perfedHy at 

IStfe, and £^tisfied with eadi odier. 

, • . . . .... ' * • 

- Oh ! what could the greatcff acquifitions of 
fortune b^ow, in any degree of competition, with 
tbofe pure and unmixed raptures, which arifefrom 
the diiinterefted'love and friendfiup between per« 
' fons of the fame btooS ! ^*- It is fure a pleafure 
\vhich no words can paint ! — No heart unfeel* ' 
ing it conceive! — A pleafure iftfpired by nature, ' 
confirmed by rcafon, heavenly in itfelf, and laud- 
idde before God and man, 

. But befides. the fatisfaSion we feel within our- « 
£blve3> andtheefteem we acquire in the world by 

iiving 
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living with our kindred in concord, theire^is a po- 
licy in it, even as to the gratification of otir moft 
fordid views, which 1 wonder any body can be fo 
blind as not to fee, I mean that of fulfilling die old 
proverb^— Laying up egainji a rainy day. — There 
are few families fo unfortunate as to have none a* 
inong them profper ; and when all are governed by 
one common intereft, will not the fucccfs of one 
be the advantage of the other ? — Life is an un- 
certain ocean, numberlefs, namelefs dangers luric 
beneath the faireft furface : ^ — no one, at his firft 
embarkation, can pr6mife to himfelf he fball gp 
thro' his voyage, unruffled with the ftorms which 
from above, below, and every where impend. — =• 
Who then would not be glad to fecure fome 
friendly bark at hand, whofe kind afflftance, in cafe 
of a wreck, might fave hin), and the remnants of 
his fcattered fortune ?• 

How well known, 3^t bow little attended to, is 
that excellent ftory of him, who having many chil- 
dren^ and finding the hour of his dinbhition ap- 
proaching, fent for them all to come tokis bedfide ; 
then ordered a bundle of fticks well tied up to be 
brought, and giving it into the hands of the eldeft, 
commanded him to break it; which having in vain 
eflayed to do, 4^ fecond brother took it , then the 
third, and fo on, till they had all tried their fereral 
ftrengths with equal fuccefs. — The thing is im^ 
fra^ficablij faid one of them, unUfs we cut the ban* 
Jage ; — fif^gly we may eajily break them. — True^ 
replied the father's andfi^ my fins ^ will it be impsjfi'^ 
hie to hurt any ofwuj while you continue in the ban^ 
dage sflove ana unity ; but if that Jhould be. once 
di£olved^yourftrength is lojl^ and you are in danger 
of becoming a prey to every artifice of defigning men* 

Love and fri^ndfhip, >thqy fay, will admit no 
ibares in the heart \ — where either are iincere and 

wiih 
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withoi t leferve, it muft be between two perfons ; 
when a third comes in for any part, that intereft, 
ivhich ought to be entire» is divided, weakened, 
and perhaps by different views thrown into con- 
fufion 3 the maxim queftiookft is juft as to the ge- 
neral, but has nothing to do with the union which 
.ought to fubfift among thofe of the (ame family, 
who, like fo many young branches of the iame tree, 
if clofely knit together, are beft defended from the 
inclemency of the weather for being numerous. 

It is odd, metfainKS, that even pride of blood 
Ihould not influence thofe defcended from an illu- 
ftrious houfe, to fupport, in fome meafure anfwer* 
able to the dignity of their birth, thole of their own 
kindred, who may have happened to fall into mif- 
fortunes.— Are they not fenfible that all the con- 
tempt they are treated with by mean-foul'd crea- 
tures, pomts obliqudv at themfelves? And can 
they know the miferable fhifts to which they are 
frequendy reduced for breatf, without reflei^ing; 
that the grandeur of the whole family fufiers ia 
tbefe unhappy branches i 

Strakob mfatuation ! To what can be af- 
Crib^d fo total a negled of that which we owe to 
heaven, ourfelves, and thofe belonging to us ? — • 
Where is the fatal fpell that ftops up all the ave- 
nues of the foul, and fuffers neither the di£btes of 
religion, the pleas of foftcompaffion, nor the more 
powerful impulfes of nature to our own flefli and 
bloodj to||ain tbeleaft admittance ?-*-Wherebut 
in luxury^nd a falfe pride of being able to outvie 
each other in thofe expenfive vices fonper ^es 
-would have blulhed to be found guilty of i 

Did not the once difcreet and virtuous Lucil^ 
Ifa refufe fy poor a gift as ba)f a guinea to a very 

near 
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near relation, who once had been her equal in 
fortune, but now, in the extremeft exigence, tooj^ 
the liberty of petitioning her, yet went the fame 
evening to an aflembly, where fhe loft a thoufand 
piftoles at play ! 

Wonderful are the chinges which difference 
of times create ! A few years fince, a gamefter 
was the moft defpicable charader in life ; — 
noW) whofe fociety more coveted than people of 
that profeffion ! — All who had any reputation to 
lofe, or defired to be thought well of by dieir neigh- 
bours, took care, whenever they indulged them- 
felves in that diverfion, to* do it with as much pri- 
vacy as poffible ; — but w^w, not to love playjs to 
be unpolite : — cards were then made ufe of only" 
2S thz amufement of a tedious winter's evening j— • 
now all feafons are alike, they are the employment 
of the year J and, at fomc of our great Chocolate-^ 
boufesy many thoufand acres are a ten fwalbwed 
up before dinner. — Perfons who were obferved 
to have fuperior (kill in play » were then diftinguifh- 
ed by the odious name oi /harpers^ and; as'fjch, 
avoided by all men of fenfe ; now they are compli* 
mented with the tide o^ great connoijfeicrs^ applau- 
ded for their underftjnding in all the niceties of the 
game ; and that is looked upon as the moft ufeful 
kind of learning, which teaches how to circum- 
vent an . adverfary at the important Bufincft of 
whiji. 

This- vice of gaming, originally defcenJed from 
the worft of paflions, is certainly the moft perni- 
cious of any to fociety. — How great a misfortune 
is it therefore that it ihould become the mode^ and 
by being encouraged by perfons of figure and con- 
dition, render the lov/er clafs of people (who are^ 
• Vol. L F always 
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^Uways fond of imitating their fuperiors) ambitious^ 
» it were, of l)eing undone in fuch good company I 

To this unhappy propenfity it is greatly owing 
that fo many ihops, lately well-fipcked and flou* 
rifhing, are now fhut up, even in the heart of the 
city, and their oyipsi:$ either bankrupts or mi- 
ferable refyge^s in foreign part$ :— -nor is it to be 
wondered ?,t, when the honeft profit that naight be 
Unade of trade is negle£led, for the precarious hopes 
pf getting more byplay, the citizen will have but 
little &are with the courtier, and, to add to bi& 
cnortification, will find that the misfortunes, which 
attend this going out of bis own fpbere, ferve only 
99 a matter of ridicule to thofe very perfon^ who 
reap the advantage pf his foUy. 

We may date this extravagant itch of gaming,, 
whidi, like the plague, has fpread its contajgion, 
through all degrees of people, from the fatal 
year ^720, Thp alluring profpeil of making a 
great fortune at o^ce, and without any labour or 
trouble, fo infatviate^ th^ minds of all the ambi- 
tious, the ayaricipvs, and the indolent, that for a 
time there fcemed an entire ftagnation of all bufi- 
Qe&, but what y^as tranOiSed, by the brokers in 
' Change- AUep -rThei^ it was thg,t flipping began 
to fiourifh in the ration, and has ever fm^e conti- 
|)ued under various fhapes. — The great bubble of 
ttie South Sea diifipated a thoufand leiTer ones^ 
iho* equally deftrudive to honeft induftry, fprune 
up : ri-ne w Ixodes of ^in were every dayjnveiitea; 
— ktteries ou lotteries u^ere continually draw-? 
ing, in which few, befide ihof^ who fat them up,, 
had any thir^g but blanks. -^r-TJ^fe the wifdomof 
Xh» legiflature thought f^t to put a ftop to, but had 
uot power to extirpate . the urthappy influence 
ij^tUQh^ long inattention to buQnefs had gained. — ^ 

'the 
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The people had been too much accuftomed to idle- 
ncfs to return with any fpirit to their former va- 
cations : — they wanted the golden fruit to drop 
into their laps, and frefh opportunities of renewing 
thofe cliimerical expedlatten^, by which alreadjr "- 
three parts in four of the middling clafs had been 
undone. — Chance was the idol of their fouls, and - 
when any of their more fober friends remonftrat- 
ed to them the madnefs of quitting a certain fet* 
tUd way of getting a moderate livings for ih^fieet^ 
ingy vijionary fcheme of a luxurious oncy they all 
returned this common cant anfwer, — That they 
umre willing to put themfelves in fortune* s wa^ ; 
and, that they might pojibly be as lucky as fome 
» others^ who^ being very poor before^ hadnowfet up 
great equipages^ and made a fine figure in the worlds 

This it was that converted gaming from in 
amufement into a bufinefs, it being the only mat- 
ter now remaining, out of which their fo much- 
beloved caftles in the air ,could be formed : — one 
nightVgood run at cards, or a lucky caft of the 
dice, would repair all that had been loft in other 
ventures, and every one thought it worth his while 
to ftake bis laft remains. 

There are always a fet of artful people, who 
■watch to take advantage of any public frenzy. — 
Thefe foon difcovered the general bent, and, to 
humour it with novelty, contrived \'^rious kinds 
of gaming which never had before been dreamed 
of ; by which every one, if it fo happened,- might • 
arrive at the end of his defires. Number?, by this 
firatagem, were taken in, who otherwife, perhaps, 
l)y a confcious want of ftill in the old games, 
would have been retrained, fmce it requires nei- 
ther thought nor ingenuity to be fuccefsfuj at tbcfe 
new iflveated tables. 

F at I covfb 
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I COULD name a certain fpot of ground , witli- 
in the liberties of IVeJlminJiir^ which contains no 
lefs than fourteen public gaming-houfes in the 
compafs of two hundred yards , all which are 
every night crowded with a promifcuous company 
of the great vulgar and the finally as Congrevs 
eleg^tly and jufily calls all fuch aflemblies. 

To hurl the tennis-ball^ or play a match at 
iriciet, are certainly robuft and manly exercifes ; 
■—they were originally invented to try and prefervc 
ftrength and a<Uivity, and to keep thofe of qujt 
youth, who were not born to meaner labours, from 
idlenefk and effeminacy. — The playing at the ktter 
alfo, county againft county, was defigned to in* 
fpirc a noble emulation to excel each other in thofe 
feats , which might render them more able to fervc 
their king and country, when the defence of either 
required them to take up arms. — ^No mercenary 
views had any fhare in the inftitution of thefe 
games j — honour was the only excitement, — 
applaufe the only end propofed by each bold at- 
t emptor. Thefe, alas ! of later days, are but empty 
liames ; — a thoufand pounds has more real charms 
than any are to be found in glory ; — ^gain, fordid 
gain, is all that engroiTes the heart, and adds tranf- 
port to fuccefs. Without that, numbers, who 
throng to give proofs of their aSivitv, would ra- 
ther chufe to pafs the time away in lolling over a^ 
lady's toilet while fte is.drefling, or in his own 
cafy-chair at home, liftening to the muHc of hi» 
footman's French horn* 

Will ^ny one fay, that this is true nature?— 
}^o, it is tb^ vices which deform nature, and only, 
by being toogeperal and cuftomary, may be called 
a fecond nature. — Would ever nature dired us to 
icgirch inoo the bofom of the earth for gold ? —or 
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when found, to idolize the ore our hands had dug? 
—to pride ourfelves, more or lefs, according to the 
quantity of the fhining pelf we are mailers of, and 
to place all honour, virtue, and renown, in being 
rich f 

However, fmce the world is Co much altered, 
from what it was in the true ftate of nature, ani 
there is now nofubfifting without fame portion of 
this gold, we muft not affed to defpife it too much: 
but as we ought not to hften to the calls of avarice, 
in acquiring it byindifcreet or fcandalous means » 
fo, when poffeffed of it, we ought not to lavifti it 
<awayin trifles we have no occaHon for, and perhaps 
bad better be without. — Wefliould reflcd, that 
our pofterity will have need of it as well as our- 
felves, and look on every extravagancy we are 
guilty of as a robbery of them \ that we are no 
more than tenants for life in whatever defcend s to 
us from OUT parents ; and that we {houM leave it 
as intire and unembezzled as we received it from 
them. —Nor is the injuftice lefs, when we need- 
leAy, and to gratify any inordinate appetite, dif* 
fipate thofe goods of fortune, we may have ac- 
quired b y our own induftry. — Children, being 
parts of ourfelves, are born to (hare in our poflef- 
fions; and nothing is more abfurd, in my opinion, 
than the faying of fome people, that their children 
may labour for them/elves as they have done. — ^How 
are fuch parents certain they will be able fotodo? 
A thoufand Accidents may happen to render the 
utmoft efforts they can make of no eSeSt ; and 
when that is the cafe, how hardly muft a ion think 
of a father, who, by a profufe and riotous manner 
of living, has reduced to ftarving, thofe who de- 
rive their being from him i 

Not that I would wi(h any one to deny him- 
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/elf the ncceflaries, nor even the pleafures of life, 
for the f;ike of his pofterity.; out in all thefe things 
there is a golden mean to be obferved, which is 
indeed no other than to follow nature, enjoy our- 
ielves while we live, and prudently referve fome* 
thing for thofe to enjoy who are to live after us. 


It is certain that no age, no nation, ever were 
cq<jal to us in luxury of all kinds. — The moft 
rivate, low-bred man would be a HettQgabalus in 
is table ; and too many women there are, who, 
like CUopatray would not fcruple to fwallow a 
whole province at a draught. 


i 


Then as to drefs, they feem to ftudy now not 
uhat is mofl becoming, but what will coft the 
moil : — no difference made between the young 
nobleman and the city-' prentice, except that the 
latter is fometimes the greater beau : — ^gold-bead- 
ed canes, watches, rings, fnufF-boxes^ and laced 
waiilcoats, run away with the fortune that fliouki 
fet him up in bufinefs, and frequently tempt him 
to defraud his mailer ; who perhaps allb, taken up 
with his own private pleafures, exammes too little 
into his fbop aiFairs, and, when the till i^ drained, 
bor^ows'a while to fupport his darling pride, ihca 
fmks at once into ruin and contempt* 

Our fcx is known to be fo fond of appearing 
£ne and gay, that it Is no wonder the tradefmen^s 
wives (hould even exceed their hufbanda in the 
article of drefs ; but it is indeed prodigious, that 
(b many of them (bould, merely for the fake of 
being thought able to afford any thing, deftroy the 
reafonable end of finery, and render themlelves 
aukward, nay, prepofterous, inftead of genteel 
and agreeable. — When a gold and (ilver ftuff'^ 
enough to weigh a woman down, Iball be loaded 
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yet more with heavy trimmings, what opinion caa 
we have either of the fancy or judgment of her 
that wears it ! — And is not her neighbour, whom 
to outfhine, perhaps, (he has ftrained her hufband's 
purfe-ftrings for this coftly garment, infinitely more 
to be liked in a plain Ducape or Alm6%en ! 

I AM forry to obferve, that this falfe delicacy 
in eating, drinking, apparel, furniture, and diver- 
fions, fo prevalent among us, has not only undone 
half the nation, but rendered us extremely ridicu- 
lous to foreigners who are witneiTes of it. — Thus 
avarice introduced luxury, luxury leads us to con« 
tempt, and beggary comes on apace. 

I FEAR what I have faid on thefe topici will 
be but ill reliihed by a great many of my readers ; 
but if I have the good fortune to find it has had 
an efFe£t on any one of them, fo far as to caufe 
them to fee the error they have been guilty of, I 
fhall be the lefs chagrined at the refentment of the 
lyilfuUy blind. — • Times like thefe require corro- 
fiveS) not balfams, to amend : -— the fore has al- 
ready eaten into the very bowels of public happi- 
nefs, and they muft tear away theinfe£fced part, or 
become a nuifance to tfaemlelvesy and all about 
them. 

I REMBMBER to have formerly heard a fiory^ 
of one Adulphusy the truth of which was ftrongly 
aflerted.— -This man, who it feems had an eftate 
of 300 Lptr Annum^ lived happy and contented on 
it, till one afternoon, as he wasfleeping ia his gar* 
den, be dreamed a perfon of a verv venerable af« 
peflcame to him, and faid, Adulpom I four inte-- 
grity^ bojphnlityj and tb$fe other virtues you an 
p^jptjfed of^ intitle you to a reward from above, — • 
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This day twelvemonth j and at this hour preci/ely, you 
Jhall receive from my hands tbefum of 30,000 /. 

This dream made a ftrong imprefEon on him : 
—He fct it down in his pocket-book the moment 
l.e awoke ; and believing as firmly it would come 
to pafs, as if an angel from heaven had really de- 
fcendtd to him with this promife, he began to 
coiifider in what manner he fliould live, and how 
ihe trcafure Ihould be employed. — A thoufand 
gr;ind ideas prefently came into his head : — he 
Iccked on his houfe, he found it old, decayed, 
infinitely too fmall for a man of the fortune he 
vas to recei\e j — to lofe no time, therefore, he 
ftnt for workmen, and contradled with them to 
build it anew after an elegant plan he drew himfelf. 

A GARDEN, which before was planted with 
aU things ufeful in a kitchen, was now converted 
into a large court- yard in a femi-cirde, and en- 
compafTed with a wall ornamented with gilded 
flow.cr-pots; a fine portico, raifcd with fivefleps^ 
led 10 a hall one hundred and fifty feet fquare, 
lined with cedar, and^ fupported by twelve marble 
pil ars, curioufly carved and corniihed after the 
Doric and Ionic manner : — the deling was lofty, 
and painted with the ftory of Orpheus and the- 
Bacchanalian dames, who, in their wild fury tore 
bo:h tl;e nmfician and iyre'to pieces. — On each 
fide, a Itile avenue led to a range of bandfomc 
parlours y and fome few paces farther two noble 
ilair-cafes^ which by an eafy afcent brought you, 
ih^ one to the right, and the other to the left wing 
cf th.e houib, both wbif:h contained an equalnuin- 
tier'of .lodging rooms. — : Over the great portico 
and hall was a gallery with windows on both fid6s, 
To that there was a thorough profpe£l from the 
gr<.at court-yard to the gardens behind the houife, 

which 
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ivhich had feven defcents, all laid out in different 
parterres, and embelliflied with flatues and foun- 
tains. The laft of them terminated in a wilder* 
nefs, in which was a filh-pond, and near it feveral 
curious grottoes, where, in the noontide heats of 
Avguft^ you might feel all the coolne(s and fweeta^ 
^f a May morning. 

A GREAT number of hands being employed, 
the building was foon iinifhed, and, againft it was 
fo, Adnlphui had befpoke furniture fuitable to it. 
—He indeed fliewed his good tafte in every thing 
"be did ; — every body allowed nothing could be 
more complete, but at the fame time, as his in- 
come was known to all about the country, it af- 
forded matter of difcourfe, by what means he wa? 
become fo fuddenly rich, as to be able to ereft an 
edifice of fuch expence. — They took upon them 
to calculate how much it coft, and found, th \t tho' 
there were many things in the old building which 
might contribute, yet the whole <rf What he muft 
infallibly lay out could not foe lefs than 10,000 L 
— Some thought he had found hinden treafures ; 
fom^, that he was privately married to a rich wife ; 
others, lefs inclined to judge favourably, faid he 
dealt with the devil. — Various were the conjec- 
tures of what he was about 5 but all were far dif- 
tant from the truth. — Alas ! they knew not that 
he had been up to London^ and deeply mortgaged 
his paternal eftate to purchafe marble, cedar, arid 
other things, which were not to be procured with- 
out ; and as to the artificers, he had fct the day of 
payment according to his dream \ and as his cha- 
rafter was fair, and he had always been accounted 
. an honeft, frugal man, not one of them but wete 
peffcdtly fatisficd. 

IIf tiUilvJ not his mod intimate: friends, how-* 
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ever, with the fecret, by what means fa great a» 
eccciEon of fortune wa$ to befal him ; but was 
always fo gay and eafy, that none doubted but he 
was well aflured of k himfelf* 

At length the wHhed-for day arrived, againft 
which time he had ordered a great collation to be 
prepared ; all his kindred, and feveral of the neigh* 
bouring gentry weie invited, before whom be in- 
tended to difcharge all his tradefmen's bills;. 

Th e hour appointed by the vifion was, as near 
as I can remember the ftor^, about five ; and he 
no fooner heard the clock firike, than be begged 
the company's pardon for a moment, and went iiv- 
to his clofet; not in the Icaft doubting but he fiiould 
return loaded with wealth.— *Ue fat for fometime 
in the mod pleafed expe£lation, till the hour elap- 
fingi his heart began to be invaded with ibme flight 
palpitations. — But what became of him, when not 
only Ax, but feven o'clock pafTed over, and ho 
guardian angel, nor any meflage from him» arrived^' 

Pe R soM s of his (anguine complexion, however^ 
do not eafily give way to defpair. — To excufe 
the difappomtment, he flattered himfelf that this 
delay had been intirely his own fault, and that as 
the promife had been made to him while he was 
fleeping^ fo he ought to have waited the perfor- 
mance of it in the fame fituation ; befides, he did 
not know but the noife and hurry be had in his 
houfeMTiight not he pleaflng to thofe intelledual 
beingsj wlio delight in iblitudeand privacy. Thefe 
V ere the imaginations. which enabled him to re- 
turn-to his Irijjnds.with a compofed countenance j 
nnd firmly believing, that in the night he fiiould 
It reive vi'Lat his inadvertency in the day had de- 
prived him of, be tolJ liis creditors,, ilwt an ^vqci- 

deat 
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dent had poftponed the fatisfaflion he propofed, 
in difcharging the obligations he had to ihem, tiil 
the next morning ; but that, if they pleafed to come 
at that time, thejr might depend on hetng paid* 
On this they all retired well fatisfied, and Adtdphus 
pafled the remainder of the evening among his 
guefts, with the fame jollity and good humour he 
had been in the whole day* 

This, indeed, was the laft night of his tranqui* 
lity»— He Went to-bed and fell afleep, but no de* 
lightful ideas prefented themfelves to him: he a- 
woke, and by the light of a candle which he kept 
burning in the chimney, looked round the room 
iff hopes of feeing the dear money-bags lying ready 
for him on the table, but found every thing juft 
as he left it : — he then put out the candle, ftill 
flattering himfelf that darknefs would be more fa- 
Vourable.«-A little ruftling, which fome accident 
foon after occafloned, made him certain that his 
wifhes were now compleated : '^^ out of bed be 
jumps in tranfport, and feds in every corn^, but 
found nothing of what he fought $ then layc^swn 
^<iin, in vain endeavouring to compofe himfelf to 
reA. At length the morning broke, and he once 
more, with wifhful eyes aitdaking heart, renewed 
his fearch, — alas ! to the fame puriX)fc as before : 
—all he could fee were piSures, glaiTes, and other 
rich furniture, which, being unpaid for, ferved 
only as fo many mementoes of his misforMne. — 
He now began to tremble for the confequehccs of 
his too credulous dependance on a vifion ; yet ilill 
unwilling to believe what gave him fo much' hor- 
ror, anew matter of hope ftarted into his head.— 
The promife was made to him that day twelves- 
month, which it was certain was gone without 
any efFect of what he- had been made to expefi 5 
but then he reflcfled. that it was not the fame day 
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c f the week, and that poflibly this might bring 
him better news. 

He therefore ventured to tell his creditors, that 
tho' a fecond delay had happened, they (hould be 
all paid on the morrow. «— His chara&er, and the 
aflurance with which he fpoke, prevented them 
from being un^fy as yet ; but when they came the 
third time, and found that, inftead of having their 
demands ahfwered, Jdulphus would not be feen by 
them, but had fliut himfelf up in his chaiiiber, and 
ordered bis iervants to fay he was indifpofed, they 
began to murmur ; and fome of them, who had 
been informed of his having mortgaged his eftate, 
thought it was beft for them to take fome other 
method of getting their money, than barely aiking 
for it> before all was gone. 

' SsvBRAL procefies were prefetitly made out 
againft him, and officerscon^iaually watching about I 
his bouietotakeiiim; buthekepthin>felffoclofe, 
that all their endeavours were jn vain for a long 
time. — His friends, being informed of all this, 
could not conceive what had induced him to a£l 
m the manner he had done, and came <^ften to his 
houfe on purpofe to intenrogate hrm coace]:ninghis 
affairs, and offer tiidr aiEftance in making them 
up, in cafe there was a poiEbility ; but none of 
them could ever get accefs to him.;-r-his grief, his 
fiiame, and his defpair at finding the Impofition 
he had put upon himfelf, the injufticeit had made 
him guilty of to others, and the inevitable ruin 
thatitared him in the face, would ndt fuflRsr him 
to fee even thofe for whom he bad the moft 
'good-will ; and nothing is more (Grange than that^ 
111 the agonies of his foul, he did not lay violent 
hands on his own life. 

In 
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ts fpite of all his caution be was at laft arrefted, 
and thrown into prifon ; and this occafioning a 
thorough enquiry into his circumftances, it was 
ibon difcovered that he had made every thing a- 
way J but the motive which had induced a man 
v^ho had all his life, till this unhapj^y infatuation, 
bdiaved with the greateft |)nidence and modera-4 
tion, was Hill a fecret ; and. this fo incenfed all 
who had any dealings with him, as making them 
think he had only a defign to defraud them from 
the beginning, that they would liften to no terms 
of accommodation. • 

Th£ truth is, he was become too fenfible of his 
£olly to be able to declare it, till from a full belief 
that he had been mad, be grew fo in reality, and 
in his ravings difclofed what fliame, while he had 
any remains of refleiSion, made him fo earneftly 
conceal. 

Hrs golden dream, and tbe £ki cSt& it had on 
him, were now the talk of the wiiofe town ; and 
thofe who had been moft exafperate againft himY 
now pitied him. — His friends confulted together, 
and the fine houfe and furniture were fold, as was. 
alfo his eftate, after clearing the mortgage, to pay 
the creditors as far as the money would go, and on 
this he was difcharged, from prifon, but naked, 
pennylefs, and in no condition of doing any thing 
for his fubMance. 

In this miferable condition it was thought the 
greateft chAity could be {hewn to him was to put 
bim into Bedlam^ where, as I am informeJ, ha 
regained his fenfes enough to relate the whole par- 
ticulars of what before he had by ftarts imperfe6lly 
difcovered; but the wildnefs of his late diforder 
being fucceeded by a deep melancholy, he never 

once 
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once defired to quit the place and company he was 
jn^ and after languifhing fome months, died, a fad 
example of indulging profpe£ls which are merely 
ipeculativc* 

. I AM afraid one need not give one's felf muclt 
trouble to find many Adulphus*s in this kingdom ; 
and that if aU who have a£ted like him, on as 
little foundation, were to be accounted lunatics^ 
new hofpitals muft be erected, for that in MooT'^ 
fields would not contain a thoufandth part. 

» 

It is indeed a dreadful thing when people can-* 
not refolve to content themfelves with the fphere 
in which they are placed by heaven and nature. — ' 
It is this reftlefsnefs of the mind that occafions half 
the mifchiefs which befal mankind ; — and yet we 
are all, more or lefs, apt to have fome fhare of it : 
•— «veiy one wifhes for fomething he has not> and 
that hinders him from enjoying properly what he 
is pofiefled of. — We fancy we know better dian 
Him that made us, what would befit us, and ac* 
cufe Providence of partiality in the lot affigned us ^ 
and how fond foever we may be of the writings of 
the late celebrated Mr. Pope^ it is but rarely we 
remember this maxim of his, and acknowledge with 
him, that 

■ ■■ ■■ lyhatever is^ is right. 

But this, as I faid before, is wholly owing to 
the dominion we fufFcr ill paffions to get over us, 
and jnot to nature, which is eafily fati^npd, and ne- 
ver craves a fuperfluity of any thing.— 1 have often 
obferved, that the attainment of what wc have pur- 
fued with the moft eagerncfs^ has proved our great- 
eft curfe ; apd I dare anfwer, that there are tcarce 
any of my readers but have, fome time or other, in 
th<: courfe of their lively experienced this truth. 

Thou- 
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Thovs AKDS there are in this great metropolis, 
i^ho have, with the utmoft ardency, wrQied the 
death of a parent, an elder brother, a hufband, or 
a wife, and yet, a fmalltipae after, have found the 
lofs of them the fevereft misfortune could have 
befallen them* 

In the defigns men have upon our fex, I appeal 
to themfelves, if the feducing a wife or daughter 
of a friend, has not brought oii them worfe con* 
fequences, than the refufal of the gratification of 
their paffion could poffibly have done* 

Even in kfs unwarrantable aims, we often find 
that the grant of what we aflc is a greater cruelty 
than the denial. Suppofe the partial favour of a 
prince ihould confer any of the great offices of ftate 
on a perfoQ, who had not abilities to difcharge bis 
tmft with any tolerable degree of honour, would it 
not have been better for fuch a one to have conti* 
nued in a private life, rather than, by this exalta* 
tion, have his ignorance expofed, and become the. 
jeftpf a fneering world, who rejoice in an oppor- 
tunity of ridiculing the foibles of the great ! 

In fine, there is no one thing, let it wiear ever 
fo fair a face of happinefs, but the pofleiEon of ic 
may render us miferable, either by its not being 
efleotiaily fo in itfelf, or by our own want of ca- 
pacity to ufe it as we ought* 

Not to^ too anxious after any thmg, Js thi^re- 
fore the oii^fure means of enjoying that traJB^ 1*7 
lity we but vainly depend upon, in the acqt|ii\t^|i|^' 
of what our paflions make us look on for a tvi^ 
as our greateft good. 

O BUT ! fomc people will cr;, thefe are ftupid 

maxims : 
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maxims : nature, in accuftoming itfelf to fucH^a 
ftate of indolence and ina&ivity, would fall into a 
lethargy, and we fhould be little better than walk- 
ing ftatues.— Paffions were given us to invigorate 
the mind) and roufeus to ooEleand gssat adtions ; 
and he that is bom without them, or mortifies 
them too much, is incapable of doing any thing to 
ferve his God, his country, or bimfelf. 

This is undoubtedly true ; and whoever under- 
ftands what I have faid in a contrary fenfe, does 
an injury to my meaning. — I am for having every 
one endeavour to excel in whatever ftation or pro* 
feflion he has been bred ; but I am for having none 
attempt to go out of it, or to regard promotion 
more than the means by which he aims to acquire 
> it. •— * He ought to have ambition enough to do all 
that might make him worthy of being raifed, but 
not fo much as to makahim capable of overleap- 
ing all the barriers of virtue to attain his end.— I 
would not have a lieutenant in the army ihoot his 
captain in the back for the fake of getting into his 
pofl ; but I wottld have him behave fo as to deferve 
a better* 

But there "is one very unfortunate propenfity 
in moft of us, for I know not whether it may faie 
called a paffion, and that is the vanity of ims^ning 
we deferve much, more than in. reality we do. — 
Hiis vanity, when not gratified, makes us murmur 
and repine at thofe who have it in their power to 
grant what we defire, and yet wid^old it from 
us 9 it excites in us an envy and IKred againft 
thofe who are in pofleinon of what we think is 
due to us alone ; it uifpires us with a thoufahd 
bafe artifices to undermine and ruin ail who have 
a fairer profpeft than ourfelves. — When a perfcn 
of this flamp happens to fucceed in his aim, ycu 
/ may 
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may know him by a haughty ftrut, and contemp- 
tuous tofs of the head to his inferiors, an air of 
importance to his equals, and a fervite fawn on all 
who can any way contribute to exalting him yet 
higher ; for ihere are no bounds to the ambition 
of a felf'fui&cient man. 

What crowds of thefe do w$ fee ev^ry day^ 
At park^ at apita^ at courts and play / 

A PERSON who, on the contrary, really rifes by 
his merit, is affable and mild to ail beneath \}aax^ 
fociable among thofe of his own rank, and pays 
that regard to thofe above him, which their ftations 
orintrinfic worth demand, but no farther ; — fuch 
a one is rejoiced at his good fortune, but not altered 
in his humour : he forgets not what he was, nor 
his former companions, and thinks himfelf not at 
aU the bitter man for heing a greater. 

What pity 'its that fuch no more abound^ 
Wbofe modejl merit recompence has found* 


,4 


That confideration, however, norathoufand /\ 
rebuffs which a virtuous man often meets with in 
the difcharge of his duty, or the attainment of 
what he has really purchafed by his good behavi- 
our, will not deter him from going on in- the fame 
laudable courfe, becaufe it is pleafing; to himfelf, 
and renders him infinitely more at eafe in hts own 
breaft, than he can ever feel, who, by indireft 
means, arrives at the higheft fuaimit of his ambi- 
tious views. ^ 

XEUXISj by a long feries of hjrpocrify, trea-^ 
chery, and deceit, pretended menaces on the one 
fide, equally falfe friendlhips on the other, and- 
cfvery artifice of wicked policy, has at laft forced 
himfelf, as it were, into a feat, v^hich neither his 
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birth, his parts, nor the moft fanguine wifhes of 
bis beft friends, could ever promife; yet how 
wretchedly does his new grandeur fit upon him ! 
—Do not bis fuUen looks, and contraded brow» 
denote a fecret remorfe, that preys upon his foal, 
when, inftead of the refped he flattered himfelf 
with, he meets only with infults, and that the dig- 
nity, lb unworthily conferred upon him, has ferved 
but to render him the objeA of all good men's 
contempt, and the deteftation of the vulgar ! 

From this lump of glutted avarice and fwollen 
ambition, let us turn our eyes on brave TimoliBn^ 
whofe untainted virtue would honour the higheft 
dignities, y'tt is pofTefled of none but thofe derived 
to him from his illuilrious anceftors : — uncourt* 
ing, unindebted to favour, a native gre<itneis fhines 
through his whole deportment ; confcious worth, 
and innate peace of mind, finile in his^yes, at once 
commanding homage and aiFefUon : his name is 
never mentioned, but with bleffings \ and the love 
and admiration 0/ all degrees of people give him 
that folid grandeur which empty titles, and all the 
pomp of arrogance, would but in vain aflume. 

Who then wpuld fay it is not better to iefurvt 
than to naive ? — Who would not chufe to be a 
Tim^lecn rather than a Xeuxis^ did they well weigh 
the difference of characters before too far entered 
into the guilty labyrinth to be able to retreat ? 

Therb are, indeed, a fort of ]^ple in the 
world who are too proud to be obi|ed, — - who 
think it their glory to refiife fiivours, even thouj^ 
they fland in the greateft need of them, afl4« wUi 
a cynical furlinelsaffront, inftead of thanking thofe 
who make offers of their friendfhip. <— This is k 
difpofition whichlias nothing in it commendaU^ ^ 

^ but 
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but as it arifes only from too much grcatnefs of 
mind, or what one may call honour over-ftrained, 
fuch a perfon can never be dangerous to fociety, 
and how little good foever he may be capable of 
•doing to himielf} be will be fure to da no hurt 
to others. 

# 

Is an age fo felfifli and gain-loving as this of 
curs, there are but few examples of the kind I 
have mentioned; I {hall therefore prefent my rea* 
ders with one which happened very lately, and is, 
I think, pretty extraordinary. 

L EOLINy a gentleman defended from ^ne 
of the beft families in tVahs^ and born to a confi- 
derable eftate, had, from his very early years, been 
attached by the moft tender paffion to a young lady 
called Elmira^ an heirefsof 1600/. a year. -^His 
vows had all the fuccefs he could deiire ; and if he 
thought that all the charms of the whole fex were 
united in his Elmira^ fhe could find nothing wor« 
thy of her aiFedion but her Le$lin. Their fathers, - 
who had been long intimate friends, approved their 
mutual flame ; and when Leolin arrived at his 
twentieth year, and Elmira to that of ftxteen, 
they refolved to join the hands of two perfons, 
-^whofe hearts had been united even before they 
knew either the nature, or the aim of the paffion 
€iey were infpired w ith. 

Accordingly the marriage-articles were 
drawn, am^reat preparations were making to 
folemnize tffi^nuptials, when within two or three 
days of that which was intended to com{>tigiaf -ll^ 
the father of Elmira had the misfortune to fall off* 
his horfe and break his leg, which turning to a 
mortification, was obliged to be cut oiF. — ^ Either 
want of (kill in the furgeons^ or his own obftinacy 

in 
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in not fuffering the amputation to be above the 
knee, proved fatal to him, and he died in twenty- 
ibur hours after the operation. 

This occaHoned a melancholy delay of our 
lovers happinefs. — The virtuous and difcreet El^ 
mira could not think of devoting herfclf to the 
joys and gaiety of a bridal ftate immediately after 
the lofs of a parent to whom (he had been ex- 
^ ' tresTldy dear, and whofe indulgence (he had al- 
ways repaid with the moft fmcere filial duty and 
affeftion. — £^«//« bimfelf, who fliared in all her 
forrows, durft not prefume to prefs it ; and his 
father was too great an obferver of decency, as 
Weil as too much concerned for the death of his 
good old friend, to urge the completion of an af- 
Mr, which though he very much defired, yet he 
thought might be more agreeable to all the parties 
concerned, when time had a little worn off the 
pcdent poignancy of grief. 

The firft mourning being over, and the white 
garments accompanied with fomewhat of a more 
chearful afpe£t, ti e paflionate Le^lin began by de- 
grees to remind his charming miftrefs of her en- 
gagement \ and {he was haJt-confenting to put an 
' end to all his languiihments, when a fecond, and, 
in its ccndquences, more fatal difappointment than 
the former, came between them aod the felicity 
they expelled. 

The father of LetfUn was takeiy^ddenly ill : 
— ^His indifpofition terminated in a violent lever, 
which in a very few days took him from the world ; 
but even this event, affiiding as it vns to the fon, 
proved a flight misfortune to that which immedi- 
att ly enfued. — The funeral obfequies were no 
fooner over, than the houfe of the young gende- 
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man was forcibly entered by officers, who came 
to feize on all he had, by virtue of a deed of g^fe 
made, as they faid, by his father, fome years be- 
fore, to his brother's fon. Leolitiy impetuous by 
nature, oppofed their paflage all he could; but 
the number they brought with them by far ex- 
ceeded thofe of his fervants, and they took pof- 
feffion : — on which he went to the houfe of a 
neighbouring gentleman, who had been an inti- 
mate acquaintance of his father, complained to 
him of lus wrongs, and intreated his advice. 

Not only this peribn, but the chief gentlemen 
of the county, perfuaded him tct have recourfeto 
law, — it feeming highly improbable, that any fa- 
ther {bould give away the inheritance of an only 
fon, and fuch a fon as Leolirty who had never 
done anything to difoblige him, and of whom h^ 
had always feemed extremely fond. 

The kinfman, howcvpr, had his pretences, 
which, for the better underftanding this myfterious 
affair, I muft not pafs over in filence. — ^The mo- 
ther of LeoJin, when he was not above four or iivc 
years old, eloped from her hufband, and took re- 
fuge in Frame with a gentleman who had foriner- 
ly courted her, and whom fte continued to love, 
to the eternal ruin of all that ought to be dear ta 
womankiad. 

So manifeft a proof of hcfr unchaftity, it is cer- 
tain, made him difreg ird the young Leolin for a 
time, as dubious if he were really of his blood 5 — * 
and witnefles were produced, whofwore thejh^d 
heard him fay, The bajicird Jhould never inherit dn 
.acre of his land\ and when ther aifwered,''fs&d'/.iV 
tU7uld not be in his power to cut him off^ he rejoined,. 
iio matter^ there %Qere other courfes to he taken. 

This 
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This they depofed that they underftood as meant 
by the deed of gift now produced ; and that tho' 
fince then he had treated Leolin as his fon, and 
feemed to ufe him well, it was only to avoid anir 
farther noife being made in the world of his dii- 
honour while he lived, referring to (hew his refent- 
ment to the mother on the fon^ till after his deceafe. 

In fine, after a long procefs, the trial cameon, 
and the kinfman had fo well concerted his mea- ' 
fures, that, in fpite of all the probabilities that were 
agaii^ him, he got, the better of Leolin ; — the 
ji^d^e only, in confideration of his having been 
bred a gentleman, and in the expedation of fo 
Urge an eftate, ordering be fhould be allowed 200 /. 
per annum out of fo many thoufands. 

Few there worC) however^ who did not believe 
bim greatly wronged ; nor could the jury them- 
felves reconcile, to their own reafon, the verdi£l 
they vffif^ obliged to give on the evidence, who 
fwore fo pofitively, and corroborated their depofi* 
tions with fo many circumftances, that, in law, 
there was no poffibility for the court to a£t other* 
wife than it did on this occafion. 

LEOL INy who, for his many good qualities^ 
had always been highly efteemed and beloved in 
the country where he was born, had many friendly 
offers made him, and continual invitations from 
one houfe to another, but he would accept of none, 
avoided all converfation with diofe he was once 
intimate with, and (but himfelf up in^ little farm- 
houfe, ordering the people belonging to it to fuf» 
f er no perfcn whatever to come tg him. 

But his behaviour with regard to Elntira 
the moft afl^ lifting, and what indeed oxci 
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to ^e this melancholy detail of his adventures, 
— During the continuance of the law-fuit, and 
ivhile he had hope of overcoming his adverfary, 
^e was fcarce ever from her ; and, in fpite of the 
vexation this cruel invafion of his birthright had 
involved him in, found always a fatisfa£lion in her 
unaltered and ende^ing converfation, which more 
than compenfated for all the frpwns of fortune.— 
Sut the moment he was caff, that he was certain 
his ruin w^s completed^ he fliunned her even more 
than all the world befide; apd though her love, 
and the engagements between them, oiadeher no{ 
to look upon it as a breach of modefly to write 
to him, to conjure him in the moft prefSng terms 
to come to her, and allured him the change in his 
circumftances had wrought ho change in her af« 
fedion } and that (he was ready to make him a 
prefent of th^t with herfelfj yet~could^he not 
|M:evail on him to fee her. 

In fine, fronji the moft afFable and obliging of 
mankind, he was now become the moft ftern, 
morofe, and ill-tempered ; according to the poet^ 

Great fouls grow always haughty in iijinfo. 

In vaii;i ^ ipiftrefs fo lately loved,, admired, 4t 
moft ac^or^d, now condefcended to folicit bim to 
accept all in her power to jjiye : — ^ all the proofs- 
ihe gaye him of hejr tenderriefs, her conftancy, her 
difinterefted paffion, ferved but to add new matter 
for his difcontent y and, to get rid of her impor- 
tunities, he at laft fent one letter in anfwer to the 
many obliging ones he had received from b«r. — 
A friend of mine, happening to be with her when 
i% s^'fiv^d, aflured niQ it ^ontaine^ thefe lines ; 
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MADAM, 

/BE L lEFE tberi is no occajton for any af" 
fervations that no man has ever loved with 
greater Jincerity than I have doncy or more paf" 
ftonately deftred to he united to you for every while 
there remained the leaji hope of being fo without 
rendering both of us the fubjeif of ridicule. — In 
fine^ I have ftilt too much regard for you, to have 
it f aid you bought a hufband, and for myfelf to 
^hini offubmiiting to^ the flavifli dependance on a 
wife's fortune. — ff^ere the ballance on my ftdey I 
Jhould not a£i in this manner ; hut^ as things are 
now circumflanced between uSy I beg you wtil give 
neither yourfelf or me any further trouble on this 
fcore : — the mojt prudent ft ep you can take for the 
peace of both is to think of me no morey Jince I ne^ 
ver can he\ in themanner I once flattei'ed myjelf 
■ with being y 

Yours, y^. 

I- • • * . • . » 

LEOLIN, 

P. S. I quit the place I am in this very mo* 

ment, nor Jhall make anyperfonin the world the con' 

fidar.te of my retirement j Jo that no letters can pof 

Jihiy come to my hands '^ buf have ordefedihe honeji 

_ man who has been my hcjl for Tome timey^o pay you 

:,'^ooli' which you may remember I borrowed of you 

^^^jile my unhappy law-affair was in agitation^ and 

the inter ejl due upon the loan. — r Adieu for ever j 

be ajfured I wijh you nrnch better than you do your^^ 

Poor Elmira read 'the letfer with tears in her 
eyesf and cried out, O what a noble mind is here 
perverted l—£^ite changed from what he was^ by 

an 
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an ill-judging and injurious world I But wheQfhe 
came to the poftfcript, and the man counted the 
money to Jier on the table, flie grew beyond all 
patience. — Jiow meanly mu/i he think of me / faid 
(he. — How little does he knew ^Elmira !-*- And 
then again. What l am I turned ufurer then! 
This little indignation, however, foon fubfidcd, 
and gave way to the fofter di^iates of love and 
friend(hip : ihe afked the farmer a thoufand quo- 
flions concerning his behaviour ; — conjured him 
to deal fincerely with her, and to inform her 
whether he had really left hb houfe or not, and. 
if he had, what road he took. 

To all this he replied with a great deal of truth^ 
that he had never feen a man fo changed as to his 
humour, bu^ tliat he did not think his brain was 
any way difordered : — that lome time paft he fent 
for a money-fcrivener, and fold the annuity or** 
* dered him for life for looo/. part of which he 
had difpofed of in paying all the little debts he hid 
contra<^ed fince his misfortune, and had taj^en 
the remainder with him :— that he went on horfo- 
back, but could not fay what road, becaufe he 
I' was forbid accompanying him even to the land's 
end that led to his houfe. 

In the prefent emotions of her various paffions, 
. ihe would certainly have followed him herfelf, 
could (he have known what route to take, and 
either brought him back, or gone with him ; but 
as this was impoifible, (he difpatphed men and 
horfes every where (he could think of,^to each of 
whom ibe gave little billets, befeechinz^hi^i hy all 
be ever did or could love, to return |i>?fe,^j and 
not make them both miferable by a foolish puncr 
ttlio, which the fenfe ol' the injuries he had fuf^ 
(ained alone had put intp his head« 
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The fervants knoiving their aiiftrefs's attach^ 
snent, and befides having a very great refped for 
Leelin^ who had been always extremely afl&Ue 
and liberal to them^ fpared no pains to execute 
their commiffion. 

But all their endeavours were fruhleft ; Lt^Hn^ 
doubtlefs, fufpefling what would be the confe>> 
quence of his letter, and obftinate in his reiidutioo, « 
to fufFer any thing rather than be under the leaft 
obligation even to th^ woman he Ipved, pafled 
^eugh fuch bye- ways as eluded all their feardu 

He came up to London^ where, having fur- 
tiifhed himfelf with all things neceflary for a cam«» 

1)aign, he went a volunteer into the army.— -The 
ittle regard he had for life, joined to his natural 
impetuofitv, hurried him into the thickeft dan- 
gers, afid ne fell among many other gallant men 
at the battle of Dittingeu. 

An old officer, who had been an acquaintance 
of his father's, faw and knew him on his firft 
comitig into the camp ; and, havii^ heard the flo-> 
fy of his misfortunes, offered him all die fervices 
in his power ^ but Lfolin rejeded everything that 
flight aflford him any advantage, and continued dc» 
termined to the laft not to be obliged to any one* 

It was this gentleman, who, on the account 
of his great age and many wounds, returning to 
England after the campaign was over, brought 
the account of him,; who elfe perhaps might till 
thia moment have been vainly fought by me di& 
^^onfolate ^/RniVtf. 

So anxious, fo unhappy had (he been from tho 
. time of his departure, that to bear he was no mdi 

C0» 
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COuU fcarcc add to it, — ^The news, however, 
encouraged feveral gentlemen to make their ad'- 
dreilesto her, which, while he was living, in any 
ctrcumftances, they knew wouldhave been in vain ; 
but they found his death of no fervice to their 
Aiit: -— hb memory was ftill a rival, which all 
their efforts were too weak to fui mount ; — to 
that (he affures them fte is wedded, and to that 
wiO to her laft breath continue conftant. 

What now can we fey of this Leoltn^ but that 
be was an honeft, brave, and worthy man ! Can 
we help admiring him, ^t the fame time that w« 
cxMidemn him ! -^And had not that unhappy ob* 
Ainacy, to which he fell a martyr, wounded at the 
fame time the breaft of the generous, the fweet £h 
miraj fhould we not have greatly compaffionated 
a foible, which,. if we examine to the bottoit), we 
{ball &nd had its rife from a virtue in excefs ! 

The lov^ of freedom and independency, it 
feems^ was his darling propenfity ; and though he 
had nothing in reality to fear from the excellence. 
of Elmrd*s nature, yet to know himfelf obliged, 
ifiii that there was even a poifibiltty for her fome 
time or other to think he was fo, had fomewhat in 
it which the greatnefs of his fpirit could nofr fubmir 
to bear. I am apt to believe, that had (he been 
•reduced in the manner he was, and he been pqf- 
feffed of as many millions as he was born to thou<- . 
fands, he would, with the utmoft pleafure, have 
thrown them at her feet, and found his greased 
felicity in her acceptance. 

Such a man muft certainly have made a very 
great^gure in the fenatc, had he ever arrived at be- 
ifl-g a member of it ; and for the good of my couH' 
try, I fificerely wiCb there were five hundred of 1*1^ 
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fame way of thinking.—- What in private life was 
his greateft misfortune, would in a public one have 
rendered him of the highefi fervice to the prefent 

Se, smd endeared his name to late pofterity,— * 
o carefles, — no penfions, •— no ribbands, — ■ no 
preferments, would have had any influence over a 
perfon of his principles :—refoIute to fupport the 
native freedcHn of an Englijhmanj he woiild hav^ 
littered his mind without referve } and the moie 
he had been offered by a court parafite «for his 
fiknce, the more warmly had he fpoke in the caufe 
of liberty « — Perhaps, indeed, he might have been 
too bold, and, for his particular mortification, have 
occafioned the Habeas Corpu$ a£t to be fufpeoded ; 
but what of that ! it might have hurt fome indi« 
viduals, but mufl have been of general fervice, and 
have opened the eyes of thofe, who, more through 
indoUnce and luxurjy than cerrupthn^ were made 
blind* 

So far I blame him, in refiifrng a fine woman 
whom he loved, and who had an eftate which would 
have put it in his power to be of ufe to his couii* 
try, which, heaven knows, and he could not have 
been ignorant of, ftands in need of fuch fupports i 
but as he was very young, and the confideration 
of thefe things had not time to make the impref- 
i^on it ought, I cannot but pity h'un,. and lament 
the lofs which the public have in a friend foqua*^ 
lified to ferve the common intereilii 

AX'L the young and gay of both fexes^ who are 
advocates for the tender paffion, I know, cannpt 
£nd in their hearts to forgive him: — as to the 
ccnfideiations I have mentioned,, they will have 
indeed but very little weight with them, -r- The 
gricfb oi Elmira will be accounted of infinite oiore 
4Bgafc(}uence, aj;id h^ will be looked upon as a Ikha 
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of a favage and barbarous foul, who, to |rati^ 
his pride, could forfake a lady that fo truly Tovedt 
and had made htm fuch conaefcen(ions. I grant 
that there wasfomething cruel in the effeSis qf his 
behaviour to her, yet I cannot help vindicating 
the caufe \ and I think I cannot do it more eftec* 
tually^ than by fetting a charaSer of a quite oppo« 
fite nature in the fame point of light with him.-« 
ff^he is beft illuftrated by being near to Blacii 
and the rough diamond, which at prefent appears 
of fo little value, will rife in a more juft eftimi* 
tion when placed near a common pebble. 

C LEO PHIL is what the worM calls a fine 
gentleman^ he is tall, well made, has a gay and 
Hvely air, a ^ood fancy in drefs, dances to per« 
fe<Stion, tells a thoufand agreeable ftories, and is 
very entertaining in convcrUtion. 

• BELLIZJf the only daughter of a late very 
eminent tradefman in the city, was the objedl oif 
his flame ; for though he was the moft gallant 
man imaginable among all the ladies be came in 
comp^rny with, yet to this alone he made his ad- 
drefles, — ^It is certain, indeed, that nobody could 
condemn the choice he made of her ; for befides 
die larse fortune it was expelled would be given 
her by her father, (he had 2000 /. left by her grand- 
mother, which was entirely at her own difpofal.-— 
Her wealth, however, was the leaft motive to that 
envy with which many young gentlemen faw the 
favourable reception Cleapbii was treated with by 
her,— The moft detradiing of her own fex can- 
not but allowher to have beauty, wit, virtue, good^ 
nature, and all the accomplifliments that can at- 
tract both lovd and refped ; and as for thofe of 
the other, there are few that fee, without feeling 
for her fomewhat more than bare admiration. 

G 3 Never 
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Ne v^R was a more paffionate lover, to all ap- 
pearance, tlian CUofhil ; be feemed jealous even of 
the hours allowed for repofe, becaufe they de- 
prived him of berprcfcnce j and would fometimea 
encroach en them by bringing muficians undef 
her window, to feren^de her with fongs, either of 
iiis own Gompofmg, or which he pretended were fe* 

She was extremely young, ignorant of the ar-> 
tiiices and inconftancy of mankind, and as tbc: 
perfcn of this admirer was agreeable to her, rea- 
dily believed all he faid, and returned his profei* 
fions with the mod tender and fincere ones on 
her part : — nothing feemed wanting to complete 
their mutual felicity but her father's con&nt^ 
whom (he was too dutiful to difobey, and could, 
not yelfii>btaia» 

The old gentleman had an idea of Cle^philvtrj 
different from what his daughter had entertained : 
— he looked on him as a man who had too muchb 
j€g;ird for imereft to be fo much in love as be pre- 
tended:^^ he had a penetrating Judgment, and 
eafily'difcovered a great' fund of (elf-liifEciency ; 
and th&it arrogance and hypocrify were hid beneath 
thefpeciouslhew of honour^ generofity, and ten* 
derrSefs. But as he found the young Jaelliza gave 
him the preference to all who had made offers of 
the nature he did, he would not fuddenly thwart 
her inclinations^ but only &emed to delay what 
indeed he was very unwilling (bould come to pafa*. 
•'^'He imagined, that by repeated prolongations of 
giving any definitive anfwer^ either the patience 
of the lover would bei tired, or his daughter find; 
fomething In him which might give her caufe to 
alter her pnefent favourable opinion : — he wifdyt 
ccnfidered,. that all youdi is headftrong, and that 
whatever bentit takes» oppofition only ferves to 
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fender it more obftinate and blind to convi6lion ; 
and though the tempi^r of BelUza^ in other things^ 
might render her an exception to this general rule, 
y€t he knew not how f^tt fhe might be tranfported 
by her paffion to ad in a different manner from 
what any other motive could have excited her to 
do. He therefore thought, by neither feeming to 
contradi£i; or approve her defircs^ to give her an 
opportunity of difcovering herfdf, what would 
not perhaps have gained the leaft credit with bet 
froin any other perfon* 

The indifferent opinion he bad of CZf^i&fV, zrA 
his knowledge of human nature, which can fel« 
dpm carry on acourfeof deceitifbra(iy4dngtimer 
without elapfmg into fometbing that betrays itfelf^ 
made him not doubt but this would happen^ a^ 
indeed it did, but by a way little forefeen, or 
even appreheiided by him« 

He had at that time two /hips of his own at Tea 
very richly laden, the return of which he was 
daily exp^ing» When the melancfioly n^ws ar- 
rived that the one was Wreckedy.and< the other 
taken by the 5ptf«itfrA:-—ferefd. others alfoj in 
which he had confiderable fhares,. m^ with the 
ikme fate, fo that his credit, as well as his if^rits, 
was very much funk : — bills came thick upon 
him, and he foon became unable to difcharge 
them ; a ihock, which in the whole courfe of his 
dealing he had never known beforei Belliza^^ in 
this exigence, intreated him to accept of her 20Cio/« 
but he refufed it, telling her he knew not but his 
other ventures abroad might be as unfilccefsful as 
the laft had been, and i£ U>, the fum Ihe was mif-- 
treis of would be incapable of doing him any real 
leivicej and it would iadd to his misfortune to 

G 4 think 
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tbink, that for a flibrt refplte for faimfelfy he had 
involved her in ruin with him* 

This did not fatisfy the dutiful and tenderly 
affectionate BelliTM ; (he continued to prefs him 
with the utmoft ardency not to reje£t her fuit, 
till be at laft aiTured her that the demands on him 
were fo large and numerous, that lefs than 4000 A 
would not preferve his credit till the time in which 
he might reafonably hope to hear from Hamburgh j 
Tui ky^ and fome other places where he trafficked. 
—She then propofed to break the matter toCUo^ 
pbil^ who (he knew had a confiderable fum in the 
bank, and doubted not but he would be glad of 
fuch an opportunity to (hew the love and refpedt 
he had for their family. 

The father coolly anfwered, that (he might do 
as (he thought proper, and that if the young gen* 
tlcman obliged him in this point, he (hould take 
all the care he could not to let him be a lofer. 

It was not that he imagined his daughter woold 
have any fuccefs in this negotiation that he per- 
mittvd her to attempt it, but becaufe he was will- 
ing (he (hould put a friend(hip, (he had fo much 
confidence in, to the te({^» 

Having obtained his permiffion,. (he fent im« 
mediately for her lover, and in a few words related 
to him the prefent occa(ion there was for her fa« 
ther to.be fupplied with fo much ready ca(h, and 
then added, that as (he was in poiTeifion of no 
more than half the.fum required, (he did not doubt 
but he would lay down the other part. 

As (he had no anxiety in making this requeft, 
becaufe aiTured in her own mind of its bebg grant* 
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eif the never thought of examining his counte- 
nance while flie was fpe^king ; which if ihe bad, 
it would have been eafV for her to perceive the 
change that was in it. — All the rapture with which 
he flew.to receive her commands was nownomore, 
and in its place was fubftituted an air of diflance 
mixed with furprize.— When flie had donefpeak- 
iflg, he told her> he was ^tremely forry for her 
father's misfortunes, but doubted not, as he was a 
man very much beloved among the perfons h& 
dealt with, they would have patience with him till 
he could hear from abroad, and would advife him 
rather to make trial of their good-nature, than 
put himfelf to any ftraits for the money to pay 
them immediately. 

How, CUophil! cried (he, quite thunderftruck 
to hear him fpeak in this manner, do you call it 
ftraits to make ufe for a ihort time of what his 
own daughter, and a perfon who has pretended he 
wifhes nothing more*than to be his fon, have it in 
their power to furnifh him with ! — Sure he has a 
fight to demand all we can do to ferve him ! 

No doubt he has, madam, anfwered he, fliU 
more refcrved, andlfbould rejoice in any oppor- 
tunity to oblige him, but I am under an unfortu- 
nate engagement never to lend money on aaj^ 
account whatever : my father at his death exacted 
an oath from me, which there is no poflibility of 
my difpenfrng with, nor do I believe you will 
deiire it of me. 

No, Cleophil^ refumed (he, almoft burfting with 
inward rage and grief, you never (ball be perjured 
at my requeft : — too much already you are fo in 
the falfe vows you have made of difmterel^ed and 
inviolable love. 

G 5 Hs 
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He made fome faunt dForts to convince ber of 
the (incerky of his paffion j but fheeafily fawthey 
were but words of courfe, and fuch as no man 
could well avoid fpeaking to a woman he had ever 
pretended to love, and therefore replied to tbem 
accordingly* 

As be found now there was no probability of 
herbeingmiftrefsofthatfortune, which as it proved 
was the chief motive of his addreiles^ he was not 
at all concerned that his excufes had no greater 
e(Fe£l upon her j and though when Che told him (he 
was afliamed to remember that Ibe ever had anv^ 
confidence in him, or regard for him, he repliea, 
that when (he ceafed to thmk weft of him, be 
fliouM be the moft miferable of mankind ; yet bis 
eyes, and the accent of his voice, fo little corref- 
ponded with his words, that what he faid feemed 
rather meant in irony than reality. 

In fine, they entirely broke off:— -Ihe obliged 
him to take back all the prefents he had made her, 
and the letters (he bad received from him, and de* 
fired he would return thofe fhe had fent to him^as 
foon as poffib]e.-^t partings to preferve the fitu 
gentleman^ as he thought, he afieded an infinity 
of grief, which, as flie eafily faW through, (lit 
but the more defpifed him for, aAd for his fake 
almoft the whole fcx. 

Now will I appeal to thole who1)ave been the 
leaft willing toexcufe the behaviour pf^y We^ 
heroj if the cbarader oiLnlin is not amiable when 
compared with that of QufphiL-^Bellha indeed 
Was lefs unhappy than Elmira^ becaufe the mean^ 
nefs of foul which (be difcovered in her lover, gave 
an immediate cure to the inclination (he had for 
his perfon ; whereas the truegreamefs of Lfc/in^s 

way 
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vfzy of thinking preferved a laftif^t^dernefs in 
his miftrels, yAiich made her partake in all his^ fuf- 
fi^ringSt and even continue devoted to his memory 
when himfelf was no more.-— But to return :— « 

\ 

When the father of BelUza thought his afFairs 
moft ^Icfperate, and there feemed not the leaft pro-^ 
babily of his being able to retriev'e himfelf^ hea<* 
ven^ by an unexpected way^ fenthim relief: — A 
brodier of his, who had lived a long time in the . 
EaJI'IndiiSi andbyhishoneftinduftry and fruga* 
lity acquired a large fortune, died without iiTue, 
and left him Uie fole heir of all his vfealth. — ^The 
news arrived Juft as a ftatute of bankruptcy was 
about to be taken out againfthim, which, accord- 
ing to the cuflom of the world, made a great 
clunge.-<**He might now command what fums he 
pleafei , — - nobody was in hafte to have their bills 
difcharged i-*all) like Ttmon*s friends in the play, 
endeavoured toglois over the terrors of their former 
treatment of him^ and nothing was omitted to re- 
gain diat^ood-will from him they had but too 
jufily deferved to lofe for ever. 

CLEOPHIL^ abovealli curfed hisiil;ftars: 
»«-wkat would lie not now have done to reinftate 
himfelf in Belli%a*6 favour ] BiUiza now a greater 
fortune than ever, was more than ever adored by 
him.— «He wrote,— he prevailed on feveral who 
vifited her to fpeak in his behalf ;--* he pretended 
to iall fick on her account i— ordered it to be gi- 
ven out that he had many limes fince their quarrels 
' attonpted to deftroy himfelf ;-— tried every ftra- 
tagem,—* employed evety artifice, — but %\\ alik« 
in vab:— the contempt fhe had for him increa- 
fed by the means he took to leflen it, and by mucii 
exceoied all the inclination (be^er had for him 
while ihe believed he merited it: -r-tti^ bleiT^d the ^ 
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misfortunes which had {hewn him to her in his 
proper colours, and made a firm refolution never 
more to fuffer herfelf to give credit to Ae profef- 
fions of any man, till her father ihould have made 
a fufficient fcrutiny into his cbarader and temper^ 
to be able t^ judge of his fmcerity» 

She found the happy effeds of the prudent re* 
ferve with which (he now behaved to all mankind. 
-—She was in a fhort time addrefTed by a young 
gentleman much fuperior in birth, fortune, and 
good fenfe to Cleopbili and had as great a ihare of 
real afFedion for her as that unworthy lover had 
pretended. — Her father approved highly of him 
for a fon, and flie could not refufe her heart to (b 
accompliihed a perfon, after being told by him, 
whofe judgment flie was determined to rely upooy 
that (he could not err in doing fo. 

They have been married fomewhat more than 
a year, in which time he has made her mother of a 
fine fon^ who is the only rival either of them has 
in the tendcmefs of the other. — ^The old gentle- 
man has received all the effeSs he expelled from 
abroad : — they all live together in the mo(t per- 
fect harmony 3 and the (hort anxiety of mind thef 
had endured on the fcore of his lofks, ferves only 
to give their prefent happinefs a higher reli(h. 

The ftory of this family, and many other fuch 
like inftances which daily happen in the world, 
methinks, ihould make whatever misfortunes we 
may labour under for the prefent (it more eafy on 
us, in the hope that while the play of life conti- 
nues^ we have yet a chance for better fcenes. 

[have fomewhere read of an ancient philo* 
fopher, who, whenever any very ill accident befel 

himj 
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bim, made invitations to his friends, entertained 
them in the moft chearful manner^ and appeared* 
extremely happjr in his mind*. — ^but, on the con- 
trary, on the arrival of any thing for which other 
people exped congratulations, he fhut himfeff up 
m his chamber, failed, wept, and in Ms whole de« 
portment had all the tokens of a perfon under fome 
laconfolable affii£lion. On being afked the reafon 
of a behaviour fo contradictory to that of all man- 
kind befides, he replied, Thofi who wonder to fee 
me merry in adnierftty^ and fad in a more profperous 
condition^ do not conjider what fortune is^ or do not 
rightly underjland the nature of that fickle deity. ^^ 
Is Jhe not ever fleeting^ — ever changing^ and gene^ 
rally from one extreme to the other ? — How then^ 
when any good befalls me^ can I avoid keing undir 
the moft terrible apprehenftons that an adequate 'evil 
will immediately enfue f — And when any mifchief 
has happened to me^ have not I reafon to rejoice m. 
the expe^ations that the fame proporti^ ofhappi* 
nefs is at hand. 

r 

• • • 

The humour of this philofopher was very ex-» * 
traordinary indeed, and one may juftly fay, he ' 
ftrained the point beyond whtt it will well bear ; 
yet upon the whole there is fomewhat of reafon in 
ky according to Mr. Dryden, 

Good unexpeHed^ evil unforefeen^ 
Appear by turns^ as fortune Jbifts thefcene. 

But riot to have recourfe to caprice or fiSioit 
to enable us to fupport calamities which heaven . 
fometimes infli<5ls on us, we ought to conftder, 
that by well bearing them, we have the better 
claim to hope an alternative in our favour. A de- 
fponding temper is, of all others, the leaft pleafmg 
both to God and man \ it fhews a diffidence in the 

Qnt^ 
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Owy and to the •tber a want of that complailance 
\^ch is due from us to focietjr* 

Can anjr thing) if we amfider mhd)r, be more 
rude dian to difturb die chearfulaeu of whatever 
converfafeion we cot^e into, with a melancholj 
detail of our private misfortunes !— They are our 
own) and ours alone^ and a man ought no more 
to wiih to inf ed others with his^ grieft^ tfaaa with 
hisdifcafioft* 

» 

Thoss who ima^e they find eafein complain'^ 
ing> are of a very mean and felfifh difpdition. — « 
A great fpirit is alnuxft as much afliamed of pity a» 
of contempt ; and a generous one will never en- 
dure to excite that ibrrow from whidi pity natu« 
rally flows, 

lNOBBl>,whereproximity of blood, or the more 
l^inding tteMf friendfhip, afford a reafonaUe ex- 
pedation of relief in any exigence of fc^tune, it 
would be a foolifh pride to with-hold. the know« 
fed|;e of it, 2S^ what they mi^t juffly fufpefl was 
'owing to a want of that confidence which is the 
only cement of a true affefiion, and sib betrays 
lomewhat of a defpondency, which it is much bel- 
ter to try every thing, dqpend on every thing, and 
even cheat ourfdves intoa belief of impoffibilities^ 
radier than give way to. 

FoR^ipR£RS will have it, that there is fome- 
what in our climate which renders this unhappy 
propenfity more natural to us .than to any other 
nation ; and I believe the frequent changes in the 
weather, and a certain heavinefs in the air at fome 
feafons of the year, may indeed contribute greatly 
to it i but I fear there may alfo be other caufes af^ 
^ned^ which it lies fdely in ourfdves to reoiove, 

and 
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and which. If we do notfpeedily do, dierefleftioit9- 
made upon us abroad will carry a fcverer fting than 
weareyet aware of. 

OtJR clhnate, I fuppofe, is the fame it ever was y 
•A- cur hemifphere is no more clouded with va- 
pours;— -our winds no more variable.than fomeage» 
paft: -— yet I chalieoge any of the foreign ones to 

!>roduce hadf the number of hd exam^es of des- 
pondency that thefe latter ones have done. 

Xet us not therefore lay the whole blame of 
thofe unhappy adions^ we daily hear of, on ele* 
mentary cauies, nordepreciate a climate whichhas, 
and I hope agam may be produ£Uve of the brighteft 
genius's, and braveft foirits that ever any coun- 
try had to boaft of. -^ it is not the ill afpea of the 
^arst nor the unkindly influence of the meony has 
wrought this etkSt on us, but our falling off from 
the virtues of our anceftors : — the change is in 
#urfelves ; — and while all feem e^er to unJo^ or 
%e undone y it is not torfae wondered at, that the hor- 
rors of confcious guilt on the one hand, and the 
contempt and miferies of poverty on the other, 
fhould hurry many of us to deeds of defperation. 

Thi fatal Source of all the calamities we b* 
tour under, is an mdulgence of thofe deftru£tive 
paffions, which in their beginnbg might be eafily 
rooted out > but once fuiFered to get head, not alt 
our refolution will have power to fubdue. — Ava- 
rice, ambition, luxury, and pride, are the very ty- 
rants of the mind : they a& without council, are 
above idl reftraint, and having once depofed rea^ 
fon from her throne, render her even fubfervient 
to their bafeft aims. 

H[ow then can thofe who have the care of youth 

anfwer 
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anTvi^er to themfelves the negled of fo material a 
point, as not inculcating early into them an ab^ 
horrence of thefe deftruadve vices I This is a duty 
which principally belongs to parents ; but when 
other, no lefs indifpenfible, avocations deny tbem 
leifure for difcharging it, — ficknefs, or old age,, 
renders them unable, or indolence unwilling, to, 
<fo it ; the leaft. they can do is to chufe perfons 
properly qualified for this mighty truft. 

Few people of condition, indeed, but take care 
tiiat thofe they fet over their children fhall be fuch 
as are capable of inftru^ing them in all the modilh 
accomplifhments of life; but however neceflary. 
that niay be towards procuring them a chara£^er of 
good breedings it ought not to come in competition 
with that <A good reputation. Governors and go- 
verneiTes, therefore, fhould not fo much be cho« 
fen for their fkill in language, — fencing, — dan- 
cing, — playing on mufic,or having a perfefl know- 
ledge of the beau'inonde^ as for their fobriety^ 
morality, and good condu^ — Their example 
ought to be fuch as fliould enforce their precepts^ 
and by (hewing the beauty of a regular life in them- 
felves, make their pupils fall in Jove with it, and 

endeavour an imitation* 

■ • ... 

It were almoft as well, if not entirely fo, toj 
leave a young gentleman to his own management^ 
as to put him under the care of one., who, to en- 
dear himfelf to him, fhall flatter his vices, becaufe 
It is giving him a fanflion, as it were, for all the 
irregukricies he may take it in his head to commit, 
ii— Too many inftances of this may be found among 
thofe who are at an infinite expcnce in travelling 
for improvement, yet bring home little befides the 
worfl part of the nations where they have been. 

Would 


J5doK,3- SPECTATOR, i6j 

Would people of fafhion but give thcmfelvei 
time to refledl how.grcat an afcendant the veVy 
name of governors has over their children, they 
would certainly be more cautious on whom they 
conferred it. Methinks the ftory of the young ricn 
Mercator^ yet recent in every one's memory,^ 
ihould be a warning not only to the friends, but' 
even to every gentleman himfelf who is going to 
travel, to be well acquainted with the charader 
and principles of himi who is to attend him in the 
aboix- mentioned quality. 

tie. was the only fon of a wealthy foreign mer- 
chant, who lofmg both his parents while he was 
yet an infant, was left to the guardianflitp of two 
perfons, of whofe integrity his father had many 
proofs. — Nor had the young Mercator any reafon 
to com plain of their abufing the truft rqpofed in 
them* 

' They ufed him with the fame tendernefs they 
could have done had he been their own fon 5 — 
they put him to the beft fchools ; — they faw that 
the matters did their duty by him ; — ^and when he 
had finilhed all that a hpme education could be- 
flow, they thought fit to fend him, for his greater 
improvement, to make the tour of Europe. 

The only care they now had upon their hands, 
'Was to find a perfoin whofe abilities for a governor 
lyere well attcfted.— 'It is certain they ^ared no 
pains for t)iat purpofe, and were at laft recom- 
mended to one who had all the appearance of a fober 
gentleman, had travelled before ia the capadty* ' 
and was well acquainted both with the languages 
and cuftoms of thofe places which they intended 
their young charge Oiould fee. 

It 
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)f It gave them a v&cy great fatisfad^ion to ima- 

^ae tnev bad found one who lb well anfwered 
their deures; but Mtrcator much naoce, to be 
under the direSion of a perfon who» he was iweH 
convinced, would not be fevere on his pleafures. 
This young gentleman was of >an amorous confti* 
tution, and contraded an intimacy with a womaa^ 
who tho' far from being handfome in her perfon, 
and of' a charaSer the moft infamous that could 
be^ he wai neverthelefs fond of to a very great 
de^ee. He had happened to be in company with 
the per/on who was afterwards made choice of for 
his governor, at the lodginga of this proftitute^ 
and (ome others of tlie fame profeifion i and when 
he faw him with his guardians, tho' he had now 
ailumed a very different air, well remembered he 
was the fame with whom he had pafled mori^ thaa 
€ne nig^t in ricking and debauchery • 

In fine, the)r focm came to a perfe& underftand' 
iqg of fisich otner; and when tiie time arrived for 
their departure, the complai£mt governor was far 
from oppofing hb pupil s taking Aiv^fik dijrf 
with him. 

PJRIS was the firft place at which they ftay« 
ed any time ; and our young travellei" was fo taken 
up with the gaieties he found there, that he was in 
no faafte to quit it, which his governor perceiving, 
thought fit to humour him m; and according^ 
they took a fine hotel, lived in the moft volup-^ 
tuous manner, and Marian^ for fo I (hall call the 
partner of the loofer pleafiires of the unhappy 
Mercatovy Ihared with them in all the wild frolics 
they were continually inventing for the paflimg 
away tbofe hourt, which the carefdjgiardians at 
home flattered themfelves were efl^Pp^^ in a fei: 
different way« 
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After having waA^d near a year in thisman* 
jier, Mir€ai$r was fuddenly taken fickj whether 
the difeafe he laboured under, was brought on htm* 
hj his excefTes, or by any other more fecret caufe, 
I will not'take upon me to determine, iK^f do I 
hear oi any one that caftbe more pefkiv^; but 
this is certain, that hn diforder la]F greatly in hit 
fat ad^ and he was often very deliriotts* 

It is to be fuppofedj that In one of tbefe fits it 
was that the g9Temor wiXHight <m him to fend for 
a^ prieft and a notary^pubUe at the fame time ; the 
ame married him to Marian^ and the other drew 
up a teftament, in whidr he bequeathed that wo^^ 
2nan> by the name and title of his wife, the fum 
«f 60,000/. and 40,000/. wWch was the whole 
remainder of bis fortune, to bis dear friend and 
governor, as a recompeflce for the great care he 
had taken both of his foul and body. 

Th e s e were the words of his will, which being 
figned, fealed, and in all points duly executed, in 
the prefence of 'feveral witneiles, the teftator, aar. 
Imving no more to do with life, or thofe he was 
among having iiomore for him to do, expired, as 
I>bave been told, in the moft intolerable agonies. 

MARIANy in, thofe altered clrcumftance?^ 
ibonafter returned to England with him who fhared 
in poor Mercat&r*s fortune, and whom flie married 
the moment the decency (he now afFe£ied in her 
new grandeur would permit. 

The. guardians, and other friends of the de* 
ceafed gentleman, made all imaginable enquiry 
intothis buittfe^ but coiild receive onl^ dark hints» 
and fuch coqPRures as were not fuificient to com* 
mence a proceis upon; but with what vexation 

they 


i64 7J* F E M A L E Book 4* 

thcjr Tee this wicked pair roll in their coach-and^* 
fix^ and triumph in their guilt, any one may 
unagine» 

tr will not be exne&ed I (hould comment on 
this adiion, becaufe I have .already faid the truth 
of the particulars is yet hid in darknefs : what 
time may produce I know not, but at prefent ever/ 
one is at liberty to judge as they think moft^agree- 
able to the nature of the thing. All I propofe by 
relating it, is to remind thofe who have any young 
gentlemen to fend abroad, that they otnnot be too 
fcrutinous into the. principles of the perfons ea« 
tiuiled with the dire£lion of them. 

. End of the Thiro fiooK» 
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^OW glorious a privilege has man above 
all other fublunary beings ! who, tho* 
indi gent, unpi tied , for faken by the world, 
and even chained in a dungeon, can, by 
the aid of divine contemplation, enjoy all thecharms 
of pomp, refpefl and liberty ! — - tranfport himfelf 
in idea to whatever place he wiOies, and grafp in 
theory imagined empires ! 

Unaccoutablb is it, therefore, that fo 
many people find an irkfomenefs in being alone, 
tho' for never (b fmall a fpace of time ! — Guilt 
indeed creates perturbations, which may well osake 
retirement horrible, and drive the. £Hx>rmented 
Mrretch into any company, to avoicHMffigonies of 
xemorfe ; but I fpeak not <^ tbpfe who are 4ifrwd 

to 
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to reflet, but of thofe who feem to me not to 
have the f^wer to do it* 

Th e r e are feveral of my acquaintance of both 
fexes, who lead lives perfedly inoflFenfive, and 
when in company appear to have a fui|d of viva* 
city, capable of enUvening all the converfation 
they come into ; yet, if you happen to meet tliem 
after half an hour^s folitude, are for fome minutes 
the moft heavy lumpifh creatures upon earth. — 
Aikthem if they are indifpofed ? they will drawl 
out — Nof they are well enough, — If any misfor- 
tune has befallen them? ftiU they anfwer — No\ 
in the fame ftupid tone as before, and look lik^ 
things Inanimate, till fometbing is faid or done to 
reinlpire them* -^ One would imagin^^ they were 
hut half awake from a deep fleep, and indeed thett 
minds, durmg this lethargy, may be faid to have 
been in a nK)re inafHve flate tKan even that of 
fleep^ for they have not fo much as dreamed ; but 
I think they may juftly enough be compared to 
clock* work, which has ppwer to da nothing ^f 
itielf till wound up by another. 

WHATrvER^opinion the world may have of 
the wit of perfonsof this caft, I cannot help think- 
ing there is a vacuum in the mind ; — that they* 
have no ideas of their dwn ]^— <md only thro' cu^ 
torn, and a genteel education, are enabled to t^Ik 
agreeable on thofe of other people* '— A real fine 
genius can never want matter to entertain itfelf ^ 
and tho' on the top of a niountain without fociety, 
and without hooka, or any extericr oceans of em- 
ployment, will alwavs find that %/f^thm which will 
keep it from being idle : -^ memory and recoiieSim 


_ tl^trapfadions of ^^y^ times to view ; 
^r^okfervatmmkii, difcemment point out ^t-prefent 
with thW <;^vi^es i -?- mi fancy, tempered with 


lie t*^ F E M A L E Book 4. 

0u(gmeni9 aatictpitB ik^ future. — This power of 
conCemplation and refledipn it it that chiefly dif- 
tinguiihes Uttt human from the brute creation, and 
proves that we have fouls which are in reality 
iparks of that Divifie, Qmnifcient, Omnipiefient 
JBeiog) wh»ce we all boaft (0 be derivM. 

Thb itleaTuffeSt which an agreeable ibci^ be- 
iloi^9 are indeed the moft elegant we can tafte i 
but even that companj.we IUdc beft would grow 
infk>idaBdttreibme. were we to be for ever in it; 
dnd to a perfon who knowsfaow to think ]vMf^ k 
would oertiunly be as great a mortificatio&iiever 
to be akn^ as to be abrays &• 

Conversation^ in efied, but fumiihes mat* 
fer for contemplation ; «— it exhilecates the nuad, 
and fits it for refledion afterwards. •—'Every new 
thing we hear in company raifes in us new ideas in 
the dofet or on die pillow ; and as there aoe few 
people but one may gather (omethtng from» eidier 
to diyert or improve, a good underflanding.;wit]» 
like the induflriousibee, fuck outthe various fweeti^ 
and digeft them in retirement. But thofewho are 
perpetually hurrying from one company to another, 
4Uid never fulFer themfelves to be alone bat v^en 
weary nature. fuoonions diem to rq)ofe, will be 
iitde amended, tho' the maxims of a Semea were 
to be delivered to them in 4»U the endianttiig 
eloquesbe of a Txr/^. 

But not to be more improved, is notthe wocft 
mifchief that attends an immoderate averfion to 
folitude. —People of this humour, rather than be 
alone, fly into all company indifer iminatdy^ and 
fometimes £all into fuch as they h^u^eafon to re* 
pent their whole lives of faavingl^^r feen ; for 
tho' they may not poffiUy reapany adv^smtage from 
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ihe goody their reputations muft certainly, and 
perhaps dieir morals and fortune too> will fufFer 
very much from the bad ; and where we do not 
give ourfelves leifure to chuie, it i9*rarely we hap* 
pen on the former, as they are infinitely the 
fmaller number, and alfo lefs^eafy of accefs to thofe . 
whofe charaSers tjiey are unacqiiainted with. 

Many young perfons of both fexes owe their 
ruin to this one unfortunate propenfity of loving 
to be always in company % and it is the more dan* 
gerous, as no body ukes any pains to conquer it in 
themfdvos, but on the contrary are apt to miftake 
h for a laudable inclination, and look on thofe wha 
preach up the happinefs of a more retired life, as 
phl^matic and vaporilb. — I doubt not but I (hall 
pafsfor fuch in the opinion of many of my readers^ «# 
'who are too volatile to confider mat ^ if not a 
fuUen, cynical, total avoiding of fociety that I re* . 
commeiM, but a proper love of ibl itude at y3t^# 
iimesy to enable us to relifh with more pleafure, a^ 
well as to be eflenttally the better for cohverfation 
ac ^bifSy and alfo to k\t& fuch for our compa* i^: 
tiions as may be likely to anfwer both Aefe ends» ^ 

Nor is k only where there is a difference of 
ftx that I think vouth ought to be upon its guard ^ - 
the dannirs in that cafe are too unlverfally allowed 
to ftand in need of any remonftranc^, and yet 
periiaps are not greater than others which both 
may happen to fall into among thofe of their own. 
•— Are not almoft all the extravagances, parents 
with fo much grief behold their children guilty of» 
owing to ill«chofen company ? — Great is the pri- 
Jege of example, and fome are fo weak as to think 
they muft do as tlicy fee others do. — The fear of 
being laughed at has made many a young gentle* 
man run into vices to which his incUnation was &t 
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firft averfe ; but* alas! by habitude become more 
pleafing to him : he has in his turn pbyed the 
tempter's part, and made it his glory to feduce 
ethers as himlelf had been feduced.-— It is this love 
of company^ more than the diverfions mentioned 
in the bills, that make our ladies run galloping in 
troops every evening to mafcjuerade), balls, ai)d 
aflemblies in winter, and in the lummer to Vauxhall^ 
Hanelaghy Cuper*s Gardem^ Mary le ion, Sfidler's^ 
fFel/sy both old and new, Goodman* s- Fields y and 
twenty other fuch like places, which in this age 
of luxury ferve as decoys to draw the thoughtleis 
arid unwary together, and, as it were, prepare the 
way for otnermore vicious excefies : for there are, 
and of condition too, not a few (as I am informed 
by the Gnomes who prefide over midnight revels) 
that, going with no other intention than to partake 
what feems an innocent recreation, are prevailed 
upon by the love of company, either to reoiain 
in thefe houfes, or adjourn to iome other place of 
entertainment, till the fweet harbineer of day, Ju" 
r$ra^ awakes, and blufhes to behold the order of 
nature thus perverted; nor thea perhaps would 
feparate, did not wearied limbs, heavy languid eyes, 
and dirty linnen, remind them of repairing to their 
refpe6iive habitations, where having lain awhile, 
they rife, drels, and go again in queft of new con}*? 
pany, and new amufements. 

Heaven forbid^ and I am far from fiiggefting 
that to run fuch lengths as thefe (hould be com- 
mon to all who h^te retirement and refledion : 
fortuhe is foQietimes kinder than, our endeavours 
merity and by not throwing any temptations in our 
way , renders pur carelefsnefs of jno worfe confe* 
quence than beipg deprived of thofe /oHd pjeafurei 
which flow from a confcioufnefs pfwiring behavod 
KCOfding to tb^ Ai^at^ of honour and reafo^i^ 
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But fuppofc we make fome allowances to a few 
of the very young and gay, efpecially the beautiful^ 
and high born, who, by a miftakeh fondntfs ia 
the parents, from the moment they were capable. 
of underftanding what was faid to diem, heard no^ 
thing but flattery, and are made to believe tihejp. 
came into the world for no other purpofe than ta 
be adored and indulged, what can we fay for thof^ 
who had a different education, and are of ripec 
years i — Hqw little excufe is there for a gadding; 
matron, or for a woman who ought to have the 
care of a houfe and family at heart } — How odd 
a figure docs the mother of five or fix children 
make at one of thefe no<S):urnal rambles ; and how 
ridiculous is it for a perfon in any trade or avoca- 
tion to be, or afiFe£l to be, above the thought of all 
Geconomy,and make one in every party of pleafure 
that presents itfelf ? Yet fuch as thefe arc no pro- 
digies. — All kinds of regulation and management; 
require fome fmall tefleftionand recefs from com- 
pany, and thefe are two things fo terrible to fome 
people, that they will rather fufFer every thing ta 
be ruined, than endure the fatigue of thought. 

A YOUNG widow of my acquaintance, richj^ 
beautiful, and gay, had fcarce fuUied the black- 
nefs of her weeds, before fhe ventured to take fof 
a fecond hufband a man, who, had fhe once con* 
fldered on what fhe was about to do, flie would 
have found had no one quality (hat could promife 
her any felicity with him. — He had not been mar- 
ried a month before he loaded her with the moil 
grofs abufe, turned her innocent babes out of doors, 
and ^(Fronted all her friends who came to reafor^ 
withliin) on the injuftice and cruelty qf hisbeha* 
viour, — The unadvifed (lep (he had taken, iu? 
deed, but little merited compaflion for the event ; 
but the fweetnefs of difpofition with which fhe h;^4 
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always treated all who knew her, rendered it ioi* 

. poHible not to have a fellow-feeling of the calami* 

ties fhe laboured under. A particular friend of 

her*s, however, took one day the liberty of asking 

how O'ie could throw away herfelf on a perfon fo 

,every way undeferving of her ? To which ihc.- 

made this {hort, but fipcere reply ,r^i^/r / faid.ibe*. 

it is a fad thing to live alone* To this the othei: 

' Blight nave returned, that (he could not befaid ta 

be aloney who had a mother to advife, and three 

iweet children to divert her moft melancholy: 

hours J but this would have been only adding tOi. 

her affliction, and her condition, being now ir^ 

isemedible^ required confolation. 

Peblhaps the reading this fhort detail of the- 
joiisfortune her inadvertency had brought upoiV 
ber, may give her fome palpitations which \ 
fhould be forry to pccafion ;; butasflie is a mucl>- 
lamented inftance of the danger to which any* one. 
may be fubjedcd through want of a due reflec- 
tion, I could not forbear mentioning itas ^ v^ru* 
ifig to others ». 

When this immoderate defire of company re*-- 
mains iq perfons of an advanced age, though it 
threatens lefs mifchief, is more ridiculous than ia 
the younger fort. J know a lady, who, by her owq. 
confeiBon> is no lets than iixty-Hve,, yet in all that 
Ipng length of time has treafured up nothing in hes: 
mind wherewith (he can entertain herfelf two mi- 
nutes. — She has been a widow for feveral years^ 
ha^ajointure fuiEcient to fupport ahandfome equi<^ 
gage, i? without children, or any other incum- 
brance,, and might live as much refpefted by the- 
world as {he is really contemned, could fhe prevail 
ta. beifclf to. reiiecS what fort of behaviom: would 
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be moft booming tii a woman of^hjer' ^e aod: 
circumflanctft* . . : .. ^ 

Hut ki(tead of Hvmg ill a rqgofarf d^ait'-tTtan'^ 
ner, fbe roaia^from pkce to place^ hires Iddgin^' ai 
three or focr difibrept hou(e£at the(f2favei.tU3i£y iies 
one night at Sf.. Ji^tnes^^^i, asother at £^19^24- Crmi-^ 
^itti^ a third perhapS'at.^f^''^/h{ii^^f^ (aid' pfow in 
the City : — nor does ihci kok on this ^>aiiitftcaft 
ent variety : — ihe has at this monvent^^miaSMA 
at Richmond^ ^^Hammerfmith^ ^^-^^infiugtm,, ^xui 
Chelfeay each of which the vifits tMro^pr/fhi^de tihkf 
at leaft everj^ month ^ fo that hQv ti^tie. U^f^i^kd ia 
a continual whiri froin 6ncJ)om4 toanothl^^ \£^2iQf 
can be juftly called fo: but it /eems as if iha Kad 
an averfion to the very name j for the rooms ihe 
pays /or, fbedwdlls hi th'^ kaft^ fddom-eats if^ any 
o^ them, and forces her (elf as it were into thbfooE 
other people, where flic fends' in- a ftbdi of pro^i'^ 
fion fufHcient for the whole family ,, in o;der t^^ 
purchafe for heifdif a wekxHiaev • Hut as- peopled 
any figuire m the world would most accept of fuch 
favours, and thofe of good fenfe noih endure to "be 
depriv^ of the privilege of tliiiikrng thejr owft 
thoughts, and entertaining their own friends, it 
can be only the extremely nece^tous," or- thofe 
who have as little in their heads-as herfelf, that 
will fubmitto h^ve their lodging^ and time taijuk 
up in this mafmaer. 

Poor woman !^ How does fhe bviffi away ft 
ban.fome income ! *— How forfeit ail pretentions 
to good imderftanding and good breec^iogy merely 
for the fake of beiog permitted to talk as much a* 
'jBie-pleafes witl>out contradidion, and beibg nevies 
-alone but whe^aikep (-—I have b^ien told by thofe 
who are t^Ui* depended upon, tliat die moment Site 
^autoC bed^Uii^rufi&with her {Iviysandputcico^lffi 
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into die. next neighbour's chamber, not being aUe 
to live without company even till flie is drefled. 

' Tmeae are people fo uncharitable^ as to be- 
lieve fome latent crime bangi heavy on the minds 
of all thofe who take (b much pains to avoid being 
alone ; but I :am far from being of that number : 
it is my <3pinion) that neither this old rattle I have 
merttioned, nor many others who a& in the fame 
m^xmer^ ever did a real hurt to any one.--^Thofe 
who are incapable oi thinking ^ are certainly inca* 
pi^eof any ^r/nf/iito^/imiichief ; and, as I have 
already faid, feem to me a fet of infenfiUes, who 
never a& of tbemfelves, but are aiSed upon by 
others. 

Befoee one pafles fo cruel a cenfure, one 
(hould ceruinly examine, I mean not the lives and 
charaAers, for they may deceive us, but at what 
point of time thisaverfion to folitude coomiencfsd ; 
-—if from childhood, and fo continued even to the 
extremeft old age^ it can proceed only from a 
weaknefs in the mind, and is defenring our com* 
poffion ; but if from taking that fati^faftion in 
contemplation and retirement, which every rea* 
fonable foul finds in it, one fees a perfon has turned 
to the reverfe, — .ftart, even while in company, 
at the bare mention of quitting it, and flies foli- 
tude as an houfe on fire, one may very well faf^ 
ipeSt fome fecret crime has wrought fo great a 
tranfitton, and that any converiation, tho* the moft 
inflptd and worthlefs, leems preferable to that 
which the guilty breaift can furnilh to itfelf. 

Jam well aware that there is another motive^ 
befides either a want of power to think, or a cone 
fcioufqe^ of having done what renders thought a 
pain, th^ jMuces many people to avoid being 
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alone as much as poffible ; and that is, when ths 
mind is opprefled with any very fevere affliSiom 
-^To be able to rcRc& on our misfortunes, goes 
a great way towards bearing them with that for- 
titude which is becoming the dignity of human 
nature ; but all have not courage to do it, and 
thofe who have, would fink beneath the weight 
of grief, were thqr to indulge the memory of 
what occafioned it. 

This I am fenfiUe is the cafe of many who 
pafs for perfons of good under landing, and the ex- 
cufe is allowed by the generality of the world as 
a reafonable one ; but yet I muft b^ their pardon 
when I fay, that whadbever (bare of fine fenfe they * 
ms^ (hew in other thin^, they betray a very great 
denciency. in this. — The relaxation which noife 
and hurry may afford, is but fliort- lived, and are 
(6 far from removing that burthen which the fpi- 
rst labonrs under, that they afterwards make it 
felt with double weight. 

-So MS are To msAlj ftupid, as to attempt to lofe 
the thoughts of one evil, by running into others 
of perhaps woiie confequence. — I mean that of 
drinking, and fome other excefies, equally per- 
nicious both to fortune aiul cooftitution $ but 
how faife a relief this gives, I need only appeal 
to thoie who have made the trial. 

Would fuch people be prevailed upon to make 
a little refle&ion before it is too late, they would 
certainly have recourfe to more folid confolattons: 
—Would not the work^ of fome of our mo(l ce- 
lebrated poets divert a melancholy hour much 
more than all the rhodomontades of a vague idle 
converfation ! Would not the prec^ts of philo- 
(bphy, of which fo many excellent treatifes have 
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becawr^te, give them more true courage than all 
the bottle can infpire ! — And above all, wouM 
not the duties of an entire fubmiiSon and retigna* 
4 ion to the Almighty Difpofer of all things, fo often 
and'fo ftr^nuoufly recommer.ded^be infiniteiy more 
efficacious to quiet all perturbations of the mtnd^ 
ihan any vain amufements of what kind foever ! 

It is not that I wouJd perfuade' «ny one to ft 
continual poring over books j too much reading, 
chough of the beft authorf, is apt to dull the fpi- 
ritSy and deftroy that attention which alone can 
render this employment profitable.^ — ^A few good 
maxims, well digefted by reflexion, dwell upon 
the memory, and are not only a remedy for pre^ 
lent ills, but alfo a kind of antidote againft any 
future ones that fate may have in ftore* 

But it may be faki, that this advice can only 
be complied with ky perfons of pondition ; and as 
for the meaner part, it catmot be imagined that 
they have either time or capacities to enable them 
iotouare'^emfelves by fuch hiles :^- this indeed 
mufi be allowed ; but then it nraft alfo be sjlow- 
ed, that they can the leaft afford to wafte what 
time they, have in Atch fruitkfs attbmpts as tfaqr 
g. nera^ make ufe of for forgetting their cares } 
and ^ tp tkeir capacities, we aie to luppofe thast 
every one underftands the trade or bufmeis to 
which he has been bred, and in my opinion no* 
thing is* more plain than tiiat an induftrious ap- 
plication to that would be his beft relief for aay 
vexation he is involved in^ as well as itbe fureft 
Ene^ns of avoiding falling into others* 

^' Ution the wiKde, it denotes a meanncfs of foul, 
not to be forj^iven even in the loweft rank <rf'peo« 
pkiy inuch'lcte so. tboie of amore re£ ned education 
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when, tofliun the remembrance of perhaps a tri* 
iling afHi£iion, they rufh intoirregularities, each 
of which their reafon might inform them wouM 
he produftive of greater ilk than any they yet had 
to lament ; and isfo far from affording any relief, 
that it fcrves only to give new additions to their 
former disquiets, according to the poet^juftly^e* 
fcribing this fever of the mind, 

Rejllefs they icfs^ and turn about their feverijh 

willy 
fPhen all their eafe muji come by lying JillL 

But what can be moreama^ing, than that perrons^ 
^ho have no one thing on earth to incommode 
them, ihould not be able to take any pleafure in 
contemplating'on the tranquility of their fituation 1 
w-Yct (bit is : there are thole in the world, and 
Hi the great /world too, who being poffeffed of 
everything* they can wtfli, and frequently much 
xo0tp than either they deferve or could ever ex- 
tpcSf feemiakogtther infenfible of the beneirts they 
receive fitun heaven, or any obligations they may 
iiave to man. -—This, methinks, is an indolence 
•oi nature which con never «be too much guarded 
agtinft ; becaufe whoever is guilty of it becomes 
vngratefol and tmjoft without knowing he is foi| 
aod incurs the cmifureof alt who are acquainted 
with him for.onuffioifs which himfelf is wholly 
ignorant of, and if he were not fo, would per- 
haps be very far from meriting. 

The beautiful a»d noble widow, who is fo 
good never to fail making one in our little focie* 
ty, was inclined to impute this thoughtlefs beha* 
viour in many people to the negligence of fhofe,* 
who, having the care of their education, did not 
infpire tliem with proper .notions of the necefiicy 
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there is for every body to enter fometimes into 
themfelves: but we are uU againft her in this 
point, and {he was eafily convinced, that though 
this was certainly a duty incumbent on all wbo 
I)ad the government of youth, yet without feme 
ihare of a naturafbent that way, no lefToos would 
be effedual ; and that where the fpirits were too 
volatile, any confinement, though for never fo 
fhort a fpace of time, would rather mope than 
render them profitably ferious. 

But after all that hafi^ or can be faid, the world 
is more inclinable to excufe this defed than any 
other I know of : — a perfon who loves to be al- 
ways in company, and accept of any fort rather 
tlian be alone, is accounted a good-natured harm- 
lefs creature ; and though it is iropoffible thev can 
be magnified for any extraordinary virtues ^BU)ua- 
lifications, what they lofe in r/^r^ is for th^ioft 
part made up with &vf.— They have rarely any 
enemies, and the reafon is plain* they are gene* 
rally merry, never contradiA whatever is faid nr 
done, nor refufe any thing that is aiQced of them. 
—People of a midaling underftanding like their 
converfation s — the moft weak are in no awe of 
them ; and the wifeft will fometimes fuffer them- 
felves to be diverted by th^n:— -in fine, every 
body is eafy with them, and howeafy they are to 
themfelves in all events there are innumerable la- 
fiances. 

B E LJN DA is defcended of a good family 
among the gentry, is agreeable without being a 
beauty, and has Comewhat of a fparklein hereon- 
verfation, which with many people pafies for wit; 
for as (he never gives herfelf the trouble to think 
v^hat flie is about to fay, but fpeaks all that comes 
into Iier head, fome very fmart things irequentlv 
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fall from her, which, being reported afterwards m 
other companies, ferve, in thi$ undiftingiiifliing 
age,, to e(&bli(h her character. — She came very 
early into the great world, and her youth and a 
new face were fufficient to make her be taken no- 
tice of by Rinaldo^ as his quality was to make her 
pleafed and vain of his addrefles ; but that great 
perfon looks upon it as derogatory to his dignity 
to attach himfelf to any particular miftrefs, fothat 
the amour between tnem continued no longer 
than juft to fay there had been one. ^ 

Some women would have been inconfolable to 
find themfelves no fooner gained than a^^indoned ; 
their pride^ if not their love^ would have made 
them regret the lofs of fo illuftrious an admirer; 
but ^/linda was juft the fame laughing, rallying, 
rompins creature as before ; fhe feemed no more 
affe£iedby this change, than ibe had been at the 
reproofs given to her by her friends on the firft ru- 
mour of her intimacy with Rinaldo ; and LavalUei 
a man of no lefs g^lantry and inconftancy, fuc- 
ceeded to her alFedion, if that kind of likiog, 
which ferves only to amufe an idle hour, is wor- 
thy to be called fo. 

E<yjALLY gay, inconfiderate, and rcgardlefsof 
the cenfure of the world, this intrigue was manage^ ' 
with fo little circumfpedilion, that it foon reached 
the ears of Manella^ the wife of LavallU^ a lady 
infinitely fond of her huiband, and fo tenacious of 
the rights of love, that even a tender glance to any 
other woman feemed the moft unpardonable injury 
to her. — But though (he had been enough accuf- 
. tomed to vexations of that kind, to have inured a 
perfon lefs vehement in her paffions to have bofne 
them with more patience, and the little advantage 
(he gained over him, by publifliing all the difcovtj- 
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ne$ {he made of his amours, might have mad^her 
lee that it would have been greater prudence in 
her to be filent ; yet the greatnefs of ^her fpirit 
Heo jld not fiiffer her to fit tamelydown under the 
leaft indignity offered to her love or beauty. — She 
reproached him on the fcore oi Belinda^ with a bit- 
terncft, wliich perhaps to revenge he periifted ia 
his intrigue with that lady much longer than his 
inclination, without having been thus provoked, 
would have prompted him to ; and the rage ftie 
was inferved (being reported to Belinda) to make 
that thoiightlefs creature triumph in the power of 
her own^barms, and inftead of giving her the 
leaft fliarPof fliaiiie or remorfe, afforded her mat* 
ter of merriment and ridicule. 

MANELLA^ finding all fhe could fay to her 
hufband was far ffpm working the effeft flie de* 
fired, was refolved to fly to any extremities to break 
off the intercourfe between him and this hated 
rival : — flie knew very well that Rinaldo had once 
91 liking to that )^ung lady, and though he feemed 
at prefent entirely divefled of- his former inclina<- 
tions, yet fhe imagined it might pique him to be 
told timt one he liad honoured with hi^ addrefled 
ihould condefcend to receive thofe of a perfon (o 
much his inferior J ami therefore flattered herfelf 
<hat he would not fail to lay his commands on La^^ 
nj(^llie to defift hisvifitsto her, efpecially whenhe 
4iad fo plau£ble a pretence for it as th'e complaints 
>pf a wife. 




She therefore threw herfelf at his feet, informed' 
him of every thing fhe had heard, and with a 
Ihower of tears befeeched him to exert the autho- 
rity he had over her perfidious hufband, to oblige 
him to return to his firft vows, and not entirely 
br^ak the heart of a woman who had merited him 

more 
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more for I0VC than intereft, and badnever fwerved, 
even in thought, from the duties of her place. 

The noble Rinaldo cafily faw into the thing, 
but wQuld not feem to do fo ; and would fain have 
perfuad^d Manella there was no foundation for her 
iufpicipfis, but (he was not to be fo eafilj put o£ 
—She renewed her intreaties; (he repeated the 
Tegfons which convinced her of the injuilice done 
•hert and became fo importunate, that he at laft 
-promifed to fpeak to Lavallie to be at leaft more 
xarcumfpedi in his behaviour. 

TVhethbr this great perfon thought any far-* 
tl^er on it is uncertain, but chance and the inad- 
-vertency of the parties concerjied gave the jealous 
Manella a. fufficient opportunity to yent all her 
^enraged foul was full of> on the perfons who had 
wronged her. ... 

She happened one day to go to a milliner'!?, 
ivherc fee was accuftomed to buy fome trifles be- 
^ longing to her drefs, and findiug the miftrefs o^^ 
the houfe not in the fbop, ran dirc£tly up flairs, 
where was kept a kind of lace-chamber. — ThoUgh 
(he had been often there, ^nd was perfectly ac-^ 
•quainted with the room, by accident (he pulhed 
open the door of another, which being but juft 
thrown too, without being locked, eafily gave her 
.admittance, and afforded a profpoA fhe littl^ ex- 
pected , — herhufband and Belinda in a fituatioh, 
sfuch as might have aflured her oi their guilt had 
ihe not been fo before. 

Astonishment at finding them in that place 
Tor fome moments kept her filent, as fliame and 
vexation to be thus caught did them ^ .but the mfl- 
Jiner, who hearing fhe was come up ftairs, and 

H 6 fearing 
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earing, the confequence, came running into the 
room, and was beginning to make fome aukward 
excufes, — fuch as cryilg to Lavallie and Belinda^ 
-^"Gedi heaven^ how cameym here! — Andyou^ 
madam ! to Manilla. — Afe/i me ! fare you have 
all miftaken the apartment ! nobody ever comes ihta 
this room but for — But for private purpofes^ infa-^ 
mous woman 1 cried Manelloj in a voice quite boarfe 
with paifion, which rofe with fo much vehemence 
in her throat, as to render what (he faid icarce 
intelligible ; then flew at her, at Belinda^ and her 
huibaml, railing (hrieking, feratching, and throw* 
ing promifcuoufly the patch, powder-boxes, and 
every thing that flood upon the toilette , — till 
Lavallie^ recovered from the confuiton which the 
furprize of her firft entrance had thrown him in^ 
ran to her, held her hands, and told her if ihe did 
not bdiave with more moderation, he would oblige 
her to it by worfe ufage. 

This menace only ferved to give frefli addition 
to her fury, and that increafmg her ftrength Ihe 
broke from him, and flying to the window, where 
file perceived he had laid his fword, inftantly^rew - 
it, and made at Belinda with fuch precifmation, 
that it wa3 as much as Lavallie could db to fave 
his miftrefs from feeling a fatal efied of her de» 
fperation* 

By fuperior force, liowcvcr,' he difarmed thi^ 
enraged amazon, though not without cutting bis 
own hands in the ftrug^e. — AH this time there 
was fuch a mingled found of curfes, fhrieks, cries 
of murder, and ftamping 00 the floor, as muft be 
very alarming to thofe who heard n. 

As this milliner got infinitely more by her ^r/- 
vate cujiomers than by her f-ubiic^ and kept a houfe 

diiefiy 
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chiefly for the meeting of perfons of condition, 
Rinaidoj who at that time had a new iUme, and 
was come to gratify it with the beloved fuUeA, 
heard this difturbancefrom an adjacent chamber ; 
and wholly unable to guefs the occaiion, ran with 
bis fword in his hand to inform himfelf of the 
truth, where the xioife dire£led. 

He came into the room jaft as LavalUe hadi 
wrenched from his wife's hand that weapon of de- 
ftrudion , and feeing who was there, was no longer 
at a lofs to know what had happened : his prefence^ 
however, obliged every one to more moderation, 
and Belinda took this opportunity of running 
away, which before fbe could not do, the furious 
MantUa being between her and the door. The 
milliner now began to account for this accident in 
a more plaufible manner than ihe had done before* 
-^Shefaid, that Belinda being taken with a fudden 
faintnefe, Ihe had defired to lie down on her bed 
in order to recover herfdf, and that Ihe being 
afterwards bufy with cuftomers, had not feen La- 
vellie enter, out imagined that being but little ' 
acquainted with the houfe, he had gone into that 
room by miftake. 

L AVAL L IE took the hint Ihe had given, 
and protefted, that being directed up to the lace- 
chamber; he had opened this door as being the firft ^ 
he came to, and feeing a lady lie on the bed, he 
had the curiofity to approach, in order to fee if he 
knew her, and to rally her for trufttng herfelf in 
that pofture ip an unlocked chamber, — As I drew 
neh^ continued he, / fouid it was Belinda, and 
alfo hyfome groans that Jhe was indijpoftd :'^^good 
manners^ as well as good nature^ obliged me to en^ 
quire how Jhe did^ and as I was Jlooping towards 
the bedy that Jhe ynight hear what I had to fay with 

'the 
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tl^f m^e iofcy Manilla tarm into the r9om with a 
ra^e iJttU bicomiug her charaSler^ and loaded that 
innocent lady and mffelf with the m^ opprobiom r#* 
Jli^iom malici could in\4nt. 

All the time he was fpeaking, ManeUa (bo(Jc 
her head, and bit her lips till they even bled witk 
inward vexation ; but the prefence of Rinaldo for- 
bidding her to cotiltinue her reproaches in the ^e 
manner (he had done before his entrance, ibe only 
laid, that heaven, who knew how greatly ihe wafi 
injured, would, one time or other, revenge her 
caufe* 

The milliner, who knew Rinaldo had rsafoa 
to be of her fide, began now in her turn to refent 
the afperfion Alanella endeavoured to caft upoA 
her houfe, and faid in plain terms, that no repu« 
tation could be fafe from the idle whims of a jea- 
lous wife. Lavallie afFeded to beg her pardon 
for the injuftice his wife was guilty of to her, aod 
<:urfed himfelf for the unhappy miftake which had 
«x:qafiof)ed aU this conafullon. 

RINALDO was highly diverted at this fcene 
in his own mind, but would not add to Manella\ 
affliction, by letting her fee how little he regarded 
h\ (he had, however, too muoh penetration not 
to perceive, that neither complaints nor refentment 
would be of.muchfervice to lier in that place, and 
being almoft reac^y to burft with fpite and rage, 
went out of the roona, giving a look at LavilUe and 
the woman of the houfe, which teftified how ill 
ihe was fatisfied with the fballow excufes they had 
jnade, and was indeed fo di(lra£ted in her thoughts, 
that &e had almoft paiTed the door before ihe re- 
covered prefence enough of mind to pay to Ri^ 
^natdo the x^i^di his dignity demanded. 
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Her abfence put an end to all the conftraint 
they had been in ; Lavallie was obliged to endure 
a good deal of raillery on the occafion from ^1- 
naldoy and afterwards to doable the prefent he al* 
^ays made to the milliner, on account of the con- 
f uiion his wife had caufed in her houfe. 

Whether this adventure put an end tp the 
■amour he had with Belinda is uncertain ; but if 
it continued^' it wis with fo much caution, that 
the interviews between them were never after-, 
wards difcovercd. 

MANELLA finding (he could no other way 
be revenged, took care rp render this affair as 
public as poffible $ fo that Belinda met witi) t!ie 
moft fevere reproofs from all her friends for her 
ill condud : yet fo infenfible was this unthinking 
lady either of fhame, or the prejudice it might be 
to her intereft, to forfeit the love and efteem of 
her family, that though fhe heard their admoni- 
tions with her fenfual ears, thofe of her mind feem- 
cd wholly deaf ; nor could all that was faid to her 
make the leaft alteration in her deportment, or 
prevail on her to give herfelf onft-moment's rc- 
fie£tion. ' 

Thus with the fame unmoved, unffiiaken in- 
dolence fhe had ever behaved, did fhe go on, laugh- 
ing, finging, dancing, coquetting among the gay 
world for near two years, in which time no ma- 
terial incident happened to her: the truth is, 
indeed, whatever was reported of her, fo little 
concerned her, that her carelefsnefs blunted the 
edge gf fcandaU and bad the fame effeft as not tp 
d^lerve it would have had : people grew weary of 
<talklng of what every one knew, and was madeno 

' fccret 
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fccret of by the perfon whofe intereft it chieflf 
was to have kept it fo. 

In a long courfe of unregarded follies mig^t Ihe 
have continued, till age and wrinkles had enforced 
that folitude her own prudence was too weak to 
make choice of, had not count L^ttr profeiled a 
paffion of a different nature for her than any before 
him had pretended. 

So greatly did he feem enamoured with her, that 
he never was two hours ablent from her ; and his 
quality and attachment obliged all who were looked 
upon as her former admirers to keep a greater di- 
ftance.— Her kindred and friends were tranfported 
to hear with what refped and tenderneis the ad- 
drefles he made to her were accompanied ; but 
their rqoicing was very much abated, when, on 
examining her on this account, they could not find 
that he had ever once mentioned marriage to her ; 
and though he fwore ten thoufand oaths that he 
was utterly unable to live without poiTeffing her, 
he had not made one that it was his intention to 
poiTefs her by thofe ways which ak>ne could do 
honour to her family. — As there feemed fome 
reafon, howevtf, to believe the-regard he had for 
her was infinitely more fmcere than any who be* 
fore had called themfelves her lovers^ they advi^, 
nay conjured her to omit nothing in her power for 
improving it, and converting the defigns he had 
upon her into honourable ones, if they were not 
" fo already : all this (he promifed them to do, but 
thought no more oi what they bail faid than the 
time they were fpeaking, and being berfelf quite 
eify in the matter, made her lover fo too, by leav-* 
ing him to do as inclination fliould dired nim. 

This behaviour was an infinite trouble to all 

who 
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who wiflicd to fee her retrieve, by a happy mar- 
riage, the errors of her paft life ; but one more fan- 
guine than the reft for her intereft, refolved to do 
that for her which he found there was no pofEbih'ty 
of prevailing on her to do for herfelf, and took an 
opportunity of difcourfing with the count on this 
afiair. He at firft would have evaded all talk of 
it, and made feveral eflForts to give a torn to the 
converfation; but finding himfelf clofely preffcd, 
he at laft replied, that as Belinda and himfelf were 
the chief perfons concerned, and were perfeflly fa« 
lisfied with each other's intentions, he thought ^ 
interfering between them wholly unneceffary. 

Thesi- words were a little refented by the 
friends o( Belinda, and gave rife to fome expreffions 
on both fides, which if either of them demanded 
not that fatisfa£lion for of the other, which is ufual 
in fuch cafes between gentlemen, there wanted 
but a very little of it.— From this time, hovwver, 
their former intimacy was broke off: — Belinda*^ 
kinfman reproached her for that levity which had 
hke to have proved fatal to him; and count Loyter^ 
to fliew how little he regarded the difpleafure of 
anv of her family, prevailed on that thoughtlefs 
kdy to come and live publickly at^^s houfe, , 

MjL the world now looked upon her as his mi- 
ftretsj and indeed how could it be otherwife ! — 
She had an apartment fo near his own, that they 
could with eafe pafs to each other without being 
known to do fo by anv of the family j — flie went 
abroad with him to all public places ; — ^(hc had the 
entire command of all his fervants ; — Ihe did the 
honotfi of his table whatever company was there j 
yet was there not the Icaft mention of any mar-» 
riage between them : — ^but in fpite of all thefc cir- 
cumAaaccs, it is poffiUe they might be innocent. 

After 
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After, having lived together in this manner < 

till the talk of it (which never continues long oa 1 

one fubje(St) began to fubfide, the count all at once ' 

tleclared his intention 0/ making her his wife. — ^ I 

Kew equipage and new habits were prepared, — • 1 

invitations fen t^ to the friends on both fides, and i 

they were really married at a time when it was { 
leait to be hoped or expelled. 

It muft be owned that there was fomethtng (pi* ^ 
fituous, and at the fame time truly honourable ia, i 
the behaviour of count L^yter oa this occafion :— 
he would not be compelled to give any definitive 
anfwer as to his defigns on a woman of Belinda* t 
<:hara(9^er ^ but when be found himfelf free from 
the perfecutions of her friends, and that they had 
entirely given her over for loft, then did he fliew ^ 

the fincerlty of his paifion, and entirely wipe off 
all the afperfions tliat liad been caft on her upon 
his account, 

I SHOULD be'gladtherewasapoffibilltjrofex* 
cufing Belinda alio; but alas! ihe confcnted ta 
Jiye in his houfe without any certainty, or even 4 
promifeof ever being his wife, and was, perhaps^ 
^ot the leaft'^^i^rized of any %h»% beard lt» that 
ihe was made fo« 

/ Heu change of fortune baswrou^taocnaii^e 
ifi her humour and conduA | and as ih^. vrauld be 
commended for. being wo way elated with the 
grandeur ihe pofTefies, fo muft &e aUb be highly 
blamed for not remembrtng her honour is now the 
property cf her lord, and that every light unbe* 
coming action ibe is g^iUy. of, is arede^ofi upon 
fcim* . ' 

. 2 ^£U£V£ it wwld lie vtry (tiigcult to prove 

tbat 
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that (be h^s ever wronged him in fa£t ; but it i^ 
the duty of every married woman to behave fo a* 
not even to be furpe<Sled. — This Belinda hzs fenfe 

onougk to know^ but Aot enough t9 remember 

that ihe koows^ 

AD ONIUS^ no lefs amorous and incenfijint 
than his brother Rdnalth^ and much more endu^ 
with thofe perfedlions which charm womankind* 
has fpund in the new countefs Loyttr graces, 
which, till after Ihe was anothor's, had not been 
difcovered by him — Tbe'adnvration be expreiTos 
-to have for her, and the jpl^afiire his converfation 
■swords, are of too much -confequ^ce to her hap^ 
.pinefs not to be indulged. — She forgets the obli- 
gation ihe has to her lord, and wlioUy taken u^ 
^ith this new and iUuftrious lover^ fcarce ever 
^ hpmey but when he vouchfafes to vifit there^-^r» 
It is certain, tHat in the paf(i(^ Qf pieafure (bo 
makes with him, her huiband frequently is one; 
yet iioQ& «iQt h\B being feen wi|h them iometimes 
t^ke ofF thf cenfure which their being togetb^ 
without him at others too ju^y incurs!. 

As y^ the pount is under no \xt^^i^^ on tho 
icore i — he l^ks qb the fine thmg» faid in hit 
prefipnce by AdonMn tip hi» wife, aapr^o^ing on^jT 
fiX)inM|-€3(:cefs of compiaifan^e j imd io^t^^ tl^s, 
f|(§iraSipn (be uk^s in hearing tbipm^ n>^rly to 
i^Q likte vanity of her fex ; •— the rfl^btej ithey 
take tog^her> to the levity of both their hi^wuriJ ; 
s^j inftead of being aiigry, often laughs. Alt ih^ re- 
cital 

Not fo the young, the beauliful, th^ tender 
Amai^a fuppotrts the being deprived of the fociety 
of her adorned Adonius ; — ibe pia^s in ftcre^ 
without daring to complain^ and now tod l^te re^ 

gret 
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grets her eafy faith, which flattered her with the 
hopes of fecuring to herfelf fo mutable a hear^ 

Rumour 'will have it, that not two moons 
ftnce, deaf to all confiderations but thofe of grati- 
fying their mutual paflion, he ran the rifque of 
ruining himfelf for ever with thofe on whom he 
depends, and who had betrothed him to another ; 
and fhe) of being (hamefully repudiated by that au- 
thority whence there is no appeal ; they both ven- 
turing every thing that might enfue, to be united 
to each other by a dandefline and unlicenfed mar- 
riage. If fo, how a great a change ! — the facred 
cereiitfi|^1ia2L no powpr to bind Adonius : — he 
thinigsJbiinfelf under no obligations to ccmtinue 
conftant to a wife fo much beneath him \ — and 
where fliall flie apply for juftice againft a hufhand, 
whom toacknowledge as fuch, would only incur 
the difpleafure of thofe fbe would oblige ! 

What bA effe& do giving wayto any paffion, 
^ thougis of the moft tender kind, produce, efpeci- 
'"* ^^y in our iex ! If Anmdea thinks fbe has fatisfied 
lipvirtue, in granting n^l^i]^ to hef lover till the 
£n£lion %%Btfrfage has converted indination into 
duty \ what^nfucliji uiirtHgl avail,. when ihe 
durft not avoW it? -i^Mi^n the very prieft that 
joined their hands, fh^lf be obliged to diiiilp lys 
ever having performed that ceremony *b^twnh 
diem \ and when Aimius^ whofe perfever^ce in 
love, and patience in enduring all that could be in* 
SaQxA, on him, could alone obtain forgivenefs ; and 
a fandion for ratifying what he had done, ihall be 
fo far from taking any fuch meafures, that he ihall 
teftify a joy in having it made void f -^ What woe, 
what mifery, what d^efpair, would then be the lot * 
of fo every way an abandoned wife I 

Already 
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Already harflieatafteof whatfliemayjuftly 
apprehend will infallibly arrive in his prefent at-' 
tachmenc to BfRnda \ — ^already docs ine feel the 
> cruel ftings of jealoufy and difappointment, and re* 
flo£b withagonies not to be exprefled, on the ap- 
proaching ills, which following the di£iates of a 
blind heedlefs inclination, and perhaps fome mix- 
ture of ill*judg^ ambition, muft involve her in. 

It is certain, (he is far from being that vain, 
wild, unthinking creature that Belinda b ; yet had 
(he thought juftly 1 (he would never haveconfented ^ 
to marry a perfon, where the chara<£ier of wife muft ^^ > ^ , 
lay her under greater inconveniences, than even ^ ^ 

that of miftrefs* . \ 

As the principal deCgn of thefe fpeculations is, 
therefore, to correS thofe errors in the mind, 
which are moft imperciptible, and for that reafon 
the moft dangerous, fuchexamples are not fet down 
but with a view of (hewing how the want of a 
proper way of thinking in our youth involves our 
whole fnture lives in misfortunes, which frequently ' 
no rettedion can afterwards retrieve. Tiie ana- 
tomius, ind<»d, will tell you, that where lliere is 
a defe<^a the texture of the brain, this incapacity 
of rdleftioa is mechanical/ and confequently irre« 
medible % but b^ this way of reafoning they may 
alfo pretend, (as it is certain many do) that all vices 
are conftitutional, which I never can be brought 
to allow, becaufe fuch an opinion Would be 
imputing an error to the Author of our forma* 
tion, wholly deftroying the doflorine of free- 
-will, and, in fine, levelling ^«/fta;f nature with the 
brutaly which ads meerly by initln^t. I grant that 
by the ftru£i:ure of our parts we may have a more 
or lefs propeni^ty to good or evil, and Mo that 
the foul has greater power of exerting itfelf, in 

wb^t 
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what we call roifony tbron^ the org^cns of fame 
u . people, than it has- in others ;. yet this is In a great 

' meafure to be helped^ if tho& who have the caxe 

of us when ypung^ begia the work^ and we our* ' 

felves carry.it on afterward wtth that vigour and 

application which it requires.. 

. SOCRATES the philofophcr wat an inflancer 
of this truth> who being addi£ied to all manner of 
intemperance, gained th^ vidory by his reafon dnd 
refolution over each inordinate pailion, and was 
Ac pattern of virtue and abftemioufneftk 

To know ourfelvesy is agreed by all to be the 
moft ufeful learning ; the firft le&ns, thercforo^ 
given us ought to be upon that fubjeft. — The 
\ , parents or governed ef children can never arrfwer 

to themfelves a negleft in this point. — #Youcll 
fliould be tried and iifted, and when the favourite 
propenfity is found out, it will be eafy either Vi 
•radicate or improve it, according as it tesd^ ta 
vice or virtue.. 

I MUST c^nfefs, that where there is a kind of 
heavy flupidity, or wteit they call too much mer^ 
cury in die difpofition, the one requires a great 
deal of art to enliven, and the other no lefs to fix ; 
and as they are dire& contraries, fo contrary rae^ 
. ^ thods fbould be made ufe of. — - But tbis is a duty 

which ought not to.be di^enfed with on account 
of its difficulty, nor is perhaps fo hard a matter as 
it feems, if we conlider, that to give fpirit and vi* 
vacity to the dull^ nothing but chearful ob/e& 
fiiould be prefented ; and to the too wild and giddy,, 
thofe of the moft &rious and afieSing nature. 

• * 

Wheri: an excefs of gaiety and t,he love «f 
pkafure i$ predomioant^i the nujod fhcuil be early 

feiiibnfid 
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feafoned with the knowtedge of the manjr di&p*. 
pointinents, difafters and calamities, which are thit 
portion of the greateft part of mankind. — Pity 
ior the woes of othersi and the certainty that na 
conditioa or di^ree c^o a/Iure itfelf with being dr« 
fended from the fro.wns of fate, will give a more 
ferious turn to' our ideas, and fei;Ye.very much ta 
abate that impetuoH^ which arifes from a too 
great redundancy of fir^-Or air in pcdbns of that 
itifpofition, 

. Fjbw are fo happy as to be conspofod of equal 
eleoients, therefore, wh^ k deficiem in the confii-< 
tutioA ou^t to be fupplied by judgment. •«-*-The 
^rthy ftupid) apd the w^f^ phJ^itiatkr^ are to be 
raifed by exercife, mufiCvdancing, and all fps'i^Af 
amufements i 2& t\it fiery choleric and the airf 
giddy, are to be tempered with their contraries.. 

But, a«|Ihave already taken notice, tHisme^ 
thod, tM it muft not be omitted by the tutors^ 
will fail of fuceefa, ii not (econded by tbe endea^ 
vours of the pupils, when left to the management 
of themfelves ; but where there is a good founda* 
tion laid by thofe who have had the care of in« 
firu<5ting us in our youtI>^ it will be entirely our own. 
&ult if we afterwards fall into very grofs irregu-^ 
laritie»» ' ji 

RfiFLEQTi^N^ th^efbrei, and reaJIe&ion arct 
as neceflary for the mind as food is for the body ; 
a little examination into the affeflions of the heart 
can be of no prejudice to the moft melancholj!: 
conftitution, and will be of infinite fervice to the 
too fanguiae* -^ The? unhi^py.may^ poflrbly,i by 
indulging thought, hit .on..'fome lucky ftratagent 
for ihe relief of hia mi^fortuncsj^ and the happy 

majf' 
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may be infimtdy more fo, by contemplating on 
his condition. 

So great a ^eafure do ma;iy people find in re-* 
tiring fometimes into themfeives, that they would 
not be denied diat privilege for any other enjoy- 
ment, whatfoever. 

I oMCE knew a gentleman who had a wife of 
whom he was infinitely fond, and whofe fociety he 
preferred to all others in the world, at thofe times 
when he was dtfoofed for converfation ; — yet if 
file oflfercd to dinurbhis meditations, would grow 
quite peevifti with her. —-So valuable to him was 
die freedom of his thoughts, that he could not bear 
an interruption, even tho' he knew it to be a proof 
of love from her who was by fo much the deareft 
part of himfelf. — I remember I was one day at 
his houfe» when his lady thinking he had been too 
long alone, had, with a gentle force, dragged him 
from his clofet. -r- 1 wondered to fee him more 
than ordinarily grave, and on enquiring into the 
caufe, was aniwered by him in thefe terms. This 
diAr creaiure^ faid he, rohs me of half the pleaftare 
$f ber leve^ by not permitting me to contemplate on 
the blejfings I poffijs in her. 

How then happens it that fuch numbers deny 
themfdves the greateft fatisfafkion a reafonable 
being can enjoy, and which is alfo of fuch high 
importance in every accident in life, that without 
it we have no power either to attain any good, or 
defend ourfelves from any evil ! 

Bo T fome people are ib ignorant as to imagine, 
ot fo wicked as to infinuate, that thofe who thinle 
much, and are lovers of folitude, fedude them- 
fdves, not from the world, bvit with a view of 
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doing fome fnifchief to it, — According to the 
ftations they are in, they are judged capable of 
ruminating on greater or lefler evils to mankind - 
They will have a fedentary ftatefman to be plotting 
treafon either againft his prince or country; a ftew- 
ard ftudying new methods to enlarge his bills ; -— 
a tradefrfian to impofe upon his cuftomers ; — and 
fo on, from the higheft to the loweft degree. 

A FEW examples have, alas, but too much au- 
thorized this opinion. We have feen great think' 
ers who have only thought to aggrandize them- 
felves on the ruins of thofe they pretend to ferve ; 
great^ro/f^rx, who have fpared no pains to gain 
confidence, fop no other purpofe than to betray ;— 
great advocates for liberty^ only to inflaye ; — and 
gr'ezt preachers up ofjujitce^ only to purchafe fc* 
curity for the worft of criminals. 

So grofs an abufe of the faculty^ of thinking \s^ 
indeed, turning the arms of heaven againft itfelf, 
md forcing that fecred reafon, which was given 
us for a guide to virtue ^ to accompany us in the* 
paths gf vice. — Tp think of fuch purpofes^ I muft 
confefr, is infinitely worfe than Aot to think at all, 
becaufe the one tends to injure and opprefs man- 
kind in general, the other is for the moll part hurt- 
ful only to the perfons themfelves. 

Hypocrisy is deteftablcboth to God and fnan ; 
— we are told from an unerring mouth, that thofe 
found guilty of xtjhall have the Lowejl place in helh, 
and fure on earth they merit the moft contemptible 
treatment from their fellow creatures 1 — When 
once the malk of benevolence and fincerity is 
plucked from the face of the fecming angel, arfd 
the grim treacherous fiend aippears in his native 
uglinefs, by fq much the more as our admirahnn 
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before was of him^ will Bct o\)^abhorrence of faiin 
afterwards.— -We (hall hate zni&yhxai^^^Q once 
loved and followed hhit.»— Eyery body will be ready 
to catch up a ftone to throw at him, and no oppor* 
tunities of infulting him will be omitted. 
* 

PROTE US by fad experience is convinced^ 
that all his arts are inefFeA^ to retrieye any pare 
.of that efteem he once was happy iitlfrom all de- 
grees of people. — The begtiler can b^uile na 
more« — - By miftaken mea&res, vainly aimbg at 
. greater homage, like Lucifer^ the pride-fwoUen 
. bubble fell, at onlce into the gulph of endlels infa- 
my aiid contempt^ whence be can never hope to 
rife. 

Even the very ladies take a plcafure in giving 
him all the mortification in theff power; and as 
our (bx has the privilege of faying whatever wo 
hav^ a mind to, without ahy^anger of refentment 
from the men, he often meets with the fevereft 
farcafms from thofe who have wit enough to make 
them. 

He was one day at cards with fome perfbns oT 
condition, when oeing feized with a fudden via* 
lent pain in his fide, after diftorting his face into 
fevefal difagreeable pofitions, he could not forbear 
at laft crying out, OA, my fide ^ — my fide ! — On 
which Vartilla, who was one of the company, 
with a malicious fneer rqoined, Tourfide^ Proteus ! 
/ thought yvu had no fide now* Thefe words, 
i^hich plainly alluded to his being abandoned by 
both parties, gave him, perhaps, an agony more 
poignant than that he cotpplained of, and both to- 
gether rendered him fo peeyifh, that he replied 
haftily, and in a tone which was far from his ac- 
PMft(>ai€d poUtepefS} -^ Tfs^ mad(im^ and a back* 
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Jiie too. This anfwer, grofs as it was, gave not 
Manilla the leaft confuiion ; and without any he* 
iitation, / do not know that^ faid (he, but ail thi 
tvorld knows yomr wifi has one* 

• ' ' • . 

Alt the company burft Into a loud laughter at 
this repartee^'^a^'tbe* grader of Proteus* $ wife 
made it no l^juft thaafiaart, and he having no- 
thing to return ta^fkce of* fatire which had fo 
much truth in it, went out of the room ready to 
burft between fliame ^d unavailing fpite» leaving 
his fair antagonift to receive all^he praifes her 
ready wit and prefence of mind deferved. 

Wh £ N people of fuch confideration in the world 
are guilty of any Jiotorious, tndire^l, or ridiculous 
anions, they can* expef): no lefs than to become 
the theme of every iatiric genius : but I think^the 
jeer which old Pompilius' met with from his own 
ion, on account of his being lately married to a 
lady young enough to be his grand«-daughter, w^s 
no leis ftinging, than that I have been reliating, 

' Some little time after thefe prepofterous nup- 
tials were confummated, the father and fon were 
together at an aifembly :-^fevera} who had not be- 

*fore that time feenold Pompilsus\f\nce the cere- 
mony, congratulated him upon it in the phrafiis 
common on fuch occafions ; and this turning the 
converfation on the happinefs of the conjugal itate, 
one of the company happened to aflc the young 
gentleman when he intended to marry i-^Kealiy^ 

Jir, anfvvered he, it is a thing I have not yet given 
tnyfelfany trouhle about ; for^ added he* i?J 
caftic look, the only lady I wijh to have ff{ 
is tbefijler of my mother-in-law ; and tm 
ducement I nave to that^ is becaufe I mighvhti 
komur of being called brother by my father, 

X % Nor 
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Not even thofe whofc intereft it was to prc- 
ferve the good^will of Pompilius^ had guard enough 
t>ver themfelves to reftrain fmUing at To unexpec- 
ted and (o fevere a reply from his fon before bis 
face i but thofe who regarded neither, his favour 
nor refentment, laughed outright; and the old 
bridegroom* finding what he had done thus pul>« 
Uckly fcoiFed at by his own blood, was in no le& 
confufion and incapacity of making any return than 
lie had once before been in, whenemployed to give 
an account of a battle, while the dreadful roar of 
the cannons were ftill in his ears^ and all the terrors 
of death before his eyes, nor could now, as then, 
recover himfelf from it, till more than half a do- 
sen bottles of Burgundy (bisufualftint) had given 
bim fre{h fpirits. 

It is certain , that of late years the family of the 
fvrongbeads have increafed to a prodigious number, 
-—We have feen fuch things as even the very re- 
port of in former times would have been treated 
as meer ii£lion ; and indeed all the tales that ro- 
mance can furnifh us with, c«me infinitely (hort 
of many prefent charaders. — We have knight- 
adventurers, who,like Don ^uixoU, when be fpur^ 
rtiRofinante to encounter with the windmill, by 
attempting to furmount imaginary dangers, run in- 
to real oiks* — We havp hypocrites and felf-iavers> 
pf whom Sir Hudibras^ m laying the whipping 
tafk on the back of bb poor Yqutre^ is but an im- 
perfef^ model.— We have our Thirfitn^ our Pd»- 
darui^ our Dtmagorui^ too^ in a much higher 
degree than ever poet or hiflortan painted them.— - 
Difficult is it to lay,J whether wickednefa. 
moft abounds among us, and whethet 
more people who purchafe what they C2 ,.. 
neis at the expence of their virtue^ ttr v^OJ 
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all pretenflons to it by their madnefs ; for there is 
nodiing more common than to fee thofe who, ixi 
court, in camp, in town, and in country, take as 
much pains to be undone, as others to undo* 

In fine, when one looks into the world, and 
confiders the prefent times and humours of man* 
kind, one cannot help crying out with the poet» 

TT)€re is no wonder^ 9r elfe all is wonder ! 

Yet to what can we impute all thofe miftakes, 
rniicarriages, or thofe crudities, oppreifions, un^^ 
natural a&ions, and the innumerable train of mif* 
chiefs, which we either bring upon ourfelves, or 
inflid on others, but to the want of thought^ or to 
thought inifapplied I The latter I again allow to be 
of much worfe confequence than the former ; but 
as we are free-agents, and the choice is in ourfelves 
iftffacther we will be. virtuous or vicious, it would 
h^.fk poor excufe to fay wi durft not thinly UJl 
wejbould think iomfs* 

Mak was created little inferior to the angels, 
ind it is his own fault that he is not very near as 
happy tDo.<— This world is plentifully ftored with 
every thing fiiited to the nature of bis bein|i^ and 
i)ome Q\L the. wii^ of facred contempblKM^. he 
may alfo partake df heavenly raptures : b»l(>^ip|»^ 
point I leave to divines I for though it is a^4W 
fi:If« evident, yet there are people who chufei^tfijEir^' 
CO be convinced by the learning of others, diail 
by the witnefies in their own breafts. 

4Jmi&iEKD of mine, who with fome other Eng^ 
KJh gentlemeq ^fiMonaking the tour of Europe^h^^ 
fi^iiedj as h^^iTed through one of the moft wild 
I 4*|M mountsuBbus parts of Prance^ to lofe bis com* 
!«'.'/' I 3 pany; 
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pany.-^n bis firft finding himfelf alone, he ima- 
gined, that having been in a deep mufing, they bad 
gone on before without hisobfervingthem,therefore 
clapped fpurs to his horfe in order to overtake them ; 
but having rode fome miles without feeing cither 
any thing of them, or meeting any perfon who 
could dired him to the town where they had a- 
greed to put up for that night, he was extremely 
at a lofs, efpecially when he came where three 
roads met : •» to add to his misfortune, there fell 
a very heavy rain, accompanied with a great wind, 
infomuch that be was obliged to make towards ^ 
wood, which he faw at fome diftance, to (belter 
himfelf and horfe from the fury of the ftorm^ • 
which every moment feemed to gather ftrengtb. 

The intermingling boughs of the trees for 
fome little time deeded him, but would not have 
continued to do fo much longer, and he was be« 
ginning to give way to impatience, when on a fud« 
den he heard a human voice call to him to turn 
towards the right of a little mount, 4bout fome 
twenty yards from him. 

H£ has afiured me, that jiever any mufic had 
given him half the plcafure as the found of one of 
his own fpecies did in that unfrequented wild. — 
He failed not to obey the fummons, and prefently 
perceived a m^n habited like a hermit, ftand at 
the entrance of a cave beneath the mount. — The 
tempeft did not prevent him from coming foirtli 
to meet his diftrefled traveller -, — ^he helped him to 
alight, tied his horfe under one of the thickeft 
trees, and then condu6led him into his gloomy 
habitation, with all the politenefs of a mftncate 
courtier. . *. 

My friend was extremely furprized, not ott^ . 
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at his reception, but at the exceffive neatnels o^ 
every thing he few in his cavern, which he found 
was divided into two rooms : — the iirft contained 
a table, two eafy chairs, a (hiall beaufet with glaf- 
ies, and ibme china, loaded with the moft excel« 
lent fruits: — - the other had in it only a couch, 
with a matterafs and coverlid, one chair and a fhelf 
of books, near which was fixed a little altar with 
a crucifix. He could not help teftifying his admi- 
ration at the contrivance of this habitation, and as 
be fpoke French very well, began to a(k feme que- 
ftions concerning it, and in what manner his hofl: 
could be provided with necefiaries, as he few no 
town) nor even village, near that place. 

To which the other replied with a fmile, that 
his curiofity ihould be* fully fat isiied ; hut firjf^ 
faid he, you mufi nprejh yourfelf vjith Juch things 
as this homely celt affords. 

Ik fpeakii^ thofe words, he fpread a turious 
damaik napkin on the table, and then fet plates of 
pickles, feveral forts of frefh and dried fruits, fine 
manchet, froms^e, and a bottle of the beft Bur^ 
gundy. In fine, a more elegant afternoon's colla- 
tion could not have been prefented in the moft opu- 
lent city, than what this cavern in the midft of an. 
unfrequeAted ^ood afforded. 

The more the ftranger few, the more he was 
farprized ; which the feeming hermit perceived, 
entertained hira, whHe they were eating, with this 
account of himfelf • 

Hb told him, that he was not a conftant inha* 
fajt^Qt of the place he found him in, but repaired 
thither occafionally, and when he was in the hu- 
mour to indulge reflexion ; — that he yfoti that 

I 4 kabit. 
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habit, which was always hdd facred, even by the 
tfioft profligate^ to protect him from any infults, in 
cafe he fhould happen to be feen by any of thofe 
wretcbe$, who, living on the plunder of travellers^ 
frequently, when purfued, took jQielter in that 
wood i and that he was called the count de Men" 
iaubin^ and his ufual refidence in a caftle of his 
own about twelve miles difiant. 

My friend, after payinghim thofe refpefls which 
the knowledge of his quality demanded, exprefTed 
fome amazement that he ihould have occafion to 
take the .pains to come fo far, and fubjeA himfelf 
to fo many iiiconvcniences, meerly for the fake of 
a retirement, which he might, doubtlefs, enjoy in 
^s full a manner at home, if he was difpofed to let 
his inclination for folitude be figniiied to his ac* 
quaintance. 

To which the count replied, that he perceived 
lie was a ftranger to thehumour of the French na- 
tion : — that what he mentioned was a thing wboU 
ly impradicable to a man of his qualit}i : — that 
though he lived at a confiderable difbmce from 
Pari 5^ or any great city, his caflle was continually 
crowded either with the neighbouring gentry, or 
perfons who travelled that way; and that beiides, 
he was married to a lady of fo ^y and volatile a 
difpofition, that it was impoilible for him ever to be 
entirely alone. ^r^To add to all thisj continued he, 
/ have fever al children^ and a numerous retinue of 
fervantSy and though I Jhonldjhut myfelf up in tog 
wjl retired room I have^ I could not JiiU be fnt 
from interruption of one kind or other. 

THE mindi faid he, requires fome relaxation as 
well as the body ; and when fatigued with the hurry 
»/ thofe pleafures with which it is exposed. am 
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Jbould entertain one^ s friendsy here I retire^ give a 
loofe to contemplation^ and when I have recruited 
my fpirits^ return again into the world and thjie 
the joys of love and converfation with a much higher 
relijh than if I never were abfentfrom them. 

The Englijh gentleman could not help allow- 
ing the juftnefs of his notion in this point, but fiill 
thought it ftrange that he did not make choice of 
fome place where he might be lefs exposed to acci- 
dents than in the wildnefs of this wood ; but the 
count, who it feems was one of the mod com- 
plaifant obliging perfons on earth, wouldnot fuiFer 
him to remain in a fufpence, which it yiras in his 
power to eafe, and therefore made no fcruple of 
relating to him fome pafiages of his former life, 
which entirely banifhed all the difficulties he had 
found in himfelf to reconcile to reafon a behaviour 
. that at firft appeared to have in it fo much odaicy. 

The count in bis younger years had the mif- 
fortune to have a rencounter with a- nobleman, i^^ 
which he gave him fome wounds which he knew 
not but were mortal. — Befides the lawf, whicjl in 
that country is very fevere againft dueffing, his an- 
tagonift was a perfon m great favour wicb^lincking, 
and, he had little room to hope for mercy in caic 
the other died, — To avoid the profecution^ he 
fled from Parisy and not doubting but all hou(es 
where they mi^t ejcpe£t to fin^ hin) would be 
' rtridHy fearched, he concealed hfmfelf in this wood, 
accompanied only by one faithful fervant, who ha* 
vingbeen brought up with hinirrWOuld not be^ pre- 
vailed upon to quit him in fugh ^ifi;^}dtrcmityf 

■ •' 
He affured my friend, that, they lived for near 

three weeks on fuch provifion only as that defo- 

late wild affor^ed'^ that for feveral days they could 
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rot find a brook at which they might flack therr 
thirft, fo that the fruits they found on fomc of the 
hedges ferved them both as food and drink ; and to 
ftcure themfelves from the wolves by night, which 
frequently prowled about that foreft, they were 
obliged to take up their lodgings in the talleft trees 
they could find. —Nothing, he faid, but the pro- 
tecting hand of heaven could have enabled them 
to fuffain the hardfhips they were obliged to fuf- 
fer. — At laft, quite tired and worn out with de- 
fpair, death feemed lefs terrible than the continu- 
ance of fuch a life, and he ventured to fend his 
fervant to enquire what was become of the wound- 
ed gentleman, and at the fame time to procure 
fonie place where he niight once more be accom* 
modated with the necefiaries which the nature of 
his being required. 

Th e fellow's return brought him the good news 
that hjs enemy was not only recovered of the hurts 
he had received from him, bat had alfo confefied 
that himfelf had been the aggreflbr, and laboured 
by all his friends to obtain the fame pardon for the 
count as for himfelf: — • that evey body expe£^ed 
it would foon be figned, and chat, thou^ it was 
not proper be fhould appear in public till it was fo,^ 
yet, as all fearch after him was entirely over, he 
' might quit that dreadful fituation, ana repair to 
the houfe of a relation, who would meet him at 
the entrance of the foreft, and conduct him with 
all manner of privacy. 

Every thing happened according to his intel- 
ligence; and he had not been a week before the 
royal clemency exerted itfelf in favour of both the 
delinquents; who then, as great friends as before 
, they had been the contrary, went together to throw 
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themfelves at the foot of the throne, andpay their 
grateful acknowledgements. 

Th£ count concluded his little narrative with 
faying, that though this adventure was fo happily 
ended, the danger and hardfliips it had involved 
him in, gave a much more ferious turn to his hu- 
mour than he had ever known before j — that 
during his abode in that folitary place, he had 
found (o much matter for contemplation, that the 
remembrance ftiU dwelt,and ever would do fo, up- 
on his mind j and though the ideas which he now 
had demanded in privacy to indulge, yet they were 
fo far from having any thing melancholy or gloomy 
in them, that they afforded him the moft feiene 
and perfe£t fatisfaclion« 

YOU fei mw^ added he, the motives I have for 
retiring myfelffometimesfrom the mife and hurry of 
the world ; and as this place was my afylum in di* 
Jirtfs^ I cannot help having a kind of love for it^ and 
think I ought in gratitude to make it the fcene ofmf 
more pleafing meditations : — / therefore rnade this 
cavern be cut out of the mount ^^-furnijhed it as you 
fee^ — provided two chairs in cafe any dijtrejfed 
perfon Jhould have occafion to take refuge here^ as it 
has now happened ; — and 1 could wtjh that / had 
taken the fame precaution as to a iedj for it now 
grows latCj and I forefee thejiorm will ncf abate 
while you can depart with ar,y fafety : — but we 
wllpafs the night as well as we can\ — / have a 
fufficient quantity of Burgundy within^ and by the 
help of that and converfation^ we may beguile the 
hours till mornings whin my fervant will he here^ 
and then I will beg the favour of your company to 
a place ^ where it will be in my power to entertain 
you in afajhion more agreeable to my inclination and 
ffiur merits 

16 My 
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My friend then told him, how having loft his 
company he could not do himfelf the honour tq 
accept his invitation, becaufe he muft make the 
beft of his way to the town where they had agreed 
to (lay for that night; and faid, he did not doubt 
but to overtake them, provided he could but find 
his way out of the foreft. 

Count MontauHn aflured him, that what he 
talked of was no. way to be performed ; that the 
town he mentioned lay quite on the other fide of 
the wood, which was wholly iniprafiicable to be 
pafTed without a guide, even though he had the day 
jnftead of the night before him, by reafon of the 
many intricate turnings it contained : — that the 
great road was not only the fafeft but the neareft-; 
and as he had mifled it by turning into the wood, 
he might by the affiftance of his fcrvant eafily re- 
cover it: — hut^ faid he, as the man yjill be with 
mey as he always isy extremely early^ the befi way 
will be to fend him to four friends ^ acquaint them 
tvhere yoM are^ and engage them either to come to 
■ you at my caftle^ which luckily happens to befttuated 
very near the road^ or to tarry till you can reach 
them. 

This expedient Teemed no lefs reafonable and 
convenient to the gentleman, than it was kind and 
obliging in him that propofed it; and being a man 
perfectly free from ull that troublefome formal ce- 
' remony which half-bred people are fo full of, he 
screed to it without any hefitation or apologies* 

'The night glided almoft infenfibly away in 
fuch agreeable converfation, and Aurora had fcarce 
givf n place to the chariot of the fun, before the 
fcrvant of count Mentaubin arrived with a led horfe> 
it i^x^ the day his lord had appointed for bis re* 

turn 


m. *• 


Book 4. SPECTATOR. aos 

turn home, and the wood altogether impafiable 
for any wheel-carriage. 

The ftorm having now entirely fubiided, every 
thing feemed more beautiful for the late ruffle it 
had fuftained. — So pleafing a wildnefs appeared 
through the whole, that my friend was perfedly 
charmed with it ; and the count did not fail, du- 
ring the time of their little journey, to fet forth all 
the delights this rural fcene afforded.— ^/r/, faid 
he, we Jee nature in its purity ^ ju/1 as it came from 
the hand of the Creator. — Irhatartj whatagricuU 
ture can equal the fweet confujion with which every, 
plant fprings up fpontaneous ? — ff^at ajolemn re^ 
H)€rence do thefe tall ancient trees excite ? — How 
ravijhing is the fragrancy of the air that their fan-' 
ning houghs waft to us^ unmixed^ unadulterated 
with any of thoje grofs particles which the neigh" ,. 
iourhood of cities conjiantly fend forth ? — Here we 
enjoy untainted aiher^ partake the food of angels^ 
neW'Wing our fouls ^ and almo/9/piritualr%e our dull 
mortality : — yet, added he, how many livij and 
bow many years did I livcy without giving myfelf 
leave to know that heaven had hejlowed fuch hley- 
Jings upon man ! 

Hb further added, that he 'found an inward fa- 
tisfa£^ion, fuch as no tongue could exprefs, inhi^ 
meditations during the times of his thus fecluding 
himfelf from fociety, which was ordinarily no 
more than' four or five days together : — that no 
perfon whatever knew the place of his retirement 
but that faithful fervant, who came every morning 
to receive his commands, and to bring him fuch 
things as were needful. 1 ' : . 

With thefe kind of difcourfes tWy befrtJIed 
thetime^ till being come into the great road; the 

count 
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count difpatched his fervant to the inn where my 
friend had informed him it was likely his compa- 
nions might be found, with his compliments to 
them unknown, and an earneft intreaty that they 
would come to his caftle in fearch of him they had 
loft, and for whom they were doubtlefs in great 
trouble.* 

These order? were no fooner given, than the 
man who received them clapped fpurs to his horfe 
and was immediately out of fight; the count and 
his new gueft rode flowly, not only that they n\ight 
converfe with the more ^e, but alfo to favour the 
poor animal, who was very much fatigued with 
being expofed all night to the feverity of the wea- 
ther, and whom the count had it not in his power 
to refreih as he had done his rider. 

A SHORT time, however, brought them to a 
fiately caftle, where the count entered by a back^ 
gate, of which he had the key, and having conduc- 
ed the ftranger into a magnificent ami- chamber, 
intreated his^ pardon for leaving hifn a few minutes ; 
after which he returned habited according to his 
quality, and fo much changed from what he had 
appeared in his hermit's drefs, that he was hardly 
to be known : — he then introduced him to his 
ladju a very lovely woman, and five children, the 
eldeft hot exceeding eleven years of age, but were 
all extremely beautiful and well made. — My friend 
beheld them with admiration, and afler making 
his proper compliments to each, faid to the count, 
that not all the elegant defcriptions he had given 
him of the charms of contemplation were half fo . 
convincing to him, as to find they were capable qI 
rivalling in his eftem thofe he left at home. 

Tiijfc coimteis prevented ber bufband from ma- 
king 
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king any return to this compliment, by replying 
herfelf in fo gay and gallant manner, as iheweS 
her a lady whofe wit was not at all inferior to her 
perfonal perfe<Slions. 

They all breakfafted in her apartment, after 
which they entered into an agreeable converfation^ 
which was pleafingly interrupted by the arrival of 
the Englijh gentlemen. The joy to fee their friend 
fafe, and in fuch good company, after having ima- 
gined fome very ill accident had befallen him, did 
noit hinder them from receiving the welcome given 
them by their illuftrious hofts, with a politenefs 
that did not fliame the appearance they made, and 
both together concurred to convince thofe who 
faw them, that they were in reality perfons of fa- 
mily and fortune. 

The firft civilities being over, the count led 
them into his gardens, which were laid out with 
all the exaAnefs, propriety, and good fancy ima-*' 
sinable. — Her^ parterres of flowers charmed the 
icnfes with their fragrancy and beauty :— there 
bubbling fountains, ^ncompafied with grots, orna- 
mented with the richeft treafure of the lea, invited 
to foft repofe : — moft curious ftatues of ancient 
heroes and philofophers, placed at the corner of each 
avenue, reminded the beholder of the happineft 
paft times enjoyed ; and the fpacious walks, bor- 
dered with trees, which met on the top, fofmin^ 
long arbours, afforded a moft delightful (hade, and 
gave room to thofe wh« walked to converfe with- 
out the trouble of turning back to each other, as 
in the narrow pent-alleys of fome gardens, — He 
then conduiSled them into the chieT apartments of 
the caftle, where they found every thing fplendid 
and magnificent — In a word, according to the de- 
fcription given me of it, grandeur and elegante 
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feemed to vie with each other, which (hould excel 
in the attra^ive power. . 

When the time of dining arrived , the table 
was fpread virith all thedeh'cacies of the feafon ;-^ 
a continued round of fprightly. wit rendered the re- 
paft yet more agreeable, and for the fpace of ten 
days, (for fo long the count detained them,) they 
were entertained in a manner, which (hewed the 
hofpitality and politenefs of the French nation. 

But my friend informed me, that during the 
whole time they were there, fcarce an hourpafled 
without introducing fome new gueft,and that every 
night there was either a ball or concert. — In fine, 
they feemed to live only for diverfion ; and the 
count, though no ntjn appeared more gay in com- 
pany would often in the midft of his hurry take 
hina afide, and fpeak in this manner : --^ Tothfte^ 
fivy how impoJJiHe it is to indulge contemplation in 
' this place i and may judge if a little recefs from fucb 
a profufton ofthefe noify pleafuresj is not intirely 
necej/ary for a man who would n^t chufe to forget 
himfelf and the ends for which be was created. 

I MUST confefs, that when I firft heard this 
ftory , the veracity of which I had no reafon to call 
in queftion, the perfon who related it being of 
' undoubted integrity, I could not believe but this 
count Montaubin had fome defeft in the compo- 
fure of his brain, which rendered him at fome 
certain times a little delirious, and afked my friend 
in what attitude of the moon this nobleman was 
accuftomed to go into this voluntary baniflimcnt. 

The gentleman, who by this que(Honfaw into 
my thoughts, aflured me I >yas greatly miftaken 
in my conjcftures \ — that the perfon I took to be 

mad 
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mad or whimficai, wasfo far from either, that he 
never knew a man of a more juft way of think- 
jng i that not only his conirerfation, but manner 
of deportment in every thing was perfeftly unex- 
ceptionable, and that its being fo might, greatly 
be imputed to thofe reflections he .made in his xtk: 
tirement. - 

I WAS then too gay, and heaven knows to6 
little a lover of folitude, to be brought into his 
opinion, and really made a jeft of it to all my ac- 
<}uaintance ; but I have fmce been of another mind, 
and find there was much more to be admired thaii 
condemned in his thus fecluding himfelf from thh 
world for a time, that he might know the better 
how to conduct himfelf in It at his return. 

But I ftill think there was a poffibility for hint 
to have enjoyed his beloved retirement in a place 
more commodious and lefs dangerous than that v 
he made choice of. — I am very well aflUred there 
a^ impertinents in the worlds who, if they knoi^ 
where one is, will come with a great deal of ofS^ 
cious love, and in a manner drag one into com-^ 
pany j but that could not be the cafe of the Freneff 
count, who doubtlefs had many liirtle houfes, to*' 
any of which he might have withdrawn, ^d with* 
the fame precaution been as eflfedually concealed 
as in this cavern. 

I SHOULD have been glad to have had my cu- 
riofity fatisfied in one point, and that was, whether 
the countefs his wife was let into the fecret of the 
place of his abode, and his reafons for fuch frequenC 
abfeming himfelf from her ; but this my friend 
was as ignorant of as myfelfy no mention being 
^ver made of it in the family that he heard of ; 
but he feemed inclined, as well as myfdf, to be^ 

lieve 
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lieve that fixe was not kept in the dark in this ar4 
tide, by the perfeA harmony there feemed to be 
between them, which, without ihe was a vay a 
extraordinary woman indeed, could not^have fuli^ 
fifted, if ignorant from what motives he deprived 
her of hisfociety* 

It is certain there are very few married women, 
ef|pecially if they love their nufbands, who would 
approve of fuch a behaviour, even diough they ' 
were convinced they had no other excitements tO' j 
it than the count, but would be ouite outragious 1 
to be left alone, without a perfea knowledge of 
every particular that occafioned it. Madam Be 
At^nSeubirty therefore, could have no fuch thing as ^ 
jealoufy in her nature, or (he ipuft, without all 'i 
doubt, be acquainted with the whole of the affair. 

But however that was, is nothing to my pre» 
fent purpofe ; I only wifli that fome of our incon<- 
fiderates would impofe upon themfcives the tafkof 
keing fometimes alone, and am apt to believe that 
thofe, to whom refleflTon is now the moft irklbme 
&ing imaginable, would, by frequent ufmg them- 
(elves to it, find it at lall lufficient to compen- 
iate for aB they fuffered at firft from their reluct- 
ance. 

I KKow nothing more difficult than for per«. 
fons of too airy and volatile a difpofitioti, to bring 
themfelves to that habitude I am endeavouring to 
recommend ; nor is fuch a change to be expeSed 
all at once^ much lefs is it to be hoped for from 
compulfion. — You may fliut them ^ day into a 
room, yet aflc them on what they have been think- 
ing, and they will tell you, on nothing but their 
confini^inent5— That, therefore, is the moft wrong 
4ttetl)gdl<paii be taken ;-*(uQb people muft be footb^ 
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cd, not menaced into refledion ; and I know of 
*no better means, than by bying before them fuch 
books as may be mod likely to hit their fancy :•— 
even thofe which feem the leaft calculated for im- 
provement, provided thev have nothing immoral 
or indecent in them, will be of excellent fervice 
to bring the mind to take delight in reading ; and 
when that is once accompliflied, others of a more 
frrious nature may by degrees be recommended. 

Painting, efpecially hiftory, landfcape, and 
fea-pieces, is alfo an excellent promoter of reflec- 
tion: — fuch profpeSs charm the eye, and thende 
gain an eafy paflage to the foul, exciting curiofity 
in the moft indolent — It is impoffible to behold 
nature thus deh'neated, without receiving an im- 
preBion which will dwell upon the mind:— wc 
ihall think of the great tranfaflions of pail times, 
—-.the diiFerent fcenes which this wide earth af- 
fords in its mountains, its valliea» its meadows, and 
its rivers, andall the lovelinefs and horrors of the 
fUtrounding deep, the Qups fmooth failing with 
9 profperous gale, and the wrecked veffel bulged 
^gainft a rock, or juft finking in thofe fands which 
lurk beneath the wav^s. — Thefe reprefentatiohs. 
on the canvafs, I fay, will remain in our remem- 
brance when the; obje£l is withdrawn, and cannot 
but infpire us with ideas at once delightful and. 
inftruAive:— -they Will afford us an agreeable 
entertainment within ourfelves, and we ihall no 
longer be under a neceifity of feeking it elfe where« 

It is true, that moft of our nobility and gentry 
profefs themfelves great admirers of this art, and 
that when notice is given of any capital pii^ures • 
to be difpofed of by way of au£lion, the rooms 
where they are to be exhibited are fufficiently 
crowded i but the misfortune is^ that three parts. 

ia 
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in four ef thofe numerous aflemblies are drawn 
thither more bj the dcfire of feeing one another, 
than any other motive : — diey look on it as one 
of the many ways of killing time, — - a morning's 
amufement, ana meet and laugh, make appoint* 
ments for parties of pieafure, and fometimes for 
gallantry :-— on fuch as thefe th^ works of a TV* 
tiatij or a Raphael, will have littlcLforce. — There 
are generals, who feem wholly unafFeded by the 
triumphs of old Rome j orators, who are unmoved 
with the attitude of a Cicero or a Demoflhenes ; 
and. ladies, whofe hearts are incapable of feeling 
either compai&on for a dying Lucretia^ or admi- 
ration of that famed Englijh princefs, whofucke<l 
the poifon from her hufband's wound. 

r 

The fame may likewife be faidofmany who 
frequent the theatres: — they regard the adlors 
more than the char afters they repre&nt, and feem 
snore interefted in the little quarrels they forne^ 
times have among thenifelves, than! ia the fate of 
die real heroes and heroines,— -The drefs, thd 
voice, the manner of JMr. ^in, Mr. Garrhk^ 
Mr. CihleTy Mrs. Harton^^Ars, Clivi^ Mrs* 
H^offington^ &c. &c. fhall be the fubjcft of long 
converfations, when not the kaft comment is 
made, or notice taken of the cruelties of king 
Richard^ the caufelefs jealoufy ciOthelk^ the filial 
piety oi Hufnht^ the virtue of AnJrcmaibe^ the 
reformation of lady Townly^ and all thofe ftriking 
charaders which the poets eidier attempt to per-, 
petuate or invent, as excitements to great aSions 
m fome, and leiTons of morality tod good condiiA 
ki others. 

YcT what is more trulv pleadng to a thinking 
mind, than to fee the moft renurkable paflTages of 
antiquity, the various manners of far diftant na* 
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tions, exhibited in the touching fcenes of well- 
wrote tragedy ! Or what more conducive to re«* 
forming whatever follies we are guilty of, than 
to find them artfully expofed in the ungalling fatire 
of genteel comedy ! 

To reform our manners^ andcorre«5l'ourcrrors> 
-—to infpire us with. high ideas of honour and vir- 
tue through the canal of pleafure, as the moft likely 
means of convey itig. them into the foul, was un* 
deniably the great end propofed in the inftitution 
pf the Drama \ and very manv of the ancient, and 
ibrne modern poets have happily fucceeded in it.-— « 
I have heard of perfons, who, confcious of fome 
fecret crime, have been fo ftruck with the repre* 
fentation of it on the ftage,'that they have gone 
home, confefled all, and pafied'their whole future 
lives in a kind of penance for their paft tranfgref* 
fions. Herbert fays, 

A verfe may catch bim who aJermonJUes^ 
And turn delight into afacriflccM 

But then to be amended either by this or any 
other method can be taken for that purpofe, we 
muft be a little attentive to the obje£b prefented 
to us; which, lamforry to obferve, is feklom the 
cafe of the audiences that of late frequent the 
theatres: — they feem difpofed to regard only what 
makes them laugh $ and even many of thofe, who, 
in complaijfance to perfons of a different way of 
judging, affe£i to be moft^illatisfied with the ma^ 
nagers of the playhoufes for introducing Pantomime^ 
are in their hearts pleafed with nothing elfe. 

SoM£ again will boldly argue in the defence of 
thofe dumb reprefentations:— they will tell you, 
that the Italians^ who are a ytij wife nation, 
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vouchfafe the higheft encouragement to them : — « 
that there is a great deal of wit and ingenuity in 
the contrivance of them ; and that it ibews the 
fkgacitv and penetration of an audience to compre- 
hend, Dj the motions of the performers, every de« 
iign of the piece, as well as if it were delivered in 
fpeech. —There is, I confefs, fome truth in this, 
where people give themfelves the pains of obfer^ 
vation ; but where they are too indolent to do that, 
and are diverted only with the transformationt 
of a Harlequin^ without any regard to the mo* 
tives he has for them, I fee no benefit they can 
receive from fuch an entertainment, but what 
ought arife from feeing a common tumbler or 
rope-dancer. 

In fine, there is nothing but what a thinking 
mind may reap fome advantage from s nor is there 
any thing, be its intrinfic merit never fo great, 
that a perfon without thought can be the better 
for : —-it is like mufic to the deaf, or a beautiful 
hndfcape to the blind. 

There is a mode of expreflion in every one's 
mouth, though I am afraid underflood by a few, 
and that is, when you would give the higheft 
compliment to any one, you fay he has a good tafte* 
-— This is a charader which all are ambitious of 
acquiring, as it is looked upon to imply the utQioft 
peife£tion of elegance and propriety m any thing 
you underuke.-— To explain the difiFerence of the 
irne Tinijalfe iafti^ hais employed the pens of man^ 
great authors ; and yet I think none have done it 
efiedually enough to give the reader that diftbft 
idea of it which is necefiary ; for what is the trut 
t^/fiy but a fine fancy blencfed with a ftrong yiig'* 
ment ! — What indeed, but that juft manner of 
thinking I bav^ been all thit time recommendii^ I 
' ' and. 
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land what iihtfalfe^ but a beedlefs following the 
lnotioxi$ of others I^-Afming to do as fome per- 
fons, whofe reputation for a fine genius is efta« 
bliihed, have done, without confidering that what 
is infinitely becoming in one, often happens to be 
the reverfe in another. —There are a thoufand 
circuikfiances which may render fuch an imitation 
aukward and prepofterousA and juiUy deferve to 
be called /tf^^ taje, • 

It is therefore the bufinefs of every one, wha 
would make a fhining figure in life, avoid any 
inconveniencies, reap any benefits, enjoy any per- 
manent felicity themfelves, or beftow it on others^ 
to gain as perfed): an acc^^uaintance as in them lies^ 
by thought and application, both with what they 
are^ and what they ought to attempt to bct 

End of the Fourth BooKt 
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N gratitude and complalfance to the firft 
•correfpondent the Female Spe^ator has 
yet been favoured with, it is the opinion > 

of our fociety that the entertainment 
prepared for thjis month fliould be poftponed, in 
order to infert her obliging letter, and purfuethe 
theme fhe has been fo good to give, which indeed 
cannot be too often nor too firenuoufly enforced* 

To the Female Spectator, 
Madam, 

rHO* you have not thought fit ^ in thojfls monthhf 
li^cubrations with which you have hitherto ob* 
*.' Hied 
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ligei the public^ to invitt any correjpondence^ and 
lam wMly ignorant whether a hint ^ communicated 
to you in this manner ^ will he acceptable j yet^ as 
the intention of your work is plainly to reform thofe 
errors in conduct j which^ if indulged^ lead on to 
^ices^fuch asmufl render ns unhappy for our whole 
lives^ I cannot forbear acquainting you with my 
fentiments on the undertakings and bow far I ttm 
pleafed or difpleafid with the execution* 

YOU are fenfthle that every thing which ap-^ 
fears in print pajfes through as many various cen^' 
fares as there are opinions in the readers ; but I 
affureyou I am of that number which authors call 
the courteous^ and take a much greater JatisfaSfion 
mapphtwling than condemning. — The praifes you 
receive ffom all the wife etnd virtuous^ I readily 
join in J and make as public as my way of life will 
permit. "•^I'tim a zealous defender of your caufe 
ogainjl all the cavils of conceited ignorance aful 
open libertinifm ; and where I imagine youfaU a 
little Jhort of my expeHations I am entirely filent* 
This I think is dfaling with you as a friend^ and 
you will not therefore take it ill if Ifometimes play 
the part of a monitor^ and remind you both noWf 
and at often as ijhall find occajion^ of any omif 
Jions^ which cannot befuch as you may not eafily 
atone for in the enfuing book ; or even venture to 
impart to you a few wandering notions of my own^ 
fince 1 leave you at full liberty either to conceal or 
publijb them as you may judge proper. 

NOTHING certainly can be moreiu/f than 
your definition of the pajfions^ or fnorepathetic than 
your reprefentation of the mifchiefs they bring upon 
mankind'^ but I think you have touched fomevibat 
too frghtly, or at leafi not been fo particular a$ 
might have betn expe&edfrom a Spedator^ on feme 

4 


1 


1 


Book 5. SPECTATOR. 217 

cfthoje innumtrabU ways that llcenfed luxury hat 
cf late invented to foodi or rather to excite the moji 
dangerous propenjities in youth. 

I am far from being of that aujlere nature 
ffme are J who make no allowances for the difference 
of agej and -deny to thofe under their tuition^ the 
innocent recreations which the early years of life 
demand : — on the contrary ^ I am for having them 
partake^ in a reafonahle degree^ every plea fur e this 
great world affords ; but then I would not have 
any of thofe pleafures become a bufinefs, and engrofs 
the attention fo much as to take it off from fubje^s. 
tf a more profitable kind^ thereby rendering dan^ 
gerous what is unhurtful in itjelf and making 
future time pay too dearly for the enjoyment of the 
prefeiit. 

SOME of our modern diverfion-mongers think 

it not enough to he every day contriving new enter • 

tainmentsfor our evenings amufement\ the morning 

too mufi be taken up in them^ as though we were 

horn for nothing but recreation. Vaux-hall, Cu- 

per's, and all thofe numerous places of rendezvous^ 

except Ranelagh-Gardens, content themfelves indeed 

ivith engr offing that part of our time in which hu-- 

ftnefs ufually gives way to pleafure j but this latter 

is not fatisjied without encroaching en thofe hourt 

which reafon and nature require Jhould be otherwife 

emploted. — There is not Jo great a fpace of time 

between me andyouth^ but I can very well remem^,, 

ier^ that after having paid my devotions to heaven^ 

tfoajhed^ dreffed^ and eat my bredkfaji^ the remain*- 

ing hours till noon were chiefly taken up with thofe 

vd)o in/lruSfed me in working, dancing, mufic^ 

writing, and thofe other neceffary accompUfhments 

tfmyfexy and thought^ that if I was allowed h 

take a little walk in St, JamesV-park, or in our 
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9wn garden J in order to get aftmnaA U my din^ 
her J it was as much relaxatiek'as I ought to exfeSt. 

I trained up my only daughter in the fame man^ 
ner I had been bred up myfelf^ and had no reafon 
tofufpeSf Jhe was dijfatisfied with this regulatton^ 
tiUjbe arrived at her fourteenth Tear j at which 
time Randagh unhappily gave notice there would be 
public breakfajling every morning. — This gave a 
turn very vexatious to met and prejudicial to the 
education I intended t^ bejlow on her : I immedi^ 
ately difcovered a remfinefs in all her former 
Jludies\ andy at lengthy a total averfion to them. — * 
72>^ French miftrefs is now a troublefome companion ; 
the needle a mojl odious employment ; thefpinnet is 
untuned; the mufic^books are thrown afide\ nothing 
feems worthy her regard but how to appear in tht 
genteelejl dejhabille at Ranelagh.— £wr^ morning 
my houfe is crowded with young ladies to call mifs 
'Biidy to go with them to breakfa/t at Randagh ; 
nothing is talked of at their return but vOhat was 
faid and done at Randagh, and in what drejffes 
they Jhall repair at night again to that charming 
place ; fo that the whole day is entirely taken up 
with it* 

Tell mcj dear Spedtator, is it confiflent with the 
tharaSfer of a woman of prudence to fuffer a young 
creature i ever whom heaven and nature had given 
me the fole authority ^ to eondu^ her f elf in this 
fajhionr '^Tet by what means is- the growing mif 
chief to be fuppreffed? — When I offer to Jet any 
bounds to this wild career^ I have only fuUennefs 
and whitnpering at home^ and no doubt cenfures i 
abroad for my great feverity. -— In vain are my 
remonjlrances on mifpending time in thofe giddy ram^ 
Hes ; all I can Jay makes not the leajf imprejjion ; 
^nd I dread to drive her to extremes ^ by laying thofe 
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re/iriifions en her which are mtejfary to hip her 
at b^nu.^^Who knows what lengths unthinking 
youth may run /— We often fee people of her years 
fatally ingenious in contriving methods to dif appoint 
the utmoft vigilance ofihofe who have the care of 
them ) and tf^ hy endeavouring topreferve her from 
one danger^ I Jhould prtmoke her to throw h erf elf 
into others^ IJhould be inexcufalle to myfelf, — The 
dilemma I labour under on this f core is terrible j — 
/ therefore conjure youj as you cannot be infenfible of 
what many affliSfed parents ^ as well as myfelf muji 
feely in feeing all the fruit of^ibeir long care and 
tendernefsfo near being blaftedj to f^ forth ^ in the 
moft moving and pathetic terms you can^ the folly of 
gadding eternally to thofe public places : ^^^onvince 
our young ladies of the lojs it is to themfehes^ how 
much it difjualipes them, for all the focial duties y 
renders them negleSful of what they owe to heaven^ 
and to thofe who gave them beings and incapable of 
being either good wives ^ good mothers^ goodfriendsy 
or good mijlrejfes 5 and thereby entails fiere unhap-^ 
pinejs on their own future days^ as well as on all 
thofe who have any relation to them* 

A public reproof from you may^ perhaps^ be more 
offeliual than all the private admonitions of their 
friends^ which they are too apt to look upon as words 
ofcourfe .--^the advice of a per f on who can havt 
no other interefl in giving it <^ than the generous part 
Jbe takes in the happinefs of her fellow-creatures ^ 
will certainly ftnk into the ftul of every one^ not 
wholly loji to aUfenfe of her, own good^ and com-' 
plete the wijhes of a great number of your readers j 
asweUa%of 

Your reah^tnirer^ 
Hanover-fquare^ ^nd mofl humble fervant^ 

Auguft 2, 1744. Sarah Oi^DFASHioif. 
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P. S; If the hopes I have in the Sft&aiorjbau/d 
fail me J 1 am refolved to f end Biddy to a rckition 
I have in Cornwalli whofe neareji neighhour is 
twelve miles diftant \ and whence^ . ifjhe continues 
her rambling humour y huge craggy rocks on the one 
fide^ and no lefs dreadful mines on the other j will 
be her only profpe^. 

The cafe of this lady I muft confefs is greatly 
to be coiximiferated, and muft be felt by all who 
either are, or have been mothers. — Could children 
be fenilble of the endlels cares, the watchings, the 
anxieties which attend paternal tendernefs, and how 
impoffible it is for them to return in kind thofe 
obligations, they would certainly avoid doing any. 
thing that might render fruitlefs the pains and la«t 
bour employed for their intereft ; — gratitude aa 
wdl as fdf-kive would make them ufe their utmoft 
efforts to improve the education beftowed on them ; 
but how bard it is to bring young people to a juft 
way of thinking, I have ^eac^ taken notice of 
in a £armer SpeSfator^ as I have fomewhere read. 

Experience vainly in our youth is fought ^ 
And^ with age purchas^d^ is too dearly bought. 

•' • • • 

Too many there arewlio know not bow (d 

live in the world tili they are ready to go out of, 

it; but, as Dryden fays. 

Let life pafs through them like aleakyjieve. 

Much therefore is it to.be lamented that fuch 
encouragements are given to the natural giddine6 
of youth, and that' the prevalence of example in 
thofe of riper years fhould afford a fan<fiioli to thofe 
in whom the love of ^aafure is lefs inexcufkble. 

Yet, after alU what are theoiighty pleafjires 
which tbefe walks, afford ?--Have not moft of 

our 
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our nobility who frequent them much more de- 
lightful receflfes of riieirown! — Can either if^'* 
tulaghy or any of thefe places where they pay for 
entrance, equal in elegance or magnificence many 
of thofe gardens, which they need but ftep out of 
their own apartments to enjoy the pleafures of !■— 
Nobody fure will pretend to fay the contrary ; 
but th^n indeed it may be alledged, that to fuch 
perfons, who by their high oiEces in the ftate, or 
attendance at court, are obliged ta keep much in 
town, places of relaxation are both neceilkry and 
s^reeable : it muft be acknowledged that they are 
fo, and it would be the higheft injuftice, as well 
as arrogance in a Spe^aior^ to pafs any cenfure on 
the great world for amufements, which are indeed 
prejudicial to the people of an inferior condition^ 
omy by being indulged to an excefs. 

But the misfortune is, that whatever is done 
hj perfons of quality prefently becomes the mode, 
which every one is ambitious of apeing, let it fuit 
ever fo ill with their circumftances : it is not the 
fine profpeii that Ranelagb is happy in, the plea- 
fant walks, the magnificent amphitheatre, nor the 
melodious founds that iflue from the orcheftre, that 
nuke the affembly there fo numerous ; but the 
vanity every one has of joining company, as it 
were, with their fuperiors ; — of having it in their 
power to boaft, when they come home, of the no- 
tice taken of them by fuch a lord, or fuch a great 
lady 5 to defcant upon their drefles, their behaviour, 
and pretend to difco^er who likes who ; what fine 
new-married lady coquets it with her huflband's 
intimate; what auke regards his wife with no 
more than an enforced compkifance j and whe*; 
ther the fortune, or perfon^ of the young heireis 
is the object of her obiequious follower's flame. 
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This ridiculous defire of being diougbt to have 
a knowledge of things, no leis out of their fjpbere 
to attam than unprofitable if acquired, is extremely 

{prevalent tn many people, efpecially among the 
ittle gentry \ and is one of the chief motives 
ivhich draw them in fuch crowds to all places 
waere their fuperiorsrefort. 

An affe^ation of this fort is not confined to 

^'^y ^gCy — ^c ^^^ 1^ ^o'^ flxteen to fixty ; but 
when it happens to gain entrance in the mind of a 
lady fo very young as mifs Btddy^ and is joined 
with that vanity of attraiSling admiration,^ and a 
train of lovers, which naturally arifes on the en- 
trance into their teens, it is not to be wondered 
at, that it is fo difficult to reflrain them from go- 
me to any place which flatters them with the gra- 
tification of their pride in both thefe points. 

I AM afraid, therefore, that Mrs. Oldfafiilm 
will find all herxndeavouis for this purpofe una- 
vailing, unlefs ihe has recourfe to force, which ihe 
feemsiittle inclined to put in pradice, ^and I can 
by no means approve, as the remedy might prove 
to be of worfe qonfequence than the difeafe : -«• 
much lefs would I advife her to fend her into 
CcrnwalL — A young lady of her vivacity, and 
who feems to have To high a reliih for the plea- 
fures of the town, finding herfelf fnatched away 
from every thing (he thinks a joy in life, and 
plunged into fo frightful a folitude, would certainly 
be able to preferve no degree of Sioderation.— 
If of a mild and gentle nature, inward repining^ 
and a waflring melancholy fhould prey upon her 
vitals, impair her health and underfbuiding, and 
by degrees render her both flupid and difea^ j— 
i^, on the contrary, there be the feeds of obfbinacy 
and perverfenefs in her foul, Ae will refcnt the 

cruelty 
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craelty ihe imagines herfelf treated with ; and, as 
confideration is not to be expeded at thofe years^ 
perhaps throw herfelf into much greater misfor- 
tunes than (he was fent thither to avoid, merely 
to prevent the too great caution of thofe who have 
the power over her : — either of thefe confequences 
muft be terrible to a parent ; fo that I am wholly 
againft ruiming fuch a hazard by exerting autho- 
rity in this manner. 

J [fVARIOy a gentleman of fortune and 
figure in the world, was left a widower with two 
daughters, who, in right of their mother. Were 
coheirefles of an eftate of upwards of a thoufand- 
pounds a year ; the eldeft, whom I (hall call Chrif^ 
tabella^ was extremely beautiful and full of fpirit, 
but LucilUiy her younger fifter, was of a fickly 
cosftitution, and confequently more dull,. and lefs 
qualified or inclined to converfation : (he never 
cared for ftirring out, or entertaining any company 
at home; but Ohriftahella^s airy difpofition would 
fcarce fuffer her to be at home : — the park, the 
play, the opera, the drawing-room, were the idols 
of her heart : — drefs, equipage, and admiration 
took up all her thoughts. — Youth, beauty, and for- 
tune are rarely pofrefled without an adequate pro^ 
portion of vanity \ and It muft be owned, this lady 
was not without it : — (he plumed herfelf on the 
daily conqudls her charms gained her ; and though 
(he had too much wit to believe all the flattering 
«4.eclarations made to her, bv fome perfons who 
were not in a condition to fiiliil their pretences, 
yet (he had not power enough to defend her from 
ta,king pleafure in them. 

In fine, though perfe£lly innocent, even in 
thought, of every thing to which virtue was repug- 
Xiam^ the gaiety 4^f her behaviour rendered her lia- 
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Ble to the cenfures of fome, who take a malicjou3f 
pleafure in blalring the characters of thofe more 
simiable than themfelves. — Her father, who was 
a- man of gallantry himfelf, and confequently too 
ready to mifinterpret any little freedoms taken hj 
cur fex as the efFe£l of an amorous inclination^ 
opened his ears to all the infinuations made him 
by thofe of their kindred, who had no good will 
to Chrijiahella^ on account of her not being able 
to reftrairi herfelf from frequently throwing out 
bittefjefts on fome of their too rigid rules : among 
trhom, or rather at their head, was an old maiden 
aimt, who lived in the fame houfe, and was, as it 
were, a kind of govcrnante over the two joung 
ladies : this ill-natured creature picked up all the 
ftories fhe could from the envjrers of her niece's 
perfection?, and reported them, with the moft 
aggravating additions, to Jharh^ conjuring hinr 
to lay his commands on her to be more circum* 
(pe£t in her conduct. 

CHRISTABELLA fkTLxUi at finding herfelf 
accufed of crimes which (he never had the leaftno* 
tion of, and would have died rather than been 
guilty of; but neither the difpleafure fhe found it 
gave her father, nor the regard (he had of her own 
reputation, were powerful enough to tnake her re- 
trench any of thofe liberties (he had accuflomed 
herfelf to take, and as (he knew them to be only 
fuch as (he couW anfwer to her own honour, 
fcetned altogether indolent how they might ap- 
pear in the eye of the world. 

Ik vain Jhario remon{h'ated, menaced, forbad 
her, on pain of forfeiting all pretenfiona to his fa- 
vour, ever to come any more into fome compaoy, 
or be feen in fome places (he had been ufed to fre- 
<}uent :-^no confiderations of the duty (he owed to 

him 
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him as a parent were' fuiEcient to reftrain her 
from following her inclinations ; and (he thought 
herfelf more injured by his believing the afperfions 
thrown on her, than (he could injure him by her 
difobedience. 

« 

It is highly prob^le, that the knowledge fhe 
was born to a fortune independent on him, went 
a great way towards emboldening her to a£l in this 
manner : — certain it is that her condu£b was fuch 
as plainly teftified Oie had but a fmall fhare either 
of love or fear for him ; which fo enraged him* 
as indeed he had juft caufe to hej that he made 
her be locked up in her chamber, and fuffered 
her to fee nobody but her aunt, whofe fociety 
Ihe would have been glad to have difpenfed with, 
and a maid-fervant, who came in to bring her food 
and other neceffaries. > 

But this confinement was fofar from hombling 
the haughtinefs of her fpirit, that on the contrary 
it rendered her more obftinate > and looking on the 
treatment (he received as the effe<S of tyranny ra- 
thei; than paternal care, (he no longer confidereO 
Alvario as her father, but a cruel gaoler, to whon% 
ibe would not condefcend to make the leaft i\xh^ 
miffion ; and when her aunt told her, that if die 
would promife to make a better ufe of her liberty 
than (he had done, (he would endeavour to prevail 
with her brother to pardon what was paft, (he an- 
fwered, that (he knew herfelf guilty of nothing 
that required amendment, and therefore would not 
pretend to make any alteration in her condu£l* 

In fine, (he behaved with fo little natural af- 
fection or duty, that Alvario was foon convinced 
he had taken the wrong method to bring her 
to a better way of thinking, and Repented he J>ad 
not made trial of more gentle means i but though 
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he cxtremdy loved hier, he thought it would be 
unbecoming his charafter to be the firft that 
ihould recede ; therefore continued her ccmfine- 
ment, flattering himfelf that ihe would in time 
petition him, at leaft for a releafe. 

Bttt while he was vainly expelling to bend a 
fpirtt fo untameable, (he was contriving means to 
make her efcape at once from his houfe and au* 
thority, refolving, if (he could once get loofe, to 
take lodgings, and oblige her father to put into 
her handb, or thofe of fome perfon fhe would 
nomiiMc as her gi^ardian, that part of the eftate, 
which fh^ wa3 too fenfible he could not withhold 
from her. 

The iirft attempt (he made for this purpofe 
was to get the maid that waited on her into her 
intereft ; but all the promifes ihe made being in<- 
effe^al to corrupt the integrity of this faithful 
creature, (he had tecourfe to a fi^iatagem, which 
one would be furprized to think fhould ever enter 
into the head of one who was not yet arrived at 
her fixteenth year. 

Pbn, inky and paper unhappily being not re- , 
fufed her, (he wrote a great number of little bil- 
lets, complaining of the injuftice fhe received from 
an inhuman &ther, who 1^ locked her up on pur- 
pofe to make her pine herfelf to death, that the 
yvhole of the efbte might defcend to his other 
more favoured daughter. — Thrfe (he folded up 
and direded^ 

7i any charitahk perfon vjhoftmHpafs ibis way^ 
mid has compajfion enough to affiji an ahmfed dough* 
Ur tn hen^ ejiapefrom tbe mofi barbaro'ksofaUfa'- 
4bors 
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Several of thefe letters (he threw out of tlie 
window as foon as it was dark, but they were ei« 
ther not feen and trod under foot, or fell Into the 
hands of fuch, as either kne^ rK>t what to make of 
them, or did not care to interfere in the aiFair. — 
At length, when (he grew half diflrafled at the ftu« 
pidity and infenfibility of the world, and began to 
defpair of the fuccefs (he aimed at by this means, 
as fhe was throwing out the laft (he intended to 
make trial of, fate dire<3ed it to light on the 
ihoulder of a gentleman, who happened to be 
knight-errant enough to attempt the relief of this 
diftre(r6d damfeU 

He faw from whence it fell by the light of a.. 
lamp which was oppoflte to the houfe, and heard 
the windo\K (hut juft as he took it up : — the ipo- 
ment he came home he examined the contents, 
and found fomethingfo whimfical in the adventure, 
that he refolved to fathom the bottom of it.— J-He 
w:as a man of no fortune, and had fupported the 
appearance of a gentleman merely by gaming; fo 
thought, that if the confined lady was really fuch 
as her letter fignified, he «ught not to neglect what 
his good genius had thrown in his way, but make 
ufe of the opportunity which gave him fuch faif 
hopes of eftabli(hing himfelf in the world. 

Early the next morning he made it his bufi- 
nefs to enquire among the neighbourhood into the 
circumftances of Alvario^ and was foon informed 
of the truth of eVery thing. — ^To be alTured that 
the young lady, who implored affiftance, had an 
efiate independent either of her father, or any one 
elfe, flattered his moft fanguine views, but which 
way he (hould let her know how ready he 'was to 
obey any injunftion (he (hould lay upon him fet 
the recovery of her libertyi was the great diffi<:ul* 
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ty. — To write, he perceived, would be in vain ; he 
fuppofed by the method fhe took, that fhe had no 
perfon whom flie could confide in, either for 
fending or receiving any letters ; or if (he had, was 
wholly ignorant who that perfon was : — at laft, 
after various turns of invention, he bethought him- 
fdf of one, dangerous enough indeed, but fomc- 
what he thought was to be ventured. 

The window from whence he found the lettef 
came, was but one ftory from the ground, and 
being a back-room, looked into a Httle courts 
which, though a thoroughfare, was not much fre- 
quented in the night. He therefore refolved to 
climb it, which he did, by the help of a ftep4ad- 
derhe procured, and brought himfelf to the place 
about the fame hour he had received the letter. As 
he made not the leaft noife in mounting, he looked 
through the glafs, and by the curtains not being 
entirely clofed, faw tftefair authorcfs of the fum* 
mons fitting in a melancholy pofture, leaning her 
head upon her hand : — he found (he was alone, 
and ventured to knock foftly againft the window : 
— (he ftarted at the noife, but being of a difpoft*^ 
tion far from timid, ftepped toward the window,, 
which he immediately drew up on the outfide, 
and making zi low a bow as the poiture he was 
in would admit, Bs not alarmed, fair creature^ 
,faid he, / cewe to offer you that aj/t fiance which 
this mandate tells me your condition requires, ^^In 
fpeaking thefe words, he prefented her with the 
billet (he had thrown ; — the fight of which diffi^ 
pating all the apprehenik>ns (he might have on his 
heing there, on fome lefs agreeable defign, (he 
thanked him for the trouble he took, and the dan- 
ger to which he expofed himfelf, in the mo(l grate* 
tul and obliging tetms : — after this, as time would 
Aot permit much cercmot^y on either fide, (be in^ 

formed 
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formed him, that the fervice (he intreated of him 
was firft to provide a lodging for her in feme houfe 
of reputation, and that he would come again th^ 
next night and help her to defcend from the win^- 
dow, there being no other way of her getting out > 
of the houfe. — This he afiured her of perform- 
ing, and (he promifed him that (he would return* 
the obligation with every mark of gratitude a 
Virtuous woman had to beftow,or a man of honour 
douki exped : — after which he defcended,- anct 
(he made faft her window, both of them hi^^^hly 
fatisfied with this interview, though for different 
reafons ;^^ full of hopes of regaining her dear li- 
berty , and biy of having it in his power to oblige 
her to enter into a fecond, and more lafting con« 
finement. 

The gamefter was not remifs in any thing (hat 
might contribute to the gaining fo rich a prize as 
Chrijlabilla ; he prepared a lodging for her fur^^ 
aiihed in a very complete noanoer, but it was att 
die houfo^of a perfon to whom, he communicated 
the whole of this aflFair,. and who had reafons to 
aA in fucb a manner as fiiould forward his deftgns. 

When the appointed hour arrived, he repaired 
to the windaw; whire Cbrijtabilk (locU in full 
«}r);>e£btii>A of Ms cbming^ and no fooner faw the 
tadder fixed than (he defc^nded, without exa<£ling 
ianif 0thl9r {A'omife from her deliverer than whal 
flie had received from him the night before. 
• - • ■ . 

Some hours before her departure, (he wrote a 
fetter to her father, and laid it in a place where 
(he was tertain it would be found as foon as her 
flight (hould be dffcovered. The terms in which 
file exprefTed herfdf to him were as follow : 


w 

t 
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Sir* 

rHE cruel ufage I have received from you mates 
me imagine you forget you gave me beings and 
ahfolves me from the duty I otherwife /hould ewe you 
as a father : — I go for ever from yoUy and expe^ 
you will not force me to take any meafures unbe^ 
coming the chara€ier of a daughter^ tn order to 
gain poffeffion of my birthright^ which you have 
^9ng enjoyed the ufe of^ and is high timejbould now 
devohe on. 

Sir, 
Your much injured daughter, 

Christabella. 

A COACH that waited at the end of the ftreet 
conveyed her to her new lodging, and the perfon 
who attended her thither, omitted nothing that 
might iiifpire her with a high 'idea of his honour, 
and alfo make her think he was not her inferior 
either in birth or fortune. Late as it was, he oh* 
liged her to fit down to a very elegant cdllatioa 
he had caufed to be provided. 


At iirft (he was highly ddighted with her 
oeption ; but fopper was no fooner over than he 
began to fpeak his mind more freely, and let her 
know he had not taken all this pains but with a 
view of becoming the mafter both of ber perfon 
and eftate: he made this declaration, however,, iit^* 
die moft fubmiffive terms, and accompanied wit|i 
a (hew of the utmoft paffion and adoration of ^epf . 
charms; and as (he had been accuftomed to h^ 
profeffions of this nature, (he was not greatly di(^ 
pleafed with thofe he uttered, and affeaed to mlljr 
what he faid with the fame gaiety (be bad treated/^j 
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her former admirers ; but, alas F ihe foon found 
he was not to be put ofF in that manner ; he prefled 
her for an immediate promife of marrying him the 
next morning, told her that he was extremely fe« 
Tious in the affair, and expe^ed ihe (hould be fo 
too, and'that he was determined not to quit her 
prefence till he had an aflurance of being h^r 
hufband. 

She now began to tremble, and as ihe has con* 
feiled, wiihed herfelf again under jtlvarh*s roof: 
•— ihe was in the power of a man utterly a ilran* 
ger to her, and who feemed refolute enough to at- 
tempt any thing he had a mind to : — no viiible 
wayof efcaping the danger with which her honour 
wa^^reatened, unlefs ihe complied with his de- 
fires^ offered itfelf to her : — the more ihe refleded 
on her condition, the more dreadful is appeared ; 
and ihe at lait, in fpite of all the greatnefs of her 
fpirit, burit into a flood of tears. 

As he did not want wit, and exerted it all on 
.this occafion, he faid the moil endearing things to 
her, laying the bi^me of the compulfion he was 
obliged to make ufe of^ on the excefs of hb love, 
and theapprehenfions he was in, chat if he let ilip 
this opportunity, ihe would not hereafter liilen to 
his vows :— he added alfo, that if the place of her 
abode ihould bedifcovered by Alvarh^ the aatbo*- 
rity of a father might force her back into that con- 
finement, from which ihe had, but with the ut-> 
moil difficulty, got out of; — whereas, when ihe 
was once a wife, all former duties and obl^ations 
would be difTolved, and ihe would be only under 
the power of a huiban^ to whom her will ihould 
ever be a law. 

DuRiKG this difcourie a ftrange vici^tude of 
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different paffions rofe in her troubled mind ; — « 
fometimes foftened by the flattering expreffioos of 
his love and admirationj -^ inflamed with rage at 
others, when ibe coniidered that he had the bold* 
tiefs to think of forcing her inclinations : — the in^ 
difcretion of trufling herfelf in the hands c^ a man 
(o wholly a ftranger, now fhewed itfelf to her in 
its true colours ; one moment (he argued mildly 
with him how incompatible the laying her under 
conftraint was^ with the refpe& he pretended for 
her ; the next, (he reproached him, and tefti(ied 
the utmoft fcorn at his proceeding; by turns de.- 
fcended to footh and to revile ; both which were 
equally effediual : he replied to every thing (he 
faid with all the humility of the moft befeeching 
and obfequious love^ yet the purport of his words 
convinced her the refolution he had taken was un* 
alterable, that (he had ho means of avoiding being 
his, and that all in her own choice, was to be his 
miftrefs, or his wife. 

GiREAT part of the night being now dapfed, 
and no poffibility of prevailing with him^ (he at 
length yielded to neceflity, and confented to marrj 
him; on which he left l)er to take what repofe (q 
unexpe&ed a cbangeof fortune would permit; but 
that no chance or contrivance might deprive him 
of his hopes, obliged her to make the woman of 
the houfe the partner of her bed. 

When at liberty to ruminate on the accidei^ 
bad befallen her, the compuKton (he was under 
feemed to her the moft vexatious part of it :— the 
perfon and conver fation of her intended bridegroom 
had nothing in them difagreeable to her ; he had 
the appearance of a man of fa(hion, and had fworx^ 
a thoufand oaths that his birth and fortune were 
fuch, as none of her kindred would have caufe to 

blame 
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blame her choice of him : — he had told her his 
name, which happening to be the fame of a very 
great family, (tho% in reality, he was not at all 
i^lated to them) (he imagined it would be no de- 
meaning of herfelf to be called by it j therefore 
cafily flattered herfelf that it was, as he pretended^^ 
only the violence of the pa/Bon (he had infpired 
him with, which made him take the methods he 
did for the gratification of it r^ — this vanity con- 
tributed greatly to her eafe, and made her, with 
lefs rduSance, perform the promife he had ex- 
torted from her. 

In fine, they were married, after which he car- 
ried her into the country under^ the pretence of 
diverting her, but in reality to elude any profe- 
cution which might be made againft him for 
dealing an beirefs. 

AL FJRTO^ indeed, no fooner found thedct- 
tcr fhe had left for him, than he fearched for her 
at every, houfe where it was known ibe. had the 
leaft acquaintance J and not being able 4i^iiBar the 
kaft tidings of her, doubted not biit (he was gone 
away with fome perfon for whom (he had a fecrct 
affection. 

CHRISTABELLAj in the mean time, grew 
perfedUy reconciled to her lot, and not in the leaft 
doubting but her hufband was in reality of the fa« 
miiy and fortune he had told her, was conti&^ly 
importuning him, to demand the writings of J:h^ 
eftate out of her father^s hands ; but he liad too 
itiuch cunning to comply, and feeming not tp ire* 
gard her wealth fince be had got poffeiEoa of her 
perfon, won fo far upon her aCs to create in her a 
moft perfect affedlion ; and it was not till after he. 
f6und himfelf affured that (he would not join ia 

any 
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any th'ng agsiinft him, by being the ms^er of her 
heart, and that (be was pregnant, that he brought 
h^r to town, and fufFered their marriage to be de- 
clared ; but it no fooher was fo, than the whole 
truth of his circumftances was alfo divulged : — - 
Mvario was like a man deprived of reafon ; all her 
kindred and friends were inconfolable ; every one 
who wifhed her well, amazed and (hocked, and the 
whole town full of no other fubjed of difcourfe. 

CHRIST ABELLAhtritMl, at the firft difco- 
very of the deception had been put upon her, felt 
a refentment, which nothing but her own beha- 
viour can defcribe : — (he threatened to abandon 
this unworthy hufband, and leave him to that 
punf(hmesit the law infli£b on ther crime he had 
been guilty of : — (he had even packed up her 
doaths and jewels for that purpofe ; yet did his 
intreaties and pretended paffion for her, added to 
the condition flie was in, and the reflexion how 
dreadful a reproach it would be to the child (he 
¥^as to bring into the world, (hould the father of it 
be brought to fo infamous a fate, prevail on her to 
continue with him, and content herfelf with vent- 
ing her indignation in the mofl: bitter terms (he 
could invent : all which he bore with a (hew of 
patience, as he knew it was not yet time to exert 
any authority, but kept in mind every reviling 
word, refolving to revenge it hereafter. 

But not to fpin this little narrative to a too 
tedious length, he had artifice, and (he had good 
nature enough, to brin^ about an entire forgivenefs 
on her part : — (he did every thing he requefied 
of her; — fht a(rured whoever fpoke to her of the 
aiFair, that no impofition had been praSifed on 
her ; — that (he knew beforehand the true circum- 
dances of the perfon who was now her bu(band i 

and 
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and that the love fhe had for him made her over- 
look the difparity between them. — She employed 
a lawyer to go to her fiather on the account of the 
eftate, and before the affair was wholly determined^ 
the death of her fifter gave ber a right to the 
whole ; which Jlvario^ feeing there was no re- 
medy, was obliged to refign. 

The pofleffion of this eftate difcovered to Chri^ 
JiaheUa how.miierable fiie was^ the feeming ten* 
dernefs aiid fubmiflive temper of her hufband had 
made hdr not doubt but fhe always would be the 
fole miftrefs both of her a£iions and fortune ; but 
all being now compleated, and he having nothing 
more to fear from her difpleafure, he prefently 
made her feel the efFe£ls of the power he had over 
her^ and that he had not forgot the difdain with 
which ihe had treated him daring the continuance 
kA her rage. 

A SPIRIT like her*3 wiis not eafy to be broke^ 
yet did he accomplifli the t^ in a very few 
months : — it is now her bJim to fue, and often fue 
in vain for a fmall (hare ot her own wealthy which 
he profufely lavilhes abroad among his former com* 
panions, leaving her at home to lament alone her 
wretched ftate. 




Ne VER was a greater tyrant, he denies her eycia^ ,^: 
the privilege of vifiting, or being vifited by thofo'-'^r^ 
who would wifh to continue a correfpondence with 
her; as for her father and kindred, not one among 
them would ever fee her fince her elopement, and 
the difcovery of her marriage : — no words can 
paint the mifery of her condition, and to render 
It worfe, diere is hot the Ic^ appearance of any 
relief but by death. 

It 
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It is certain that the fate of fo difobedient 9 
daughter, cannot excite much commiferation in 
the world ; but it ought to be a warning to all 
parents, who wifh to fee their children happy, to 
ftudy carefully their difpofitions before they go 
about to treat them with ungentle means, and ra- 
ther condefcend Xofootb an obfiinate temper, than 
iompel it to a change. — Where there is vanity 
and felf-fuffictency, it muft be only time and reflec- 
tion that can convince them what they ought to 
fio ; and if, by laying fome pleafures in their way, 
lefs prejudicial than thofe to which they are ad^ 
dided, one could divide the inclination fo as to 
render the former lefs ftrong, it might be eafy, by 
degrees, to bring them to an indifference for all. 
—-This is a method which might at leaft be made 
trial of, and, I foncy, wouM more often anfwer 
the end than fail. 

If Mrs. Oldfaftnm would, therefore, wean 
Mifs Biddy from the immoderate delight (he has 
taken at prefent in Ranehgh-gardensy and the com* 
piny who frequent that place, it might be right 
to vary the /cene ; but in my opinion altogether 
the ceverfe, to change it to one where only difmal 
objeAs ofiering to the view, fhould render the paft 
more^plea&ng in idea, than they were even in en* 
joyment. 

Did not reafons of ftatcj which the Spe^ator 
muft not prefume to fathom, engage us at prefent ^ 
in a war with France, I ihould advife to fend a 
young lady too much biggoted to any one pleafure, 
mto that polite country, where ilie would find fo 
' vaft a variety, as would give a quite different torn 
to her temper, and make her defpife all that be« 
fore feemed fo inchanting to her. 

I fox fi« 
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I FORESEE that mzny, on reading this pal 
graph, will be aftoniihed, and cry out, that fol* 
lowing this counfel fhe would lofe all reliih for the 
delights her own country affords, only to become 
more fond of thofe of another ! — ^ThisobjeSion at 
firft may appear plaufible enough, but when con- 
fidered, will b^ found of no weight ; for befides 
the remembrance of thofe dear friends {he has left 
behind, there is fomething of a natural partiality in 
us all, to the place which gave us birth, which 
would make her, in a fhort time, wifh to return ; 
fo that of confequence, (he would be much fooner 
cured of this immoderate love of pleafure, than by 
eqjoying it in a place where nothing is abfent ta 
her wiCbes. 

There arealfo two reafons which render the 
indulging one's felf in all, or any particular kij 
of dtveriion, lefs prejudicial in France than it fre- 
quently proves in England: — the firft, becaui 
whatever time is fpcnt in them is fo far from being 
wholly loft, that it is rather an improvement^ 
than a diminution of the edu(;ation we have before 
received, as every body muft allow that know* any 
thing of the cuftoms of that nation : — the arriv^ 
of a foreign lady is no fooner known, than fhe is 
invited to partake of all their entertainments ; -▼ 
(he immediately enters into balls, ailemblies, maf-* 
querades, and a continual round of pleafure in the 
palaces of princes, andhouiesofperfonsofthefirfl: 
quality, where (he is treated with the utmoft ele*?. 
gance and delicacy, and hears nothing of thofe im* 
pertinences and loofe ribaldry, (he is.liabli^ .to be 
perfecuted with, in thofe mixed companies dt our 
mercenary, places of refortj where all, without 
diftin<ftion, are admitted for their money, — A 
woman of honour ought to tremble to think what 
creatures may join in convcrfation with her in 

ibmc 
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fome of oat public rendezvous, who will not fail 
afterwards to boaft of an acquaintance with her^ 
and take notice of her as fuch, if they happen to 
fee her in any other place. — Few of our Englijh 
beaus have the difcretion a French gentleman had, 
who had been in the gallery at an opera in Paris^ 
and fitting near a fine lady^ who being dreifed, as 
he thought, a little too gay for that part -of the 
houfe, he took for zfille dejey^ and acCofted with 
alt the freedoms ufed to women of that charaSer : 
—-{he gave herfelf no pains to undeceive him, but 
evaded fuffi^ring him to attend her home, as he ex* 
pe£ledtohave done. Some dap after, happening to 
fee her going into court, attended by a great num- 
ber of pages and footmen, he aiked a perfon who 
ftood near, who that lady was, and was anfwered, 
madame de Charleroy^ one of the princeflcs of the 
blood. Aihamed of his former behaviour to her, 
he was fculking away as faft as he could, but her 
penetrating eyes immediately difcovered her would^ 
have-hun gallant, and making him be called back, 
What^ monfiiur^ (aid (he ironically, is tbt lady jm « 
entMained with fo much freedom at the opera j a 
few nights fince^ not worth afingkfalute ? — O 
madam, returned he, with an admirable prefence 
of mind, In ^ Paradife we were en an equality, hit 
noiu I know the refpeSf due to madame de Cbarle- 
roy. On which (be laughed, and owned the blame 
was wholly her own, for indulging a frdic, which 
carried her to a place, where ue could fo little be 
expelled to be found. 

Had this tranfa£lion happened at any of our 
public diverfions, it ispoffible the lady need not have 
been at the trouble to have the gentleman called 

backs 
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back ; he would have made her a low bow to (hew 
his breeding, and never refted till he had gone 
thtoii^h all the coffee- houfes in town, and enter- 
tained the company with hb intimacy with acer* 
tain great lady, whom, if he did not dire£tly name, 
he would take care to defcribe in fuch a manner 
as every one fhould know* 

I APPEAL to our ladies themfelves, if they have 
not fometimes be^n put to the blufh, by being 
claimed as acquaintance by perfons of both fexes, 
whom they have happened to join with in thofe 
promifcupus aflemU^es^; and by whom it is unbe- 
coming of their chafa3ers even to be mentioned. 

The other reafon I promifed to give why the 
partaking of all kinds of diverfions in France is 
not attended with the (ame ill confequences as in 
England J i$ this: — ^the innocent freedoms allowed 
in ourfex, give no encouragement to thofe of the 
other to expedi fuch as are not fo ; it being, with- 
out-all queftion, a place of the greateft gaiety, leaf): 
fcandal, and leaft room for it, of any in the world : 
—the gentlemen there addrefs, prefent, and treat, 
with no other view than to (hew their own gallan- 
try ; and the ladies receive all the marks of refpeft 
that can be paid them, as the privilege of their fex, 
and not as proofs of any particular attachment. 

I AM forry to fay, that in Engtandy ladies even 
of the firft quality are treated with very great in- 
difference, except by thofe men who have a defign 
upon them ; and as for women of inferior condi- 
tion, tho' poflefled of the moft extraordinary ta- 
lents (^ mind or Body, they may (hew themielves 
as much as they pleafe, in all public places, without 
being able to m^e then)felves be ^en notice of, 

if 
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if they allow no hope of one day purchafing dif* 
tindion at too dear a rate. 

On the whole, therefore^ as vanity^ and the 
defire of admiration, are the chief motives which 
induce our very young ladies to thefe continual 
rambles, France is the only place where they may 
find their inclinations gratified to its full extent, 
without danger to their virtue, or prejudice to their 
reputation. But as the enmity at prefent betweea 
the two nations, renders fuch an excurfion im- 
pradicable, my correfpondent might fend miii 
Biddy f under the care of fome relation, or other 
prudent perfon, if her affairs permit her not to gp 
herfelf, to Bathy TunbridgCj or Scarborough ; in 
iine, to any place where (he might be- entertained 
with fomething, that fbould render her forgetful 
of what ihe now fo much delights in. 

. It would be extremely fortunate for her, i^ 
while her paiEon for the pleafures of Ranelagb are 
in their zenith, one of her kindred or intimates 
ibould happen to marry, and go down into the 
country to celebrate their nuptials : •— to acGom>- 
pany the new-joined happy pair, and be witne6 of 
the rural fports, invented for their welcome, bj 
the innocent country people, woujd perhaps be a 
fcene too novel not to have fome charms for h^ri 
•— the woods, the fields, the groves, the fweet 
j)urling ftrean»s, the born, the halloo of thehuntf- 
men, and the chearful ruddy countenance of thofe 
who purfue thechat^, afFord alfo a ^eafing variety 
of amufement. — By ways like thefe, I fancy m 
might be cheated, as it were, into a tafte more 
fuited to make her happy, and brought to a more 
regular way of thinking, without feeming to en« 
deavour i^ 


i This 


V 


Book $. SPECTATOR. 241 

i 

This is indeed a crifis which calls for the'ut- 
moft precaution in a parent : I am told by perfons 
who are always confulted on every occaiion that 
relates to pleauire, that a fubfcriptlon is intended, 
fonie fay aftually on foot, for ridottoes anrd maf- 
querades at Ranelagh next winter ; and if fo, our 
young ladies will probably live there all night as 
well as all day. — Whether Mr. Heidegger will 
have intereft enough to prevent this invafion of 
his province, I know not 5 but if it (hould go on, 
one may venture to pronounce, without being any 
great conjurer, that thofe nodurnal rambles will 
be found of more dangerous confequence at Chel* 
fea^ than they have proved at the Haymarket, 

I communi6;aT£i> this piece of intelligeij^ 
to a young lady, who at prefent pafTes the greatefl: 

fiart of her time at Ranelagh^ and never in my 
ifc did I fee a creature fo transported : — her eyes 
fparkled,- her lips quivered, all her frame was iji 
agitation, through eagernefs to knowfomethmg 
farther of this important affair i and when I men- 
tioned the apprehenflons I had, that if fuch a de- 
iign fhould take place, it might be prejudicial to 
the health of thofe who {hould venture themfelvcs, 
in the damps of winter, in a place fo near the vnd.- 
teVy'^O madam, cried fhe, one cannot catch cold at 
Ranelagh!— ^I could not forbear, after this, givi;ig 
Jier fome broad hints of other inconveniencies, 
ivhich might' probably attend being fo far from 
home, at hours th^t might encourage attempts, po 
way agreeable to the modefty of our fex ; on 
which the only faid, Ifard, madam^ how you talk / 
—And all my admonitions had no other efiFed, 
than to make her {herten her vifit ; no doubt to 

impart the difcourfe we had together to fome of 
her acquaintance, and to ridicule xay want. of 

tafte. 
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She has one motive, as I bave been^ told 1>]r 
the men, which, notwithfta.ndbg, fhe would be 
very unwilling to acknowledge, for her preferring 
jnafquerades to all other public dtverfions ; which 
is^ that fhe never bad a handfome thing faid to her 
out of a vizard ;— nature, it is certain, having n6t 
been over curious in the fomfiationof berfeatures^ 
and that cruel enemy to beauty, the fifiaD-pox, has 
rendered them yet lefs delicate ; btit with the help 
of new ftays once a monfh, and (bait lacing, flie 
lias a tolerable (bape ; but then her neck fuiSbrs 
for it, and cohfefies in fcarlet blufhes, the cdn- 
ilnunt put upon her waift : — this misfortune, 
Jiowever, ihe conceals tinder a hanclkerchief or 
pelerine, and high tucker, and never trips it in 
the walks without fome Ihare of admiration from 
thofe who follow, and are not nimble enough to 
overtake ber« 

A MAs<yrER ADK may, diereibre, well be the 
delight of her heart, where the advantageous part 
of her only is revealed ; yet, though ihe cannot 
be infenfible of what is amiable m heriefiF, and 
what the contrary, as ihe lodks (b often in her 
glafs, fhe was weak enough lafl winter to lay her* 
felf open to a rebuff px the masquerade, which 
occafioned a good deal of raillery among thbft 
who heard of it* 

To difplay all her petfedions in the befl li^ 
file could,' fhe afTumed the habit of a Diana^ a 

Jreen velvet jacket, fringed with filver, made ib 
rait, that, as I heard, her chambermaid fprained 
botii her thumbs with buckling it on, very much 
added to her natural ilendernefs : — a filver crcf- ^ 
cent glittered on her head, which had no oriier ; 
covering than her hair, of which indeed fhe has a 
j^reat deal, and v^ell coloured, braided with nxws 

of 
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. of pearl and Rowers interfperfed ; the vizard on» 
it muft be owned (he made a very complete figure, 
and attraded the eyes of a good part of theafiem* 
biy who were there that night. 

But 'that which flattered her ambition moft 
.. was, that the great ImJferU took notic&of her; and 
imagining that a real Fenus might be hid under the 
££litious Diana, ordered a nobleman who ftocd 
. near him, to go to her, and prevail with her to 
. conie to the beaufet and unmaik. — ^He, who wa.<i 
not unaccuftomed to fuch employments, readily 
flew to execute his commiffion, and after having 
brought her to the higheft pitch of vanity by the 
moft extravagant compliments, to crown all«. let 
her know who it was tliat fent him, and on wh<u 
errand. — Charmed as flie was with the praifes he 
gave her, it was fome time before (he yielded ta 
do as he-defired ; but at laft her refolutioir was 
fubdued, by the rcfledtion that fhe ought not 'to 
refufe any thing to Imperh, and (he fuffered hir- 
felf to be conducted by him to the beaufet, near 
. which Imperio ftood, who prcfented her with a 
glafs of wine with his own hand, accompanied 
with many conjjpliments ; both which (he received 
with a low obeifance» and at the fame time^piuckcd 
x>S her mafk. 


*:*' 


But fatal was this complaifance to all her h'op^ : ' 
^^Imperio ftarted back, and above the nccelEty of 
concealing the diiappointment of his expc«51atfons, 
*— // will not dof my lord, faid he to the nobleman, 
it will not do, andlamforry J gave you fo much 
trouble* 

Sever A J. of tlie company, whom this adven- 
ture had drawn to that j»rt of the room, faw her 
face before flie could be quick endugh to replace 
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her mafk ; and a much greater number heard iat 
words Imperio fpoke, as he turned from her 5 fo 
tiiat the whole time fhe flaid afterwards fhe was 
faluted with nothing but^ // will not doy and a 
loud laugh. 

Had fhe been miftrefs of refolution enough to 
have refified the importunities of the emiflary-lordy 
and the commands of Imperio^ fhe would doubt' 
lefs have heard many praifes of the charming D/- 
ena repeated afterwards in company; whereas now 
the myflery was revealed, and the real Diana 
known, her greatefl intimates could not forbear 
bughing at £e mortification fhe had received; 
and on every little difpute with any of them, the 
way they took to be revenged, was to cry. It will 
not da^ 

Much more lovelv women than the perfoni 
have been fpeaking of, have fometimes met widi 
little indignities andilights, which their pride could 
ax fu^m : and, indeed, how fhould it be other- 
wife ! tiitmtn are fb cenforious, that they look on 
all thofj/of our fex, who appear too much at thefc 
public places, as fettingthemfelves up for {ale, and 
therefore taking the liberty of buyers, meafureui 
with their eyes from head to foot ; and as the moft 
perfe£b beauty may not have, charms for all who 
gaze upon her in this fcrutinous maimer, few 
there are, if any, who have not found fome vi^ 
will pafs by her with a contemptuous tofs, no kft 
figniiicant than the moft rudeVord$ ^uld be< 

O WHEREFORE then will not women endo- 
your to attain thofe talents wbi^h ar^ fqre of com- 
manding refped f — No form fo faultlefs, but die 
enquiring qres of wstntoo aad tingenerous v^esi 
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may find a blemifh in. But (he who has not the 
leaft pretence to beauty, has it in her power^ 
would ihe but once be prevailed upon to exert it, 
to awe the boldef!'} or moft affeSedly nice liber- 
tine into fubmiffion, and force him to confefs her 
worthy of a ferious attachment. — If even by indi- 
gence of circumftances, or the unjuft parhmony 
lome parents are guilty of, fhe is denied the means 
of cultivating her genius, and making herfelf mif- 
tirefs of thofe expenfive accomplifhrnents, which 
might render her, what we call, a fhining figure 
in the world, innocence and modcfly are itill her 
own, .they were born with her, they will coft 
nothing to preferve, and, without the aid of any 
o'her charm, will be a fure defence from all in- 
fults. ' • 

Modesty is the charafteriflic of our fex ; it is 
indeed the mother of all thofe graces for which we 
can merit either love or efteem : — fweetnefs of 
behaviour, meeknefs, courtefy, charity in judging 
others, and avoiding all that wiU not Aand the tell 
of examination in ourfelves, flow from it : — it is 
the fountain head, as well as the guardian of our 
chaftity and honour, and when it is once thrown 
off,* every other virtue grows weak, and by degrees 
is in danger of being wholly loft : — ihe who is 
poflefied of it can be guilty of no crime, but fhe 
who forfeits it is liable to fall into all. 

How far it is confiflent with that decent referve, 
or even that foftnefs fobecoming in womankind, 
I leave any one to judge, who has been wltnefs in 
what manner fome ladies come into public aflem- 
blies : — ^they do not walk but ftraddle, and fome« 
times run with a kind of frifk and jump ; — throw 
their enormous hoops almofl in the faces of thofe 
frtio pafs by them ;«-firetch out their necSs, and 
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roll their eyes from fide to fide, tixipatient to take 
the whole company at one view ; and if they hap- 
pen to fee any one drefled lefs exad^ according to 
the mode* than thcmfelves,. prefently cry out, — 
Antiquity ioperfeSfien ! — A picture rf the loft agef 
' — then burft into a laugh, loud enough to be heard 
at two or three furlongs difiant ; happy if they 
can put the uiifortunate obje£t of their ridicule out 
of countenance. — Can fuch a behaviour pais upon 
the world /or modefty> good-manners^ or good-. 
nature ! 

I do not pretend to fay, that all the ladies who 
give themfelves tn air of boldnefs, merely becaufe^ 
it is the faihion, are guilty of any thing which may 
arraign their chaftity ; many may be innocent in 
hQ.y who are not fo in ihew : but are they not then 
greatly cruel to tbemfelves to afTuhie the appear* 
ance of vices they arcfree from ? — Some are placed ' 
fo high as to have their adtions above the reach or 
fcarid^il ; and others, by their avowed manner of 
^li(e, render themfelves below it j but it is to thofe 
I (\x:^k who have reputation to Ide, and who are 
not ahcgetber fo independent, as not to have it 
tlreir intcrcft to bethought well of by the world. 

F A R be it from me to debar my fex from going 
to thofe public diverfions, ^ which, at prefent, 
make fo much noife in town ;-^nonc of them but 
may be enjoyed without prejudice, provided they 
are frequented in a reafonable manner, and beba-^ 
vcd at with decency : — it is the immoderate ufe^* 
or rather the abufe of any thing, which renders the' 
partaking it a fault.*— What is more a^eeable than 
freedom in converfation, yet when it extends ta 
levity and wantonnefs, what more contemptible 
and odious !-*-Some pleafure is doubtle^ neceilary 
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to the human fjrfteno; taken in moderation it in* 
vigorates both mind aip4Kxly, but indulged to 
excefs is equally pernicicuis : — in fine, it ought 
never to break in upon thofe hours which, with 
greater propriety, niight be devoted to bufinefs in 
perf<xis of maturity, and to improvement in the 
younger fort. 

TiM«, always precious, can never be more Co 
than in our early years ; — - the firft ideas make 
the ftrongefl and moft lafting impreffion : — whila 
the genius is free, and unclogged with any of the 
cares of life^ and the foul a6ls through the organs 
of the body, uninterrupted with any paffions, Jif- 
cafes, or difafters, then it is that we fhouid endea- 
vour to lay in a ftock of knowledge for our whole 
lives J —to acquire thofe accomplifhments which 
alone deferve, and will certainly attraft refpeft ; 
and to eiliahlifh fdlid principles of virtue, which 
hereafter growing up into pradice, will conduce 
to the happinefs of all about us, as well of our- 
felves. 

This crifis, if once neglefled, can never be re-, 
trievcd, aijd will fooner or later be attended with 
a feyere repentance. — How melancholy a thing 
muft it be for a lady to hear others, who haVc 
better huib^nded the ine(Umable moments, ex- 
tolled for perfections fhe is confcious ihe might 
have excelled in, had {he not ralhly and inadver- 
tently let dip the golden opportunity ! 

Nor are the hours employed in pleafure all 
Ijiat are loft by it, efpecially when it happens to be 
of , that fort which takes us much out of our own 
houfes : — - the idea of it is apt to render us indo^ 
lent in our affairs, even the little time we are at 
home. — Where the heart is, the thoughts will 
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Continually be when the body is abfent ; — the 
darling topic engrofies too much of the mind, and 
occafions an inattention to every thing but itfelf. 
It is not, therefore, greatly to be wondered at, that 
young ladies, who caimot %e expeAed to have 
that folidity which experience only teaches, fhould 
feem fo carelefs in improving time, when we fee 
very many of tliofe, who have been marriedyears, 
ncgle£l their hufbands, children, and fanlfll%s, to 
run galloping after every new entertainment that 
is exhitited. 

But as there is great room to fear the prefent 
age is too far loft in luxury and indolence (o liften 
to any remonftrances, I would fain perfuade the 
very young ladies to a£k fo as to render the next 
more promifing. 

As marriage is a thing which they will one ^ay- 
think of, and a good hulband is both a natural and 
laudable wiifa, who would not endeavour to render 
hcHclf deferving the lafting affe<Stion of a man of 
fenfe ! — fuch a one, who, as Mr. ^cw^ elegantly 
exp. cfles it, will be always 

Pleas* d to be happy ^ as Jhe^s pleased t9 Hffij 
Andconfcious of her ivortby can never Icve her lefu 

So many young charmers are continually fpring- 
• ing up, ^nd the men grow fo exccffively delicate in 
tlicir tafte, that beauty, in their eyes, feems to 
have lod all its bloom at fixteen or feventeen ; and. 
how great a ftab muft it be to the vanity of a wo- 
man, who, at fivc-and-twenty, finds hcrfelf either 
hot niarried at all, or to a hufband who regards 
her no other wife than as a withered rofe ! Ifbr fo 
it will ever be, whatever the ladies may -flatter 
themfclves with, where there is no tie more ilreng 
than merely perfonal perfection, to bind the tiatu^. 
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rally roving and inconftant heart.— Convinced by 
fad experience of this truth, in vain fhe look^baclc 
upon her mifpent days; — in vain, with heart- 
felt tears, regrets the time (he has*lavifhed in tri- 
fles unworthy 5f hei*; — in vain effays to atone 
for paft follies by a quite contrary behaviour; •— 
all me can do is now too late ; — with her, alas ! 
the fun of hope, of admiration, of flattery and pl^- 
fure, is fet for ever, and the dark gloom of cold 

^ negled and loathed obfcurity envelopes all her 

* future life. 

* A MAS IN A hed a form fo every way exafl*, 
that envy itfelf could find nothing to objed againft 
it : — all other beauties lofi: their charms when fliie 
appeared, and feemed but as ftars in the prefenc^ « 
of the fun :. -— ihe was what the fong defcribes, 

fairejt among the fair. 

» • 

Her high birth, and the accompliftnuents fl)^ 
was miftrefs of, heightened the graces of her per^ 
fon, and fcarce any age ever produced an obje£t 
of more univerfal admiration. But of all the ad* 
drefles made to her, thofe of Palamon were Ae 
moft countenanced by her noble parents, and agree- 
able to herfelf : — his virtue, good'fenfe, and breed- - 
ing, .. made him refpeSed by them, as the grace- 
fulnefs of his perfon gave bin? the advantage in her 
eyes, above all others who pretended to her, tho' y. 
fome thiere were whofe eftates were far fuperior^ . ' 
and whofe declarations, of love were alfo accom- 
panied with a greater fhew of vehemence* 

PALAMON^ it is certain, was a lover of that 

fort which all women, who judge as they ought to 

do, would approve : — his profeffions were accom- 

, panied with no adulations, no extravagancies ; -^ 

'Tiis paflion was perfectly fmcere and tender, but 

was far from either jealoufy or impetuofity.*/ — he' 

L s could 
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could jcnow his rivals without challenging^ them to 
fight) and could bear the little flights (he fometimes 
atttded to treat him with, and not immediately 
Iv^ar he would throw hiinfelf upon his fword. 

JMASINAy too confcious of her charms, was 
fometimes very uneafy that (he could render him 
no more fo ; and imagining fhe bad begun to place 
her afFedions on a man, who had not that defe- 
rence for her which (he merited, made ufe of her 
utmoft efforts to withdraw it : — to this end fhe 
indulged her natural propenfity to gaiety, in going 
to all public places, liifened to the vows every 
one who prqlumed to make them, ^nd in fine 
1>ecame a perfed coquet : this method feemed to 
iher the only one to render him more affiduous, 
and at the lame time to regain that liberty for her 
own heart, which fhe found the inclination fhe had 
to himalxive all other men, was beginning to en- 
thral, jtU I difin in the world, faid fhe one da^ 
to a perfon who afterwards repeated it to me, ts 
to fie the infinfibU Palamon, dying with deff air 
4f myfoet \ and that I tnay^ from wy very heart ^ 
4ejp*fi ^nd bate him. 

How fuccefsful foever this way of proceeding 
may fometimes have been found, it was far from 
sinfwering the end AmaRna propofed by it \ andin- 
ftead of rendering Palamon more fubmiffive than 
lie had been, otade her appear to him every way 
lefs worthy of refped. 

As he troly loved her, and looked on her as a 
woman who was fhortly to be his wife, all the 
little levities of her behavtcur feemed to l^im as fo 
many wounds to his own honour ; and he could 
not tiierefore forbear reprefenting to her, how un* 
worthy of them b^tb tt was^ that fhe flMOuld be fo 

fit- 
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frequently feea at places^ and with comply, which 
he told her he was fure flie muft be fenfible her* 
(elf> g^veoccafion of cenfure to malicious tongues^ 

IShe afFefted to refent tb^ liberty he took, but 
was in her heart pleafed to find he was piqued at 
ifyhat (he did, becaufe fhe took it as a proof of hif 
love, as indeed it was ; but then (he too much de« 
pended on the force of that love, and flattered her- 
felf with a belief, that at laft it would humble him 
into that tan^e enduring admirer (he wiihed : — ' to 
this end, therefore, flie ftudied eternally how to 
give him frefh matter of difquiet ; — flie contrived 
to be ^Iw^ys abroad at thofe hpurs when ihe ex* 
peSed him to vifit her \ — ih(5 paflcd her whole day$ 
in going from one public place to another ; — ^woul4 
often leave word at home, that if he deiired to fee 
her, he might come to lady DiamoncTs^ mifs Toy- , 
fVilPsy or (ojn& other of her female acquaintance^ 
whofecdndLifl ihe knew he the ipoft difapprovqd 
of any (he hftd : — (he fuffered beau Xrifie^ a crea- 
ture whofeconverfationwas (tiun^pd by every wo- 
man of prudence, to romp with her before his face ; 
and in fine, did even a violence tp her own incli- 
nations, as well as to her reputation, only to make 
trial bow far the love Pglamon bad for her woul^ 
compel him to bear. 

Poor nmth inking lad^ ! little did (he forcfee 
the confequences of this behavioyr; and bein^ 
guilty of no real crime, was too no^|p£tful whi|t 
the appearance of it would in time fubjed her taj, . 
— her mother, though a woman of gaiety herfell^ 
was vexed to find her daughter give into fuch cx- 
cefTes, as all her friends and kindred highly blamed 
her for permitting, and did all in her power to pre- 
vail on her to be at leaf); more cautious to prevent 
fcandal: but Amaftna contented herfelf with Kfteh- 
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jng to her reproofs without being at all amended 
by them 5 and thinking flie was the beft judge of 
her own anions, perilAed as (he had begun, till hy 
longafTuminga boldnefs, which at firft was far front 
being natural to her, (be at laft really loft all that 
Cmplicity and fweet timidity fo becoming in a vir- 
gin ftate : — fierce fires now fparkled in her eyes i 
'—her voice became more(hrill ; — (he talked in- 
ceflantly ; — (he laughed aloud ;— (he blu(hed not 
at hearing a loofe fong, nor fiarted at freedoms (he 
would once have thought a violation of decency 
and good-manners. 

PALAMON was both furprized and grieved 
to find this change in a perfon whom he loved 
with the utmoft tendernefs, and had flattered him* 
felf of being one day happy with : — he intreated 
her with all the moving eloquence of an honour- 
able afFedion, that for her own fake^ if not for 
his, (he would refled on her prefent condud, and 
return once more to her amiable former felf: — 
he rcprefented to her, how unworthy of her con- 
verfation fome of thofe were who now were ho- 
noured with it ; — the little folid happinefs was to 
be found in thofe noify and tumultuous pleafures, 
to whith (he had, of late, too much devoted her 
time ; and touched, though With all the gentlenefs 
he could, on the cenfures.(he incurred, and the 
dangers (he was liable to fall into, by thus indifcri* 
miiiately fufFeringherfelf to be led mto all forts of 
company ,-and even into places reforted to by the 
moft irregular of both fexcs. 

These remonftrarices (he fometimes afFe^ed 

' to ridicul^, and at others to refent ; not but (he 

\ had too nuleh fenfe not" to allow the juftice of 

them*: but as her whole aim in aA^ng in the man- ^ 

ner (he did, was to bring him to fuch a temper of 

* mind as to fubjed hisTcry reafon to her will, and 
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to think every thing juftifiable flie did, fhe re- 
folved to m^e no alteration in her condud, till 
he (hould fay with the lover, in one of Mrs. Cent^ 
Uvr^^s comedies. 

No follies fatal U the fair can proviy 

All things are beauties in the nymph we love. 

Some men, it is certain, have behaved with 
that flavifli dependance before marriage, who af- 
terwards have become very tyrants, and made their 
wives dearly pay for all the fubmiffions they ex* 
a&ed from them while they were mifirefles. 

. TALAMONy however, was of a quite con* 

trary difpofition : — he did not defire to marry 
Amafina but with a view of living with her in that 
happy equality which was doubtlefs intended by 
the inftitution ; and though nothing could be more 
Hncere and ardent than the paffion he had for her^ 
yet he could neither think of making her his wife 
while fhe continued in this inordinate love of un* 
becoming pleafures, nor of exerting the power of 
a hufband in order to reclaim her : — the one. he 
knew was inconfiftent with his honour, the other 
, with his peace of mind, both which were extremely 
dear to him ; and though, on many ocCafions he 
had room to believe he was not indifferent to her, 
yet as he found the regard (he had for him was not 
of force enough to reftrain her from being guilty 
of any one thing he had tefUfied his difapprobation 
of, he refolved rather to break ofF with her inr 
tirely, and fufFer all the pangs fuch a parting muft 
inflift, than fubje£t himfelf to others of a yet more 
alarm irtg kind, and which might probably be as 
lafling as his life. 

^ With what prodigious difficulty he brought 
himfelf fo determine in this f^fhion^ none but 

thofe 
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tjbofe pofleflbd of ^ equal ihi^re of affedion can 
po^bly conceive ; To I (bajj only fay that it was 
(uch, as he ftood in need of ^1 nis fortitude and 
good underftanding to furmount. — I have been 
told by one who knew him well^ and was indeed 
the confidant of his moft fecret thoughts^ that he 
has fecn him in agonies fucb as he c&en feared 
would have been ixK)ital9 ai;\d which he imagined, 
tillhc wa3 gonvinced to the contrary, would have 
^t the better of all bis refolution : fo hard it is 
to wean the heart from an obje£t it has been long 
accuftomed to love^ suid which has fome merits 
to atone for its dckQs I ^ 

Hap Aimftna feen him in diele confli£b, it \% 

Eobable her good-nature would have been too 
rong for her vanity, and ihe would have abated 
fome part of thofe fubmiffions ibe expelled from 
him^ in confideration of the rack he fuftained, and 
thought that that alon^ was fufficientto prove the 
height of pajOSlon ihe wiflie^ to infpir^ in the maa 
iDH whom (be intended to hefiow nerfelf. 

Bu T it was not her eood fortune to be informed 
(Of any part of what ne fuftexed ; — he revealed 
bimfelf to none that would betray it to her, and 
the gr«^tneis of his ^irit would not permit him to 
bqhave in her j[)refence> fo z& to enabje her to per 
lietratQ into his fo^I \ fo that £he knew no mor^ 
)dian that he had the prefiin^ption to attempt bring- 
ing her over to hia way of thinking, and obliging 
lier to live according to his rules, and for that very 
reafon thought Cbe ihould be guilty of an injuflice 
to herfelf not to fiiew him the vanity of Aich an 
ellay, and that fhe knew he ought rather to be 
pleafed with every thing Ihe did, nierely becauie 
ihedidit. 1 
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This kindof ftrug^e between them, and that 
Palamon had with himfclf, continued for fome 
time; hut at laft his love, infuhed by additional ^ 
provocations, yielded to^his reafon, and all the 
i^ells her inchanting beauty {tad laid on him, loft 
their power at once : — he fat down, and in the 
prefence of that friend, who was the fole repofi- 
tory of his fecrets, wrote to her in the following 
terms: 

To the lovily thoughtUfs A M a s i n A. 

^ INC E unjuft and eruel to yourfelf^ as well as 

^ to the mojl fmeere paffion ever heart was pof" 

fijfed ofy you prefir thoft trifling Hverfions^ ««- 

worthy to he called pkajures, and the gallantries of 

men J whom, I have ^t II too good an opinion of you ^ 

n»t to ajfure myfelf^ you in reality defpife^ to your 

own reputation and my eternal peace \ you ought' 

fuifj nor I flatter my/elf willy accufe me of incon^ 

JfaHcyj if i no longer fubmit to mingle with the 

berdy whofe addreffes you bave^ of late, not onh 

permitted out encouraged ; nor can I think ofpaj" 

fing my whole life with a lady^ who feems deter^ 

vnned to devote all ber's infienes no way fuited to 

render the marriage-Jiate agreeable: — my intrea-' ' 

ties 9 my remon/irancesy mydifquiets^ myvery tears^ 

have not only been ineffectual to prevail on you to 

make the leaji alteration in your conduH^ but have 

ferved as matter of ridicule and derifion among your 

more gay acquaintance : you finally therefore^ no more 

be perfecuted with them^ and now I take my ever^ 

lajiing leave^ which I bad done in perfon^ having 

often been to wait on you for that parpofe^ but 

heard you were in places^ where I thought it irf" 

confifient with that character I would always en'* 

deavour to preferve^ to go Jeek you in. — With 

what difficulty I broHght tnyfelf to this refolution 1 

. need 
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need not tellycuj who are enough fenfthk of the 
force your charms have had upon me \ hut I am the 
more confoled^ as it cannot hut be agreeable to you^ 
Jince you have taken fo much pains to enable me to 
accomplijhfo painful a tajk^ and to convince me it 
is the only thing can be acceptable to you from 

The unfortunate T Ah AM01X* 

P* S. / cannot regain my pen from UdJfng you 
ence more farewell and wijhing you mety findj 
in feme more happy man, thoje merits which 
may prevail on you to render him completely 
blejlj by refuming thofe perfeSions^ which 
perhaps your diflihe of me made yeu^ for a 
time, fufpend* 

AMASINA was at a mafquerade when this 
letter arrived, fo that it came not to her hands till 
the next morning at her return : — A bitter fequel 
of thelaft night's^pleafure ! — Amazement and rage 
at firft took up all her thoughts, and left no room 
for admittance to the fofter paffions : — fhe knew 
not (he either loved Palamon, or was grieved at 
teing forfaken by him ; but a few moments after 
convinced her fhe' did both : fhe went not now to 
bed as was her cuftoni aftei' coming from the Hay^ 
market \ — no repofe remained for her heart or eyes; 
— by turns (he wept and raved, — upbraided the 
inconftancy oi Palamon, and her own want of 
charms ; — curfcd thehaughtinefsofhisfpirit, and 
her inability of bending it ; and.Iaid the blame of 
her misfortune on every thing, but that which 
glone was the occafion, her own ill conduft. 

She was in agitations, fuch as were very near 
throwing her into fits, when Armico her brothef 
happened to come into her chamber, ^d afking 

the 
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the meaning of that dUbrder, which was vifible 
in all her air and countenance. ^-^Palamtn^ cried 
(he, at the fame time burfting into a flood of tears, 
has ufed me ill. 

Howy cried the impatient ArmicOy who was a 
kind of a Cham§nty and had no lefs aSedion for 
bis fifter than the poet has beftowed on that young 
warrior, — j^iri,^— Ut me know in ivbat^ that I 
foay^y to revenge your caufe. 

READ therej replied (he, pointing to the let- 
ter which lay open on the table ; he has the impu^ 
dence to renounce his vcws^ to abandon me^ and . ^ 

then lay the blame of hisjaijbood on my innocent 
diverjiom. 

' ARMICO took fire immediately) and with- 
out giving himfclf the trouble of examining any 
fiirther than five or fix lines, fwore that Palamon 
was a villain, and that he would not fuffer the 
honour of hts family to be abufed ; and a thoufand 
fuch-like fpeeches, which rafh young men are apt 
to make on caufes of this nature, however ground- 
lefs or imaginary. — Purfuing the didtates of his 
rage, and without giving bimfelf any time for 
jrefledion, he flew out of the room, atid fent 
a challenge to Palamon^ requiring him to meet 
him at a place he mentioned, and was proper 
enough for the purpofe, with fword and piftol, to 
anfwer the indignity he had oii^red to their fami-> 
hf^ in the perfon of Amaftna. 

This he fent by his valet de chambre, whom 
he chaiEed to bring b^ck an anfwer ; but he foot^ 
returnea, letting him know it was not in his pow- 
er to obqir him> Palamon having left London the 

cveninfv 


ki_!i. 


2s8 72^ F £ M A L E Book 5} 

evening before, in order to retire ta his country* 
ieat 

• .«■» 

ARM I CO at firft was enraged at the disap- 
pointment of that revenge he imagined himfelf 
fare of taking on PnUtmon \ but his paffioa foon 
after growing more cool, he did not think fit to* 
follow him ; efpecially as his father, being inform- 
ed the fame day- of all diat had happened, abfb- 
lutely forbad him to mal^e any Jioife of the afiair, 
and feemed to acknowledge, that Palamon had 
behaved no otlierwife than as a reafonable man> 
and Aniafina^ that if {he looked on the lois of him 
as a misfortune, had nobody in reality to accufe- 
hut herielf. 

PALAMON^ in fad, had nofooncrdifpatched 
his Ijtter to Amafina than he wifhed it back : --« 
a flood of xendernefs returned upon his heart, and 
made her appear lef$ faulty than he before had 
thought her: -—he had accufed himfelf of having 
taken his farewel in too harfh and unbecoming 
terms, and wiihed he had atleaft done it with more 
ft^nefs ; but on his fervant's return, and informing 
him ihe was gone to the mafquerade, he grew more 
fatisfied with what he had dope 9 and convinced it 
was right to part with a^ woman, whom there waa 
not the leaft appearance of ever being happy witfa^ 
to prevent the interpofition of friends, and put it 
out of his own power to recedpfirplh what he had 
wrote, abfence feemed to him the only fure way : 
therefore, without any longer dehy th%n the time 
his horfes were putting to the chariot, quitted the 
town immediately, taking' with him ^t above- 
ttl^tioned friend, whofe advice and coiaapany. be 
knew would ftrengthen him in hi^refoliitioB, and 
confole him in ti]^ pains he endured, w|iile tear«« 
pg Ae once precious image of Amafina from his 
heart, T<> 
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To be told of his dq)arture, iniliAed on that 
unhappy lady agonies morecruel than aU his letter 
had done : — flie now was allured he was in ear- 
neft.j — that be was inevitably loftj — and by the 
violence of her grief, knew the violence of jthe 
love that hadoccdioned it : — all the pride^ the vain, 
defire of conquering his reafon, and rendering it 
fubfervient to her will, which had prompted her 
to ad as {he did, was now no more :— gladly 
would {be have yielded to relinquUh eyery joy for 
that of retrieving his afFeSipns ; and perhaps, even, 
defcended to confefs how far fhe had been tobliune, . 
had he been preftnt to defire it of her i but he was 
at too great a diftance, and to write (he thought 
would be demeaning herfelf too much, and might- 
make him rather defpife than love her* 

All he fo long, and with fo much ardency, la 
vain attempted to bring to pafs, while he was [h^-* 
(ent and continued to admire her, was however ef* 
k&ed by his forfaking her. -—What was denied to 
love, defpair inforced ! She looked back with i^on* 
der and deteftation on thofe irregularities which 
bad deprived her of him ; and it became as great 
a prodigy now to fee her in any public p)ac« of di-* 
verfion, as it had lately been to find her abfent : -*-^ 
jQie has, ever fmce his breaking with her^ been th^tr 
referved, that prudent Amaftha he had. fp muck! 
wifhed to find her, and which would have made 
nim the happieft of niankind \ but it is now toa 
late to be any other than a nutter of indifference 
to him \ and is accompanied with $ misfortuneto 
herfelf, which is, that the remembrance of his paf> 
fion, and the ill return (be niade» will not permit^ 
her to entertain the leaft reggrj: for atw oth/st- 
man, though fiHl addrefled by. tt« nobleft youths. 
of Britain. 
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PALAMON had not been many months in 
tlie country, before he became acquainted with a 
young lady , who, though not altogether fo refplen- 
dent a beauty as Amajtna^ wanted not charms to 
render any man forgetful of a miftrefs, by whom 
he thought himfelf ill treated ; and had befides, all 
thofe perfeflions of the mind, which Palamon fet 
fo high a value on : — in fine, he made his addref- 
fes to her, was received by her relations with 
the higheft approbation, and by herfelf with a 
modeft kindnefs : — the courtfliip lafted no longer 
than decency required : — the equally defired cere- 
rtiony completed both their wiflies, and they con- 
tinue mutual patterns of conjugal afFecSion; while 
poor Amaftna fufFers her bloom to wither in fecret 
repinings and unavailing repentance, her affli£Uon 
heavier to be borne by the endeavours Ibe makes 
tp conceal it. 

* By this example young ladies ought to be 
warned, how dangerous it is to {port with the 
affeftions of a man of fenfe : — a fop, a fool, who 
has no fenfibility of whac is owing to the woman 
he addreflfes, or to himfelf, may think the little 
artifices, which fome make ufe of in order to in« 
flame their lovers, as a pretty amufement, and be 
delighted with thofe iealoufies which neither give 
him real pangs, nor tne ecclaircifement of any real 

{>leafure i but the man who loves fincerely, and 
ees through fuch idle ftratagems^ cannot but re? 
feot, and at laft defpife them. 

Too many I fear are in Amaftna* s cafe, and for 
the gratification of a whim, of a moment's dura- 
tion, have lacrificed what would have made the 
faappinefs of their whole lives. —-According to that 
great difcerner of naliire, the immortal Shakeff^ar^ 
nothing is fo much defired by v^omen as to have 

tbeic 
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their own will ^ but as it is impoffible for ar^ one, 
of what ftation foever, to enjoy it in every thing, 
we ought to confider and weigh well in what we 
can, with the leaft mortification to ourfelves, en- 
dure to be debarred from it, and not hazard the 
higheft wifli our foub can form to the attainment « 
of the meaneft : — but what ^ir John Suckling 
wrote extempore^ on the fight of two lovers quar- 
relling about a trifle, may very well be applied to 
a number of our prefent pretended devotees to 
Cupidy of both fexes. 

Lovers J Hie little girls and loyty 

Cry for hearts^ as they for toys ; 

JPhtch when once gain^dy in childijh play^ • 

They wanUnly do throw away. 

After all, no young lady, if fhe thinks at all, 
can think the indulging herfelf too much in the 
modifli diverfions of the age wiU ever be agreeable 
to any man, whofe good opinion it is worth her 
while either to infpire or prcferve : nor can fhe 
anfwer it to her reafon, that (he takes more pains 
to engage the idle flatteries of a few unmeaning^ 
coxcombs, than the folid praifes of a man of vir* 
tue and good fenfe. 

But I am fenfible all this is talking to thes 
wind;—- mufic, dancing, love, and gallantry^ are 
favourite amufements with the young and gay .:•*— : 
they will purfue them wherever they are to be 
found. — It is therefore a great pity, methinks, 
that people of fafhion have not freauent entertain^ 
ments of this nature at tfieir own houfes ; where 
€>nly fele£l companies bemg admitted, all the dan- 
gers, the indecencies, the mifchiefs, which attend 
rambling to pubiJG aflemblies, would be avoid'ed : 
•^the gentlemen, knowingwho they were among, 

would ^ 
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would treat the ladies with the refped due to 

' tbem, and exert all their wit and 'addrefs to render 

[ themfclves agreeable : — the ladies might be as 

pleafant as they pleafed ; all innocent freedoms are 

allowable witn men of honour and good fenfe :-— 

no mifconftru&ions are made either through ig- 

. norance or ill-iNiture on what DafTes in converfa- 

tion ; — sdl is free and eafy, and the prefent fatls* 

fadion is not hereafter embittered with any re^ 

morfe or anxiety. 

In fine, myfpi^atorialcTipzcity will permit me 
to approve of no other entertainments whidi are 
paid for, and at which all people, without diftinc- 
tion, have an equal privilege for their money, than 
thofe which are exhibited on the theatres; for 
iberij though it is jpoffible the moft abandoned 
proftitute mav thru» herfelf into the fame box 
with the firft autcbels, and even have the arrogance 
to lay bold of that opportunity of fpeaking to her, 
yet fuch infiances very rarely, if ever, happen i 
not becaufe fuch wretches want eithei' impudence 
or vanity enough to mix, as much as they can, 
with the great and virtuous part of their fex in 
thefe as well as in any other public place, but 
becaufe they know it is not their intereft to doit* 
•—The deugn they have in coming there would 
be totally t)verthrowR by fuch a behaviour ; ■ fince 
the moft profefled and avowed libertine would be 
.afhamed and afraid- to accoft them in the fight or 
•hearing of thofe noble perfonages, or even any lady 
0f reputation: — the playhoufe will not admit of 
thofe freedoms, «4iich mav eafily be taken either 
at Ranelagby Vaux^baUy occ. &c. — or the maf- 
queradt, wl^e a man may lead his little miftre& 
of an hour out through a private walk, or run 
away with her in a vizard, without being btSferved 
by tl2e reft of the company. 

It 
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It is indeed but of later years 'that vice has 
(iared to appear barefaced at the theatres ; loofeas 
the age b (aid to have beeii in the reign of king 
Charles II. I am told no woman of an infamous 
chara£ter ever came there without a made, and 
long fince then, throughout the days of his fuccef- 
fors, yamtSy William and Maryy-TLtii the greateft 
part, if not all thofe of queen Anne^ they retained 
that modeft mark of a lewd life, or exchanged it 
for a black hood, pulled over their faces, after the 
manner of a veil, which diftinguiflied, and at the 
fame time cpncealed them froni the virtuous part 
of the audience ; fo that there was then no poiE* 
bilfty of any difagreeable intermrxtures ; nor is 
there any dai^^ of it now for the reafon above 
adltdged* 

No ol^edionsy therefore, can be made agaTnil 
ladies frequenting the theatres on thofe accounts, 
-forwhidh thofe others, at prefefat more encoiimged 
places of refort) ought juftly to be kvoided* 

,BBSXt)E8, a good play is an elegant entertain- 
ment'forthbfeof thebrtghteft and moft elevated 
capacities, and cannot but aiFord fome improve- 
ment to the dnllefk and lead informed : — it alfo 
t^i^rofles no more of the time than may very well 
befpared from all other avocations, whether of 
4iidy orbufmefi ^nor breaks in upon thofe hours 
which decency, and the confideration of our 
health ihould devote to repofe. 

It muft b? allowred, that there is iro'kmd of 
diverfion whatever, in which three hours may (b 
agreeably and profitably be fpent ; and among the 
many misfbrtanes of the prefent age, I think the 
viiible decay of thcf flage may well be accounted 
not the leafti fihce nodiing can be a greater proof 
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how much the general tafte is vitiated, than to 
negleA an entertainment in which pleafuiie and 
imrrudlion are blended, for others, which thebeft 
that can be faid of them is, that they afford fome 
amufement to the fenfes. 

Nothing to mefeems mor« ridiculous than 
to hear thofe reafons which the trading part of die 
nation, and fome of the inferior gentry, give for 
their averfion to that portion of the drama which 
is called tragedy : — fFe have tragedy enough at 
home^ fay they, involved in warsy burthened with 
taxes ^ and in continual terrors ofworfe confequm-' 
cesy ourfpirits want exhileration^ not depreffioni 
'--^our own mi/erieSf and in all probability thofe of 
•«r fofterity^ afford us too many fad ideas ^ without 
adding to them by melancholy reprefentations on the 
fiagt. 

Me THINKS there is a itarrownefi of conoep* 
tion in people who argue in this manner, which 
deferves compaffion : — it (hews they have capaci- 
ties for nothing farther than what is called the talc 
or fable of the piece ; and either, through want 
of attention or underftanding, cannot take in thofe 
beautiful morals aind relleSions, which in ail good 
tragedies ihew, that the misfortunes to which life 
is incident are not difplayed, but with a view of 
enabling perfons to undergo, with the more forti- 
tude and patience, ills which tbey find have been 
iafli^ted on others. 

But where nature, or the want of proper edu* 
cation, denies this intended benefit, thofe peribos 
whom thefolemn fcene toomudjaiBSed, hjivenot 
the fame excufe for witholding their encoun^ 
ment to comedy, *— fince, to forget thdr cares is 
all they wants tliej^^i may afford wlu^t the hnslsn 
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Cannot give : — * they will fee the follies and mif- 
takes both of the great and low world agreeably 
ridiculed ; and if they do not amend their own^ 
they may at leaft laugh at thofe of other people. 

It is not) however, to this part of the nation I 
am at prefent pretending to give advice, nor is it 
owing to thofe motives I have mentioned, that 
our young ladies of condition (bun theatrical di- 
Verfions for ntafqueradis^ ajfemblies^ and ridottoes i 
*— the calamities of the times afFe<£l not them : — 1 
all within their gentle bofoms is harmony, and joy, 
attid peace : — th^ can condole with Melpomene^ 
and not be deprened by the diftrefies fhe prefents j. 
and can never want a difpofition to laugh witU 
Thalia^ 

ThesE) who are themfelvei^ the teal mnfeSy^xA 
by their charms infpire all that is attributed to the 
tuneful nine, (hould not, methinks, difdain the 
efFe£b of their own influence.-— Did. they vouch- 
fafe to fparkle. in the boxes as formerly, the poets 
would write with double energy, and the phyert 
aS with double fpirit, — What at prefent is^ want- 
ing to ianfwer the ends propofed by the inffitution 
of the drama, is chiefly owing to their having, of 
late years, withdrawn their accuftomed favours, 

• 

Some ladies Indeed have (hewn a truly public 
fpirit in refcuing the admirable, yet almoft forgot- 
ten ShakefpeaVf from being totally funk in obli- 
vion ; — they have generoufly contributed to raife 
a monument to his memory, and frequently ho*- 
noured his works with their prefence on the uage t 
— an a£tion, which deferves the higheft encouii-* 
Vims, and will be attended with an adequate X9 ' 
Ward ; fince, in preferving the fame of the dead 
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bard> they add a brightnefs to their own, which 
will fhine to late pofterity. 

Yet I could wHh this benevolence of nature 
were extended farther : — it is a melancholy re- 
flection to a poet, that be muft be dejid before he 
can arrive at the end of his ambition : — there vc 
many living authors, who, we cannot deny, merit ^ 
fome portion of regard ; and if, while deprefled, 
neglefled, and perhaps ill-treated, thej^ force, ;is 
it were, our approbation, how infinitely more 
would they be capable of exciting it, if cheriflipd 
and encouraged ! as I remember to have fome- 
where read, 

jfs tender plants hy kindly influence live^ 
So favour is the fun makes poets thrive, 

X<£T us not therefore lavifli all our garlands 
on the grave, byt referve fome chaplets for the 
living brows of thofe who make it their endeavours 
to pleafe us : — gratitude requires it of us ; — juf- i 
tice, good-nature, and good-manners,demandfomc 
return on our parts ; and if even all thofe plqas 
were filent, felf-intereft ought to oblige us to it, 
— If we confider ferioufly, we fball find that it is 
the greateft robbery we can commit againft our- 
felves, when we refufe encouragement to works 
of wit and ingenuity j for befides th« countenan- 
cing thofe perfeflions in others, being a proof we 
want not fome (hare of them ourfelves, how many 
ladies have there been, the fame of whofe endow* 
ments had prqperly exifted no longer than thipir 
OWD liyes, or of fome particular admirers, which 
arc riow immortalized in the poet's fong ! — Fb'l 
JSachari^bfi^npofkffed of more perfeflion?, than 
even Trailer has afcribed to her, they would long 
fince have been forgot, did fhc not ftill live in his 
inimitable Ii;ie$, 

It 
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It is not that our fex have not the dedre ofad* 
miration as much at heart as ever ; on the con« 
trary, the love of praife was never more predomi- 
nant : and that they aim to acquire it by ways fp 
widely different from what before was ever prac* 
tifed by our Britijh ladies, fince the firft civilizing 
of the country, feems to me entirely occafioned 
by the example of fome few perfona, who, though 
in an elevated ftation, being hoydens in their own 
nature, have eftablifhed into a fafhion thofe cuf* 
toms among us, which would have incurred the 
fevereft fatire in the days of our anceftors. 

Our very drefs too much correfponds with the 
airs, which none now can be accounted genteel 
without affuming : — one while we are tranfmo- 
grified into miik-maids ; — then into a kind of Jma- 
%onian5^ — half-men, half- women; — and a truly 
modifli lady looks now, by turns, every thing — • 
but a gentlewootan. . 

For my part, I think I fee fo great a tendencv 
towards barbarifm and rufticity among us, that 1 
expeft, if the queen of Hungary's arms continue 
to prevail as they have done, we fliall have patterni 
fent over to us of the habits worn by the Pandomr 
and Talpack ladie?, in order to regulate ourfelves ac- 
cording to their mode, in honour of the adiftance 
their huibands have afforded in the prefent war. — ^ 
Wild infatuation ! Strange prevalence of example ! 

In fine, there is nothing fb.dilagreeable, fa 
fhocking to the natural foftnefs and modefty of oiir 
fex, as well as to good fenfe and good breeding, 
that we may not in time degenerate intt>, if we 
proceed to un woman ourfelves by the fame fvvift 
degrees we have done 5 and a few, very few years 
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jAore will reduce us to that favage wildnefs, which, 
it is faid, the Phoenicians firft found us iiu 

HoWEVEK, as extremes are feldom of a long 
continuance, it is to be hoped the prefent humour 
infill take a different turn ; — that our ladies will 
defpife all unworthy imitations^ ceafe to compli* 
ment away their characters to any perfon or per* 
fons whatever, and once more depend on their own 
good fenfe for the guide of their behaviour, and 
then they cannot fail of exciting all that love, ad* 
iniration and efteem, which it is no lefs laudable 
than natural to be pleafed with. 

£ni of the Fifth Book. 
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H£R£ is one quality, which has fomc- 
what fo heavenly in it, that by fo much 
the more we are pofiefled of it, by fo 
much the more we draw nearer to the 
Great Author of nature.— Of all the virtues ^ it is 
that which moft finds its reward within itfetf, and 
at the fame time moft endears us to fociety ; at- 
toning for almoft every other deficiency : •— pf all 
the beauties^ it is that which attrafts the moft lad- 
ing admiration, gives the greateft charm to every 
thmg we fay or do, and renders us amiable in every 
ftage of life. 

YiT it is no more than what is in the power 
of tvary one, with the help of a very little appll<- 
cation, to attain : — it is, indeed, no other than an 
iMfability of manners ii)A behaviour^ .or what is 
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eommonly called good-nature ; but then it muft be 
permanent, fincere, not aflumed or affedted, but 
flowing from a real benevolence of mind, which, 
takes delight in contributing all it o^n to the wel* 
fare of others* . 

It was always my opinion, that good-fenfe will 
make good-nature^ becaufe it {hews us what is pur 
true intereft and happinefs ; and whatever feme 
people fay to the contrary, I never will believe a 
perfon can be pofieiled of the one without fome 
(hare of the other., A man may, indeed, be an 
excellent mathematician^ pjnlofopher^ theologi/tj 
lawyer y or poet ; have learning memory 1 fancy, 
ingehuity, to a fuperlative degree, yet if in his de- 
portment^bere be any tinfiure of arrogance, pee- 
vifhnefs, morofenefs, fullennefs, or any of thofe in- 
dications by which i7/-;7<7/»r^ may be khpwn^ I will 
not allow him to have a clear and ftrong judgment* 
— - When any extraordinary endowment makes 
bim treat with contempt or impatience the ideas 
of thofe who are lefs learned, or have lefs bright 
capacities, it (hews his own to be clouded ; and 
whatever fparkles may fometimes iflue forth, there 
is ftill a dark and uninformed corner in hi& fou), 
which hinders him from being the perfedi great 
-man, 

GOO DENATURE is religion too, in the 
higheft meaning of the word \ becaufe it will no! 
fuffer us to do by any one what we would not 
willingly have done to ourfelves: and though I 
am far. from thinking that thofe who have not 
this happy difpofition of mind are wicked, yet this 
I venture to affirm, that thofe who are r«my pof* 
fciled of it, never can be fo. 

A PERSON may be a ftri6l obferver of the te» 
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tromfnandmcnt<, yet do a great deal of mifchief in 
the world : he may defpife a\l mean and bafe ae- 
tiofts, and have in the utmoft abhorrence the moPe 
capital offences ; yet, by a teazing or contemptu- 
ous behaviour, drive, as it were, thofe about him 
f c» be guilty even of the worfl, and fo become the 
author, though not the 2&ox of the crime. 

A CERTAIN noble perfon, who in his time was^ 
looked L'pon ?is the arbiter of wit, found among 
the many pieces which were every day laid on his 
toy let for his infpe£lion, one which had been left 
by a namelefs author, with a letter, mod humbly^ 
recjuefiing his lordlhip's judgment on the peribr- 
niance : — thii(, it feems^ was a dramatic poem, en- 
titled, Afariamne^ and whether if was wrote with 
rh tt (kill and energy a ftory fo afFe£(ing as that of 
the Jeunjh PrirccJ$ merited, or whether it only 
/v trr.C'i to fall ft.ort by any ill-humour the Dlufiri* 
r^us reader might happen to be in at that time, is 
uncertain ; but he was fo little fatisfied with the 
piece, that he had no fooner looked it over, than 
taking up his penhaftily^ he wrote on theoutiide) 
and juft under the title, thefe lines : 

Poet^ whoeW thou art^ G — d d — n thet ; 
Go hang thyfelf^ and burn thy Mariamne* 

This was alfthe anfwer he vouchlafed to give» 
and en the gentleman's calling fome days after, 
was accordingly delivered to him by the valtt df 

cbamhre* 

The fondnefs which moft young authors hare 
fcr their firft performance made him impatient to 
iee how his had been received ; but the fliock was 
fo great on finding the crue) fenteiice pafTed upon 
bjm, that be e;::ecuted it immediately, condemning 
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to the flames his play, and his neck to a halter 
made of his own garters. — Nobody can fuppofe 
tHB nob'c lord either intended or deiired fo difmal 
an effect of the ft^verity he had ufed to one altoge- 
ther unknown to him, and who poflibly might be 
a i2i"an of fomc merit, though he did not happen 
to be an excellent pdet. It was, however, a piece 
of ill nature, which thofe who are full of take all 
opportunities to vent ; and I mention it only to 
fhew what fatal confequence the derifion of per- 
fons on whom we depend maty poflibly produce. 

It looks indeed as if this poor poet wanted both - 
fpirit and prefence of mind ; for had he beeh ma- 
tter of either, he might eafily have retorted on the 
peer, and obliged him in his turn to take fhame to 
himfelf ; fince I think there could not well be 
greater improprieties in the play, than in the judg- 
ment he paflTed upon it ; as any one will fee who 
cotifiders his lordfcip's bidding him hang himfelf, 
and afterwards adding, burn hi'$ Mariamne ; tlie 
fecond part of which injunftion was impoffible to 
be performed after the fulfilling of the former. — 
This therefore was, with all fubmiflion to the me- 
mory of fo great a man, a folecifm in phrafe, which 
the very trials at the Old- Bailey might have in- 
ftruded any one to avoid. 

Tee cruel Ifnes were however wrote inftanta- 
neoufly, and <loubtlefs, as I before obferved, to 
gratify a fpleen, which in thftt moment got the 
t better of all other confiderati<^ns : — but I appeal 
to all the world, and would to his lordfhip's own 
cooler thoughts, were he living, if it had not been 
a greater proof of his underftanding, as well as of 
that good -manners and good -will we all owe to 
one another, if he had teftified his difapprobation 
of the piece, modeftly fubmitted to his cenfure, 
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with lefs ahruptnefs : — - nay, it could not have 
been in the leaft derogatol-y to ^is dignity, had 
Ik condefcendcd to point out in what particulars 
he had fwerved from the rules of poetry, and even 
^dvifed him what emendations he might make in 
that performance, and how he might avoid falling 
into the like errors in any future attempt. 

It is certainly a fiend-like difpo/ition to he 
pleafed with giving pain ; yet, how have I feen 
fome people exult and triumph in their power of 
<JoIng it ! and the more difquiet they are capable 
cf fpreading, the more confiderable they imagine 
themfelves. — Ridiculous infatuation of ill-judging 
pride ! — Docs not a wafp, or even a common fly 
buzzing about one's ears, inflid a temporary un- 
eafmefsf Not the moft inCgnificant reptile the 
air or earth affords, but has the power of being 
vexatious to us for awhile, and is the rival of the 
ill-natured, who by being fuch but vainly boafls 
of a fuperioT reafpn. 

Persons of this temperament JiiFufc a gJooni 
tvherever they come ; no fooner they appear, than 
converfation is at a {land, mirth is checked, and 
every one prefent feems to have catched fomefhare 
of the infetflion: whereas, on the contrary, the 
fight of one who is known to hz\t good-nature j in- 
vigorates like the fun, infpires a chearfulnefs 
where it beforq was wanting, and heightens what 
it finds, 

Whoever reflefls onany twoperfons in whom 
this contraft in humour is vifiblc, will naturally 
fhi n the one, and court the fociety of the other, 
^ven though they have no concern with either : 
but wjherc there is any kind of depcndance^ or a 
neceiEty of jiving with, or being much with ctjc 
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of them, th^ influence mud; be felt in proportion 
to the good or bad qualities of which-evcr it hap- 
pens to be. 

A SWEETNESS of difpofition is what every one 
wijQies to find in thofe they are obliged to live 
with, and it is the more endearing according to the 
authority of the perfon's ftation. When the head* 
of a family are in amity with each other, and be-* 
have with gentlenefs and humanity to all beneath 
them, how perfect is the harmony that reigns 
throughout ! If there happen to be any dogged or 
ill-natured perfons among them, they will either 
conceal cm' endeavour to redlify their humours by 
the example of their fuperiors j anda chearful and 
ready application to their feveral duties renders all 
things eafy, foftens the afperity of crofs accidents, 
and gives a double relifh to profperity. 

But when thofe, whofe province it is to go^ 
vern, (hew a diflatisfaflion with each other, and 
receive with imperioufnefsand peeviflinefs the fer- 
vices done by their inferiors, how unhappy does it 
make all about them ! — A general difcontent runs 
through the whole ; the commands of fuch people 
are obeyed with rduftance j they may be feared, 
but they cannot be truly loved ; and their very 
children are capable of paying them no more than 
an: exterior duty. But moft terrible of all is it for . 
cither him or her, who, by nature mild and gen- 
tle, (hares the bed of one or a contrary difpofition >. 
when, inftead of fond endearments, they find them- 
fclves accofted with teftimoniesof difguft, or fuch 
as may very well be taken for it 5 when, inftead. 
of foft repofe, they have oaly flumbers broken by 
diftrafting dreams, the efFeSs of waking quarrels ^ 
when, inftead of thofeamicablecounfultationswhicli 
^e affairs of two people whofe interefts are ons de* 
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mands, they are treated with either fullen filencc, 
ireproaches, or equally provoking unreafonablecon-. 
tradidlion ; — what words can paint the miferjr 
of fuch a forced enduring ! 

Still worfe is it where two perfons equally 
harfli and unfociable happen to be united in mar- 
riage. — ^Where ill conditions cla£h, and both feem 
to vye which {hall create the moft difquiet to all 
related or belonging to them, as well as to each 
ether, they form an epitome of hell wherever they 
come, and well may be compared to the torment- 
ing fiends, who. capable of feeling no reft, no com- 
fort in their own bofoms, deny it^ as much as in 
them lies, to all befides. 

There are two fources from whence what is 
called iH-naiure proceeds ; the one, is from the 
feeds of tyranny, in the foul j the other, only from 
h^bit or accident : the foitner is hardly ever to be 
eradicated ; fair means will but footh, and ferve 
rather to confirm than abate the impetuous propen- 
(ity ; and rough meafures, though never fo ftrenu* 
oufly purfued, will fcarce be able to fubdue it ; but 
the latter may eafily be removed by one's own 
rcafon and reflcftion, without any other affiftance. 

' I HAVE known feveral inftances where perfons 
who on a ftri£t examination into themfelves find- 
ing a tendency to fail into fom6 ope or other of 
thofe many different modes, in which ill-nature ap- 
pears, have by the ftrength of refolution been able 
to throw them off; and by keeping a conftant 
guard ever all their words and aftions, even in die 
minuteft matters, io reftrained all turbulent emo* 
tions from breaking out, that they have in titoe 
entirely fubfidcd, and never after returned*, ,'■ 
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This iVa tafk which methinks all people, be 
they of what condition or degree focver, ought to 
impofe upon themfelves : religion, morality, and 
even common policy, require it of them ; and 
ivliatever difficulties they find, or pains they take, 
while making the effay, lam well aflured both 
wHl be much more than compenfatcd for in the 
accomJ)lilhment. ' ' ^ . - ' ., 

'In order to enable us to do this with the more 
€afe, we fliould confider who are the objefts on 
\iAom we have the power ofdifcharg^ng our ill- 
humour. — Are they not fuch as fate has in fome 
meafure fubjeSed to usi for it is not our fuperi- 
ors, or thofe of equal circumftances with ourfelves, 
will brook ungentle treatment, and few there are 
who tempt the confequences. We fbould there- 
fore rdSfeft that old-age, , infancy, the poor, the 
iiifk; in fine, whatever is helplefs of itfelf, and 
ftands in need of tfcndernefs, has an indifputable' 
claim to it j ^nd as it is. only over fqch we dare 
aflume Ae priyijege of infalting, 'ho?v triily mean, . 
bife, .and ungenerous,' as weTlW'wfcked, it is, to * 
make ufe of the.ineans our Happier ftats have givea 
11$, to add'totheVafiii&Ion of thofe whom it i$ 
certainly our. duty to confole. 

„, rt.' " •.>■ •• 

^ .'Jk^faft, there would fce no fuch thing as cala- • 
njity in the \vt>rld, did eV^ry member of this grent • 
b6dy behave with any tolerable degree of ^pd- 
ndiur'ls' ahd humanity to* the others* Good-nmure" 
is fh'fe o^ment of love and friendfhip,' the bandage ^ 
of fociety, the rich man's pleafore; and the poor 
m'an's refuge. '- — :Peace,' harmony, and joy reign ' 
vv^ere it fubfifts, and iall is difcord and confufion 
wliere it is baniihed. - 

But as all other vices, lb a foxiinefs of humour 
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is alfo more unbecoming in women than in men : 
SI virago, how much foever {he may be blown up 
with felf-conceit, to imagine that to domineer, and 
rail, and bounce, denotes her a perfon of wit and 
ceconomy, is as defpicable a chara£ler as any I 
know ; and is defervedly (hunned and hated by 
the more gentle of her own fex, and ridiculea 
and laughed at by all in general of the other. 

SoFTN£S8 aiid afikhility fliould go hand in 
hand with modefty ; and where the former are 
intlrely wanting, one may very wel} fufped fome 
deficiency in the latter. But as a depravity of 
manners (hews itfelf in various (hapes, the fuUen 
and thwarting difpofition is often as perplexing 
as the afTuining and violent: unhappy are all who 
contrad any. intimacy with a woman of either of 
thefe tempers ; but greatly to Ke pitied Js the 
bufband, the child, and the fervant of mch ^ 
wife, a mother, and a miftrefs. 

I HAVE often thought it Grange that faaic lar 
dies, who think no expence of tinie or money toOi 
much for any thing tliey are told will afford either 
ad^^ion or fupport to their perfonal charms, {hould> 
by an ill difpofition of mind, deftroy what all the 
arts they make ufe of never can repair. lU-na" 
ture is a greater enemy to beauty than the (aaSL 
pox ever was \ it gives a difagreeable j^pth to all 
the lines of the face-; it dnks the cheeks i throws 
a difagreeable deadnefs or a fkry rednefs into the 
^cye, according as the malady proceeds from an ex- 
cefs of phlegm or chokr ; it fwelis the lip, fades, 
the complexion, contrafis the brow, and brings on 
a decay before the time. Sure, if they who plume- . 
themfelves chiefly on their attra<Jtions wou}d coni» 
fider this, it would occaHon a prodigious alteratioft 
lA. thd behaviour, of many of theon? 
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- Some few there ^re, indeed, to whom nature 
has been fo prodigal of her favours, that it is not 
even in their own power to leiTen the magnetic 
force of their charms ; and thefe may maint^n 
their dominion over their lovers, and perhaps f^em 
faultlefs for a time : but when once marriage^has, 
as the poet fays, debafed the imperiou^Tmiftrefs ; 
in^o wife, all that blaze of beauty, which lately 
was beheld with awe and admiration, becomes fa« 
miliar to the hufband's eye ; — theluftrc of it daz- 
!^leshim no longer, and he diftinguiihes the errors 
which before he was incapable of imagming were 
hid under it. He then perhaps difcovers pride^ 
vanity, felf-fufficiency, a contempt pf j?very thing 
b^fides herfelf, and all the folliesi afcribed tp the 
weakeft of her fex, peep out through that form 
his paffion had once rnade him look upon as all 
per^edtion. Amazed and angry with the decep<* 
tion it had put upon him, he attempts to reform '^ 
and bring the charmer back to what he lately , 
thought her ; — perfuades, — remonftrates^ -* 
threatens •, — all alas too often proves in vain :>-^ 
incorrigible, and determined to perfift, (he accufes 
his too great penetration, reproaches in her turni 
mutual indtfFerence occafions mutual flights j they 
end one quarrel but to begin another, and thei^ • 
whole future lives are fure to be one continued , 
feries of difcord. 

Tkis is.fo common a cafe, that I am furprized 
and grieved to find any married woman can ex- 
peQ to maintain an authority with, much lefs over 
her hulband, but by fuch arms as are allowed alone 
prevalent in our (ex. ; — When a woman unwo- 
ma^izes herfelf, renounces the fbftaefs of her na- 
ti^fe, andidly boafts of having it in her power to 
conquer, man has a right to exert his ftrength, and 
fbew her the vanity of her attempt. — Complai- 

&nice^ 
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fance, tendcmefs, and fidelity will always have 
cfaarms for a man of underfbnding ; but rough 
meafures will never get the better of any thing but 
a fool. 

•Xo this it may be alledged, that it is frequently 
the lot of a woman of a true fenfe to be joined to a 
man of mean capacity, and fo refrafiory in his 
humour, that though ibe does all in her power to ^ 
pleafe him, yet he is difTatisfied with her beha- 
viour; and it would be too meanly fubmiiEve in 
her to continue any marks of tendernefs to a per- 
fon fo altogether unworthy of them. I grant, 
that a wife thus circumftanced is very unhappy, 
but muft think fhe would but render herfelf more 
fo by ftfuggling with her chain : the. veryeft cox- 
comb of them all is fenfible of a hufoand's power, 
arid frequently exerts it the more as he has lefs rea- 
fon to do fo : for her own peace, therefore, flic 
ought to-do nothing that .niay ftir up his ill-hu- 
m^ur, and if all \h ineffcfiual, bear with him at 
moch as poffible. - 

I KNOW very well that this is a doftrine wM 
found but harflily in the ears" o'fmbft* wives j but 
I appeal to any of thofe ivho have made the trial, 
whefher^they ever found any thing was gained by 
robuftnefs. 

In fine, there are no provocations, no circura- 
ftances in life; that I can allow to be a fufficient 
excufe for ill-nrJurc : en fome occafions, it is nei- 
ther unjuft nor impolifc t) refent being treated 
with it ; but vre fhoi;}d nrver return it in the fame 
manner, fm<^e there -^it e many other ways- to fbofV ' 
we are fenfibie *of un-af^'ciit, without imitating ^ 
that which v/e cor-i; yin'of When offered to our- ' 
fetves. . • 

Much 
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Much lefs ought we, when at aky time we 
imagine ouffelves hardly dealt with by thofe, where 
duty, intereft, or any other confideration, obliges 
us to fubmit to without any {hew of refentment, 
to vent the inward difcontent it may occafion in 
us on others who have no way contributed to ag- 
grieve us : that were to puni(h the innocent for 
the fake of the guilty ; yet I am forry to bbferve 
it is but too frequently pradifed by perfons of botli 
fexes, and of all ages and degrees. 

How often have I Teen people, after having met 
with fome matter of difquiet abroad, come home 
. and revenge themfelves on all they find in their 
way ! — wife, clfildren, fervants, down to tlie fa- 
vourite dog, felt the effedts of an ill-humour, 
which the poor creatures have been fo far from 
doing any thing to excite, that they even know 
not the meaning of. 

Nay, there are fome fo far gone in «his folly, 
that it extends even to things inanimate and is- 
fenfible of the ill ufage they fuftain ; as many a 
ihattered fet of china, glaiTes, tables, chairs, and 
other utenfils, are a proof. —What . monftrous 
ftupidity is this ! What can a by-ftander think of 
the underflanding of any one who a6ts in this mad 
manner! 

Nor do the bad cffeflsof ill-nature 2lv9zy ftop 
here. If he who receives the firft offence re- 
venges it on another, that perfon may perhaps 
fall on a third hy the fame motive s he on a fourth i 
and fp on, ad infinitums fo that not one but ma- 
' ny fiimilies fuffer for the mifbebaviour of a fingle 
perfon. 

Many are the pretences which thofe, afhameJ 
• ^ of 
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of fifdi exploit*, will make after being guiltj of 
cfaem : — they ¥riU tell you, tbat they are troubled 
with the overflowing of the gall ; that diey have 
the vapours, the fpleen, or lownefs of fpirits, 
^riiich bcii^ diftcmpers of the body, they can no 
more bdp ading in the manner they do, when 
the fit is on them, than a roan in a high fever can 
help raving. It is true, indeed, that thefe are 
diftempen of the body ; but when we coniider 
how great an influence the mind has over the 
isdjy 1 believe wefliall be forced to acknowledge, 
diat in refiifying die errors of the «»/, we ihall, 
in a great meafure, prevent not only thefe but 
many kincb of diAuxlers in the other. 

What numbers have pined themfelves into 
confumptions by immoderate grief ! -^How dreads 
ful a ravage has furious paffion occafioned among 
the human fpecies, under the names of fevers, 
pleurifies, convuUions ! — - It is notorious, and no 
phyiiciaa will deny it, that the violent agitations 
of the ffUTidy have made more Juicidesy than poi- 
fon, fword, or halter. 

Well then may our Ill-conditions create a 
continual reiHefsnefs within, diilurb the motion of 
the animal fpirits, and bring on the diforders above- 
mentioned ; fo that the excufes mad^ on this fcore 
ferve rather to exaggerate than alleviate the fault. 

I DO not €iv that the nund has in all conJUtU' 
tlons fo much the direSion of the body^ as to render 
it (ickly or healthy, and prolong or fliorten life 
merely by its own operation ; but I will venture 
%o affirm, that mfome it has, and that there are 
none but feel its efiPe^b in a more or leis degree* > 

I AM very fen&hle there are difeafes which we 

iaberil 
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inherit from our parents, others that are contraded 
in our infancy, and that after we arrive at maturity 
too much flcep or over- watching, violent colds^ 
or exceffive heats, unwholfome food, bad air, too 
vehement or too little exercife, and a thoufand 
6thcr accidents, in which the mind has no part^ 
may breed diflempers in the^p^J(y, and haften diflb- 
lution ; but even then, according to the good or 
bad afFe6lions of the //z/W, they are greatly mode-* 
rated, or rendered more virulent. 

This is fo plain and obvious a maxim, that it 
Hands in need of no examples to illuilrate the truth 
t>f. it ; yet I cannot forbear making mention of 
one, which filled all who had the opportunity of 
knowing it with admiration* 

A PERSON, with whom I am intimately ac* 
tjuainted, laboured under a fevere indifpofition of 
more than feven years duratipn \ often have I feen 
the ftruggles between life and death ; often have 
the animal functions been at a (land, andTeemed 
to ceafe for. ever j — yet did (he at the la(l ^et the 
better of this rack of nature, recovered her io k)ng 
loft health and ftrength, and thofe who had taken 
of her, as they had all the reafon in the world to 
imagine, their laft farewel, now behold her in 
more perfedl eafe than many of them arc them- 
felves.— The cure was wonderful, and^he more 
fo as not accompli(hed by the power of medicine^ 
as the phydcians themfelves unanimoufly agreed ; 
but merely by her own confummate patience, 
conftant chearfulnefs, and fteady fortitude, in the 
midftof all the agonies (he fuftained. -—To add to 
her diftemper,. and at the fame time to her glory 
in furmounting them, (he bad alfo many fecret 
woes to combat .with, the leaft of which was fuf- 
ficient to have overwiielmed a mind not refolvei 

to 
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Co be above all things in this world, and entirely 
rdigned to the will of the Supreme Being. \ 

For this one inilance of true heroifm ancf 
magnanimity, I could produce a great number of 
odiers of a different nature. — Few, if any fami- 
lies, have been without one or more perfons in it, 
who by their carelefsnefs in reftraining thofe inor*^ 
dinate emotions, to which the mind is fo liable, 
have brought fome fearful ailment in the body, 
and then with an equal meannefs have funk un- 
der itr 

THAUMJNTIUS is allowed bv all his ac- 
qtaintance to be one of the greateu valetudina- 
rians in the world, — He trembles at the very 
mention of a diftemper, though in a fingle pcrfon, 
and at the diftance of many miles, and confults his 
phyficians whether fome fymptoms, he prefently 
imagines he feels within himfdfy be not an indica-^ 
tion of his having catched it : — he files the town 
on theleaft increafe of the bills of mortality, and, 
returns to it on the news of even an infant's being 
fick in the country. — In fummer he is apprehen- 
five of a fever, in winter of an ague.-— Autumn and 
the fpring threaten fome change in the conftitution, 
which he is fure to think will be for the worfe.--^ 
He was told,' that the attitudes of the body in 
fencing opened the breaft, and thereby prevented 
all diftempers of the lungs, on which he pafled' 
three parts in four of his time in that exocife; 
but afterward happening to hear one fay ,"^311 mo- 
tion was too violent and precipitate; ancHmight 
poffibly occafion languors, and fainting fweat$, 
hurtful to the human fyftem, he threw away his* 
foils, 3fii never iince could be perfuaded to wear 
a fword, left fome afirontfhould provoke 4iim to 
draw it to the prejudice of his mufdes.— Whe» 

ther- 
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the wind is in the eaft, it afFefls his eyes ; if in the 
north, it gives him cold ; In the fouth, it defiroys 
his appetite ; in the weft, it (polls his digeftion ; 
It can veer to no point of the compafs without'af- 
fcCt'ing him, and every change brings with it new 
terrors. — Nor fui>, nor moon, nor air, can fatisfy 
him for three minutes together ; and the conti- 
nual anxiety he is in at every little motion5 either 
of celeftlal or terreftrial bodies, has at length 
brought him into a kind of peevifhnefs, which it 
IS much to be feared will caufe, in a fhort time^ 
feme of thofe diftcmpers he is fo fearful of, and- 
takes fuch an over-care to avoid* 

• 

M I RA N D O LA hdii once a very graceful 
perfon, fine eyes, and a complexion rather too de- 
licate lor his fcx ; his whole ambition was to be' 
Well with the ladies ; but envy at his younger 
brother's good fortune has worn him to a ikeleton, 
given a fournefs to his features, and fpread a livid 
paicnefs over his face, rendering him rather an- 
,obje£t of pity than admiration. 

PLACIDAy finding the charms of her perfoijt 
decay, deftroys thofe which fhe tfiight retain even 
in old age, by becoming difcontented in herfelf^ 
and harfn in her behaviour to others.^ 

DRAXALLAi poflefled of an imagination 
that Ker hufband had not that affection for her he 
pretei^d, and (be believed her due, became fo ter- 
magant a wife, and continued fo long to perfecute 
him with caufelefs jealopfies, that he grew at laft 
weary of her fociety ; in fad, fought confolation 
for his difquiets at home in the arms of a more 
endearing companion abroad ; leaving her'l^ pine 
almoft to death, for a misfortune her own ill tem-^ 
per had been the occafion of. ^^ 
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Thus fo many people, by the fear of imagi- 
jsary ill^ create to themfelves real ones ; and others^ 
by endeavouring to fly a danger which fcems to 
threaten, run into far worfe which they never 
thought on. 

As fancy is never idle, and however indolent 
and fupine the body^ it will be always prefenting 
ideas to the mind of one kind or other, we fhould 
make it our principal care to cherifli only fuch as 
afford a pleafing profpedl ; and when any black 
and horrid images would force themfelves upon 
lis, to expel them as much as lies in our power.. 
— Sad^jthoughts will grow upon us If indulged, 
and not only ihew whatever is difagreeable in it- 
felf in a moft hideous form, but alu) make what 
is moft capable of delighting become odious ; 
all^ places will be irkfome ; all company dif- 
tafteful ; we {hall hate our v<Bry felves, and even 
life itfelf at laft will feem a burthen ; and then 
— - but I forbear to (hock the reader with a repe« 
tition of thofe fatal confequences, which too fre^ 
.<juendy, efpecially of late years, have attended 
fuch a fituation of mind. 

But fuppofing we are enabled by Him who 
alone ha^the power over life and death, to refrayi 
from any a£l of defperation, either on ourfelves 
or others, it is impoffible for us, while in this felf- 
tormenting ftate, to perform any of the duties of 
a good chriflian, or a good moralift. — All love 
and afFe£lion ccafes in us.— Wcl feel no commi- 
feration for the woes, nor partake in the felicity 
of our neighbour. — On the contrary, to fee any 
one chearful affords new matter for our difpleafure, 
and we ftrive by a thoufand ill-natured ad ions to 
deflroy it.-— UnaUie to take any fatisfadion but that 
hellifh one" of giving pain, all about us, as I 

have ' 
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have already taken notice, are fure to feel the ef« 
fe£h of our little malice ; and I know not whe- 
ther this venting our fpleen, and infufing fome 
degree of it in others, efpecially thofe of a weak 
conftitutioit, thereby contributing to difordersde- 
flru^ive of their health, thougk to iiUms^y be far 
from our intention, is not in reality to be guflty 
of manjlaughtir at leaft* % 

Vapours, fpleen, a dejefiion of fpirits, or by 
what name foever this epilepfy of the mind is call- 
ed, whether it proceeds from a real or imagined 
caufe, is certainly the worft mifchief one can fall 
into. — It puzzles the phyfician's art, becmtfe the 
remedy is bnly in ourfelves ; and we are incapable 
of applying it after the difeafe has gathered ftrength. 
— Few are ever cured of it, but all mav prevent 
it by a timely care. -— If therefore we deure a long 
life, or to enjoy any of its blefliogs, let us begia 
early to harmonize the mind, to ieafon it with ^ 
defire of doing good, to preferve an unfbakcn 
chearfulnefs in whatever ftation we may happen 
to be placed, to be alway refigned to the Great 
Difpofer of all things, to keep peace within our 
own bofoms, and accuftom ourfelves to ads of 
benevolence, affability, and good-humour to all 
we converfe or have any dealiiigs with.— Such fen- 
timenti, and fiich a behaviour, are the only anti- 
dotes againlt thofe poifonous conditions which 
corrupt the manners, pervert the underftanding^ 
and rob us of every thing that either is or pii^t 
to be dear to us. 

I DOUBT not but I {hall be condemned by 

fome of my readers, for having exprefled myf^lf 

. iffith too nnich warmth on this^Ribje£i \ and by 

others for having omitted fayip^: inany^things 

which the authority of holy writ gives WaTuffi- 

M;icnt 
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cient warrant to have urged. — As to the/r/?, the 
•melancholy inftances I dailjr fee, . or am credibly 
informed of, joined with the good-will I bear to 
markind in general, would not permit me tcf be 
more cool ; — and as to the ethers I thought it 
proper to leave the ftrongeft part of the argument 
to the reverend clergy, who can beft handle it, and 
whofe province it is. — Certainly there is nothing 
more demands their prefent care, or would more 
teftify their zeal and charitv for the happy fpw, 
who in thefe times of libertmifm ftill continue to 
think that attending to divine fervice is a duty in* 
cumbent on them, and not to be difpenfed with. 

Let the modi(h contemners of all facred rites 
laugh at me as much as they pleafe, I fhall not be 
afhamed to give it as my firm belief, that not only 
all the irregularities and extravagancies I have men* 
tioned, but many more, on which I have yet been 
filent, owe their rife chiefly to the vifiblc decay of 
religion among us, — If we throw off all regard 
for that Omnipotence to whom we owe our being, 
our prefervation, and our future hopes, well may 
all confideration of our fellow-creatures ceafe. -— 
If we level the dignity of human nature with that 
of the brutes^ it cannot but be expeded we ibould 
z& as they do ; and if we renounce all preteniions 
to another world, it ought not to be wondered at^ 
that while we are in thisy we Oiould think our- 
felves bound to obey no ruleis but the dictates of 
our own will, and even quit it when no longer 
capable of purfuing our wicked inclinations. 

The greateft fceptic of them all readily acknow- 
ledges that religion is good for fociety, and ftrikes 
an awe into vice ; how then is it confiftent MriA 
that mighty reafon on which they vaunt thetn- 
felves, or that morality they pretend to as the guide 

^ of 
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of their anions, to depreciate an inftitution, 
M^hichy by their own confeffion, is fo conducive 
to the peace and happineis of mankind ? 

But though there be fome who doubtlefs ima- 
gine they can fathom infini^ with the {hallow 
plummets of their own weak reafon, and make 
ufe with all their might of what (hare they are pof- 
fefTed of in oppofition to Him who gave it, I am 
ftrongly of opinion^ that the bulk of thofe who 
ad^£t to turn things facred into ridicule, think 
quite otherwife in their hearts: they fee clear 
enough the truths which they will not own, and 
but pretend to be purblind in their faith, as many 
t)f our modern fine gentlemen do in their fenfual 
optics, merely in complaifance to others, who have 
iji reality thofe defedls. 

How ample a ^eld for obfervation now opens 
to my view ! But I may poffibly be accufed, as 
having already gone too great lengths for a Female 

, Sfe£fat9r : — andl muft indeed confefs, that fome 
late fad events which have happened, and others 
which threaten in families for whom I have the 
greatefl regard, have taken m6 fomewhat out of 
my way, but I {hall eafiiy get home again, and 
return to my old path, I hope to the fatisfa£lion 
and emolument of thofe for whofe fake this under- 

, taking was principally fet on foot. 

Of all the miflakes mankind are guilty of in 
domeflic affair?, there is none greater, or more 
prevents the attainment of our wifhes, be they of 
what kind foever, than attempting to acquit^, it 
merely by coippullion. — The proud and fclf-wHfcd 

i^erfon finds others as little condefcending ji» hxvx-r 
elf, and the one ferves to harden the <Aher In 
ojjftinacy and pervcrfenefs, ',- ^ 

WitEREAS, 
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Whereas, on the contrary, a fweet gende 
behaviour fteals upon the foul by impercepdhle 
degrees, and melts the moft obdurate heart.— In 
feeming to yield, it vaniOies } and though the vido- 
ries it g^ns are often flow, yet they are intire and 
permanent.— -There is fomewhat in human na- 
ture, thro* the corruption of ill habits or paffions, 
diat will not fufFer it alwajrs to hold out againft 
a continued benevolence and foftne&« 

The prefent age affords a royal example of 
this truth. — ^Wc have fecn a hero labouring under 
the difpleafure of his king and father, difgraced, 
menaced, imprifoned, and at laft compelled to give 
his hand to a princefs for whom at that time he 
bad not the leaft inclination. — He wedded her, 
it is true >— ' the ceremony of the church was per- 
formed 5 —but that was JuL — ^The rites of mar- 
riage remained incomplete; nor could any confi'^ 
deration prevail on htm to become more a huiband 
than in name,—- Long did fhe continue a virgin- 
bride, — long fmother her fecret difcontents ; — 
(he complained not of his injuftice even to himfelf, 
but preferved an unihaken complaifance, and ten- 
dernelsto him in private; and in public afTumed 
a chearfulnefs, which was aftonifhing to himfelf as 
well as to thofe who being about them could not 
avoid being made acquainted with the fecret of his 
behaviour, and at* the fame 'time ihewed her to 
others as a princefs pofiefled of all {he had to wiiht 

The death of his royal father, at laft, put an 
end to the conftraint both had fo long endured, 
and^tbe poor princefs expeded nothing lefs than 
thit, as their marriage had not been confummated| 
he would begin his refgn by difannulling it. 

Arnjt 
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After the chief of the nobility had paid their 
compliments to their new fovereigrr, on his accef- ' 
fion to the throne, they all came into her apart- 
ment on the fame occa^on ;, but the greateft part 
of them more out of form, than any belief they 
bad (he would enjoy the title they now gave her: 
(he received their congratulations however with 
hef ulual^aiFability, though with a heart full of the 
extremeft perturbations, convinced within herfe.f 
that the refpedl fhe now received, was no more 
than a pageantry of greatnefs, a mimic ftate, which 
would only ferve to heighten her difgrace, when 
Ibeking^s intentions towards her Ihould berevealed. 

But how did her dilbrders and her apprehen- 
fions magnify, wlien the room being very full, {he 
faw thofe at the lower end fall back to make way 
for his majefty, who in perfon waa juft entering ! 
— rShe now not doubted. but this unexpeSed vifit 
was made to let Her know fhe muft remove froni 
his palace, and that he had the cruelty to add to 
.tHe mortificati&n' it muft' give her^ by telling her 
to in the prefence of thofe who were at that in- 
ftant making their court to her. 

Scarce had (he die power to rife from the 
chair fhe. fat on, to receive him y and when (he 
4id fo, her trembling limbs refufed to bear hek* 
weight, and (he was obliged to lean on a lady's 
arm who ftood next her. -<«• She was endeavouring, 
however, to make fome apology for the diforders 
ibe wjs fenfible were but too vifible in her coun- 
tenance, when he prevented her, by approaching 
with words to this eSe£t : 

Madam, 
THE whole kingdom knows with what nlu^ance 
t accompanied you to the altar ^ and you know the 
. Yoj-f I. N manner 
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miann^ in which I have Kved tvrib you eutrfinci : 
f^bothjhefe reflexions may give you fome reafon U 
imagine^ that as lam new the fuajier of my a^ions^ 
JfhaU renounce thofi obligations^ which I was but 
compelled to enter tnto^ and which on my fart bavi 
never been fulfilled : ^^h^JbioWj madanty that your 
patience^ tenaeme/sj forgiving fweetnefs ofdifptH 
fttion^ and a tboufand other virtues of the mind^ 
f?ave longfince opened my eyes to the beauties of your 
perfon^ though there were fomething in my nature^ 
^all it by what name you pleafe^ that would net 
fuffer me to confejs ity till 1 cjoild do fo in a masi* 
ner asjhwli convince yeu^ and all the worlds tbe^ 
it was the effe£f of my own free-will : — that op- 
forfunity is arrived ; and I now invite you to par^ 
take with me a throne you are fo worthy tofiU^ and 
a bed you have been too long abfentfrom. — Let this 
fnemory of my pajl injuftice to your merit be forgot* 
ten^ or remembered ony to'increafe your trium^ in 
furmounting it. 

Thb beginning of this fpeech (eeming to con- 
firm all that her moft dreadful a^^rehenfions hiM 
fuggefted, fo overcame her i^irits, that the latter 
part of it would hardly have been intelligible to 
lier, bad ibe not on his cohdudiiig it found her- 
li^lf within his arms, locked m the moft tender and 
ilrenuobs embrace^ favour be had litrer granted 
her befor<^> and "ivhich now lifldred her of the To 
,^rtunate i-everfe in her condition. 

Th B eyes ^the whole illuftrious aflembly were 
fUlcd with tears of joy at this moving fcene; 
^l^hich fo divided their acfaniratlon, that they knew 
not which deferved it moft, the virtues of the 
queen, which had occafioned a change the rooft 
imejicpeded that could b^ or thcgeneroiity'of tbe . 
king ki i^^d'mg it. 

WjlAT 
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What th(^ muft that amiable princefs hcr^ 
4di{ feel on (o fiidden a tmnfitbn from a ftate of 

fhe fevered anxiety and grief> to one all bappinefis 

luui jo)r !-r-to fiadf inftead of an implacable, aver* 
>fion and difdabs^^ nidofs of ^e ftrongeft a^fSion 

«nd refpefibi -^irtSead of the difgrace (he tboiJght 

immediate and inevitaUe, to be lifted to the part- 
.oeribip of idveceign power i --^ inflead of being 

reduced to the pity of the world, to become the 
; pride iU)d envy of it i *— and tordle^that aU this 
. was .wholly owing to h& own condud and tern* 
. {Mr, was fucb accumulated feUcity^ as more than 

compenfated for the fulFerings Ihe Iiad UAder- 

gone! 

This, I thiixlc> is aftiriing inftance what won«- 

.ilers goad-naturi, and the qualities arifing from it, 
are capable of. producing. -^ How wretched had 
-this now happy princefs beet^ had ihe returned 
.the indijflFerence of her illuftrious fpoufe with ful- 
lead^ooten^ fecret reproaches, open, complain^ 

^ii^ or 9ny uher marks of refentment for the 
.affront oJ9E?red to her youth and beauty, and how 

. ^«atly would fuch a behaviour have jufHfied his 
diflike! T-^ Qn the other hand, how amiable did 
fhe appear to hi^, adorned with meeknefs and 
good^naturel and how eaflly did that great heart, 
unmoved, unibaken bythe tempefts of authority, 

. bow down and yield it&lf to the more prevailing 
force of love and fc^iefs ! 

&JCH inftances larely happen in {)ei;fons of this 
^exalted.ftation ; and when:theydo, attrad tho eyes 
of the whole admiring World : but there have been 
thofe, who, though in a lower (phere>of life, have. 
behaved in a manner no leG worthy of imitaSon^ 

DORiMON^isd Alith^AVf^tt mafric^al^ 
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moft too young to know the duties of the ftate 
they entered into ; yet both being extremely good* 
natured, a mutual defire of obliging each odier 
appeared in all their words and adions ', and tho'" 
this compkifance was not owing to thofe tender 
emotions which attrad the heart with a refiftleis 
force, and bear the name of love, yet were the 
e£Feds fo much the fame as not'to be diftinguiibed. 

The firft year of their marriage made them 
the happy parents of an heir to a plentiful eftatt. 
-—The kindred on both fides. feemed to vye with 
each other, which fhould give, the greatdl tefti- 
monies of their Citbfadiion. — All their friends 
congratulated ^is addit ion to their felicity ; and, 
for a time,, the moft perfe£): joy and tranquility 
reigned^ not only in their own family, but in aU 
iboifi who bad any rehtion to them. 

jIL17HEJj after (he became a mother, began 
to feel, by degrees, a greater warmth of affeAion 
.for him that made her (b ; and having no reafon 
to doubt an equal regard from him, thought herfelf 
as happy as woman could be, and that there were 
joy iio love greater than before ihe had any no- 
tion oL^ 

' QuiT£ otherwife was it with D^ri/iim ; the 
tifiie indeed was now arrived, which taught him 
w^t it was*to love. — The hopes, the fears, the 
anxieties, the impatiencies, all the unnumbered 
cares which are tll^ibuted to that paflton, now took 
poQeffion of his heart : — he pined, lie languiihed, 
but alas ! not for bis wife. — ^ He had unhappily 
feen a young lady at the opera, who had charais 
^for him,, which be had never ieen in the whole 
fcx before. — As he happened to fit in the (ame 
1^ witt^ her^ he had ^ opportuni^ of ipeakiog 
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to her, which though only on ordinary fubjeSs, 
every anfwer (he made to whathefaid, Teemed t&t 
bim to difcover i profufion of wit, and gave him 
the mofl longing defire to be acquainted with her. 

FokttHJ^r, favourable to his wiflies, prefented 
her to him the next day in the park, accompanied 
with a lady and gentleman, the latter of whom he 
had a flight knowledge of : — he only bowed to 
them the firft turn, but gathered courage to jtiin 
company with them oii the fecond ; and perceiv- 
ing that it was to the other lady that the gentle- 
man feemed mod attached, he was at the greater 
liberty to fay a thoufand gallant things to her, who 
was the objed of his new flame « 

MELISSA^ for fo I (hall call her, was vaia» 
gay, and in every refpeft one of thof^' modilh 
ladies, of which a former fpe£tator has given a 
description : {he received the compliments he 
made her In a manner, that made him fee his con* 
verfation was not difagreeable to her ; and fome 
mention happening to be made of a mafquerade 
that night, {he told him,*as if by chance, that {he 
was to be there, and that her fair companion and 
herfelf were going to befpeak habits at a warehoufe 
ibe mentioned, as foon as they left the park. 

The hint was not \o& upon him, and thinking 
that it would feem too prefuming to a{k leave, to 
wait on her at her houfe, the firft time of being 
in her company, he refolved to make it his bufinefs 
to find out, if poffible,«what habit {he made choice 
<>f, to go to the mafquerade, where the freedom 
of the place might give him a better opportunity 
of teftifying the defire he had of improving an ac- 
quaintance with her, 

N 3 Ac- 
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Accordingly, after tftcir quitting him at the 
(ark-gate, he followed at a diftance the two chairs 
that waited for them,, and placing hiitifelf near 
ctiough the habit-ihopy to fee whoever went ia* 
or our, found his flame had not deceived him in 
what flie faid. — The ladies having difpatchcd 
what they came about, went again into their chairs. 
— They were no fooner gone than he went into 
the (hop, and on a pretence of ordering a demifit 
for himfelf, fell into difcourfe with the woman 
behind the counter, whom he eafily prevailed on 
to let him know, not only what habits the ladies 
v^ho had juft left her had befpoke, but alfo o£ 
vbhat condition and charafler they were, — She in- 
formed him, that Melijfa had a large fortune, and 
lier parents being dead was under the care of guar- 
dians, wl¥>ni, notwithftanding, flic did not live 
^'ith, but had lodgings herfclf near Srofuencr" 
fiuare :'^—th.'aX fhe kept a great deal of company,, 
was wfcat the world called, a coquet, but had hi** 
•hertopreferved her reputation; — that thelady who 
was with her was the daughter of a country gen* 
tJtinan fome\T^hat related to her, how nearly fh^ 
cculd not ttU, lut heard (he was on the point at 
ipairiage with a perfon of rank. " 

DOR I MO N. v»as tranfported at this intelli^* 
genc.c,. as it; feemed to promife htm an ^fy accefe 
to her acquaintance, and the privilege of vifiting^ 
her ; which probably in thcfe early d^ys of his 
paffion, was all he aimtd at, or if he thought oa 
apy tiling further, the difficulties in accomplifliin^ 
his defirc feemed Icfs formidable than they would 
Ipye done, had fhe been of a more rcferved temper, 
vi'cre already married, or under thci diredlon oC 
p rctttf. 

I^£K^i( did. ume a^pqu: b tedious as ^dlMt 
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before the hour of going to the malquerade : hig^ 
icDp^tience brought hiiu there the very iirft, and 
by that means he had an opportunity of obferying 
every one as they tame in : — MeliJTaj he wa» 
told, would be in the habit of a nun i and thougtf 
tiiere were feveral drefled in that manner, yet he 
diftinguiihed her from the others by her tallnefs- 
the moment fhe appeared* 

Hfi accofted h^r with the ufual phrafes of — ' 
Do you kno'O) nu ? v- and — / know you ? — but 
was not Jong before he made beT fenfible of hif- « 
more particular attachment ; and told her, that 
)Mvtng ioft ht» heart that morning in the park, it 
now diref^ed him how to difcover the loVeiy fhkf> 
tfao' difguifed} amidft fo numerous an afiembly. 

This, and fome other cxprefEons of the fame 
feature, convincing, her that he was^the gentlemaiv 
who had made her fo many compliments in the'' 
morning, immediately flattered her vanity with a 
new conquefli ; and as ihe found htm a perfon ^i 
wit, and doubted nat of his being a man of con* 
dition by his appearance,, refolved to omit nothing: 
that might fecure him : accordingly, as all true 
eoquets do at firft, Che affefked to liften with a^ 
pleafed attention ta the aflurances he ^ve her of 
hJs paflion, and frequently let fall fome words, as 
if they efcaped her Inadvertently, that might make 
hini think flie would not be ungrateful it he per* 
fifted in ^ving her teftin^nies c^a conft^t flame* 
—Ladies of her charadler have always this maxin» 
at heart, 

Kindnejs has riftjilefscharms^ 
jtll, things elfe but faintly warms r 
It gilds the lover* s firvtle chain^ 
■ Jnd mahi thi fiave grow pjea^dnni^ vain. 

»4r Bar 
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But the misfortune is, thatTuch a behaviour 
for the mofi part proves fatal to tbemfelvcs in the 
end ; — they toy fo long with the darts of love, 
that their own bofoms are frequently pierced when 
they little think of it ; and the deluding fiie, who 
has made numbers languifb, becomes a prey per- 
haps to one who leaft merits or regards the vidory 
be gains, 

DO RIMO Ny however, was tranfported to 
find the offer he had made her of Lis heart fo well 
xeceived, and made fo good ufe of the opportunity 
flie gave him of entertaining her the whole time 
of the mafquerade, that he obtained her permiifion 
to attend her home, and as it was then -too late for 
t htm to continue their converfation, to vifit them 
the next day in the afterjioon. 

This quite eftablilbed an acquaintance between 
them ; he went every day to fee her ; ihe admit- 
ted him when all other company were denied i he 
had always the preference of waiting on her to th^ 
park, >^e opera, the play, and, in fine, wherever - 
ihe weijts and when fome of her more prudent 
i<iends took notice of their being fo frequently to* 
.getlier, and had heard that he was a married man, 
Ihe ^nJy laughed at their remcnftrances, and re- 
p)ied» that as ihe had no farther concern with him 
than mer'ely to gallant her about to public places, 
Ihe had no bufmefs to enquire into his private cir- 
f cumft<inces i -^ that if he were married, his wife 

only,.hftd to do with it; and as for her own part, 
(he thought him a very pretty fellow, and quite 
fit for the ufe (he had made of him^ adding, that 
if ihe were mifirefs of his heart, it was indifferent 
to her who had his hand. 

MELISSJy it is probable^ had indeed no other 't 

view 
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view in entertaining Dmmon, and receivin^sjT 
addrefles, than the fame fhe had in treating with 
a like behaviour numbers before him, merely for 
the fake of hearing herfelf praifed, and giving pain, 
as (he imagined, to others of her admirers, who 
were lefs frequently admitted. 

But how dangerous a thing it is to have too 
great an intimacy with a perfon of a different fex, 
many of a greater {hare of difcretion than Melljfa 
have experienced. — This unwary lady, in medi- 
tating new arts, the more to captivate her lover, 
became enfnared herfelf ; — in (ine, (he liked, (he 
loved, as much as any woman of that airy and vo- 
latile difpofition can be faid to love : — what Ihe 
felt for him, however, had all the eiFeSs which 
the moft ferious paiBon in one of a different tent^ \¥ 
per could have produced, and Dorimon had as am- 
ple a gratification of his defires, as his moft fan- 
guine hopes could have prefented him an idea of. 

jf LITHE Jy all this while, loft ground in his 
affedlion ; — fhe every day feemed lefis fair, and 
whatever flie faid or did had in it a kind of auk* 
wardtiefs, which before he was far from difcover- 
ing in her: every thing was now difpleafmg in 
her, — If endearing, her fondnefs was childifh and 
filly ; — and if fhe was more referved, fullen and 
ill-natured.— One moment he^ was out of humour 
if fhe fpoke, the next offended at her filence. — • 
He was continually feeking fome pretence to find 
fault with the moft juftifiable condud! that ever 
was, and even vexed that he had nothing in reality 
to condemn. — An unhpppy, but certain confc- 
quence of a new attachment, which, not content 
with the injury it does, alfo adds to it by ill hu- 
mour, and a wifh of fome occafion to hitp the ob« 
jeft we no longer love 

N 5 Thb 
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The poor lady could- fiol but obferve this al- 
teration in his behaviour; but as (be was far fronl' 
gueffing the real motive^ impu^d it to fome un- 
mcky turn in his affairs^ thougli of what nature fhe 
could not imagine, be having a large fortune fettled 
on him at their marriage, befide the reveffion o£ 
wha^ bis father (hould die poflefied of, and was in- 
the power of nobody- to deprive him ofi 

Os the firft xK>tice fhe took of his difcontent,. 
ihe afked him, as became a tender and afFedionate 
wife, if any thing bad happened either frOm herr 
fiunily or his owiv to give him fubjeft of com* 
plaint ?^ But he.anfwerii^ with peevimnefs, fhe de-^ 
liRcd from any further enquiry, judging, as he did/ 
not think proper to truft her with the fecret, it 
would but add to bis dif^iets to teftify a. defire 
of kaowing it.. 

' FjOit more tlian a whole year did fhe combat 
bis-ill- humour wkhfweetnefs, gentleneis, and the 
moft obliging behaviour ; and though fte began- 
to thif)k.herfeIfloft tohis^aflfeSion, bore even that- 
affinSing refle£tipn with the moft'fubmiiEve pa- 
tience,, till flattering hcrfclf, that if^it were eveii 
fo, he would' onie. day confider (he deferved not. 
hcp iU fortune. 

jEALt>»;SY was,.however, apaffion Ihe was- 
whojly uhacqjLiainted with: many very beautiful | 
ladies^ften vifitedvat her houfe, arid (he had never • 
feen the leaft propenPity in him to gallantry with* 
any of: tbem ; . — he rather behaved to th6m with 
a greater referve than was confident with the good^ 
breeding and complaifance which might have been 
expefled from a man of his years ; To that flic ima- 
:^.^ined rather a difguft to the whole fex was grow* 
irg on him, than any particular attachment (o oiie. 

T.HV1. 
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- Thus did her innocence and unfuipedlng na<* 
ture deceive her, till one day a female frijend, more 
bufy than wife, opened her eye9 to the true Jpeafon 
of her huiband^s coldnefs. 

This lady, by means of a fervant-maid flie 
had lately entertained, and who had lived with 
MeliJJa long enough to know the whole fecret of 
her amour with Dmmotty and was difmifled on- 
fome diflike, was a;ia.de acquainted with all that 
pafled betweenthatguilty pair. — She learned fromi 
tivs unfaithful creature, that ^//^ had been made-' 
a« mother by Dorifmn^ znd that the child was dif- 
pofed of to a perfon, who., for a prefent of fifty 

Suineas, had taken the fole charge of it, fo as it 
^ould never appear to the difgrace of the unna* 
tural parents. — Not . the moft minute circum- 
ftance relating to the affair but was betrayed by 
this wretch, partly in revenge for her hiving beer^ 
difcardcd by ber tormer lady, and partly to gain, 
favour with the prefent, who, (he eafily perceived, 
loved to hear news of this kindl 

ALITHEJyfo\Mi^m have treated this ac* 
'count as fabulous, and have perfuaded her friend 
to regard it pnly as a piece of malice in the re- 
porter \ but the other waspoiitive in her affertior-;, 
sxki told her it, was utterly impoffiblt for fuch a 
^creature ^o /drefs up a fidlion with fo many parti > 
culars, and fuch a fliew of truth \r^BeJidest added 
flie, if there were nothing ir^it^ we might eafily dif-^ 
prove alljhe h^s faid^ dy going to the woman wh^ 
has the care of the childy and whofe name^0d 
^ace- of ahodi Jbe has told me^ . » 

Compelled at laft to believe her misfortune 

but too certain, a while ihe gave a k>ofe to tears, 

. and to complainings, but her good fenfe, as well ^h 

N-6^. gpoii 
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good nature, foon got. the better of her burft of 
paffion ; and when her friend afked her in v^hat 
manner Ihe would proceed, in order to do herfelf 
juftice, — What can I doy replied this charming 
wife, but endeavour to render myfelfmore obliging^ 
more pleafant^, more engaging^ if pojjible^ than my 
rivals and make Dorimonyjrf, he can find nothing in 
MeliiTa that it wanting in me! 

Oheavenl cried the lady, can you forgive fucb 
an injury ? — Tes^ refum^ Alithea^ ftifling her 
figbs as much as fhe was able, Love is anlnvolun^' 
tary paffion. — jind will you not upbraid him with 
hit ingratitudcy and expofe Meliflk ! faid ihe. — • 
Neither the one, nor the other, anfwered Alithta 
coldly : Either ofthefe methods would indeed render 
me unworthy of a return of his affeSlion ; and I 
conjure and befeecb you, added flie, by all the friend^ 
Jhip J flatter my f elf you have for me, that you will 
nevtr make the leaji mention of this affair to any 
one in the, world. 

This moderation was aftonifhing to the perfon 
who was witnefs of it ; however, the promifed to 
be intirely filent, fmce it was requeftcd with fo 
much earneftnefs -, but how little fhe was capable 
cf keeping her word, moft of ber acquaintance 
tould tefiify, to whom not only the fault of Do^ 
rimon, but the manner in which his wife received 
the account of it, wa$ not three days a fecret. 

ALITHEA was no Tooner left alone, and at 
liberty to meditate more deeply on the (hocking 
intelligence (he had received, than (he again bc^ 
gan to fancy there was a poffibility of its being 
iAit : — the fufpence, however. Teeming more un-> 
c^fy to her than the confirmation could be, refol* 
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ved to be more fully convinced of the truth, if 
there was any means of being fo. 

Accordingly {he made an old woman, who 
had been her. nurfe in her family, and whofe fi- 
delity and difcretion (he could depend upon, her 
confidante in this afFair; and it was, concluded be- 
tween them, that a fpy fhould be employed to 
follow Dorimon at a dittance wherever he went, 
and alfo make a private enquiry into the beha- 
viour and character of Meltjfa among the neigh- 
bi)urs who lived near her. 

A VERY little fearch ferved to unravel the my- 
ftery, and corroborate all that had been faid to her 
concerning it. — The emiflary foon learned^ that 
Dorimon failed not one day in his vifits to this en- 
groffer of his heart 5 — that they were often feen 
to go' out together in a hackney-coach in the be- 
ginning of the evening, and that the lady returned 
not till near morning j — that (he had been ob- 
ferved, fome months paft, to be more grofs than 
ufual, and had affeded to wear a loofe drefs ; -— 
that flie had been abfent from her lodgings three 
or four days, came home very much indifpofed^ 
and kept her bed for more than a week, yet had 
neither phyfician nor apothecary to attend her ; and 
on the whole it was believed by every body, that 
(he had been in that time delivered of a child. 

The unhappy wife of Dorimonj now as much 
alTured of his perfidy as (he could be without ocu- 
lar demonftration, fet herfelf to bear it with as 
much patience as (he was able \ which was indeed 
fufficient to render her behaviour fuch as made 
him certain in his own mind, that (he had not the 
leafk fufpicion of the wrong he did her ; and alio 
compelled him very often toaccufe bimfeif for 

being 
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being guUty of what he could not anfwer to his 
feafon, yet had not flrength i^nough of refdution 
to refrain, even though thet:ondu£t of yli]?//^^^ 
who could xiot help co(]^etting^ wUh others even 
before hi$ face, occailon&i him ^9 have many quar^^ 
rels with her, and made him fee, in fpite of the 
paffion he ftill continued to have for her, the di£» 
ference between a miftrefs and a wife. 

Whenever AUtiea reileded on this change 
in her hufband,. as (he had little elfe in her mind^. 
there was no part in the adventure appeared morf 
flrange to her, than that a lady born and educated^ 
10 the manner ibe Icnew M^iff^ w?a^, and who 
has fo far yielded to t^e temptatioi;ts of her paffion^- 
as to throw ofif all modefly and honour for the gm*- 
tification of it, ibould have fo little regard for the 
innocent babe, the produce of her guilty flame, as 
to abandon it to miferies of (he knew not ^hat 
kind. -^ This was a barbarity (he thought ex^ 
cceded the crime t^ which it owed its births and; 
£he more readily forgave the< injury done to ber-^. 
ielf, than that to the helfdefs infant* 

The more Ihe refledted, the more ihe was af- 
tonifhed, that womankind. could dSt fo contrary 
to r.ature;,a4d by often pi£^uring to herfelf the 
woes to wbic^ this poor deferted child mi^ht pro* 
bably be expdfed, became at length fo diliolved jn 
foft compaffion, as to form a refolution, which, L 
believe, few be^de herfelf .wa» ever capaUe of* 

She had been informed, by her officious friend, 
both of the name and habitation of the woman 
with whom this poor little creature had been left ; 
' and without making any one perfon privy to her 
\deCgn, muffled herfelf up in her capuchin, and 
went in a hackney-chair to her boufe : the other 
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received her with a great deal ofrefpe^t and kind*- 
nefs, imagining (he was come on the fame bu(inef»^ 
Melijfd^ and many befides her, who love the crime, 
but hate the fhame of being detected in it, hact 
done. — She was immediately condufted into a 
private room,, and told, that (tit might be free in?, 
communicatingany thingto her, for {he was a per* 
fon who bad been intruded by thofc who would 
not be thought guilty of afalfe ftep^for the world*. 

Thr virtuous Alithea blufhed, even at being 
Aifpefted by this woman to be guilty of an aft her 
foul (buddered at the thoughts another could com* 
mit, and foon put an end to the harangues fhe was 
making on her own care, ikill, and ndelity : — P 
conn fiot^ faid the wife of Dorimort^ on the bu* 
Jinefs youfeem to think ^ yet which no lefs requires: 
your fecrefy ; — /" have no happy infant to leave ^ 
zuith you 5 but to eafe y^u of one whom you have-^ 
lately taken charge oj. 

Th E midwife looked very much furprlzed to- 
bear her fpeak.in this manner, and knew not well 
wliat anfwer to make ; but Jlithea foon put an* 
end to Her fufpence, t^ telling her that fee was in 
the fecret of the lady who was delivered of a childi 
at her houfe fuch a time, which fee mentioned ex« 
aftly to her, and who had given fifty guineas to be 
tafed for ever of the trouble of it. — /^wi, faid:^ 
AHthea^ (i near relation of that gentleman to whom* 
the little wretch owes its being j and who cannot eon^ 
fent that any thing which does foy though begot in, 
an unwarrantable way^ Jhould be. deferted and ex- 
pofed in the fajhion fuch children often ate : — t' 
therefore dejtre thatj if alive^ you will let me fee 
ity that I may provide for it in a different way 
than it can he expelled you Jhould do for tKe poor 
pittance left you by. the mother ^ 
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/ The woman then began to expatiate on the 
impoffibility of her taking the care me could wifh 
to do of children left with her on thofe terms ; but 
that heaven knew (he did all (he could, and often 
laid out more than (he received. — She aflfured 
her that the child (be enquired after was alive> and 
a fine boy ; and that he was with a perfon Who 
indeed nurfed for the parifh, but was a very good 
woman, and did her duty. 

THAT may ht^ faid Alithea, hut I mujl have 
him removed ; and if you can provide another who 
may he depended on, I have orders from the father 
to fatisfy you for your trouble, in a more ample man-' 
ner than you can dejire : in the mean time, conti* 
nued (he, putting nve guineas into her hand, take 
this as an earnefi, and let the child he brought here 
to-morrow about this time, and a new nurfe whom 
you can recommend, and I will give them a meeting. 

A CUE AT deal of farther difcourfe pafled be- 
tween them on this affair, on the conciufion of 
!iJ^hich the woman agreed to do whatever was re- 
quired of her; and was doubtlefs no lefs rejoiced 
at the offer made by this unknown lady, than (he 
was that by accepting of it (he (hould preferve 
from mifery an innocent creature, who though (he 
had not feen, (he felt a kind of natural ail^ion 
for, as being Dorimon^s. 

This excelling pattern of good-nature and con- 
Jugd love, took with her the next day every thing 
oenttiDg a child to wear whom (he was determined 
to make her own by adoption ', and no fooner faw 
him ixi his new nurfe's arms, than (he took him, 
embraced and kiflcd him with a tendernefs little 
lefs than maternal ; and having agreed upon terms 
for him^ made him be drefled in her prefence in 

the 
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^he things fhe had brought, which were very rich^ 
and had belonged to her own Ton at his age ; and 
every thing being fettled highly to the fatisfaftion 
of all parties concerned) returned home with a 
fecret contentment in her mind which no word$ 
are able to exprefs. 

i 

- • Nor was this a fudden flart of goodnels and 
generpfity, which I have known fome people to 
have manifefted for a time, and afterwards repent- 
ed of : — the more flie refle<3:ed on what (he had 
done, the more pieafufe fhe felt in it. — She never 
let a week pafs over without going to fee her 
charge, and how the perfon intruftcd with him 
behaved. — Had he been iti reality her own, and 
hek of the greateft poffeffions, her diligence in 
looking after the management of him could not 
be more. 

DORIMON all this while perfifted in bis 
attachpient tp*il::&//^, though her ill condud gave 
hjinii fuch frequent occaGons of quarrelling with 
her, that they were feveral times on the point of 
feeing each other no more. —The long intimacy 
between them, however, gave fufficient room for 
ccnfure : — thofe leafl inclined to judge the worfl 
of things could not help faying, that; it looked ill 
for a married man to appear in all public places 
without his wife, and in company with a lady 
whom fhe was not even acquainted with ; but 
others there were who were informed of tlieir more 
guilty meetings in private, and talked with fo 
little referve on the occafion, that what was faid 
reached the ears of the kindred of them both : — > 
thofe of Aliihea*s were extremely troubled and 
incenfed at the indignity offered to a woman, whofe 
behaviour not envy itfelf could traduce 5-^ but 
dfiSrous of being better informed of the truth than. 

by 


i 


by eommoa fiisiif » th^ff^iSfci her masy (pieftion% 
concerning tlie condiiA of her hu&aod tooaid» 
her; and gave frme hints^ plain enough to be un— 
derftood, that the wofid bad but an uX opinion ol' 
hini on that bead* 

To a]l wKicb, this excdknt wife replied witb 
an air that fliewed b(»v little fhe was pkafed with 
any difcouries of that nature ; — * telling theoi, that 
the idle fcandal of perfon^, wb^made it their bu« j 
finefs to pick meanings out of nofliing, oudit to be 
defpifed, not liftened to;— -that ibe herfelf, who* 
muft be aHowed the beft judge^ found nodiing in 
Dorimcn'B manner of living widi her to coi^ipba^ 
of; and that ihe (bouM never believe that perfon i 
Wiihed her wdl^ who endeavoured to fiU her mind 
with anyAilpicions o»'thal feore. I 

Th £ s e anfwers at length filenced al! who took 
am intereft in her happinefs ; her friends wifelv re* 
fleding^ that though aU th^ b^id heard of t>m-- 
a$n were true, the greateft addition that could be 
to her misforUine, was to be oonvinced cf it. 

But the fiither of D§rimoHy who was a perfoft 
of great (bbriety, and to whom the virtues ofJli^ 
thea had rendered her extremely dear, was lefs ea- 
fily put off than tbofe of her own blood. — He 
chid bis Ton in the fevereft SKinner ; and on hia 
denying what he was accufed of, and throwii^ 
out fome infinuations. as if he imagined his wife 
had uttered fome complaints againft him. — Np^ 
faid the old gentleman,. ^^ bears the wi^engsyou d^ 
bet but with too much patience ; and either neifees^ 
cr pretends mt iofee^ what is obvious to the whole 
town heffide. He then ran into many encomiuma|| 
oil the 1 weetnefs of her difpofition ; faid, that whe*- 
ther her compiaifance toward him were owing 
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cither to an unfuf^ding fixture, or to her pru» 
dence in aiming to regain his^ love by fuch ways . 
a» were- iTioft likely to (uccecd^ either of tbcfe qua- 
Mt»cs ought not to lofe their merit with a man OT 
uhderffanding J and nuthinksy added he, fljoutf 
tsoaaie yon ajhamed^ as often as you reflet that ycu[ 
havi a£ftd fo as to oblige her to exert ail her love 
^d virtue tofirghi* 

These kind of difcourfcs loft not all their ef- 
feift on Dorimon r — he had often been aftonilhed 
that all the rumours which had be^n fpread con- 
cerning his amour with Melijfa^ and which Teemed 
^ him next to an impoffibility not to have reached 
the ears of his wife> had never occafioned her ta 
let fall fome hints at leaft^ as if fhe feared a rival 
iti his heart. — He very well knew (he wanted not 
» ^eat (hare of difcernment in other things, and 
to be blind to that alone wherein fhe had the moft 
concern, he never could account for. — Hie had 
often heard from his acquaintance, and fometimes 
been a witnefs of the behaviour of women to their 
luiibands on the fubjedl of Jealoufy ; and found 
that of jfiithea fo widely different from all he had 
been told of others, that he could not help being 
extremely puzzled what motive to afcribe it to i, 
but was obliged to acquiefce in his own mind with 
tiie remonflrance made by his^father, that whether 
it were owing to her own innocence, which would 
Hpt fiiffer her to think another could be guilty^, or 
to the ftrehgpth of refolution and difcretioh which 
enabled her to bear the injury done to her^ he was. 
however either way more fortunate than any huf- 
band he knevir of in the like circumflances ; and 
in (pite of his faulty inclination for Meltjfay pre* 
fented her to his cooler thoughts in the mqjft ami- 
able light.. 
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It is highly probable, that in maturely balan*' 
cing the fdid merits of die wife, againft the light 
and trifling allurements of the miftrefs, he would 
in time have brought himfelf to do juftice to the 
one, and intirely ceafed to have any regard for the 
other ; but the virtues of Alithea had already fuf- 
tained a fufficient trial, and heaven thought fit to 
reward them, whenfbe, fo long inured to fuffer- 
iog, leaft cxfeSttA a relief. 

By accuftoming herlelf to perform the duties of 
a mother to the child of Milijfa^ (he grew really 
to love him as Gich ; and what at firft was only ^ ' 
pity, converted by degrees into a tender aflFedioq. 
-—When Dmrinwn was abroad, fhe would often 
order him to be brought to her, and fending for 4 
her own at the fame time, diverted herfelf with 
obferving the little grimaces which the two infants 
would make at each other. — She was one day 
employed in this manner, when Dorinwn unex- 
pededly returned, and came diredly into the room 
where they were : — whatever indifference he had 
for his wife, he had always (hewn the greateft ten- 
dernefs to her fon, and he now took him in his 
arms and kifled him, as was his cuftom to do. — « 
Hen is another little one^ faid Jlitbia fmiling, 
who claims fome portion of your kindnefs too^ am 
at the fame time prefented Melijfah child to hiau 
By what right y madam ? rqplied Dorifn^nj in the 
fame gay tone. — As be is minej refumed his wife* 
— - Tours / cried he. — Tes, anfwered fhe, he is 
mine by adoption ; and I muft have you look upon 
bim as your^s alfo, — My complaifance for you may 
carry me great lengths^ faid he ; but as I know you 
do nothing without being able to give a reafon^ 
fiould he glad to learn tbe motive of fo extrairdi-* j 
Tnary a reque/i. \ 

Onk 
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One of the children beginning to whimper a 
little, j/ltthea ordered the nurfes to take them bodi 
into another room ; and finding Dorimon in aa 
exceeding good humour, was pu£hed on by ap ic- 
refiftible impulfe, to fpeak to him in the follo\ifii\g; 
manner: 

THE infant you faw J faid {he, inamoreferi- 
ous tone than before, and whom I have in reattty 
taken under my care^ owes its being to two perfons 
ef condition I but being illegally begot y the care of 
reputation prevailed above nature ; and this inno^ 
cent produce of an inconjiderate paffion 1 found aban^ 
donedy a wretched caft'oway^ either to perijh^ or 
furviving^ furvive but to mtferies much worfethan 
death, — The thought was [hocking to me, and I 
refolved to fnatch him from the threatened woes^ 
and provide for him out of my private purfe, in 
Juch a manner as may not make life hateful to him* 

AN aSfion truly charitable, faid Dorimon, a 
little perplexed j but this is not the reafon I ex-^ 
pelted J Jthce by the fame rule your pity might be ek^ 
tended to hundreds, whom douktlefs you may Jnul 
ixpofed in the like manner. It muji therefore at- 
fome plea more forcible than mere compajpon that 
attaches you particularly to this child* 

m 

ALITHEA, who had forefeen what anfwer 
her hufband would make, was all the time he was 
(peaking debating within herfelf, whether it would 
be beft for her to evade, or to confefs the truth of 
this afFair \ and not being able to determine as yet, 
appeared no lef^ confufed and difordered than flie 
wpuld h^ve been, if about to make an acknow- 
ledgment for fome great offence : — -atlaft, a plea 
there is inied^ faid ihe^ bitt -^ here her voice and 
'*.% courage 
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courage fa3ed ber, and (he was uttedjr maUc li 
give him the fatisfa£lion he a(ked. 

/> OjR / Jf Oi^T was cpnfbunded bc|roiid mea- 
fure, and not knowing what to thiok of a bdn- '"^ 
viour fo new, and whkh feemed to denote ibe 
laboured with fomefecret of great importance, be 
looked ftedfaftly 'on her for fome -muuites ^ and 
perceiving that (he chained c<dour» and had her 
«yes fixed on the earth, grew quite inqiatient fx 
the certainty of what, as he has fince coofeflbd, 
lie then bc^n to conceive, cried out> Iflwtfka f 
m^ What mj/iirj f 

A mjftery^ replied &e, which Ihadfmubrathir 

you would guejs at than oblige me to unraveL'^r-C^ 

Dorimon ! continued (be, .after a pauCe, is there 

.no inflinSf in nature that tan inform you i my of' 

feUtonfor the father makes bis off springs ofwhrnn^ 

foever iom^ dear to me f-^ I cannot hate Meliffii 

Jo much as I love Dorimon ; and whiU lam per' 

forming the (ffices of a mother to. thii djildj fergit 

' the Jharejhe has in him^ to remember what low 

to him OS yours. 

Th £ reader's own imaginations muft here fop^ 
ply thephce of defcriptioo. — Impoffible it is m 
. any words to give a juft idea of what a hufband, 
circumAanced like Derimom muft fed l^i^To have 
his fault thus palpabiv made known tober, whom 
he mpiLderired {hould be ignorant of it^ — to re- 
ceive tbehigheft obligations, where he could have 
cxpeAed only refentment, — and to bear the de^ 
te£lion of what he had done discovered to himby 
tbe injured perfon, in fuch a manner as if herfelf, 
not he, had been the criminal, •-^.fo hurried his ; 
thoughts, between remorfe, aftonifbmei^..a|id j 
£bame, as left him not the power of mal^if^ die ^ 

kai 
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tcaft reply to what flie faid : — he talked fcvcral 
turns about the room in a difordered ihdtion, en^- 
deavouring to yecov^ a pr^ence of mind, which 
deemed fo nec^fiafy oa this occafibn, but in vain ; 
^nd atlaft, throwing himrelf into an eafy chair, 
juft oppefile to that in which his wife wa$ fitting. 
Good God/ cried he, am I awaie ! — Can it b4 
fjsJJibU there isfuch a woman in the world i 

TlTE fweet-fcmpered y////A//7 could jiot fee him 
in tbefe agitations without a concern, which made 
•her alfeoft repent her having occafioned them :— 
Ae ran haftilv to him, and throwing her arms 
ttliout his neclc, Mydear^ dear Dorimon, faid ifae, 
-ftt it not trotebU you tbat'I^m in pojfejjion of m 
-fecret which I neither fought after^ nor, when in.a 
piiiHnerforeediepdn me^ ever divulged to any perfiu 
'4ntbe worU,^^onfider me as I am -^ your wife^ 
"^ part of your/elf ^-^ and you will then be affured 
you can he guilty of no errors^ which I Jhall not 
4hen readily exeufe J and eartfuUy eonceaL'-^Judgfi 
'^fmyfincerityy contmued ihe, renewing her em- 
toraces, by knyhihaviourj which' you arefenfihlehas 
-mt the-leafi-betn changed by my inotvledge of this 
*kffair. 

t r ' 

; ^O^Al^tMEA, criedlie, preffing her tenderly to. 
-Iii^b6fi)te, * / ibw indeed fenfAh how little J have^ 
'^efervSfuth proofs' of your amazing goodnefs ; — - 
^my fokt overflows with grdtitude and love % — yit 
'bow can I dttonefor my pa ft crimes ? -fc— fly men' 
^'iioning it no mare, interrupted (he, arid to let me 
*fl9arein^hat heart my fff ant cf charms denies me tbt 
-hopes of fittinpwholly. ' 

To thefe endearing words he anfwered only m 
'broken iedtences, 'but fuch^> more tefiiiied:what^ 
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{he wifhed to find in him tdwarda her, thaa the 
moft eloquent fpeeches couM have done. -— She 
now was convinced that the viiSory (he had gained 
over him was perfed and fmcere^.and would have 
known a tranfport without alloy, but for the ten- 
der pain it gave her to find fo much difficulty ia 
perfuading him to forgive himfelf. 

He held her fitting on his knee, with bis arms 
round her waift, while (he related to him the means 
by which (he was made acquainted with hm 
crime ; cpncealing no part of what either Ihe 
heard, the fteps fhe took after the knowledge of 
her misfortune, and the various emotions which 
pafled in her foul, during the long feries of his in- 
difference to her : in- all which, he found fome- 
thing to admire ; and the more he faw into the 
greatnefs, as well as fwcetnefs of her mind> the 
inore his love and afloniihment increafed. 

TiLi^ firfl* proof he gave her,, that fhe fhouU 

have nothing for the future to apprehend on the 

.fcore oiMeliJfa^ was to write a letter to that lady i 

wherein he acquainted her, that, fenfibleofcbe 

'injury he had done the heft of wives and women^ 

he was determined to purfue no pleafures in which 

ihe dM not participate. -^ Hejeprefeoted to* her 

. the fhame ^and folly of carrying on an intrigue of 

^the nature. theirs bad been, in the au>ft pathetic 

terms ; and advifed her to think of living fo as to 

regain that reputation in the world > which he was 

obliged to confefs, he had contributed to make her 

lofe ; -^^iTured her, that the refolutiop he had 

now made, of feeing her no more^ was not to bis 

fhaken by any arguments in her power to make 

. vfeof ; therefore begged fhe would endeavour t« 

follow his example, and forget all that bad pafT^ 

between them. 

This, 
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• TWis, he the wing to 'Atitheay gavt hef a nciv ,- 
opportunity of exerting her good-natare. — She 
made him write it over .again, in order to fdfren 
fomc cxprcffioris in -it,- which £he wbuld have it 
were more harfli thao wasbecommgin Wm, to i 
woman he had onc^ Igved, aad perhaps would 
fcave rendered it at laft too gentle for the purpofc 
it was intended, could ihe nave prevailed on hini 
to alter it according to the jJiftates oPherbwd 
compafEohate and forgiving foul. But he belt 
knew the temper of theperfon he had to deal withi , 
find would not bid her adieu in ftidi a mahner a^ 
fliould give her-the leaf! room to flkttfer hdrfelf it 
^ould not be his laft. 


i. 


Though he dtfircd- no -anfwer, lie received 
one, filled with the.moft virulent reproaches. oii 
liimfelf, and mingled widimany conteiit^tuousrrer 
fleSionsonhis wife.i*-The firft, he wasunnioved 
at 5' bat Ae othei; totally d^sfttoyed* alt the remains 
^f '^gard and c6rtfideration hefiad fiir licr.'— He 
tore> the letter iWto a thoufend- pfeces/ and tofliev^ 
this injurious lady the contempt and rbfentment: 
with which he had treated what (heiaid,guhered 
0^ the!(cattered fragments, atiJ fent them back 
to*hcr under 3 feated cover, but without writing 
^a'wdrd. • -'-■••■ 

- * 'Ai'^rt R- ft?s he. -W^r entirely eafy, 'HfetWh muct^ 
no efforts to regain W^, btit^contented hefftlf Witii 
railing agajnft hipi and the innocent yf/iW^^^ where- 
rfverfee Wehtj but moft people knowing the itio; 
tiire, her 'malfc^ had no xjthcr effed th^n to mak6 
heffelf laughed at : — ihQ foon, howeVer, entered 
Into -a new anroiii'', and in the noife M^f made, a'l 
taHri of /her former engagement wa^ liid afidt- 
ivhile the happy AlHhea enjoyed the rceonipeac^ 
cf her virtue, in the tbntinued tenderneS of a hi:t- 
-' Vol. I, O bar.d, 
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band, who neyer could have loved her half (b well 
had be notloved dfewhere, becaufe he never could 
have had an opportunity of being fo well acquain* 
ted with thole virtues in her, which were the 
ground of bis aiFe£tioa. 

Thji compaflion (he had fhewn for the child 
of Milijpi was not a temporary {lart of goodnefs ; 
— (he perfifted in the moft tender care of him, — - 
had him educated in the fame manner wirfa her 
own, -^ and, to alleviate the misfortune of his 
birth, engag^ Dorimon to fet apart a confiderable 
Aim of money, in order to put him into a btifinefs, 
\yhich, when he erotvs of years to undertake, it 
will, according to all human probability, be his own 
fault if he does not fucceed in. 

I H Avs been the more tedious in this narrative, 
becaufe I think there is no particular in the con- 
du£i of the amiable Jlithta that ought to be o* 
mitted, or may not ferve to ibew how much % 
perfect good-nature may enable us to fufbin, and 
to forgive, 

I WOULD have nohufband, however, depend on 
this example, and become a Dorimon in expeda- 
tion of finding an Alithea in his wife : — it is putting 
the love and virtue of a woman to too fevere a 
left 9 and the more he thinks her capaUe of for- 
giving, the lets ought he to offend* 

NuMJEiERLESs are the branches of good-nar 
ture ! Numberlefs are the benefits we receive our* 
felvcs by it, and confer on others! Yet I have ob*- 
fcrved that this admirable quality, though in every 
one's mouth) is underdood but by few: mdii peo^^ 
pie are apt to confound it with anotlier, which inr 
deed in 6me refpe6ls has very much the appearance 
pf it, but is in reality far (hort of it in value. It 

may 
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mxf juftly be called the hand-inai<f of that great 
lad/, it obeys her commands, delivers her de« 
crees, and waits on all her a£lioni > but can do 
little of itfelf, and (hould never be put in compa« 
rifon. 

What I mean^ is an eafy freedom of behavt^ 
our, a ready com{diance with any thing proppfed 
in company, an endeavour to divert and pleafe, 
and fometimes 1 hofpitality and liberality ; and 
yet a perfon may be all £his, without that godd-^ 
nature I have attempted to defcribe, and which is 
able to work fuch prodigious ei(Fe6its. — ^The term 
I would therefore give this inferior good quality 
i& goed-^humouTy and how wide a difference tliere 
is between that and gdod-naturt few but have ex- 
perienced. 

KoT but it has its virtues, though in a lefs ex* 
tenflve degree, and not equally peraiincnt.-^Meer 
good'bumcur^ if abufed, will degenerate into its re- 
verfe ', but good-nature is always the (ame, and in-* 
icapable of changing :— like the Divine Source, of 
which it is an emanation, it returns injuries with 
benefits ; it endeavours to work on the bad heart 
that offers them, by foft perfuaiion, and pities 
what it cannot mend/ — In fine, good- humour is 
obliged to others for its fupport, good- nature only 
toit/df, . < . . 

As they, however, appear fo much alike, that 
without a long and perfect acauaintance with the 
perfon, they are not to be diftinguiflied, and are 
often mifiaken even by ourfelves, a little retrofpe6| 
into our a£lions, and the fource of them, is abfor 
lutely Eleceilary ; and then whoibevcr is pofleiled 
of the one may, without much difficulty, iipprove 
it mto the other ^ 

O % TH£RE 
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Tttkftfc is no one thing which affbrd$ a greater ■ 
proof of good-nature than biiing comraunitative, 
txA imparting, as much as m xit lies, what degree 
of knowledge, we ire ftoflfefTcd of, lo thofc whd 
may have lefs extended capacities, or fewer advart* 
tages of improvement. — Gopd-humeur will make 
li^'ttstdyto ackriowled|d am! dbinmeiid, perhaps 
tejond what it even merits, any excellence we find 
kl another ; hutgodd-Mun wiH make bs take the 
^ina of inftroainghqjwr.t'^a^^^c^'l'^^ce msay be 
heteht^n^d.'-^ Gdod^ifumour flfunS'hbtJin oppor* 
tunity of Obliging; hixt gdod-natufe is mdiiftrioBS 
in feeking out as many as it can. ^ — Good-humour 
ttef{utnt\y promt/es faiore tTian is in its p'ower to 
ferform j but good- ndiu're does more than it gives 
y^u reafon to expeff. 

These arc fome of the many marks by which, 
with a little application, you may know the difFe- 
ience between them ; arid it is certainly the bufi- 
nefs of every prudent perfon to mkke this difco- 
very in all tnofe they nave tny dealings wi&, or 
dependance upon j becaufe dtherwife they may be 
deceived into too hr|h- an opinion of the (fniy and 
i&it in their due regard to the other. 

There are people in* the world who feel no 
&tidfa£!ion equal to that of doing good ; -^ who 
wait not to be afked to do every thing'in their 
power to ferye you jj — and will not fcrupk to do 
a rinall pr^iidice'to theihfelvSs, if by i^ they rtiay 
procure a great advantage to their neighbours: — 
yet, notwithftahding all this innate berievolence 
and fweetnefs bf difpoiition, have fo ungracious a 
flfianner in conferring fevours, that the receiver 
lofes half the fatisfaction of the benefit,' and the 
giver niov^. than half the praifes due to his gaie- 

rofity : 


J 
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rofity. — ^The foul of fuch a one, has in it all thofc 
heavenly qualities which make up what we caU 
j;eod-nature ^ but there are oftentimes deficiencies 
either in the education or temperament of a per- 
fon, which will not fui£er it to fhine forth with 
, that unblemiihed luftre, that fo much attrads the 
love and admiration of mankind ; and the higheft 
chara£ler he bears from thofe moil obligated ta 
him, is that of afurly good man. 

A BENEFIT beftowed in apeeviflj, fullen, or 
diiSatorial way, is making one feel too feverely 
the neceiiity we are under of receiving it ; and 
fome there are fo delicate, that they would ra* 
ther chufe to remain under the moft cruel di» 
firefles, than be relieved from them by a perfoi| 
cf this -caft. 

GOOD-HUMOUR is therefore the proper 
channel through which the benefits flowing from 
good-nature ought to be conveyed, in order to 
compofe a truly amiable charader. 

I DOUBT not but my readers will undcrftand 
that by good' humour 1 mQ^n courtefy, afFability, 
chearfulnefs, and that certain foftnefs of manners 
which is fo engaging to all we come among -, but 
more particularly to thofe who are any ways ob- 
liged to us.— Thofe qualities, I think,, may with 
propriety enough be compared to fo many fweetly 
purling ftreams, which, tho' too fliallow to afford j 

us any great advantages, delight and charm us with f 

their gentle murmurs ; and good-nature^ to the ca« 
pacious river which feeds their currents, and is the 
fource of all the pleafures they produce ; yet, but 
for thefe outlets^ would be apt to fw^U into a 
roughnefs diiagreeable both to tiie eye and ear of 
all who approach its banks. 

O 3 SU^ 
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SVRINTHUS and Mwtano arc two gcndc- 
tnen who have an equal propenfity to a£lions of 
generofity and benevolence, yet are perfect oppo- 
iites in their manner of conducing them. — A 
merchant in the city, who had bosn in a very 
great intimacy with them both for a long time» 
happened by fome loflcs at fea, and other difap- 
pointmentSy to be very much diftrefied in his cir« 
cumliances :-— bills came faft upon him, and tho* 
be paid while be was able, and frequently put him- 
felt to the utmoft inconveniency to do fo, being 
willing to preferve his credit, in the hope of better 
fucceis in other ventures he had abroad ; yet he 
was juft upon the point of breaking, when one 
day ^urinthus^ having heard whifpers of his con^ 
dition, came to him, and accofting him in an 
abrupt manner, fFhat^ faid he, is it true thatjcu 
are undone f'-^hej tell me you mujl beconu a bank-' 
Tupt in three or four dajs^ and that there ii n9 
fcffibility of your holding out longer. 

The mercbaot was extremely (hocked, but 
conftiTcd that what be had beard was but too 
true ; — and that he muft yield to his hard fiatte 
unlcfs he could raife a thoufand pounds immedi« 
ately^ which fum, he faid, would make him per« 
fe611y eafy till the arrival of a fliip, by which he 
hoped b<^tt^ news. 

T HJT is.uaurfainy replied SurinthuSj ymth 
bis former roughn'eft; however, I will advance 
the money /or you : '^•call on me two or three bourt 
hence and I will have it ready- — But, continued 
he, you have certainly been guilty effome ill ma-^ 
nogcment^ or you could not havefalun inio tbeji 
mis fortunes \ — then proceeded to tell bim he did 
not like his dealing ^ffixhfuch a 9ne, and fucb a 


Book 6. SPECTATOR 319 

fff/; and his trading to thh or that pSLVt of the 
world ; and that, indeed, he had for a good while 
expeded t(f would tome to this. 

So true are the poet's words : 

lyhen things g$ illj each fool pretends f advife\ 
Andy if more happy ^ thinks himfelfmore wife. 

All this the poor merchant was obliged to 
bear for the fake of the favour he was to do him ; 
which was, indeed; truly generous and friendly, 
though offered in a fa(hi(Mi a little |alling to one 
who was himfelf a man of gre^t fpirit, and had 
been more accuftomed to confer than to receive ob^ 
ligations. But he had fcarce time to refle£t on 
this adventure, before he was told Montana defired 
to fpeak with him. 

This gentleinan wba had heard the fame news 
Eurinthus had done» and inftigated by the fame 
motive, came to make an oiFer of his fervice* tho' 
in a manner altogether the reverie.— He took not 
thf leaft notice of his misfortune; and behaving 
with his ufual chearfulnefs and complaifance, af* 
ter fome talk on ordinary affairs, / am glady faid 
he, / was fo fortunate to find you at home ; for I \ 

have a reque/t to make to you^ which your compliance / 
mfith will eafe me of a great deal of trouble. 

The merchant having aflured him that he ^ 
Ihould rqoice in any opporomity of oUigioe him^ ^ 
Ihavejufi received fift4en hundred pounds^mamoi 
the odier, and to tea you the truth j I d^ not know 
ffow to dtfpofe of it ^-^ I do net care to keepfiick 
etfum in my hmfe^ and I havenehankeratprejentj 
mr any way of laying it out pL my mind\ — i 
fyfiid therefore hi infinitely obliged tQ you^ if y^ 

would 
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u/€f/iU tah it and thr'9w k into trp^t. -^ / kn^im 
perfons ef your gnat dealings in the Uiorld.can at 
any tiwe have opportumtifs ^ getting rid ofjnsnrp 
to advantage. 

Two fuch offers in one day, and from gentle- 
n^cn ^ho had no othtr'oUigations to him,' than 
/uch as were reqiproc^l ajid common bietween (ler- 
fons of equal fortunes and conditions, might very 
well sflonifh him ; bat the engaging maooer in 
which ti^^e latter wais mdde, di4 much more fo.' 
However, a3 he was not perfe^y aiTur^ Moniano 
was acquainted with hi^ necelBbiies, he couid not 
think of abufing fo generojMs a friendflup, and 
therefore frankly difclofed to him all he knew be- 
fore u^ well as himfelf* 

While he was making the. detail of his loiles^ 
the other gave him frequent interruptions, telling 
him, that f^ich accid^n^ w^re no prbdigies among 
men of bufmefs ; — tb^it what onqyear.took awayV 
another might return i — and th^t.he. was fo far 
from thinking a much greater fum than he had 
mentioned woi^M be unfafe in his hand3» that no* 
thing could give him a more fen&ble mortiBcatiQa 
than his not accepting it. -r- / /fe ajfiare yau^ Sir^ 
laid he^ / ojffir yon no nme than what I caA very 
well Jparei and if fortune fiotdd befo w^uft to 
your meKitSy aj not tOL^enable you,to retumAtAn^oui^ 
twOy three years ^ or longer^ my affairs wilifuffer 
nothiitg by the delay ^ ani'lfiouid fake it unkindly j 
Jheuid you evjer think of the affair with any fort ^ 
^Bcern^, tiU it inikely fuits wkb'your. CQU^tmtncc 
to repay it^ ... • 

. With words like dteie die naen:}ifnt'wa»pi» 
Vailed on to^accept themon^} ai^ as &90>as he 
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b^d r^^y^ it> he wip&t to^hj^ m(w fudi)^ fri«|id# 
and ^fter ba^ving re(vir;i(ed thofe gjrat^l s^ck^^i^ 
le^gep^fijts, vhi^ it iQuft be. conf^ffpi i^e n^et 
rite^, tpid hi/n, fhat w unVK>kedrfcir. piece of 
gpod foi^tun^ h^d. happened, .vfbich g^ye hjpi the 
ineaas of S^tisifyiiig hi$ creditors, with.Qut th^t 
ki.Qd afliftan^ Ke had bteep^ fo g^n^roiis to offer. . 

S UR INTHUS feemed neither plcafed nor 
difpleafed , but in his old rough fa(hton> though 
honeft meaning, faid, it was very well ^ «— that he 
fliould hav^ been wekome to the 'money if he 
had wanted it, -—and that if ever he happened to, 
have occaiion again^ he might know where to 
find a friend. ^ 

Now tho' anyone in the fame circumftanccs 
with this merchant, would think jt a great blef- 
fing to meet with a friend like Surinthus^ yet every 
body muft allow that the weight of fuch an obh* 
Ration fat much lighter, by the engaging noanner 
m which Montuno conferred it, . 

Strange it- appears to me, dia^Yome perfons, 
who .go very ^re;^t lengths to ferve'their friends, 
Ihould not go 4 Iftde farther^ and adorn their 
bounties wim good- humisury {inca it would coft 
them nothing, and is ilo iefs conducive to the 
happinefs of the receiver, than the more expen- 
five part of the obligation. 

Certain it is, they do not fee this deficiency 
in themfelves, or they would never leflen the merit 
of their favours, bv a wrong manner of condud« 
ing them ; efpecially as it is an error in behavipur 

A aa^ iMfoiBed. 


I rrovLDf therefore, fain perfuade every one^ 

who* ' 


jza ?Z< F £ M A L E Book 6. 

iriw is about to pre a proof ofhisgtaJ-Katuft, tn 
■njr friendly and benevolent office, to contrive h 
ft>, af that what be dees aay fccm a favour to 
himrelf. — This it was that made the oficr of 
Mmtatu To much more acceptable than that of 
Surinthus : — this fets a double value on the fmalleft 
•blt^ioDs, and makes the receiver eafj under tbe 
trtateft. 


Endtftbt Sixth Book. 
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